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Spoken and Yet Unspoken
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

The Truth I Speak

I want to speak the truth;
Fearing neither tongue-lashing nor beating.
The dread of death does not matter to me;

Liberated, what is there to worry?
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A Simple Explanation by
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua \
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(Continued from issue #295)

The Buddha said to Ananda, “You say
it is the same, but that is not right.
Why? If a person has no hand, his fist is
gone forever. But one who is without
eyes is not entirely devoid of sight. For
what reason? Try consulting a blind
man on the street: ‘What do you see?’
Any blind man will certainly answer,
‘Now I see only black in front of my
eyes. Nothing else meets my gaze.” The
meaning is apparent: if he sees black-
ness in front of him, how could his see-
ing be considered ‘lost’?”

Here the Buddha criticizes Ananda,
telling him his idea is incorrect. The Bud-
dha said to Ananda, “You say it is the
same, but that is not right”. You say the
example is the same in both cases. No.
Why? If a person has no hand, his fist is
gone forever. If someone doesn’t have a
hand, he doesn’t have a fist either. But one
who is without eyes is not entirely de-
void of sight. But with someone else who
has no eyes it is not the case that he cannot
see anything. He can still see. His seeing
nature is not depleted.” People without
eyes can see. Do you believe that? Disci-
ple replied: “I believe!” Why is it that you
believe? Did you write this sutra before? Is
that what the sutra says?

“For what reason? Why do [ say that?
Try consulting a blind man on the
street: ‘What do you see?’ Go out to the
market and ask a blind man what he sees.
Any blind man will certainly answer,
‘Now I see only black in front of my
eyes. Nothing else meets my gaze. He’ll
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say that he doesn’t see anything but
blackness.”

“The meaning is apparent: if you get
the idea, if you take a look at what it
means, if he sees blackness in front of
him, how could his seeing be consid-
ered ‘lost’? If you see blackness before
you, your ability to see is not lost; it nei-
ther increases nor decreases. A blind
man sees darkness, not that there is no
seeing. The seeing of darkness and light
are both seeing. Seeing does exist! Alt-
hough he is blind, his seeing is not de-
pleted. But if you don't have a hand, it is
obvious that your fist will not exist. If
you look for this fist again, you won't be
able to find it!

Ananda said, “The only thing blind
people see in front of their eyes is
blackness. How can that be seeing?”
The Buddha said to Ananda, “Is there
any difference between the blackness
seen by blind people, who do not have
the use of their eyes, and the blackness
seen by someone who has the use of his
eyes when he is in a dark room?”

“So it is, World Honored One. Be-
tween the two kinds of blackness, that
seen by the person in a dark room and
that seen by the blind, there is no dif-
ference.”

Ananda reiterates the Buddha’s example:
a blind person has no use of his eyes and
so sees only darkness. But according to
Ananda, this seeing of darkness is not
really seeing. Ananda is saying that
someone without the use of his eyes can-
not see. “Why do you say the blind man
sees?”” he asks the Buddha.

The Buddha said to Ananda, “Is there
any difference between the blackness
seen by blind people, who do not have
the use of their eyes, and the blackness
seen by someone who has the use of his
eyes when he is in a dark room?”
Blind people have no eyes and see only
blackness. Is the darkness that sighted
people see when they are in a dark house
any different from the darkness seen by
blind people? If a blind person and a per-
son who has sight are together in a dark
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room, are the two blacks they see distin-
guishable?

World Honored One’s question
without thinking: “So it is. Yes, Buddha.
Between the two kinds of blackness,
that seen by the person in a dark room
— by the sighted person — and that seen
by the blind, there is no difference.
The two kinds of blackness are the
same.”

Ananda, if the person without the use
of his eyes who sees only blackness
were suddenly to regain his sight and
see all kinds of forms, and you say it is
his eyes which see, then when the per-
son in a dark room who sees only
blackness suddenly sees all kinds of
forms because a lamp is lit, you should
say it is the lamp which sees. If it is a
case of the lamp seeing, it would be a
lamp endowed with sight — which
couldn’t be called a lamp. And if the
lamp were to do the seeing, how would
you be involved?

The Buddha said to Ananda,
“Ananda, if the person without the use
of his eyes who sees only blackness
were suddenly to regain his sight and
see all kinds of forms...you say that
there is no difference between the two
kinds of blackness. But what if the blind
person in our example were suddenly to
regain his sight so that his eyes could see
everything in every direction? You say it
is his eyes which see. This is your argu-
ment. But what about the case when the
person in a dark room who sees only
blackness suddenly sees all kinds of
forms because a lamp is lit? The sight-
ed person in a dark room also sees black-
ness, but once a lamp is lit, he too can
see everything. Given your argument,
you should say it is the lamp which
sees.”

You know why it’s called ‘the
lamp which sees’? You said that people
who don’t have the use of their eyes can-
not see, but if they regain their sight then
they can see again. This is called ‘eyes
which see’. However, for a person in a
dark room, if there is no lamp he cannot
see, but when a lamp is lit, he can see.
By this analogy, one should say this is
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‘the lamp which sees’ — not ‘you see’, and
also not ‘eyes which see’. Is that right?” the
Buddha asks.

If it is a case of the lamp seeing, it would
be a lamp endowed with sight — which
couldn’t be called a lamp. And if the lamp
were to do the seeing, how would you be
involved? If it really were the case that the
lamp could see and do the looking, then it
wouldn’t have anything to do with you.

That’s why you should know that while
the lamp can reveal the forms, it is the
eyes, not the lamp, that do the seeing.
And while the eyes can reveal the forms,
the seeing-nature comes from the mind,
not the eyes.

Now this is pointing to the mind.
There is the ‘Ten Manifestations of Seeing’.
Before, there are people saying ‘Seven In-
quiries of the Mind’. Others say ‘Three In-
quiries of the Mind’, or ‘Two Inquiries of
the Mind’, or ‘Three Inquiries of the Mind,
Ten Discernments of Seeing’. Well, we
don’t need to care about it so much now,
what’s inquiring is Ananda’s mind, it’s not
inquiring your mind or my mind. We just
need to know the meaning of the text and
that’s enough. The first of the ten shows the
seeing-nature is the seeing of the mind, not
of the eyes. This is to ascertain what we see
is not the eyes that see but it’s the mind that
sees. It’s your true mind that has the seeing-
nature.

That’s why you should know that while
the lamp can reveal the forms, it is the
eyes, not the lamp, that do the seeing. The
lamp allows the shapes to appear, but it is
the eyes that see the shapes. By the same
token, while the eyes can reveal the forms,
the seeing-nature comes from the mind,
not the eyes. The eyes can only reveal the
forms, the seeing-nature that sees is your
true mind, not that the eyes can see.

Although Ananda and everyone in the
great assembly had heard what was said,
their minds had not yet understood, and
so they remained silent. Hoping to hear
more of the gentle sounds of the Tathaga-
ta’s teaching, they put their palms togeth-
er, purified their minds, and stood wait-
ing for the Tathagata’s compassionate
instruction.
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Although Ananda and everyone in the
great assembly had heard what was said,
their minds had not yet understood, and
so they remained silent. Ananda and eve-
ryone else there closed their mouths and
didn’t say anything, because they hadn’t
yet understood. Their minds had not yet
opened and become enlightened. Why
weren’t they talking? They were thinking,
“Oh? My eyes can’t see things? Oh? My
mind sees? You may say that isn’t true, but
the Buddha has explained it this way. If
you say it is true, why haven’t I ever under-
stood it to be this way before?”” That’s what
they were thinking.

Hoping to hear more of the gentle
sounds of the Tathagata’s teaching — they
were thinking, “I hope the Buddha will
have a compassionate heart and talk to
me.” They put their palms together. I

don’t know how to say " 4~ in English.

I’ll show you, just like this (The Venerable
Master put his palms together). Putting the

palms together is called " 4% |.Why did

they put their palms together? It represents
their single-mindedness. They were of one
mind, not two. When your hands are apart,
it is said you have ten minds, and when
your palms are together, it is said you have
one mind, because when your palms go to-
gether, your mind comes together and be-
comes one. Purified their minds. Clear
out your mind. Clear your heart. Don’t put
too much garbage in your head. Take the
garbage that is in there and get rid of it.
And stood waiting for the Tathagata’s
compassionate instruction. They stood
waiting for the Buddha’s compassionate
words to help them understand better, so
they could become enlightened and not be
so confused.

This is the first time I speak the dhar-
ma in English. Why do I speak English?
It’s because I see that my disciple Bai
Wentian is working too hard (doing transla-
tion). I want to help him out. I don't know
much English, I don't speak English well;
so you should listen with your good Eng-
lish, okay?

(To be continued ...)
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Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva

A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971
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(Continued from issue #295)

Enlightenment-Flower =~ Samadhi  Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One told the
worthy woman, ‘After you make your offer-
ings, return home quickly. Sit upright and
concentrate on my name. You will soon
know where your mother has been reborn.’
The Brahman woman bowed to the Buddha
and returned home. The memory of her
mother sustained her as she sat upright rec-
ollecting Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi
Self-Mastery King Thus Come One. After
doing so for a day and a night, she suddenly
saw herself beside a sea whose waters
seethed and bubbled. Many evil beasts with
iron bodies flew swiftly back and forth
above this sea. She saw billions of men and
women bobbing up and down in the sea,
being fought over, seized, and eaten by the
evil beasts. She saw yakshas in different
forms. Some had many hands, some many
eyes, some many legs, some many heads.
With protruded mouth and sharp fangs,
they drove the offenders toward the evil
beasts.

Enlightenment Samadhi Self-Mastery King
Thus Come One told the wor-
thy Brahman woman, ‘After you make your
offerings, return home quickly because you
have hurt yourself badly due to the fall. What
should you do once you get home? Sit up-
right and concentrate on my name. Even
though you broke your arms and
legs, nonetheless, you should sit properly up-
right and focus your mindfulness on my
name, Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One. You will soon
know where your mother has been reborn.’
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After the Brahman woman
bowed to the Buddha, she returned
home. The memory of her mother
sustained her. Impelled by her true
sincerity in reminiscing her moth-
er, she sat upright recollecting En-
lightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One. She
sat upright perfectly, forgetting her
pain and her broken limb, single-
mindedly focused on the name of En-
lightenment-Flower Samadhi  Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One. After
doing so for a day and a night... She
continuously sat for 24 hours, not
kneeling, and she did nothing except
being mindful of the Buddha.
Throughout this length of time, she
did not rest; neither did she eat, drink
nor relieve herself in the toilet.

Then, while being mindful of the
Buddha, she suddenly saw herself
beside a sea. This was not a dream.
This was a result of her utmost sincer-
ity. You can call it the spiritual nature,
consciousness, or soul. In general, all
these terms refer to the same thing.
The spiritual nature is the Eighth Con-
sciousness of a person. Since the
Brahman woman had sat for a long
time, her pain forgotten, everything
came to a standstill except her single
mindfulness of the Buddha. When
this single mindfulness is genuinely
sincere, the Eighth Consciousness
leaves the physical body. Hence, she
suddenly saw herself by a sea.

When a person sits in meditation
continuously, after some time, he may
see certain states because the Eighth
Consciousness leaves the body. If
your Five Eyes are open, you can see
ghosts, spirits, Bodhisattvas and Bud-
dhas; otherwise, you cannot. The spir-
itual nature (Eighth Consciousness) of
cultivators has the Five Eyes within
their body. If the spiritual nature
leaves the physical body, the Five
Eyes open, and they can see different
states. This holy Brahman woman
must have cultivated for a long time.
Although the Five Eyes within her
physical body did not open, when her
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Eighth Consciousness left her body,
she could suddenly see herself by
the sea, whose waters seethed and
bubbled. This sea water was not
cool but boiling hot, surging up-
wards.

How many evil beasts are in
this ocean? You don’t need to be
concerned about that. Just know
that there are many and not
few. With solid iron bodies, these
evil beasts flew swiftly back and
forth above this sea, chasing one
another.

She saw billions of men and wom-
en bobbing up and down in the
sea, being fought over, seized, and
eaten by the evil beasts. What do
these evil beasts do? They devour
these men and women, such as
swallowing one man or one woman
in one mouthful. They have big
mouths and big stomachs. They are
the most ferocious of evil beasts.

She saw yakshas, or also known as
speedy ghosts that fly and run very
swiftly. The yakshas appear in dif-
ferent forms. What do they look
like? Some had many hands, some
many eyes, some many legs, some
many heads. One yaksha ghost may
have several dozen arms. Another
one may have two arms but many
eyes, extremely grotesque and vi-
cious. Another one may have rela-
tively few arms and eyes, but many
legs and feet. Another one may have
many heads. whose mouths open up
like a tub that can swallow several
people with one gulp. Its teeth are
like swords and knives.

With protruded mouth and sharp
fangs that slice as quickly as
swords, they drove the offenders
toward the evil beasts. What do
yaksha ghosts do? They help the
evil beasts find their food. Some-
times, people are smarter than
beasts, and they run far away from
the evil beasts. However, they run
straight into yaksha ghosts who
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block their route of escape. Chased by the evil
beasts from behind, these men and women
have nowhere to flee. They cannot even go
and spend a night at a friend’s house!

Or the yakshas themselves seized the offend-
ers and twisted their heads and feet together
into shapes so horrible that no one would
dare even look at them for long. During that
time the Brahman woman was naturally
without fear, due to the power of recollect-
ing the Buddha. A ghost king named Poison-
less bowed his head in greeting and said to
the worthy woman, ‘Welcome, O Bodhisatt-
va. What conditions bring you here?’

The Brahman woman asked the ghost Kking,
‘What is this place?’

Poisonless replied, ‘We are on the western
side of the Great Iron Ring Mountain and
this is the first of the seas that encircle it.’
The worthy woman said, ‘I have heard that
the hells are within the Iron Ring. Is that
actually so?’

Poisonless answered, ‘Yes, the hells are ac-
tually here.’

The worthy woman asked, ‘How have I now
come to the hells?’

Poisonless answered, ‘If it wasn’t awesome
spiritual strength that brought you here,
then it was the power of karma. Those are
the only two ways that anyone gets here.’
The worthy woman asked, ‘Why is this wa-
ter seething and bubbling, and why are
there so many offenders and evil beasts?’
Poisonless replied, ‘These are beings of Jam-
budvipa who did evil deeds. They have just
died and passed through forty-nine days
without any surviving relatives doing any
meritorious deeds on their behalf to rescue
them from their distress. Besides that, dur-
ing their lives they themselves didn’t plant
any good causes. Now their own karma calls
forth these hells. Their first task is to cross
this sea.

Or all the yakshas and evil beasts themselves
seized the offenders. They beat and seize them
like eagles capturing chickens with their claws.
The evil beasts and yakshas work together in
capturing the offenders. And twisted their
heads and feet together. The yakshas and evil
beasts may do this to the offenders. Or the
yakshas may do this to the evil beasts. Or the
evil beasts may do this to the yakshas. Or the
evil beasts and yakshas may jointly do this to
the men and women. Generally, all of them can
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be twisted to hideous forms, in-
to millions of different forms so
horrible that typically no one
would dare even look at them for
long.

During that time the Brahman
woman was naturally without fear,
due to the power of recollecting
the Buddha Enlightenment-Flower
Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus
Come One. A ghost king, one of the
leaders among the ghosts, named
Poisonless bowed his head in
greeting to the Brahman wom-
an and said to the worthy woman,
‘Welcome, (0 kindheart-
ed Bodhisattva. What conditions
bring you here?’

The Brahman woman asked the
ghost king, ‘What is this place?’ |
don’t know how I got here either.
Poisonless replied, ‘We are on the
western side of the Great Iron
Ring Mountain and this is the first
of the seas on the west side that en-
circle it.’

The worthy woman said to the
ghost king, ‘I have heard that the
hells are within the Iron Ring. Is
that actually so? Is there really the
hells? How come some people do
not believe there are the hells?’ Poi-
sonless answered, ‘Yes, the hells
are actually here. The hells really
do exist, it is not imagined.’

The worthy woman asked, ‘How
have I now come to the hells?’ The
ghost king, Poisonless, answered,
‘If it wasn’t awesome spiritual
strength that brought you here,
then it was the power of karma.

There are two kinds of causes
to come here. First is by virtue of
your awesomeness, spiritual power,
and virtuous conduct. Second, you
fall into the hells because of the
power of your offense karmas.

Those are the only two ways that
anyone gets here. If it was not for
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either one of these two causes, one’s
awesomeness or one’s karma, one
will not come to the hells.” The wor-
thy Brahman woman asked, ‘Why
is this water seething and bub-
bling, and why are there so many
offenders being cooked in this boil-
ing water and so many evil beasts?’

Poisonless replied to the Brahman
woman, ‘These are beings of Jam-
budvipa who did evil deeds. Trans-
lated into Chinese, Jambudvipa
means supreme gold because when
the leaves on the Jambunadasuvarna
trees fall into the river, they turn into
gold. This kind of gold is most su-
preme and most special, so it is
called supreme gold. Our world is in
southern Jambudvipa. Beings in
southern Jambudvipa, in every
thought they make, create offenses
and karma. They have just died and
passed through forty-nine days,
seven weeks.

If we want to help cross-over a
deceased person, we must do some
merit for him within 49 days after
his death so that he may receive the
benefit. Within the period of 49
days, the offense karma of the de-
ceased has not been set. After 49
days, their karma is determined, just
like how court decisions are made,
and cannot be changed anymore.

Hence, if we were to recite su-
tras or mantras for the deceased
within 49 days of their passing, we
can save them so that they reap the
benefits. After 49 days, the offense
of the deceased has been ruled.
There is still merit from recitation of
sutras, but they get very little merit,
the impact of which is tiny though
not completely nil. Therefore, if you
want to create merit for the de-
ceased, do it before 49 days after his
passing.

(To be continued ...)
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If You Crave Enjoyment, Why Leave the Home-life?

ERNEART

Instructional talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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(Continued from issue #295)

Some people say, "Living in this era,
you ought to watch television to keep up
with international news. Otherwise, you'll be
like a blind and deaf." Well, so what if you
know what's happening out there? If you
know what's going on out there, when the
time comes, will you still die or not?

Someone says, "Well, can cultivators
really avoid death?" If you cultivate, when
the time comes, you will still die. But when
you die, you have a clear understanding of
what's going on, and you are certainly free
from afflictions and worries. You will go
peacefully. If you don't cultivate, when the
time comes you will still die. However, you
will die in confusion, worried about this and
thinking about that. Your mind will not be
clear and pure, and you will die with an-
guish. That's the difference. Do you under-
stand now?

Let me tell you! When cultivators die,
they are clear of their coming and going.
They understand how they came and under-
stand how they will go. They are very lucid
and unconfused. They have not forgotten
who they are. People who don't cultivate are
muddled when they come, and muddled
when they go. They are muddled their entire
life, not knowing why they have come and
why they must go. They don’t know where
they came from and where they’ll go. They
have no idea at all.

The goal of leaving home is to end
birth and death; it is not to enjoy oneself.
Since you have left the home-life to cultivate
the Way, why should you be greedy for ma-
terial comforts? If you crave for material
comforts, why did you leave the home-life?
Hence, I propose that anyone who wants to
live in a small temple all by himself, might
as well return to lay-life. Why do I say that?
It's because returning to lay-life is much bet-
ter than living alone in a small temple. That
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way, he won't commit as many offenses. I hope
everyone pay special attention to this point!

If a left-home person lives all by himself,
most likely his aim is not to cultivate, but rather to
hanker for offerings from people. I am sure there
are people who don’t like to hear what I said. But I
don't care if they want to listen or not. Be it annoy-
ing to some people, but I'm saying this out of con-
cern for the future of Buddhism. Let me repeat:
any left-home person who is finicky about comfort
does not have any skill in cultivation to speak of
and is merely creating a false facade. I hope all of
you fellow cultivators will mutually encourage and
alert each other onward. Do not rashly tell lies or
do things to fool yourselves.

(The End of the Article)
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(Continuing from page 15)

If I remember correctly, sometimes we would hold
two or even three repentance sessions in a year.
Therefore, at that time, people were extremely en-
thusiastic and paid great attention to the repent-
ance sessions. Haplessly, my karmic obstructions
at that time were such that [ was not able to fully
immerse myself in the repentance sessions. May-
be after having participated in the repentance ses-
sions for a few years, along with the Buddha’s
blessings, and the Venerable Master’s kind and
compassionate take-in, I feel a difference in this
year’s repentance session. Although there remain
many similarities, this year I felt a sense of light-
ness and bliss permeating throughout my body and
mind. I did not experience this in the past. There-
fore, I think it is very important to seek repentance
as much as possible.

Today, the Venerable Master’s instructional
talk extensively discussed about the single thought
of the mind. This single thought of the mind is
something that all of us have to pay extremely
close attention to.

(To be continued ...)




& #% @ R F296%, 2024%7/8R

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #296 July/August 2024

Recognizing When Something Does Or Does Not Accord With The Dharma

BREFRTAO—tF+— AT A LREFREFEFHNM
Lunchtime Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Shr on November 26,2017,
at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly
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This dharma session will come to com-
pletion this afternoon. Impermanence is truly
swift. Time flies by so quickly. These past
few days of bowing in repentance, sometimes
it felt stupefying and overwhelming, losing
track of time, not knowing what day of the
week it was or how many days had passed.
All in all we just follow the repentance text
and keep on bowing.

Looking at the dharma friends who par-
ticipated in this repentance session, we can
see the varying degrees of blessings, karmic
forces, causes-and-conditions, and responsi-
bilities among beings in the human realm.
The number of people who are able to partici-
pate seems to dwindle year by year. Some of
the seniors who used to come all the time in
the past are no longer present. They have
moved to another dimension. They have a
new host within the ten dharma realms, and
we are not able to make contact with them at
the moment.

There have been great changes. Those
who do join the session, albeit few, are most-
ly very sincere. According to what I heard,
there may be twenty, thirty, or maybe forty
people coming to Gold Wheel Monastery for
the Emperor’s Liang’s Jeweled Repentance.
Although I can count the number of heads, |
am not interested to do it because of my blur-
ry vision.

Personally, I feel a difference in this
year’s repentance session compared to the
repentance sessions from previous years. [
remember the time when I first came to Gold
Wheel Monastery, the dharma friends placed
special emphasis on Emperor Liang’s Jew-
eled Repentance.

(Continuation in Page 14)
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202457 ~ SR HB €M & Schedule of Weekly Events — July and August of 2024
B3 3

77 (2#8) . Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
E4t  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

7/14 (2#18 ) K & Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
LE#  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

721 (Z#18) X %4 Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L4  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

728 (Z#18) % Bt Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L4  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

8/4(E#uv) W& Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L4  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

8/11 (24 a) X & Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am — 10:00 am
Ef#t  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

8/18 (2418 ) % Bt Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
Ef#t  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

8/25 (2#&8) % 4& Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
Ef  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

~RBERORED - KTREBEREBS~
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.
Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time.



