4 # @ A F205M, 202456 A 1
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #295 May/June 2024 Tt

£ CRCE

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery
Newsletter

235 North Avenue 58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 Tel: (323) 258-6668
www.goldwheel.org

TALA—H BRI
REE

HABHRAESE THITHE
BRERELR MRAITE

Spoken and Yet Unspoken

Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
The Truth I Speak

Day in and out, the truth | speak;
Unintimidated neither by censure nor assault.
If you want to kill me, | have no fear.
With liberation, what is there to worry.
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Shurangama ]

i A Simple Explanation by ]
| Venerable Master Hsuan Hua ]

The ;

Sutra ]
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(Continued from issue #294)
And said to Ananda, “I will now erect the
great Dharma banner for you, to cause all
living beings in the ten directions to obtain
the wondrous subtle secret, the pure nature,
the bright mind,” The Buddha said to Ananda
—referring to himself as “I”” — I will hoist a great
Dharma banner, not only for your sake but for
the sake of all living beings in the ten directions
“to obtain the wondrous subtle secret, the
pure nature, the bright mind.” Some books
label this sentence as: "to obtain the wondrous
subtle secret nature. Pure bright mind.” In fact,
the "pure bright mind" should be added with the
word "wondrous”, as "wondrous pure bright
mind." The meaning is the same as the previ-
ous. However, the sutra text does not have the
word ‘wondrous’. This sentence can also be
said as ‘to obtain the wondrous subtle secret,
the pure nature, the bright mind.” If this text is
read like this, it would seem more fluent and
voluble going forward. Hence the punctuation

*.” after the character “nature’ is now moved up
before this character.

So that they may obtain the most ex-
tremely wonderful and infinitely subtle cause,
that is, the secret cause mentioned in the title of
the sutra. It is secret because it is not known to
most people before the Buddha pointed it out to
them, just like if a vein of gold which has not
yet been discovered by geologists: most people
don’t know it is there. Once the gold is discov-
ered, once the geologists arrive at the spot, in-
vestigate it and realize there is a deposit of gold
there, then it can be mined. The secret cause is
the same way.

RS
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I will help you to obtain the pure nature,
the bright mind, and to attain the pure eye.
The nature is pure and clear, the mind is lu-
minous. Because your nature is pure and your
mind bright, you attain the pure eye, which is
the Way-eye that Ananda has just asked the
Buddha to open for him. It is also called the
wisdom-eye. “Pure” means to be free of even
the slightest defilement; it indicates that the
vision of the wisdom-eye sees principles very
clearly and truly. If you have the pure eye, you
will be unobstructed and able to understand
any principle.

“Ananda, you have told me that you saw
my fist of bright light. How did it take the
form of a fist? How did the fist become
bright? By what means could you see it?”

Ananda replied, “The body of the Buddha
is born of purity and cleanness, and, there-
fore, it assumes the color of Jambu River
gold with deep red hues. Hence, it shone as
brilliant and dazzling as a precious moun-
tain. It was actually my eyes that saw the
Buddha bend his five-wheeled fingers to
form a fist which was shown to all of us.”

The Buddha called again to Ananda:
“Ananda, you have told me that you saw
my fist of bright light. How did it take the
form of a fist? How did the fist become
bright? Tell me why my fist had light. How
did I make this fist? By what means could
you see it? What did you use to see it? You
have to answer me!

Ananda replied, “The body of the Buddha is
born of purity and cleanness, and, there-
fore, it assumes the color of Jambu River
gold with deep red hues. Hence, it shone as
brilliant and dazzling as a precious moun-
tain.” The Buddha’s entire body is the color
of Jambu River gold. The Jambu river is lo-
cated in Southern Jambudvipa. The gold
found in this river has a slightly reddish cast to
it. In Southern Jambudvipa there is a species
of tree called the Jambu, when the leaves of
the tree, or the sap, fall into the water, they
will turn into gold. This kind of gold is much
heavier than ordinary gold, and the Buddha’s
body is likened to it; like the color of Jambu
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river gold, the color of the Buddha’s body is a combi-
nation of gold and red. The body of the Buddha is
born of purity and cleanness: A body with that kind
of appearance is produced from purity and therefore
has light. The light exists because of that purity.

“It was actually my eyes that saw the Buddha bend
his five-wheeled fingers to form a fist which was
shown to all of us.” Ananda says. “I really used my
eyes to see it. The five-wheeled fingers were clenched
as they were shown to people, and that is what made
the appearance of a fist.

The Buddha told Ananda, “Today the Tathagata
will tell you truly. That all those with wisdom are
able to achieve enlightenment through the use of
examples. Ananda, take, for example, my fist: if |
didn’t have a hand, | couldn’t make a fist. If you
didn’t have eyes, you couldn’t see. If you apply the
example of my fist to the case of your eyes, is the
idea the same?”

Ananda said, “Yes, World Honored One. Since |
can’t see without my eyes, if one applies the exam-
ple of the Buddha’s fist to the case of your eyes, the
idea is the same.”

Editor Note: The above sutra text: “The Buddha
told Ananda, “Today the Tathagata will tell you
truly... they put their palm together, purified their
minds, and stood waiting for the Tathagata’s com-
passionate instruction...”was first lectured and ex-
plained by the Venerable Master in English. Later, on
April 21, 1989, the Venerable Master again lectured
the same text in Chinese. In order to combine the
original meaning and facilitate Chinese readers, the
Chinese translation of the original text and the subse-
guent supplementary lectures have been integrated.

This part of the text is the beginning of the ‘Ten
Manifestations of Seeing’ to reveal the seeing nature.
Now is the question and answer dialog between the
Buddha and Ananda. The Buddha told Ananda,
“Today the Tathagata will tell you truly.” Now I,
the Tathagata, will honestly tell you, I am going to tell
you the absolute truth! When the Venerable Master
explained the above in English, a lot of disciples start
laughing. The Venerable Master said: “I’m not joking
with you! If I did not laugh, all of you are not allowed
to laugh. Wait till I’'m done laughing, then you can
laugh. Now | have not laughed and you just laughed,
this is not being a good disciple!”
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“All those with wisdom are able to achieve
enlightenment through the use of examples.
People who are wise like to use examples in
order to attain enlightenment. Here “those
with wisdom” does not mean people with
genuine wisdom though, but people with or-
dinary wisdom which is neither superior nor
inferior. Because if you really have wisdom,
you will understand ten things when you are
told one thing. | say something one way and
you deduce perhaps ten or a hundred things
from it. Even if | don't talk about it, you'll be
enlightened. That is to have genuine wisdom.

Why use examples? It’s just because
people have not yet attained genuine wisdom.
Since they don’t have great wisdom, they
don’t understand. Such people can become
enlightened through the use of analogies. But
if stupid people who lack wisdom are given an
analogy, they still wouldn’t understand. The
Buddha sees that all living beings can become
buddhas, so analogies are used as an example
to facilitate all to obtain wisdom.

Do you understand the English that |
speak? Do you need further translation? If I
speak English perhaps we can save some time.
If I know how to say this word, I'll start with it.
If there are words | don’t know how to ex-
press, you can tell me and then tell others, this
way we can save more time. Since most
Americans have difficulty understand my lec-
ture in Chinese, I’ll speak English instead. If
there are English words that | don’t know, you
can use your correct English to record it on
tape, okay?

Ananda! At this time, the Buddha
said:“Ananda, take, for example, my fist: if
I didn’t have a hand, | couldn’t make a fist.
By the same token, if you didn’t have eyes,
you couldn’t see. If you don’t have eyes, you
will not realize your seeing nature, and you
won’t be able to see. Is that so? If you apply
the example of my fist to the case of your
eyes, is the idea the same? Are we talking
about the same thing or not?” The Buddha
asks Ananda.
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Ananda said, “Yes, World Honored One. Since |
can’t see without my eyes, if one applies the ex-
ample of the Buddha’s fist to the case of your
eyes, the idea is the same. Yes, Buddha, if you
compare these two cases, the idea is the same.”If |
don’t have eyes, then I will not realize my seeing
nature, and | will not have the ability to see. Using
my eye faculty as an analogy to the Buddha’s fist,
the idea of these two cases is the same. The Buddha
uses the eye vision and the hand fist as examples to
see if Ananda would understand this principle. Sure
enough, Ananda said it is the same. Ananda didn’t
take time to cogitate over it. He isn’t thinking now.

(To be continued ...)
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(Continuing from page 13)

If it is truly for the sake of cultivation, you may live
alone, but you may not accept offerings from lay-
people exclusively for yourself. If you do, you are
turning Proper Dharma Age into Dharma-ending
Age, which is tantamount to destroying Buddhism.

Nowadays, cultivator of the Way likes to live
alone in a hermitage. Why? If he doesn't uphold the
precepts, nobody sees him. If he breaks the rules, no
one knows. He can do whatever he wants because
no one is watching over him. He is completely free
to do as he pleases. You could say he has no re-
strictions. Living all by himself in the hermitage, he
invites a bunch of laypeople to hold some Dharma
session. The fact is: he is just living off the Buddha,
relying on the Buddha for his clothing and his food.

Some monastics use the money donated by the
laity not for Buddhist affairs. Instead, they used the
money to buy expensive, brand-name car for their
personal transportation, or a television, and watch
TV all day long, forgetting about the morning and
evening recitations. Perhaps, they purchase a re-
frigerator to store nutritious food. In short, these
monastics indulge in luxury and crave for comfort.
This is very prevalent nowadays. The attribute of
the Buddhist practice of asceticism has been dis-
torted. This is truly being ungrateful for the great
pains underwent by Shakyamuni Buddha to save
living beings!

(The End of the Article)
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Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva

A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971
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(3 13) (Continued from issue #294)
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kinds of incense, flowers, and other items of
offering. With those she performed a great
offering in that Buddha’s stupas and monas-
teries.

When her mother’s life ended, the Brahman
woman, knowing that her mother had not
believed in cause and effect while alive. Her
mother did not believe that good causes will re-
sult in good effects and evil causes result in evil
results. She did not believe that impure causes
will end in impure results. She did not believe
that when the cause is wrong, the effect will be
wrong too. Feared that her karma would cer-
tainly pull her into the Evil Paths. Taking into
account the various evil karma her mother had
created, she figured that her mother would defi-
nitely be reborn in the evil paths. For that rea-
son, she sold the family house and acquired
many kinds of excellent and high-quality in-
cense, flowers, and other items of offering.
With those incenses, flowers, lamps, candles,
fruits, banners, canopies and many items of of-
fering, she performed a great offering to the
Buddha, in that Thus Come One, Enlightenment
-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Buddha’s
stupas and monasteries.

She saw an exquisitely fine image of the Thus
Come One Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi
Self-Mastery King in one of the monasteries.
As the Brahman woman beheld the honored
countenance, she became doubly respectful
while thinking to herself, ‘Buddhas are called
Greatly Enlightened Ones who have attained
All-Wisdom. If this Buddha were in the
world, I could ask him where my mother went
after she died. He would certainly know.’

She, the Brahman woman, saw an exquisitely
fine image of the Thus Come One Enlighten-
ment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King in
one of the monasteries. The image was sculpted
from clay, then lacquered with the adorned fea-
tures. As the Brahman woman beheld the
honored countenance, the look of awesome
virtue replete with the 32 hallmarks and the 80
secondary characteristics, she became doubly
respectful while thinking to herself, ‘Buddhas
are called Greatly Enlightened Ones who
have attained All-Wisdom, which consists of
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three types: the wisdom of the varieties of
ways, the wisdom of all dharmas and the
wisdom of all modes. If this Buddha were
in the world, I could ask him where my
mother went after she died. He would
certainly know where my mother went.’

I have a question for everyone to pon-
der. Although we should not engage in
thinking while cultivating, | want everyone
to ponder on this question: When we come
to this world, do we eat to live, or do we live
to eat?

The Brahman woman then wept for a
long time as she gazed longingly upon the
Thus Come One. Suddenly a voice in the
air said, ‘O weeping worthy woman, do
not be so sorrowful. I shall now show you
where your mother has gone.” The Brah-
man woman placed her palms together as
she addressed space, saying, ‘Which vir-
tuous divinity is comforting me in my
grief? Ever since the day | lost my
mother, | have held her in memory day
and night, but there is nowhere I can go
to ask about the realm of her rebirth.’
The voice in the air spoke to the woman
again, ‘I am the one whom you behold
and worship, the former Enlightenment-
Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus
Come One. Because | have seen that your
regard for your mother is double that of
ordinary beings, | have come to show you
where she is.’

The Brahman women was thinking,
“The Buddha is the wisest, enlightened be-
ing. Unfortunately, the Buddha has entered
nirvana. If the Buddha were in the world
when my mother passed away, | would ask
the Buddha where my mother become re-
born. He would definitely know.” The
Brahman woman then lowered her head
and wept for a long time, the duration of
time is not necessarily fixed, as she gazed
longingly upon the Thus Come One. She
could not leave her gaze of the Buddha. It
seemed like there was a rope binding her to
the Buddha image, although in reality there
was none. This, is a longing. She did not
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want to take her gaze away from the
image of Thus Come One Enlighten-
ment-Flower Samadhi  Self-Mastery
King.

Suddenly a voice in the air said...
During this time, the Brahman woman
was fully focused in body and mind,
without other false thoughts, other than
gazing longingly at the Buddha and
recollecting the Buddha nature. At that
moment in time, her mind could be said
to be pure. At this time, a voice emerged
from nowhere, ‘O weeping worthy
woman...”. Although her mother com-
mitted offenses, the Brahman woman
had good roots. This is why she was
called a worthy woman. Do not be so
sorrowful. Do not cry so hard! Do not
be too grief-stricken! I shall now show
you where your mother has gone. Let
me tell you where your mother went. Do
not cry.

The Brahman woman placed her
palms together, facing empty space, as
she addressed space, saying, ‘Which
virtuous divinity is comforting me in
my grief? Which Bodhisattva is this?
Which immortal is this? You are so kind
and compassionate to come and calm
my worries and to comfort me in my
griefl This is a virtuous conduct of
kindness and compassion. Ever since
the day I lost my mother, when she
died, I have held her in memory day
and night. I’ve thought about my
mother day and night. But there is no-
where | can go to ask...Why do | miss
my mother? My mother gave birth to
this body of mine, so I should be filial to
her. However, my mother passed away
before | fulfilled my filial obligations.
This is why | am especially sorrowful.

There is a saying: “The trees wish
to be still but the wind keeps blowing;
the children wish to care for their par-
ents, but they are gone.” The trees want
to stop swaying for a while, but wind
blows them back and forth. The children

-10-
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wish to care their parents, but they are gone.
Just when | want to take care of my mother
and be filial, repaying the kindness of my
parents, they are gone. So, it is said, “Father!
Mother! Your kindness is extremely great,
spanning higher than the sky and deeper than
the depth of the earth.” But since | did not
fulfill my filial obligations, |1 now feel very
remorseful and sad. | have nowhere to
ask about the realm of her rebirth.” | do
not know whether my mother ascended to the
heavens or fell into the hells.

Strangely enough, when she spoke to
space, The voice in the air spoke to
the Brahman woman again, ‘I am the one
whom you behold and worship. You asked
who is the spiritual being who relieved you
of your sadness and worries. It is me, the
former Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi
Self-Mastery King Thus Come One. Be-
cause | have seen that your regard for
your mother, how much you miss your
mother, is double that of ordinary beings.
Why is the Brahman woman able to move
the former Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi
Self-Mastery King Thus Come One to speak
to her from space? This line of text makes it
clear that it is because ‘I see that you miss
your mother more than ordinary people.” For
instance, other people miss their father or
mother 100%, while you miss your mother
200%, double the average. You are so sin-
cere that the way you think about your parent
is different than most living beings. Even
though I have entered Nirvana, | have come
to show you where she is. | was moved by
your utmost sincerity so much so that | have
come to tell you.’

The Brahman woman suddenly lunged
toward the voice she was hearing and then
fell, injuring herself severely. Those
around her supported and attended to
her, and after a long time she was revived.
Then she addressed the air, saying, ‘I
hope the Buddha will be compassionate
and quickly tell me into what realm my
mother has been reborn. I am now near
death myself.”

-11-



4 # @ A F205M, 202456 A
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #295 May/June 2024

PR EP L T ML
BREPLEFHI B ETEL
AAEmA o TRY A : BEF
12 sty AP E I w B ik 0 LT XA
FHBETIE—4 > THE—W HEL
HMAET RBFAHE BRERAG
TR BAETFHE  RAERIE
EREEL AL TR TR
ERARE B WMEY BT R Y
A ACHITAT - KiaftiEmE
B4 T€HE > LI GRH > PTR
MERTF R doF B - RRARERET 0 3%
BT ~THEHEHE,) R oRALO
B R—E—f c WE——F AR
o BB AT A E o RS EATF
FARIRIE T P R E BT > R E TR A
LTRENTET o

PEEHRIF ) T R HFELA
TR AR > Bib—REM-ETET
AATR » FIRBLEA o RELE
Tigfedh ) RFRLER 0 —FHEE
LI ANEBEBERERTRIARLEAL
Ktk TRAF &, : AEEFE
B A %AF KB E bR A B AR R
AT o RA 0 F3—EFE » 3t iE
WRT o FEk o A XEBEBR - ®HAFE
R HBE  HOBRT - Thma %
B, A EaE o R T Tk
F o BMEIFEMAMELHT 0 T
AR |  HEAAE—BEE £
HEETAATI WAL ELERARK
BRERXATHATE - TRAKRFA
Kot BREBRERFRGEER > KT
BAINT BT XT IEHAEZR
TEFRRIAE T RS S SR
Ay RIBARGFEA S RO F A
RGSHERT > RERERT ©

(Fi#%)

When the Brahman woman heard
the voice in the air tell her that he is the
former Enlightenment-Flower Samadbhi
Self-Mastery King Thus Come One,
she suddenly lunged toward the voice
she was hearing. Her nerves were on edge.
She seemed to lose her sanity as she
jumped toward space, with total disregard
for anything else. She heard the voice in the
sky and wanted to get there to see the for-
mer Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One. She lunged
into the air and hurt herself. I believe this
Brahman woman does not know kung fu or
other martial arts. And she then fell, in-
juring herself severely. She broke her
arms and legs. The four limbs were in seg-
ments; the arms were in two or three seg-
ments while the legs were in a few seg-
ments. Her limbs were hurt, either broken
or paralyzed.

Those around her supported and at-
tended to her. Perhaps at that time she had
relatives and friends with her who went
with her to make offerings to Enlighten-
ment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King
Thus Come One. Perhaps these were
monastics at the temple, such as Bhik-
shunis who saw this woman fall. Those
next to her helped her up. And after a long
time, she was revived. It was a bad fall
and, she lost consciousness. She was re-
vived after a while, waking up as if from a
sleep. When her head cleared, she still re-
membered how she lunged into the air.

Then she addressed the air, saying, ‘I
hope the Buddha will be compassionate.
My only wish now is for the Enlightenment
-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus
Come One to be compassionate and pity
me. And quickly tell me into what realm
my mother has been reborn. Where did
my mother become reborn? Why did she
need to be told so quickly? I am now near
death myself. Having fell like this, my
body and mind are about to die soon.’

(To be continued ...)
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SERIUBR
If You Crave Enjoyment, Why Leave the Home-life?
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Instructlonal talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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Don't rashly tell lies or do thlngs to fool yourselves

Certainly, left-home people must build their
foundation. What is the foundation of left-home peo-
ple? It is strict observance of the precepts and Vinaya
(rules of discipline and training). The Four-part Vi-
naya, the Shramanera precepts (rules for novices), the
precepts for Bhikshus, the precepts for Bhikshunis,
the Brahma Net Sutra (Bodhisattva Precepts), etc. All
these must be memorized well and studied thoroughly.
Only then do you have the qualifications to be a left-
home person.

If the foundation is not solidly established, then
all day long you'll either be daydreaming of wealth or
having fantasies of lust. As such, although you have
physically left home, your mind is not on the Way. You
are 108,000 miles distant from the Way. Such left-
home people can only be called the scum of Buddhism.
They should not be acknowledged as left-home people.

A left-home person must not exploit his connec-
tions with people, even less should he live all by him-
self in a hut and convince the laypeople to support his
Dharma. If you accept offerings just for yourself, your
conduct is not in accordance with the Buddha's regula-
tions. Those who behave this way should quickly stop
and reform before it is too late. As the saying goes,

One grain of the donor's rice
Is heavier than Mount Sumeru.
If you eat it and don't cultivate,
You'll pay back as creatures with fur and horns.

In ancient times, people who truly cultivated the
Way did live alone in huts, but they tilled the land to
support themselves. They certainly didn't rely on ex-
ternal conditions. They lived in huts because they
wanted to eliminate greed. When they went into seclu-
sion, it was to perfect their learning and their virtuous
conduct.

(Continuation in Page 6)
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Whether going with the flow or against the flow,
Nothing is apart from doing the Buddha s work.
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Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Shr on November 23, 2017,
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly
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(Continued from issue #294)

Due to various conditions, | have Jin Zhe Shi and
Jin Ke Shi in charge of all kitchen affairs during this
Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Ceremony.
Whether it be going with the flow or going against the
flow, nothing is apart from doing the Buddha’s work.
The Venerable Master exhorted, “Cultivation is top pri-
ority; work comes after.” Therefore, cooking in the
kitchen can bring just as much joy and equanimity. In
terms of work, there is neither first nor last, high nor low.

Our fellow countryman from China, Jin Ke Shi, is
originally from the city of Zhangzhou, Fujian Province.
She will be the next speaker. She is our ‘High Sangha’ in
CDR, *high’ pertains to her height since she is very tall.
She is also very high in terms of her academic creden-
tials. She holds at least one or two master’s degrees in
high tech from Tsinghua University in China. After
coming to the United States, she obtained two more ad-
vanced degrees. She has a total of three master’s de-
grees. However, she feels that those academic degrees
are quite useless. So, she came to the City of Dharma
Realm (CDR). She fixes water pipes and repairs toilet
fixtures, as well as laying hardwood floors at CDR. She
feels that these tasks are much more meaningful, and |
agree with her wholeheartedly. After completing these
repairs, the facilities can be of service to many people.
Consequentially, she has made herself useful as well.

Utilize circumstances to cultivate the mind. If it
were not for the various encounters generated from
causes and conditions, how would we know how reliable
we are? If we could not rely on ourselves, then who can
we rely upon? In terms of learning Buddhadharma, the
Venerable Master said, “Studying buddhadharma and
cultivating the Way within the confines of the bodhi-
manda could be both easy and difficult. What makes it
easy or difficult is not the dharma, but our own mind.
Hence, our minds are the most difficult to handle.



4 ¥ @ R F2058, 20245F5/6 A

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #295 May/June 2024

E3P R (s R 13 RN o - 3 P37~
RAZDIRIAG 5 - TAMR T REAR
B RFIRE AR RLEARIKER F
AER REER ) AER Y FIEE
HER O REFR R EFIELE - Bk
TR R A CEE R ZEERRN
KMEng? ERCER S KT 4R HAHE
w7

AR —AAIFLE A T
BIAEZ - FAFEINALTAE
Z  cATRAFALEZ R LAE
I Mk A TIEIIER R K
R o FRAT M LG A o 3h Rk 2 dh
%2 %R AT EDR ? e THEE
FREH, e TR > AR K
P154F % R A 0 ™ &AM X377 AR L Bk
o R0 FERIAREE R AR EAL
0 ARG B 2 E S 0 AR AT AL AR
Rief LTI F AR R HATH
—ELEL RARARM S o A& RFE G
AR5 H ey s R BZARY -

BAF A EA—AREH - RMT
LB TIFIT R - 245 LA EA
W RWE L ARBES—BED
w2 TR R 0 AR A et £ 4
K PRI ABRTAFHRE - AR
3o TR REE KR BRAFFF
T o ARR TR R 0G o FArdE JE T 4
S RMMER T TF0 LT KRIMVE R
TREERBARER?E T MK
HB—8%  RSENET - 6K
PR B M e o

ZMASORTAL B4R A A
O AFEEEAERXELTH=ZFH
BeRFREKEEEAEKMES T
AT E o B RITREN RITHFHE
B o FTIRFEHh o (ex%)

Because our minds drift across the dharma realms
aimlessly. Except for those who return astride their
vows, most living beings roam through the realms
of hells, animals, hungry ghosts, humans, asuras,
and, at best, devas. How can we break through this
confounded daze, this heavy karmic obstruction of
endlessly going through the six paths in the turning
wheel? How big a bodhi resolve do we need to
breakthrough?

Therefore, all of us should do the best we can,
rather than expecting other people to do their best.
If we do not do our best, the Venerable Master said
that we may end up beating our chest and stomping
our feet and wailing in bitter regret. For those of
you who are not afraid of taking a loss, come to
Gold Wheel Monastery to apply your effort in cul-
tivation. In what way should we apply our effort?
We need to train ourselves to be flexible so that we
can readily adapt to situations. For example, if we
are told to clean up mouse droppings and filthy
debris, we will not balk at the thought of doing
those tasks. Instead, we would pull ourselves to-
gether and do a great clean up. This will prove our
basic level of sincerity. Do not come to the temple
to do investigative work pointing out the temple’s
deficiencies. This will serve no purpose.

Next year will be the Venerable Master’s one
hundredth year birthday anniversary. We should
start preparing a birthday gift for the Venerable
Master. | know there is a gift that the Venerable
Master yearns to receive, as he had said,”All of
you, offer to me all your bad temper.” Bad temper
is very unwelcoming. When someone says, “You
have such a bad temper,” you’d be mad. How can
we offer someone something as loathsome as a bad
temper? How can we gift something so repulsive to
others? A very profound principle lies within the
Venerable Master’s words. Lamentably, we may
not be able to do it.

Today we plan to finish at three in the after-
noon, permitting the laity to take a personal leave
from the Three Jewels so that everyone can go
home and fulfill family duties and resolve our own
karmas. Tomorrow, muster up our energy and
spirit to bow in the repentance ceremony. Amitofo!

(The End of the Article)
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202455~ 6 A A a1 M & Schedule of Weekly Events — May and June of 2024

B ] - 4
5/5(2#0a) B Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L4  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am
5/12 (2#18 ) 5174 Celebrating Buddha's Birthday 8:00 am — 10:00 am

L4t Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

5/19 (2% 8)

548 Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
4t Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

5/26 (2% 8) fE ERIANER29AFERERBRRMM
Commemorating 29th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua
Entering Nirvana 8:00 am — 03:00 pm

6/2 (E#8 ) X &4 Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L4t Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

6/9 (&8 ) B Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L#  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

6/16 (Z#8 ) ¥,5% 48 Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
L#  Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

6/23 (288 ) X &4 Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am — 10:00 am

k4t Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

6/30 (2% 8 )

# Bt Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 10:00 am
4t Meal Offering 10:20 am — 10:50 am

~RBRORED » KFRBERG~

Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time.



