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(Continued from issue #290)  
Ananda said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, I am 
the Buddha’s favorite cousin. It is because my mind 
loved the Buddha that I was led to leave the home-life. It 
is my mind that not only makes offerings to the Tatha-
gata, but also, in passing through lands as many as the 
grains of sand in the Ganges River to serve all Buddhas 
and good, wise advisors, and in martialing great courage 
to practice every difficult aspect of the dharma, I always 
use this mind. Even if I am slandering the dharma and 
eternally withdrawing my good roots, it would also be 
because of this mind. If this is not my mind, then I have 
no mind, and I am the same as a clod of earth or a piece 
of wood. Without this awareness and knowing, nothing 
would exist. Why does the Tathagata say this is not my 
mind? I am startled and frightened and not one member 
of the great assembly is without doubt. I only hope that 
the World Honored One will regard us with great com-
passion and instruct those who have not yet awakened.” 
 
          After listening to the Buddha’s explanation, Ananda 
still didn’t understand. He still wanted to debate the issue. 
Ananda said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, I am 
the Buddha’s favorite cousin.” He said, “I am the Bud-
dha’s youngest and most favored cousin, and the Buddha 
loves me dearly. As I stand before the Buddha I am like a 
child.” The word “favorite” means that the Buddha let him 
have his own way. He didn’t try to control him. Ananda 
could do whatever he pleased. It is because my mind loved 
the Buddha that I was led to leave the home-life. Ananda 
says that it was his mind that loved the Buddha’s thirty-two 
hallmarks. The Buddha’s face is like the clear full moon, and 
like a thousand suns emitting light. His hallmarks are ex-
quisite. “So the Buddha told me to leave home, and as soon 
as he suggested it I agreed, because I loved his adorning 
hallmarks and characteristics.” Ananda hadn’t forgotten that 
the causes and conditions for his leaving home were his 
seeing the Buddha’s thirty-two hallmarks. 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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It is my mind that not only makes offerings to 
the Tathagata – my mind makes offerings not 
only to you, World Honored One – but also, in 
passing through lands as many as the grains of 
sand in the Ganges river to serve all Buddhas 
and good, wise advisors – ‘But also’ are super 
abbreviation words. It means from here to there, 
with immeasurable and boundless numbers. When 
Ananda says “serve,” he means “I go to attend on 
all Buddhas, to make offerings to all Buddhas, to 
bow to all Buddhas, and I do the same for teachers 
of vast knowledge and experience. And in marti-
aling great courage to practice every difficult 
aspect of the dharma, I always use this mind. I 
do all the things other people cannot do. People 
fear suffering, but I am not afraid to suffer. I look 
after Buddhas and tend to their every need, sacri-
ficing everything. I bear what others cannot bear 
and practice what others cannot practice. The rea-
son I am able to develop merit and virtue by mak-
ing offerings to the Triple Jewel is because I use 
this mind. 
 
Even if I am slandering the dharma and eter-
nally withdrawing my good roots, it would also 
be because of this mind. Even if you say that I am 
slandering the Dharma to speak this way – even if I 
were to retreat and cut off my good roots to the 
point that there were none left, I would still be 
using this mind. This sentence can alternately be 
said to mean that Ananda is supposing that if he 
ever were to slander the Dharma, he still thinks it 
would be his mind that would be doing it. 
 
If this is not my mind, then I have no mind, and 
I am the same as a clod of earth or a piece of 
wood. Without this awareness and knowing, 
nothing would exist. Ananda is really flustered to 
be speaking in this way. “I’ve become someone 
without a mind. I’m no different from dirt or wood. 
I have no mind. If I am separate from this con-
scious mind that makes discriminations, then what 
else is there? There isn’t anything at all. My pre-
sent ability to hear the sutra and listen to Dharma is 
a function solely of this mind. Beyond that I have 
nothing. 
 
“Why does the Tathagata say this is not my 
mind? I am startled and frightened and not one 
member of the great assembly is without doubt. 
Now I am really alarmed. You’ve talked me right 
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out of my mind. And not only myself, but the 
multitudes of this great assembly, I believe 
everyone has doubts regarding this. 
 
“I only hope that the World Honored One 
will regard us with great compassion and 
instruct those who have not yet  awak-
ened.”I can only hope that the World Hon-
ored One can bestow great compassion, as 
compassion can pull people out of suffering. 
“Please rescue each of us from our distress,” 
Ananda says, “and teach those of us who have 
not understood this doctrine so that we can 
understand.” 
 
          Ananda said, “we are all in unbearable 
pain now!  Why? Though my fear is painful, 
the assembly’s doubt is even more painful”. 
By “doubts” is meant that they had not un-
derstood the doctrine and had questions about 
it.  
 
          Why did Ananda say that the great as-
sembly had doubts, but that he himself was 
alarmed? It’s that all the others in the assem-
bly  were  onlookers  and  so  they  had  not 
thought to take the situation personally and 
put themselves in his place. They simply took 
note of the principles. But Ananda was being 
addressed personally, so when Shakyamuni 
Buddha said he didn’t have a mind he was 
shocked. “No mind? That’s too much. Next 
thing you know I won’t have a life either.” 
Hence Ananda was alarmed and fearful. 
 
          Ananda says that everyone else who 
was listening to his dialogue with the Buddha 
had doubts about what they heard, but in fact 
that too was a deduction Ananda made with 
his conscious mind. “Probably they haven’t 
understood either,” he thought. He didn’t re-
alize that the great Bodhisattvas who were 
present, although they hadn’t said anything, 
had long since understood. Within his small 
frame of  reference  Ananda  was  deducing 
things about those whose frame of reference 
was much greater. Actually, however, I be-
lieve that members of the assembly such as 
Manjushri  Bodhisattva,  Gwan  Yin  Bodhi-
sattva,  and  Great  Strength  Bodhisattva, 
couldn’t have had any doubts. That is what I 
said. 
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Then the World Honored One gave instruction to 
Ananda and the great assembly, wishing to cause 
their minds to enter the state of patience with the 
non-existence of beings and phenomena. 
 
Then the World Honored One: at the time that 
Ananda asked the Buddha to instruct those who had 
not yet awakened, Shakyamuni Buddha pitied his 
young cousin and felt a loving protectiveness for 
him. So, he gave instruction to Ananda and the 
great assembly, wishing to cause their minds to 
enter the state of patience with the non-existence 
of beings and phenomena. What is meant by the 
“patience with the non-existence of beings and phe-
nomena”? There are three kinds of patience: patience 
with beings; patience with phenomena; and patience 
with the non-existence of beings and phenomena. At 
this point, I will briefly explain again the ‘patience 
with the non-existence of beings and phenomena’. 
 
         Patience with the non-existence of beings and 
phenomena: No phenomena comes to being and no 
phenomena ceases to be. When you attain patience 
with the non-existence of beings and phenomena, 
you see that in each of the four sagely and six ordi-
nary Dharma realms not even the minutest phenom-
ena arises and not even the minutest phenomena are 
destroyed. The four sagely dharma realms are be-
yond the realm of desire, the realm of form and the 
realm of formlessness, while the six ordinary realms 
are within the three realms but in none of them is 
there any production or extinction; and yet the fun-
damental substance of every phenomena is in a state 
of unmoving suchness. 
 
         Because they are in a state of unmoving such-
ness, there is neither production nor extinction. Be-
fore you understand you think: “Oh no, so there’s no 
production or extinction, and all the myriad phe-
nomena vanish!” A fear rises in your heart; you can’t 
bear the idea of it. But if you actually experience the 
state of non-production and non-extinction, in fact it 
will not seem at all unusual and you will be able to 
bear it, because you attain patience with the non-
existence of beings and phenomena. Then you will 
have gained a mutual response with the Way. A 
mutual response occurs when you are about to attain 
enlightenment but have not yet done so. 
 
         When the mutual response occurs, the only 
thing you can do is cherish it in your heart. You 
yourself know, but you cannot go around telling 



-6-     291 , 2023 9/10
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #291 September/October 2023 

 

 

 

 

people about it. It is inexpressible. That is what is called 
patience with the non-existence of beings and phenom-
ena. When you can see that the mountains, the rivers, 
the earth, and all that grows forth from them are things 
within your self-nature; that the three realms are only 
the mind, and that the myriad phenomena are only con-
sciousness; once you attain that state, then everything, 
every phenomenon, is devoid of production and extinc-
tion. Everything you see – the mountains, the rivers, the 
earth, the plants – are all one true appearance. That is 
patience with the non-existence of beings and phenom-
ena. Before you have truly realized and truly obtained 
this state, you must be patient. You must be able to bear 
it. Now the Buddha spoke to the assembly, wishing to 
cause everyone there and all living beings to attain the 
state of patience with the non-existence of beings and 
phenomena. 
 
From the lion’s seat he rubbed Ananda’s crown and 
said to him, “The Tathagata has often said that all 
phenomena that arise are only manifestations of the 
mind. All causes and effects, the worlds as many as 
fine motes of dust, come into being because of the 
mind. 
 
From the lion’s seat he rubbed Ananda’s crown and 
said to him: The Buddha wished to cause all living 
beings to enter the patience with the non-existence of 
beings and phenomena, so he sat on the lion’s seat, 
rubbed Ananda’s crown with his hand and said to him. 
‘The  lion’s  seat’  does  not  mean  that  the  Buddha 
mounted a lion and sat on it, or that his seat was carved 
in the shape of a lion. The Buddha’s speaking dharma is 
like the roar of a lion, and so the place where the Buddha 
sits is called the lion’s seat. He rubbed Ananda’s 
crown. The Buddha rubbed the top of Ananda’s head 
with his hand. In Buddhism, rubbing the crown is a 
gesture which represents the power of the utmost com-
passionate love to attract living beings and draw them 
in. 
 
And said to him, “The Tathagata has often said that 
all phenomena that arise are only manifestations of 
the mind. I, the Tathagata, have often said in the past 
that  every single phenomenon,  whether  worldly or 
transcendental, is manifested entirely from within our 
minds.  
 
All causes and effects: cause upon cause, effect after 
effect, all that occur in this world and throughout the 
worlds as many as fine motes of dust come into being 
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because of the mind.” They are all brought because of 
our minds. So the ancients of China had a saying: 

 
If a man recognizes his mind 

There’s not an inch of dirt left on earth. 
 
If you can recognize your own mind, then there’s not 
even an inch of dirt left on earth. What is there? Where 
did it go? That’s the Ch’an school’s way of expressing 
the irony of the ineffable. Unfortunately, we have not 
recognized our minds, and so the great earth is still a 
big mound of dirt. 
 
“Ananda, when all the things in the world, includ-
ing blades of grass and strands of silk thread, are 
examined at their fundamental source, each is seen 
to have substance and a nature, even empty space 
has a name and an appearance. How much the less 
could the clear, wonderful, pure bright mind, the 
essence of all thoughts, itself be without a sub-
stance?” 
 
          The  Buddha  called  Ananda’s  name  again, 
“Ananda, when all the things in the world, includ-
ing blades of grass and strands of silk thread, are 
examined at their fundamental source, each is seen 
to have substance and a nature” Absolutely every-
thing in the world, including the mountains, the rivers, 
the earth, vegetation, and all the myriad appearances, 
even down to blades of grass or fine strands of silk 
thread, if you try to seek out their fundamental source, 
each has its own substance and nature. The character
「詰」means examined. 
 
Even empty space has a name and an appearance, 
How much the less could the clear, wonderful, pure 
bright mind, the essence of all thoughts, itself be 
without a substance: Even empty space, which still 
has the name “empty space” and has the appearance of 
empty space, all have a substance and a nature How 
much the less could the wonderful pure mind have no 
substance? It, too, certainly has substance. 
 

 (To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #290) 
 

         Now in this sutra passage, the 
Buddha said that he contemplated with 
the Buddha Eye. Using the Buddha 
Eye,  he  contemplated  upon all  the 
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Sound Hear-
ers, Those Who Enlighten to Condi-
tions, Pratyekabuddhas, dragons and 
spirits of the eightfold division. Their 
numbers cannot be exhausted. “I do 
not  know  the  numbers  in  detail,” 
Shakyamuni Buddha said. Those be-
ings have been taken across to be-
come Buddhas a long time ago by 
Earth Store Bodhisattva, all these Bo-
dhisattvas are being taken across in 
the time when Earth Store Bodhisattva 
was  on  the  cause  ground,  will  be 
taken across are all the dragons and 
spirits, gods and all beings of the fu-
ture, have been brought to accom-
plishment, are being brought to ac-
complishment, or will be brought to 
accomplishment by Earth Store Bo-
dhisattva [Ksitigharba] throughout 
many eons.” In the Chinese language, 
the word ‘accomplishment’ consists of 
two characters that signify lush and 
lofty because the fruition attained is 
the highest. It also denotes filiality: 
being filial to one’s parents. In China, 
‘filiality’ is not something that can be 
shouldered by just anybody. So, who 
can? The emperor. Emperors of an-
cient times governed the world by way 
of filiality, and achieved the loftiest 
virtues. 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
 

   

地
藏
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         In this sutra, Earth Store Bodhisattva 
has helped all beings realize Buddhahood. 
Now, he is helping living beings be Bodhi-
sattvas; in the future, he will help all beings 
accomplish Buddhahood, the highest frui-
tion. This concept encompasses three proc-
esses: 1. planting, as in planting seeds. 2. 
maturing, as in the planted seeds of grains 
growing from out of the soil when they are 
nurtured and irrigated. 3. being liberated, as 
in liberation after reaching maturation for a 
while. In other words, it is making beings 
who have not planted any good roots to plant 
good roots; it is making beings who have 
planted good roots to grow; it is making 
those whose good roots have grown to ma-
ture; it is making those whose good roots 
have matured to attain liberation. Hence, 
these  are  the  three  meanings  of 
“accomplishment”. 
 
Manjushri said to the Buddha, “World 
Honored One, throughout many eons in 
the past, since a long long time ago, I have 
cultivated good roots and my wisdom has 
been certified as unobstructed. I have al-
ready certified to unobstructed wisdom. Un-
obstructed wisdom is the Four Unobstructed 
Eloquences;  the  Four  Unobstructed  Elo-
quences are the Four Unobstructed Wisdom. 
The Four Unobstructed Eloquences are: 
 
1. The Unobstructed Eloquence of Dharma. 
The dharmas spoken are very reasonable. 
Though it is one principle, it can be differ-
entiated into millions and millions of princi-
ples. Although they are millions and millions 
of principles, they can all revert to one prin-
ciple. 
2.The Unobstructed Eloquence of Meaning. 
3. The Unobstructed Eloquence of Speech: 
words spoken truly make sense. 
4. The Unobstructed Eloquence of Delight in 
Speaking: one delights in speaking. 
 
When I hear what the Buddha says, I im-
mediately accept it with faith. Since I, 
Manjushri, cultivated Mahayana dharmas in 
the past, I believe instantaneously what the 
Buddha says. But Hearers of small attain-
ment, such as Sound Hearers, Those Who 



-10-     291 , 2023 9/10
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #291 September/October 2023 

 

睺

 

 

Enlighten to Conditions, gods, dragons, and the 
rest  of  the  Eightfold  Division,  i.e.yakshas, 
ghandharvas, asuras, garudas, kinnaras, and ma-
haragas and all beings in the future who hear 
the Thus Come One’s true and sincere words, 
will certainly harbor doubts. Look! As truthful 
as the Buddha’s words are, these beings are still 
skeptical. What more with my disciples? Some of 
my disciples do not believe in my explanation of 
the sutras and want to run away. No wonder 
Manjushri said all of the Eightfold Division does 
not believe and questions the Buddha’s spoken 
truths. 
 
         Some people think it is very commonplace 
to hear sutra lectures such as what we are doing 
now. Actually, it is the most difficult thing to 
come by, especially here in America. Take a look 
at how many places offer sutra lectures, line by 
line following the sutra text and explaining the 
meaning word by word? None. In the Western 
nations, it is extremely rare. Moreover, since 
Westerners  have  never  understood  Buddhad-
harma, they do not recognize the true and actual 
Buddhadharma that they now hear. 
 
         It is like people who have never seen gold –
 when you give them gold they regard it as cop-
per. Another analogy is when people regard dia-
monds as glass because they don’t recognize 
diamonds. Similarly, when you explain genuine 
Buddhadharma to those who do not recognize it, 
they regard it as something very ordinary, they 
said it is external and not internal. Actually, how 
can you understand the internal if you do not 
even understand the external? The internal and 
the external should be governed simultaneously. 
Without understanding the principles, you cannot 
practice cultivation; without practicing cultiva-
tion,  you  cannot  understand  the  principles. 
Hence, understanding and practice must mutually 
correspond. Understanding means to understand 
the Buddhadharma; practice means to cultivate 
according to the Buddhadharma. 
 
        When  Shakyamuni  Buddha  explained 
this Earth Store Sutra, even Manjushri Bodhi-
sattva raised his concern about Sound Hearers of 
the small attainments, gods, dragons and the rest 
of the Eightfold Division, and all beings in the 
future – that they could not believe it. Since they 
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have no good roots or insufficient good roots, when 
they hear the true words spoken by the Buddha, they 
are certainly skeptical and have doubts. Even if they 
receive the teaching most respectfully. Suppose they 
receive the teachings, it is only temporary because their 
faith only lasts for a short period of time.  
 
         For example, there are people who take refuge 
with the Triple Jewel, but they have no faith because 
their minds are full of deviant knowledge and deviant 
views. When you explain the Proper Dharma to them, 
they do not understand. Because they do not under-
stand,  they  cannot  avoid  slandering  it.  When 
Shakyamuni Buddha was in the world, Manjushri Bo-
dhisattva made this suggestion: My only wish is that 
the World Honored One will proclaim for everyone 
what Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva prac-
ticed and what vows he made while on the level of 
planting causes. I wish that you, World Honored One, 
will  speak  more  about  Earth  Store  Bodhisattva 
Mahasattva, this great Bodhisattva. What practices did 
he cultivate and what vows did he make in past lives? 
When we make vows, no matter what it is, we must 
keep our words and fulfill our promises. No matter 
what kind of hardship or difficulty we encounter, we 
should carry out our vows. . .that now enables him to 
succeed in doing such inconceivable deeds. This 
Earth Store Bodhisattva achieves this type of incon-
ceivable state. 
 
The Buddha said to Manjushri, “By way of analogy, 
suppose that each blade of grass, tree, forest, rice 
plant, hemp stalk, bamboo, reed, mountain, rock, 
and dust mote in a Three Thousand Great Thou-
sand World System was a Ganges River. Then sup-
pose that each grain of sand in each of those Ganges 
Rivers was a world and that each dust mote in each 
of those worlds was an eon. 
Then suppose that each dust mote accumulated in 
each of those eons was itself an eon. The time 
elapsed since Earth Store Bodhisattva was certified 
to the position of the Tenth Ground is a thousand 
times longer than that in the above analogy. Even 
longer was the time that he dwelled on the levels of 
Sound Hearer and Pratyekabuddha.”  
 
The Buddha said to Manjushri. Shakyamuni Buddha 
told Manjushri Bodhisattva, let me give you an anal-
ogy.  “By way of analogy, suppose that each blade of 
grass, tree, forest, rice plant, hemp stalk, bamboo, 
reed, mountain, rock, and dust mote in a Three 
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Thousand Great Thousand World Sys-
tem was a Ganges River. We are not talk-
ing about just one of each of these items, 
but all the grasses, all the trees, all the edi-
ble rice plants, all the usable hemp stalks 
etc. How many bamboos and reeds are 
there in a Three Thousand Great Thousand 
World System? Can you count all of them? 
You cannot. When there are a lot of dust 
motes, they become mountains. There are 
so many things in the Three Thousand 
Great  Thousand World System. If  each 
item was one, what would be the total?  
 
         If every blade of grass counted as one 
Ganges River, then the number of Ganges 
Rivers that existed would be uncountable. 
Not only every blade of grass, but every 
tree, forest, rice plant, hemp stalk, bamboo, 
and reed too, to count as one Ganges River. 
One item is one Ganges River; two items 
are two Ganges rivers; three items are three 
Ganges rivers; four items are four Ganges 
rivers...The number of grass and trees are 
practically infinite, so there would be infi-
nite Ganges rivers. This means that there 
are so many that the figure cannot be cal-
culated. If each item were to turn into a 
Ganges  River,  how  many  sand  grains 
would be in those Ganges rivers? 
 
Then suppose that each grain of sand in 
each  of  those  Ganges  Rivers  was  a 
world. If every sand grain in all those 
Ganges  Rivers  were  a  Three  Thousand 
Great Thousand World. And that each 
dust mote in each of those Three Thou-
sand Great Thousand worlds was an eon. 
Then suppose that each dust mote accu-
mulated in each of those eons was itself 
a great eon. The time elapsed since Earth 
Store Bodhisattva was certified to the 
position of the Tenth Ground is a thou-
sand times or longer than that in the 
above analogy. Even longer was the time 
that he dwelled on the levels of Sound 
Hearer  and  Pratyekabuddha.  Not  to 
mention how long Earth Store Bodhisattva 
was a Sound Hearer, how long he was a 
Sravaka, how long he was a Pratyekabud-



-13-     291 , 2023 9/10
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #291 September/October 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dha. Earth Store Bodhisattva’s conduct and vows 
have been in existence for a long time. 
 
“Manjushri, the awesome spiritual strength 
and vows of this Bodhisattva are inconceiv-
able. If good men or women of the future hear 
this Bodhisattva’s name, praise him, behold 
and bow to him, call his name, make offerings 
to him, or if they draw, carve, cast, sculpt, or 
make lacquered images of him, such people 
will be reborn in the Heaven of the Thirty-
Three one hundred times and will never fall 
into the Evil Paths.” 
 
Manjushri, Shakyamuni Buddha called out, the 
awesome spiritual strength and vows of this 
Bodhisattva are inconceivable. Which Bodhi-
sattva is the Buddha referring to? It is Earth Store 
Bodhisattva.  His  awesome  virtues,  spiritual 
powers and vows are inconceivable. To save all 
beings with profoundly heavy offenses, he uses 
his awesome might to subdue them. He made 
these vows:  
 

Unless the hells are empty,  
I will not become a Buddha. 

Only when all beings are saved,  
will I then certify to Bodhi. 

 
         He wants to save all beings before he be-
comes a Buddha. If there is one being who has 
not been saved, he will not become a Buddha. 
This is why it has been so long and he is still not a 
Buddha.  After  this  being  is  saved,  another 
comes; it never ends. One being is born, while 
another passes away; or one being passes away 
while another being comes into the world. There 
are ten times, a hundred times, a thousand times, 
ten thousand times more living beings that are 
born than those passing away. Let us calculate 
and see if there are more deaths or births in San 
Francisco right now. Deaths come after aging 
and sickness; whereas birth only requires ten 
months of pregnancy, a relatively shorter period 
of time. Since it takes decades before people die, 
the number of births surpasses the number of 
deaths by millions more. This makes Earth Store 
Bodhisattva’s work so tedious that up to now, he 
still cannot become a Buddha. 
          

(To be continued ...) 
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(7) The Dharma Realm of Humans 
 

The way of people is harmony, 
With merit and offenses interspersed. 

On virtuous deeds you rise, with offenses you fall; 
It has nothing to do with another else. 

 
         In the Dharma Realm of Humans, there are 
good people and there are bad people. There are 
types of people who are harmonious by nature and 
get along with everyone, hence, the verse ‘The way 
of people is harmony’. With merit and offenses in-
terspersed. People are neither entirely good nor en-
tirely bad. If they were entirely good, they would 
ascend to the heavens. If they were entirely bad, they 
would become animals or hungry ghosts, or fall into 
the hells. They have a bit of merit, and also have a bit 
of offenses. Either their merit exceeds their offenses, 
or their offenses exceed their merit. When a person's 
merit is greater than his offenses, he will be born in a 
noble family; with little merit and many offenses, he 
will be born into a poor family.  
 
         According to the amount of good and bad 
karma each individual has created, myriad differ-
ences and distinctions result from these two ex-
tremes. People are neither totally yin nor totally 
yang. Those who are totally yin will become ghosts 
while those who are totally yang will ascend to the 
heavens; they will not be humans. On virtuous deeds 
you rise, with offenses you fall. If you perform deeds 
of merit and virtue, you will ascend. If you commit 
heavy offenses, you will descend. It has nothing to 
do with anyone else. Other people cannot make you 
fall into the hells or make you become a hungry 
ghost or an animal. What you become is your own 
doing. As it's said, "You commit the offenses your-
self, you undergo the retributions yourself." That's 
the human realm. 
  

     (To be continued ...) 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Thought 

 

  Instructional talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua  
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(Continued from issue #290)  

         This dharma door of non-duality is such. If we 
wish to return to the home of the Dharma King and 
set foot inside the main door, and to never go stray 
again, there is only one way. What is this one way? 
What is this Dharma Door? It is to cultivate our self
-nature. What is our self-nature? We must be cog-
nizant of our self-nature and cultivate it ourselves. If 
our buddha nature has fallen, we have to rescue it 
and return it to its original form. We can only do this 
by cultivating and saving oneself. 
 
         Creating offenses occurs in the span of one 
single thought. The Venerable Master often say, 
”neglecting to guard the one single thought, the 
entire substance is razed.”  Starting with one single 
thought, when that thought goes off course, and we 
keep going without realizing we have gone astray, 
we will just go further and further off course.  The 
further we go off course, the more karmic offenses 
we create.  The more karmic offenses we create, the 
more wayward we become.  Everything starts with 
that one single thought, and we have to be extremely 
conscientious and attentive on how to guard this one 
single thought.  It is like trekking along the edge of a 
cliff or walking on thin ice. The less karmic offenses 
we create, the less retribution we have to undergo.  
Then, we would not lose the human form, we will 
not lose the chance of encountering the proper 
dharma and draw near a good and wise advisor. If 
we do a precise and accurate reckoning, we will see 
that we are still ahead. What keeps us ahead is up-
holding the precepts and to abide by the rules; do 
not commit offenses, allow restoration of our self-
nature to its original brilliance and purity. This is the 
best deal. Therefore, do not allow our thoughts to go 
astray. Wish everyone will strike up your spirit, be a 
good influence for yourself and motivate yourself. 
Amitabha!   
          

(The End of the Article) 

 

 Neglecting to Guard the One Single Thought,  
the Entire Substance is razed  

 
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng  Shr  on November  19, 2017, 
 during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 

 
 

，

，
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2023 9 10    Schedule of Weekly Events –  September and October of 2023 

  

9/3 (                                           
 

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

9/10 (                                              Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

9/17 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

9/24 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

10/1 (                                              Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

10/8 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

10/15 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

10/22 (                                              Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

10/29 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 


