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無生曲 
 

初聞無生曲  始聽不死歌 

原來法如是  不少也不多 
 

Spoken and Yet Unspoken 
 

Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
 
 

Melody of Non-birth 
 

Initially listening to the melody of non‐birth, 

Beginning to perceive the song of no‐death; 

So, the dharma is as such, 

It is neither less nor more. 
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(Continued from issue #293)  
 

“I have often thought, ‘There is no reason 
for me to toil at cultivation’ expecting that 
the Tathagata would bestow samadhi upon 
me.” He thought to himself, “I have the Bud-
dha for a cousin, I don’t have to cultivate. I 
don’t have to go through the bitterness and 
suffering of cultivation. Why not? Because 
my cousin has become a Buddha, why should 
I have to cultivate? You see, he’s now think-
ing again!  
 
         He had thoughts again. The Buddha can 
give me samadhi-power.” Ananda thought it 
wasn’t necessary for one to cultivate samadhi-
power oneself. The Buddha could just give it 
to him. Think it over. Isn’t that naive? I be-
lieve that none of us would think like that. 
 
“I never realized that he could not stand in 
for me in body and mind.”I really don’t 
know. Don’t know what? Ananda says. But 
Ananda says that he really didn’t know that 
the Buddha’s body is the Buddha’s and his 
body was his body, and that the Buddha’s 
mind is the Buddha’s mind and his mind was 
his mind. We cannot substitute for one an-
other. The Buddha cannot represent Ananda 
in body and mind and he cannot represent the 
Buddha in body and mind. He didn’t know 
that  he  himself  had to  cultivate samadhi-
power. We all know that one could not stand 
in for another. But Ananda thought that the 
Buddha could give him a lot of samadhi, at 
least a bit more than others.  Little did he knew 
that the mind and body cannot substitute for 
one another, what a disappointment for him! 
 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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“Thus, I lost my original mind.” Ananda 
admits: “I only know how to use my false 
thinking mind, hence I have lost my original 
true mind”.“And although my body has left 
the home life” – that is, he has become a 
monk – “my mind has not entered the 
Way.” – that is, he has not obtained samadhi-
power.“I am like the poor son who re-
nounced his father and roamed around.” 
Ananda is referring, by way of analogy, to the 
case of an extremely wealthy elder who en-
joyed many blessings. He had a son who did-
n’t make use of his father’s assets and went 
out into the world to suffer poverty.  
 
         What Ananda means is, “I followed the 
Buddha to leave home but I didn’t cultivate 
the Way. Because I lack samadhi-power, I’m a 
poor son. I could have taken on the Buddha’s 
family business, but without any samadhi-
power, I still don’t have the authority to re-
ceive the Dharma riches that were amassed 
from Buddha’s merit and virtue. Why do I not 
qualify?  It’s  because  I  have  no  samadhi-
power. So, Ananda sobbed grievously, just 
like a child. 
 
Therefore, today I realize that although I 
am greatly learned, if I do not cultivate, it is 
the same as if I had not learned anything; 
just as someone who only speaks of food 
will never get full. 
 
Therefore, today I realize: I just now real-
ized this. I did not know before. What do I 
know? Although I am greatly learned, if I 
do not cultivate, it is the same as if I had not 
learned anything. If I simply know a lot of 
things but don’t put them into practice, I will 
be like a stone man who can talk but not act. In 
other words, Ananda could remember things, 
he was widely learned and had a good mem-
ory, but he had no skill, no gong fu when it 
came to actual practice. He had never actually 
done it. If he does not put his learning into 
practice, it is the same as if he didn’t know 
anything at all. 
 
Just as someone who only speaks of food 
will never get full. It’s like someone who 
continually talks about things to eat. For in-
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stance, people who like vegetarian food say, “Let’s 
make vegetable dumplings, they’re really good.” Or 
“Let’s make oil cakes as they do in Manchuria, 
they’re even better.”Those who eat meat say, “Such 
and such a Chinese restaurant is the best in town, the 
food there is really good. Let’s go have Chinese 
food.” Americans like to eat Chinese food. So, they 
discuss the various dishes by name, but just speak-
ing about them and never getting around to eating 
them is no way to get full.  
There’s another saying: 

Every day you count others money  
but not half a cent of it is yours. 

Not cultivating in accord with Dharma  
amounts to the same thing. 

 
          That is to say: You count money for others 
every day, you count their wealth and treasures, yet 
you don’t even have a penny yourself. It doesn’t 
matter what dharmas you know, if you don’t culti-
vate the Way, that’s being the same as someone who 
counts other people’s money. You have no share in 
it. If you don’t actually go and cultivate, there will 
be no result from your efforts. Hence the saying: 
‘You can keep talking about food, yet you never get 
full.’ You can talk about how this dish and other dish 
are like, you can keep count, but never have a bite of 
it. Do you think you can get full? In the end you will 
never get full. 
 
World Honored One, now we all are bound by 
two obstructions and as a consequence do not 
perceive the still, eternal nature of the mind. I 
only hope the Tathagata will take pity on us poor 
and destitute ones and disclose the wonderful 
bright mind, and open my Way-eye. 
 
         Ananda again called, “World Honored One, 
now we all are bound by two obstructions.” Eve-
ryone of us in the great assembly is tied up by two 
obstructions. What are the two obstructions? One is 
the obstruction of self, and one is the obstruction of 
what is known. It’s just the obstruction of what’s 
mine, and the obstruction of what I know. The ob-
struction of self is the obstacle of affliction. The 
second is the obstacle of what is known. The obsta-
cle of affliction arises with the attachment to self. 
With the attachment to self comes the obstruction of 
afflictions. No matter what comes up you cannot see 
through it, you cannot let it go, and so you become 
attached to it. And once the attachment arises, the 
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affliction follows right along. That’s the ob-
struction of affliction. The obstacle of what is 
known arises with the attachment to dharmas.  
 
         As to the obstacle what is known, if you 
think, “I know a lot,” that is an obstruction. It 
is not that the more people study things the 
more their knowledge increases; rather, the 
more they study the more they are obstructed 
by what they know. How is knowledge an 
obstruction? It makes people arrogant. “Take 
a look at me. I know things that none of you 
know. I am way beyond you. I can’t even be 
compared to you. All of you are ignorant. But 
as for me, why, my learning ability stands 
second to none in this world; it is rare even in 
the heavens, one can’t find it even on earth!” 
As soon that arrogance arises, it is the ob-
struction of what is known. 
 
         These are the two kinds of obstructions 
which Ananda says have bound up the mem-
bers of the great assembly. “Bound” means 
that they have not obtained liberation. They 
cannot get free because they have these two 
kinds of obstructions. And as a consequence 
do not perceive the still, eternal nature of 
the mind. I don’t know the tranquil, unmov-
ing, permanently abiding nature of my mind.  
 
I only hope the Tathagata will take pity on 
us poor and destitute ones. Now, because I 
do not understand this doctrine, I hope the 
Tathagata will take pity on us ignorant peo-
ple.  The  Chinese  character「哀」means 

sorrow, the character「愍」means pity. This 
is to ask the Buddha to take pity on this great 
assembly. There is a Chinese saying: “Pity 
me, pity me”. This can cause people to give 
into a pitiful feeling. The Venerable Ananda 
is still relying on the Buddha. He is still not 
standing on his own. What is consider ‘poor’? 
Without the Shurangama Samadhi, this is 
called ‘poor’. What is consider ‘destitute’? 
Without  getting  the  Dharma-robe  of  the 
Shurangama  Samadhi,  this  is  called 
‘destitute’. Because one has not attained the 
Shurangama Samadhi, one is like a poor na-
ked  person.  Hence  “Poor  and  destitute” 
means they had not obtained the Dharma-
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wealth of the Shurangama Samadhi. They have not 
donned this Dharma-robe. 
 
And disclose the wonderful bright mind, and open 
my Way-eye. Ananda wants the Buddha to take pity on 
him and show him the wonderful, bright true mind which 
will cause him to soon open his Way-eye, so that his 
wisdom can increase and he can accomplish sagehood. 
The essential thing is to accomplish sagehood.  
 
Then from the character wan [signifying “myriad 
virtues”] on his chest, the Tathagata poured forth 
precious light. Radiant with hundreds of thousands 
of colors, the brilliant light simultaneously pervaded 
everywhere throughout the ten directions to Buddha
-realms as many as fine motes of dust, anointing the 
crowns  of  every  Tathagata  in  all  the  jeweled 
Buddhalands of the ten directions. Then it swept 
back to Ananda and all in the great assembly. And 
said to Ananda, “I will now erect the great Dharma 
banner for you, to cause all living beings in the ten 
directions to obtain the wondrous subtle secret, the 
pure nature, the bright mind, and to attain the pure 
eye.” 
 
         Earlier in the sutra the Buddha emitted light from 
his face – a blazing light as brilliant as a hundred thou-
sand suns. What did it represent? It represented the 
breaking up of the false: the false thinking mind. Now he 
again  emits  light,  this  time from the  insignia  wan 
“myriad” on his chest. It represents the disclosing of the 
true: the true mind. 
 
Then from the character wan  [signifying “myriad 
virtues”] on his chest, the Tathagata poured forth 
precious light. You can see the swastika symbol on 
Buddha images. It represents the adornment of the myr-
iad virtues since the Buddha’s virtuous practices have 
attained perfection. Radiant with hundreds of thou-
sands of colors, the brilliant light simultaneously 
pervaded everywhere throughout the ten directions 
to Buddha-realms as many as fine motes of dust. The 
swastika symbol poured forth precious light which radi-
ated back and forth. It was an iridescent, shimmering 
light, with hundreds of thousands of colors, and it shone 
back and forth, pervading not only the Saha world, but 
all the Buddhalands, emitting as many as fine motes of 
dust from the ten directions simultaneously. 
 
         Then it anointed the crowns of every Tathagata 
in all the jeweled Buddha Lands of the ten directions. 
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The place where there is a Buddha is called ‘jeweled 
Buddhland’. It illuminated the crowns of Buddhas in 
as many Buddha countries as there are fine motes of 
dust; it was as if their crowns reflected one another’s 
light. Then it swept back to Ananda and all in the 
great assembly. After it illuminated the Tathagatas 
of the ten directions, the Buddha’s light returned and 
illuminated Ananda’s crown, and the crowns of all 
the great Bodhisattvas, great Arhats, great bhikshus, 
the king, the officials, and the elder in the dharma 
assembly. The Buddha emitted this kind of light as a 
sign to make everyone understand the pure nature 
and bright substance of the permanently dwelling 
true mind. Hence the Buddha emitted and magnified 
the light on the swastika on his chest. 
 

 (To be continued ...) 

 

 

 
 

;

 

(Continuing from page 15)    
 
She further said that most of the refugees who were 
able to survive long enough to reach safety were 
eventually sent back to Vietnam.  She was one of 
only two or three who were able to stay.  She has 
been through so much danger and difficulties along 
the way to be able to be here today.  Therefore, I 
believe her reverence of the Three Jewels, of her 
dharma body, of her wisdom life and of her own life, 
may be different from ordinary people. What she has 
now is attained at the risk of her life. This also illus-
trates the saying, “Thus is the cause, thus is the ef-
fect.” 
 
         As the Venerable Master has said, anything 
good that we encounter does not come to us without a 
reason; anything bad that we encounter does not 
come to us without a reason either.  What we have to 
keep in mind is how to eliminate old karmas in ac-
cordance to conditions.  Also, within auspicious 
conditions, we have to learn how not to create evil 
karma nonchalantly.  Everyone should pay close 
attention to his/her mindfulness in doing every task. 
 

 (To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #293) 
 Whether she was walking, standing, sit-
ting, or lying down, gods surrounded and 
protected her. As I said earlier, now that we 
have tied the boundaries, even if anyone has 
karmic obstructions such as demonic obstruc-
tions, everything comes to a standstill during 
this time; nothing can come to bother you. 
Since the boundaries are set and you are here 
listening to the sutra, all the accounts are 
temporarily halted. No one is allowed to come 
here to bother anyone or hassle anyone. You 
have to concentrate on listening to the sutra. 
Whether this Brahman woman was walking, 
standing, sitting or lying down, the Dharma-
protecting good spirits, the Eightfold Divi-
sions of gods, dragons and others all protect 
her. Although she is protected, her mother, 
however, embraced a deviant faith and 
often slighted the Triple Jewel. Her mother 
did not believe in the proper Dharma and be-
lieved in deviant dharmas instead. 
 
         What is meant by deviant faith? This 
does  not  necessarily  refer  to  believing in 
heretics  or  cults.  Actually,  the  Brahman 
woman’s  mother  half  believed  and  half 
doubted.  Today, she’d believe in Buddhism; 
tomorrow, she’d question it. She’d say, “I 
believe in the Triple Jewel, but I have not seen 
any  Buddha  of  the  Triple  Jewel,  or  the 
Dharma. Although there are sutras, it is no big 
idea. Sangha members, they are people too! 
Why should I respect some monastic?” She is 
skeptical, which is faith in the deviant. With-
out proper thoughts, she had deviant thoughts. 
Without proper faith, it is deviant faith.  
 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
 

   

地
藏
菩
薩
本
願
經
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         For instance, an externalist claimed, 
“Give me one million dollars and I will sell 
you the role of an emperor in a future life.” 
You think about being an emperor in a fu-
ture life, so you give him a million dollars. 
In actuality, how can the role of an emperor 
be sold? How can you buy the role of an 
emperor? Perhaps you can buy the presi-
dency in this present-day democracy. “You 
are a woman in this lifetime and not a 
president, but I can guarantee that you be-
come a president in a future life if you give 
me one million dollars.” Whether or not 
you become a president in the future, you 
will not be able to find him and get your 
one million dollars back. These externalists 
did not start an insurance company guar-
anteeing any of this. This is faith in the 
deviant.  
 
         How can you buy a presidency with 
one million dollars? That does not make 
any sense. If you can buy a presidency with 
one million dollars in this present life, there 
may be some truth in it. How come? You 
can utilize the million dollars to lobby for 
votes. Here in America, then the voters 
have to be American citizens and not for-
eign citizens. Explanations based on devi-
ant faith do not make sense. Or, you may 
hear  someone  claiming,  “Give  me  one 
hundred dollars, one thousand dollars or 
ten thousand dollars, and I will guarantee 
that you will be a man instead of a woman 
in your future lives.” You hear this and you 
think this is not bad, one million dollars to 
buy a future life as a man is not too expen-
sive. Since you see this as a good deal, you 
hand over the million dollars. He puts the 
money in his pocket and off he goes to 
indulge in drinking, eating meat and ex-
ploiting women. When he is all done, you 
cannot get your money back, and there’s no 
guarantee that you will be a man in the 
future. This is deviant play. These are a few 
tactics that swindlers use. 
 
         Since she believed in deviant dharma 
all the time, she did not believe in the 
proper  Dharma.  Deviant  dharma makes 
statements such as, “Why believe in the 
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Buddha? You are the Buddha. Just give me 
$65. That will do. Sixty-five dollars can buy 
Buddhahood.” That is a deviant dharma, a de-
viant path. How can Buddhahood be purchased 
with money? You can become a Buddha, but 
you cannot buy Buddhahood with money. You 
can use money to create merit, then when you 
have accumulated enough merit, you can real-
ize  Buddhahood.  While  doing  meritorious 
deeds, you should also cultivate the Way and 
practice Chan and sit in meditation. If not, it 
won’t do. If Buddhahood can be bought, then 
Shakyamuni Buddha need not cultivate in the 
Himalayas for six years, then sit underneath the 
Bodhi tree to behold the bright star and become 
enlightened. As a prince, he was very wealthy. 
He could have easily bought Buddhahood with 
his wealth. Nevertheless, Buddhahood cannot 
be bought with money. Slighting the Triple 
Jewel means looking down on the Triple Jewel, 
slandering and sabotaging monastics. It is like 
some Cantonese people who hate seeing bhik-
shus and bhikshunis. That is slighting the Tri-
ple Jewel. 
 
The worthy daughter made use of many ex-
pedients in trying to convince her mother to 
hold right views, but her mother never to-
tally believed. Before long, the mother’s life 
ended and her consciousness fell into the 
Relentless Hell. 
 
“The  worthy  daughter,  the  Brahman 
woman,  made  use  of  many  expedi-
ents. Expedients are for provisional explana-
tions for people who only have a rough under-
standing of the Dharma. In trying to convince 
her mother. Encouraging and enticing some-
one. For instance, children like candy, so you 
tell them, “I have a piece of candy. Follow me 
and I will give you the candy.” This is an en-
ticement.  This  Brahman  woman  tells  her 
mother something similar,  “Follow me and 
study the Buddhadharma. The Buddhadharma 
is the best, it is number one.” But her mother 
does not believe her, encouraging and enticing 
her mother to hold right views, so that her 
mother will develop proper knowledge and 
proper views. But her mother never totally 
believed. The Brahman woman’s mother half-
believed and half-doubted the principles she 
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heard. Perhaps what you say has some princi-
ples in it but may be not completely true. It is 
just like some of my refuge disciples who do 
not believe their teacher. They half-believe 
and half-doubt, or they may question the prin-
ciples. Before long, the mother’s life ended. 
 
         After a person dies, he is oblivious to 
everything.  He  does  not  think  of  eating, 
dressing, sleeping or working; he does not 
need to do anything. Some people think this is 
the best. It may be the best; or, it may be the 
worst. What is the worst? Upon death, if you 
do good deeds, you will be born in the three 
good destinies; whereas, if you do evil deeds, 
you will be born in the three evil destinies, 
either in the hells, as hungry ghosts or as ani-
mals. Yesterday a few visitors came to the 
Buddha hall and I told them about the respon-
sibilities of soldiers. What responsibilities? I 
said that amongst the military, there are Bo-
dhisattvas and there are asuras. Bodhisattvas 
in the army teach and transform living beings 
so that living beings do not kill too many 
people; whereas, asuras in the army encourage 
people to kill more lives, the more the better. 
They feel that the more they kill, the mightier 
they appear and they earn the highest credit. 
On the contrary, Bodhisattvas tell people not 
to kill lives but to help the two opposing 
countries to coexist peacefully by resolving 
their problems amicably. They tell those in the 
military that doing this way will earn them the 
highest credit and they can become the highest 
ranking officials. I told these visitors that they 
must emulate the Bodhisattvas and not the 
asuras. 
 
         What are asuras? What are Bodhisatt-
vas? In China, there were two generals. One 
was Guan Yu. He killed lots of people, but he 
became a Bodhisattva after his death. The 
other one was General Bai Qi of the Qin reign. 
He killed lots of people too, but he became an 
ox, a pig and a horse after his death. Why? It is 
because he dug a big hole and buried alive 
200,000 soldiers who surrendered to him. He 
had the heart of an asura. On the contrary, 
Guan Yu killed only bad people; he didn’t kill 
good people. He eliminated the violent ones 
and brought peace to the kind ones. In the end, 
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he  became  a  Bodhisattva;  whereas  the 
other one became an ox, a horse, a pig, and 
a sheep. 
 
         We have an American friend who is 
in the navy. He asked me, “Do you believe 
people will become animals after death?” 
At the time I said, “It is fine whether or not 
you believe people become animals after 
death. If you ought to become an animal, 
you will become an animal whether you 
believe or not. You will become an animal 
if that is what you should be after death. 
Nothing can change that. Do the deeds of 
Buddhas and you are a Buddha; do the 
deeds of Bodhisattvas and you are a Bo-
dhisattva; do the deeds of humans and you 
are a human being; do the deeds of ghosts 
and you are a ghost; do the deeds of ani-
mals and you are an animal. You are what 
you do. This is not about becoming some-
thing because you believed, or not becom-
ing something because you do not believe. 
Whether you believe it or not, you will 
become what you ought to be. And, you 
will never become what you ought not be. 
This is not a matter of believing or not be-
lieving. One Chinese person said, “This 
idea is very lofty and profound. I will be 
coming to learn the Buddhadharma.” 
 
         Speaking of impending death, each of 
us should think about our own deaths. Be-
fore long, the Brahman woman’s mother 
died. We need to retrospect, “When will I 
die? Where will I go after death? Will I end 
up in the hells like the Brahman woman’s 
mother?” When we listen to the sutras, we 
should reflect on each part we hear. Do not 
let it go in one ear and out the other. That 
would be meaningless. Everyone will die. 
Neither believe what I said earlier about 
death being the best thing nor believe that 
death is the worst thing. Whether death is 
good or bad, people will eventually die. Do 
good and it will be good; do bad and it will 
be bad. Earlier I have said, “Plant good 
causes and reap good retributions; plant 
evil causes and reap evil retributions.” 
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The ancients had this to say,  
 

Seeing the death of others,  
my heart burns like fire.  
It burns not for others,  

but in anticipation of my turn. 
 
When I see someone pass away, my heart is blazing hot 
like it is on fire. It is not burning for the death of others, 
but it makes me wonder how come he died? Soon it will 
be my turn. A few days ago, I said there are more births 
than deaths; nonetheless, death comes to each one of us 
in turn. Eventually, everyone will die. Hence, “Seeing 
the death of others, my heart burns like fire. It burns not 
for others, but in anticipation of my turn.” Since you are 
not afraid of death, then, die soon, or die now. Why did 
you not die?  
 
         It is not a matter of whether you are afraid to die 
or not, but whether you have a pleasant or unpleasant 
death. Unpleasant deaths result from catastrophes and 
disasters, e.g. getting hit by a car, plane casualties, 
boats going under water, train collisions. These are all 
unexpected. You didn’t want to die, but you did. These 
are accidents. Accidental deaths are unpleasant deaths. 
If you die at the moment you want to die, it is pleasant 
death. What if you do not want to die? You can culti-
vate for immortality. 
 

 (To be continued ...) 
 

 

 
 

(Continuing from page 14)   
The  Buddhas,  Bodhisattvas,  Hearers,  and  Those 
Enlightened  by  Conditions  are  the  Four  Dharma 
Realms of Sages. The heavenly gods, people, asuras, 
hells, hungry ghosts and animals make up the Six 
Dharma Realms of Ordinary Beings. Together, they 
constitute the Ten Dharma Realms. Where do the Ten 
Dharma Realms come from? They originate from the 
single thought presently in your mind. All Ten Realms 
in a single thought / Never apart from your present 
thought. The Ten Dharma Realms are not beyond your 
present thought. If you can understand that thought: If 
you understand this present thought, then you can im-
mediately reach the other shore. You can attain Ma-
haprajnaparamita. Reaching the other shore means you 
become enlightened and are no longer deluded. You 
have smashed through ignorance. When ignorance is 
shattered, the Dharma-body manifests. 

     (The End of the Article) 
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(Continued from issue #293)  

(10) The Dharma Realm of the Hells 
 

Anxiety and suffering pervade the hells. 
Without any doors, one bores right in. 

When delusions are produced and  
offenses are committed, 

One will undergo retributions in due accord. 
 

         The hells are the most miserable place. If any of you 
would like to take a tour there, I guarantee you will get 
there instantly. How?  It is said, 
 

When depressed and melancholic,  
you roam through the hells; 

When happy and smiling, you enjoy eternal youth; 
When weeping and woeful,  

you create a small dark room in the hells. 
 
If you are depressed, you are planting a seed for the hells; 
whereas, if you smile, you are planting a seed for the 
heavens. There is a saying: From ancient times, the divine 
immortals have had no other practice than merely being 
happy and not being sad. So if you can always smile, once 
you aged, you'll still be youthful. If you cry, you give 
yourself a lot of vexation. To sum it up, Anxiety and suf-
fering pervade the hells such that there is no happiness in 
the hells. Without any doors, one bores right in: The hells 
basically have no doors. You create the doors yourself, 
and burrow your way in by force, determined to get in at 
all costs.  Giving rise to delusions and committing of-
fenses, one will undergo retributions in due accord. Why 
do people end up in the hells? Because of ignorance and 
lack of understanding, they create evil karma. No matter 
what kind of karma you create, you have to undergo the 
corresponding retribution. The operation of cause and 
effect is never the slightest bit off. This is an endless cy-
cle. 

All Ten Realms, in a single thought － 
never apart from your present thought. 

If you can understand that thought, 
You can immediately reach the other shore. 

 
(Continuation in Page 13)  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Thought 

 

  Instructional talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua  
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          One of the two speakers who just gave a dharma 
talk is Jin Bo Shi, a bhikshuni. “Bo” is the first char-
acter in the Chinese term (Bo Re) for prajna.  When she 
first left the home life, she was called Jin Re Shi, which 
required a lot of tongue twisting to pronounce. So, her 
name was changed to “Jin Bo Shi,” which was easier to 
articulate. It’s just switching the first and second Chi-
nese characters for prajna.  She is from Malaysia. 
Shortly after leaving the home life, she has been doing 
laborious work at the City of Dharma Realm (CDR). 
Till this day, she is still working tirelessly. She teaches 
physical education at the school within CDR. 
 
          Sitting next to her is Jin Wen Shi.  “Wen” is the 
first character in the Chinese term for gentle (wen he), 
so therefore she’s very gentle. She is also from Malay-
sia.  After these brief introductions, you should now 
know a little more about them. Hence, the introductions 
have come to be briefer, and I don’t know if that is the 
right way to do it.  Since they seldom come here, I take 
the time to make a special introduction about them.  
Having introduced one, it will be unfair if I don’t in-
troduce the others. The Buddha mind is the embodi-
ment of equality, which we will learn in the repentance 
ceremony that’s about to begin.  Jin Wen Shi is an ac-
countant.  She also teaches at the school within CDR. 
 
         The next speaker is Jin Zhe Shi, and her full mo-
nastic name is Chin Li Jin Zhe.  “Zhe Li”  is the Chi-
nese term for philosophy. To say the least, being able to 
become a bhikshuni in the ranking of a grandchild dis-
ciple,  in  the  Dharma Realm Buddhist  Association 
founded by the Venerable Master, is a circumstance 
that’s extremely difficult to encounter. 
 
         During the Vietnam War, Jin Zhe Shi was fleeing 
to escape from the atrocities of war.  Being able to 
survive under such extreme peril was not easy.   
 

(Continuation in Page 7)   

 
 

Whether going with the flow or against the flow, 
Nothing is apart from doing the Buddha’s work. 

 
Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng  Shr  on November  23, 2017, 

 during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2024 3 4    Schedule of Weekly Events –  March and April of 2024 

  

3/3 (                                           
 

  Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/10 (                                            Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/17 (                                           Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/24 (                                              Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/31 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

4/7 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

4/14 (                                              Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 
 

4/14 5/05) 
The Jeweled Repentance of Ten Thousand Buddhas online at City of 
Dharma Realm, April 14 ~ May 5:  Start of Repentance Ceremony 

4/21 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

4/28 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 


