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(Continued from issue #289)  
 

 Ananda said, “The Tathagata is ask-
ing where the mind is located. Now 
that I use my mind to search for it 
thoroughly, I propose that precisely 
what  is  able  to  investigate  is  my 
mind.”  
 
Ananda said, “The Tathagata is ask-
ing where the mind is located. World 
Honored One, you now ask me where 
my mind is.  
 
Now that I use my mind to search for 
it thoroughly”: ‘Now’ here means car-
rying on from the top to the bottom; that 
is, carrying the meaning from the top 
and continuing onward.  Because the 
above meaning has not been fully ex-
plained, hence the word ‘now’ is used  
here to propose and seek; to find this 
mind. ‘Thoroughly’ means to exhaust 
the principles. ‘Search’ means to look 
for; to pursue and chase after. 
 
         He looked for his mind. “I have 
searched every which way, absolutely 
everywhere, exhausting all possibilities, 
I have been chasing my mind. I pro-
pose that precisely what is able to 
investigate is my mind.” I can investi-
gate things, and that means there is a 
mind; so that which is capable of in-
vestigating things is probably my mind. 
When he says “propose”; that means 
he’s not absolutely sure. 
 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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The Buddha said, “Hey! Ananda, that is not your 
mind.” 
 
         Ananda thought what he said had a lot of principle, 
and he was confident that he’d succeeded in finding the 
mind. Little did he know the Buddha would scold him. 
The Buddha said, “Hey!”(Editor’s note: The Chinese 
character ‘咄’ has same meaning as Cantonese character 
‘鬧’ which means scolding)This was the same word the 
Buddha used to reprimand Aniruddha. “Hey! Hey! How 
can you sleep?” he asked him, and as a result of that 
reprimand. Here, the Buddha uses the same word to 
answer Ananda, which is a way of scolding. It means 
‘what you said is incorrect’.  He didn’t say whether An-
anda was right or wrong, he just used an expletive to yell 
at him.  
 
“Ananda, that is not your mind.”After the Buddha 
yelled“Hey! Ananda!  This is not your mind!  How can 
you assume that this is your mind?”  It is not! The Bud-
dha scolded him. 
 
         Why did the Buddha yell at Ananda? Because 
Ananda’s answer was a grave mistake; it was totally 
wrong. Earlier, he had persisted in taking the conscious 
mind as the true mind, and that was already a mistake. 
Even now he still hasn’t understood. The Buddha raised 
his fist to let Ananda understand his inherent nature 
through his seeing nature which is the pure and bright 
substance of the permanent dwelling true mind. How-
ever, Ananda had been confused for a long time. He 
neither realized nor understood his seeing nature. He 
said that it’s his eyes and mind that see. The Buddha 
guided him along by saying, “Fine, it’s the eyes that see; 
and what do you take to be the mind when you saw my 
fist dazzled with light?” But once again Ananda said that 
his ability to investigate is his mind. Yet that is merely 
the conscious mind. So, the Buddha again used his voice 
to awaken him. Sometimes people can wake up when 
they see something while their mind is totally concen-
trated. Ananda was extremely intent on his dialogue 
with the Buddha, and at that point the Buddha showed 
him his dazzling hand in the hope that Ananda would 
realize that it is the seeing nature that sees. But Ananda 
disappointed the Buddha again by saying instead that it 
is the eyes and the mind that see. 
 
         So, the Buddha used sound to lead Ananda to 
awaken to the Way through his hearing nature. He 
shouted, “Hey!” in a harsh and stern tone, using his 
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awesome  virtue  to  cause  Ananda  to  be 
enlightened upon hearing the sound. But An-
anda had been steeped in confusion for too 
long; he knew only scholarship and had ne-
glected  samadhi  power.  The  Buddha  had 
compassionately worked long and hard to 
teach and transform him, and Ananda still 
didn’t understand. Hence the Buddha said 
again: “Ananda! That is not your mind!” He 
noted: “This is not your mind.” At first, the 
Buddha seemed to be very stern when he rep-
rimanded Ananda with the word “Hey!”. See-
ing that Ananda still failed to grasp the prin-
ciple, he said again: “Ananda, ah!” If you 
speculate the situation, the sound “Ananda, 
ah” was not that loud. Why? It’s sounded like 
the  Buddha  is  coaxing  a  child  saying: 
“Ananda, this is not your mind, ah!” So, the 
Buddha first uses his awe-inspiring virtue to 
yell at him, then he used his compassionate 
heart to draw him in by explaining more gen-
tly. 
 
Startled, Ananda leapt from his seat, stood 
and put his palms together, and said to the 
Buddha, “If it’s not my mind, what is it?” 
 
“Startled,  Ananda  leapt  from  his  seat, 
stood and put his palms together, and said 
to the Buddha” Ananda was so taken aback 
that he jumped to his feet, looking stunned and 
alarmed. He stood to avoid being disrespectful 
when he addressed the Buddha. Basically, the 
word ‘leapt’ already includes ‘standing’.  If 
Ananda had not stood up, how could he jump 
off his seat?  Hence, I think the word ‘stood’ 
in the text is repetitive. The phrase ‘put his 
palms together’ should be sufficient.  How-
ever, since people from the past have added 
these two words, we can go along with him! 
It’s sufficed that we know this meaning, we 
don't deem it necessarily to say that the an-
cients are wrong. 
 
“If it’s not my mind, what is it?” If it’s not 
my mind, what do you call it then? Ananda 
didn’t know what to do. Suddenly he was 
without a mind. That cannot be! He was star-
tled and immediately stood up to address the 
Buddha. 
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The Buddha said to Ananda, “It is your percep-
tion of false appearances based on external ob-
jects which deludes your true nature and has 
caused you from beginningless time to your pre-
sent life to recognize a thief as your son, to lose 
your eternal source, and to undergo the wheel’s 
turning.” 
 
         This section of text explains not only Ananda’s 
problem but the problem of you and me and every-
one else. Everyone should know that from begin-
ningless time we have all taken thieves to be our 
sons. We have covered over our inherent nature so it 
cannot appear. 
 
The Buddha said to Ananda, “Ananda, don’t be 
nervous. Ananda, don’t be upset. You’re asking what 
it is that is able to investigate, aren’t you? Now I will 
tell you in detail.” 
 
It is your perception of false appearances based 
on external objects which deludes your true na-
ture. It is merely your mental processes that assign 
false and illusory attributes to the world of perceived 
objects. Your permanently dwelling true mind is 
deluded by the false and shadow appearance based 
on external objects. When you start to perceive, you 
already fall into a distinctive category of the per-
ceived shadow objects. The true mind is what hap-
pens before the rise of the perceived shadow objects. 
The mind that investigates is not your self-nature; it 
is not your true mind. It is merely a form of false 
thinking which makes distinctions. Since it’s the 
external objects that slightly subtle and less signifi-
cant, it is deluded and false. If you added a ‘perceive’ 
word, it is the false and illusory appearance. It can 
delude your true mind. The Chinese character ‘惑’ 
here means deluded, it does not mean doubtful. 
 
         Why can  it  delude  your  true  nature?  The 
shadow of external objects which deludes your true 
nature and has caused you from beginningless 
time to your present life to recognize a thief as 
your son. You have mistaken the false perception of 
externals for your son, and so you have lost your 
eternal source. You have lost all your gems, all your 
family heirlooms; your basic, permanently dwelling, 
unchanging true mind. The meaning here is the same 
as it was above: it’s not that you have actually lost it; 
it just seems to be lost. 
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This causes you to undergo the wheel’s turning. 
Because you are unaware of your own family treas-
ure, you do not know how to make use of it, and so 
you rise and sink on the turning wheel of birth and 
death. The wheel governs you and turns you, and 
you cannot transcend its cycle. That is why you are 
the way you are now. This life, next life, life after 
life will follow that same endless turning, suddenly 
high, suddenly low, suddenly above, suddenly be-
low. Sometimes you are born in the heavens and 
sometimes you fall back to earth. There is a saying 
that goes: 
 

Out of a horse’s belly into the womb of a cow. 
How many times back and forth have you  

passed by Yama’s halls, 
As you go from Shakra’s palaces  

down into Yama’s pot? 
 
          Out of a horse’s belly into the womb of a cow. 
How many times back and forth have you passed by 
Yama’s halls: Sometimes you become a horse, at 
other times you are a cow. In front of Yama’s halls, 
you trudge back and forth; one knows not how many 
times. As you go from Shakra’s palaces down into 
Yama’s pot: You are like Sundarananda, whom the 
Buddha took to the heavens, saying that if he culti-
vated the Way he would be rewarded with rebirthed 
there, with 500 goddesses serving him. Sundaran-
anda was beside himself with joy. But he forgot 
King Yama’s pot, for once your heavenly blessings 
are used up you fall again, perhaps into the hells, 
where you are boiled in a pot of oil. Once you start 
spinning on it, you end up going the wrong way and 
if you are in the least bit careless, once you get 
started in the wrong direction it is difficult to get 
back. You see, the path of the turning wheel is dan-
gerous.  So now that you have been born a human 
being, you should hurry up and wake up from this 
dream. Hurry up and get enlightened. Don’t con-
tinue as Ananda did to recognize a thief as your son. 

 (To be continued ...) 

 

  

(Continuing from page 14)    
 

Bulls have the nature of asuras. Dogs are even more 
asura-like. People who love raising dogs and spend 
a lot of time with dogs may also develop asura na-
tures. Therefore, be careful! Don't run off to join the 
asuras. 
 

     (To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #289) 
 

          Where do good and evil come from? It 
comes from each living being’s karmic retribution. 
When living beings’ evil karma matures, they see 
the Ghost King Evil Eyes; when their good karma 
matures, they see the Ghost King Kindhearted. 
Whether evil karma or good karma, when it ripens, 
it needs to make a turn. When evil karma ripens, it 
turns into good karma; when good karma ripens it 
sometimes turns into evil karma. If we were culti-
vating the Buddhadharma, we will not be turned 
by good or evil karma; instead, we will only walk 
toward good karma and not turn to evil karma. We 
will not go astray and end up at the mountain of 
knives, the cauldron of oil, or the tree of swords. 
 

 
         Why do we need to study the Buddhad-
harma? We want to flip heaven and earth, shatter 
them both. What does this mean? Heaven repre-
sents good karma; earth represents evil karma. 
Reverse the good and evil karma of heaven and 
earth, walk down the path of goodness and not the 
path of evil. If you do that, the evil ghost kings will 
be rendered useless and the good ghost kings will 
be jobless. As such, they will have to retire be-
cause they have no work to do. 
 

 
         I am very unhappy with recorders when I 
explain the sutras. Why? While the recorder is 
busy working, it makes some of my refuge disci-
ples dependent on the recordings.  They become 
lazy. No one is personally taking notes. In the past, 
everyone is attentively taking notes, writing a lot 
of notes and remembering very clearly.  Now, no 
one takes notes any more. They don’t listen with 
attention and they forget what they have read. 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
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Pretty soon they will return to me everything that I ex-
plained to them, forcing me to retire. Since both good 
and bad ghost kings are useless, I as a Dharma Master am 
useless too. So, I can’t let the good ghosts and bad ghosts 
retire. If they have no job to do, then I have no job too. I 
would not have any sutra to lecture on. Without sutras to 
lecture, there will be no people listening to lectures. 
Without people listening to lectures, what is the point of 
being a Dharma Master? 
 
         At  that  time,  Shakyamuni  Buddha  said  to 
Dharma Prince Manjushri Bodhisattva Mahasattva. 
Manjushri Bodhisattva is also called Wonderful Virtue 
Bodhisattva and Wonderful Auspiciousness Bodhisattva. 
Why is he called Wonderful Virtue? He was born with 
ten auspicious signs: 
 
1. brilliant light lit up the entire room; 
2. sweet dew overfilled the place; 
3. seven gems welled forth from the earth; 
4. hidden treasures magically opened up; 
5. chickens gave birth to phoenixes; 
6. pigs gave birth to dragons; 
7. horses gave birth to Qilins; 
8. cows gave birth to mythical beasts; 
9. Millets in the granary turned to gold; 
10. elephants had six tusks. 
 
He is called Wonderful Virtue because he had these ten 
inconceivable wonders. He is called Wonderful Auspi-
ciousness because he was born with these ten kinds of 
auspicious omens. 
 
          Actually, this Bodhisattva is no longer a Bodhi-
sattva but a Buddha. He became a Buddha in the past 
named the Venerated King Buddha of Dragon Seed. He 
has become a Buddha in the past. Is he a Buddha now? 
He has become a Buddha in the present too. What is his 
name as the present Buddha? He is called the Buddha of 
Accumulation of Treasures of Happiness Filled with 
Mani Jewels. His land is the World of Happiness in the 
north. 
 
         Manjushri Bodhisattva is the Buddha of Accumu-
lation of Mani Jewels. Although he has become a Bud-
dha, he came back astride the vessel of kindness, con-
cealing greatness and manifesting as small, as Manjushri 
Bodhisattva.  According to the Lotus Sutra, Manjushri 
Bodhisattva is  the  master  of  Shakyamuni  Buddha’s 
master. How come? The Buddha of Light from Sun and 
Moon Lamps had eight sons, the youngest became a 
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Buddha  named Burning  Lamp Buddha.  Burning 
Lamp Buddha’s master is Dharma Master Wonderful 
Light. Who is Dharma Master Wonderful Light? He 
is Manjushri Bodhisattva. Shakyamuni Buddha was 
Burning Lamp Buddha’s disciple; he received the 
prediction  for  Buddhahood  from Burning  Lamp 
Buddha and became a Buddha in this life. 
 
         In terms of generational hierarchy, Manjushri 
Bodhisattva is much more senior than Shakyamuni 
Buddha since he is the master of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha’s master. Now that Shakyamuni Buddha came to 
be a Buddha, Manjushri became Shakyamuni Bud-
dha’s disciple.  
 
         See how Bodhisattvas are devoid of all marks. 
They do not have discriminations and differentia-
tions. For them, there is neither big nor small, high 
nor low. When I lectured on the Vajra Sutra, I often 
told you that “The Dharma is equal and level, none is 
superior or inferior.” Now that we are in this room 
lecturing on the sutras and explaining the Dharma, 
who knows maybe some of you have been my mas-
ters and/or disciples in the past. Now you are study-
ing the Buddhadharma. If whoever amongst you has 
truly attained the Way and virtue, become enlight-
ened and realize Buddhahood, I may bow to you as 
my master.  The Buddhadharma is  inconceivably 
wonderful.  Herein  lies  the  wonderful  aspect  of 
Wonderful Virtue and Wonderful Auspiciousness. 
Once you understand, then “Being apart from all 
marks, lies the myriad dharma.” If you do not un-
derstand, then “Attached to marks you are wrong in 
every turn; attached to the unconditioned you fall 
into emptiness.” 
 
         When I lecture on the sutras, I speak extempo-
raneously. Sometimes my explanations shatter the 
heavens and sometimes quake the earth; but I do not 
care whether the sky collapses or the earth caves in. I 
do  not  care  for  anything;  there  is  nothing.  All 
dharmas are without the mark of self, the mark of 
people, the mark of living beings, the mark of life 
spans. So, what is the flourishing of the Buddhad-
harma? What is the decline of the Buddhadharma ? 
When is the period of Dharma Proper? When is the 
period of Dharma Ending? Everything is illusory. 
Some say, “Dharma Master, you confuse me.” I 
meant to confuse you. If you understood, you would 
not listen to my sutra lectures. OK, let me keep ex-
plaining this confusing sutra. 
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Bodhisattva Mahasattva. Mahasattva is a great Bo-
dhisattva. Who is this great Bodhisattva? Manjushri 
Bodhisattva. Shakyamuni Buddha asked Manjushri 
Bodhisattva, “As you regard these Buddhas who 
have come to the heavenly palace, Bodhisattvas, 
gods, dragons, ghosts, and spirits from this land, 
this world, and other lands who are now gathered 
in the Trayastrimsha Heaven, do you know how 
many of them there are? Do you know how many 
buddhas have come to the palace in the Traystrim-
sha Heaven to listen to me speak the Earth Store 
Sutra? How many Bodhisattvas? How many ghosts 
and spirits? Do you know the exact number? Why 
do I ask you? Because you have great wisdom, true 
wisdom and wisdom that thoroughly penetrates the 
source of the Dharma. Now let me ask you, do you 
know how many? Tell me! Please respond.” 
 
Manjushri said to the Buddha, “World Honored 
One, even if I were to measure and reckon with 
my spiritual powers for a thousand eons, I still 
would not be able to know how many of them 
there are.” 
 
The Buddha told Manjushri, “Regarding them 
with my Buddha Eye, their numbers cannot be 
exhausted. Those beings have been taken across, 
are being taken across, will be taken across, have 
been  brought  to  accomplishment,  are  being 
brought to accomplishment, or will be brought to 
accomplishment  by  Earth  Store  Bodhisattva 
[Ksitigharba] throughout many eons.” 
 
Manjushri said to the Buddha...Earlier, Shakya-
muni Buddha asked Manjushri Bodhisattva, do you 
know how many Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, ghosts and 
spirits there are? Manjushri Bodhisattva told the 
Buddha, “World Honored One, even if I were to 
measure and reckon with my spiritual powers 
for a thousand eons. . . Were I, to take one thou-
sand eons, to estimate and guess that number using 
my spiritual powers and wisdom, I still would not 
be able to know how many of them there are. I 
would not know that number.” 
 
The  Buddha  Shakyamuni  told  Manju-
shri Bodhisattva, “Regarding them with my Bud-
dha Eye...Observing with my Buddha Eye...what is 
a Buddha Eye? A Buddha Eye is like a thousand 
suns that are omniscient, seeing and hearing every-
thing. The Buddha Eye is replete with all functions 
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盡虛空遍法界都是

經典

遍

and is the manifestation of all wisdom. There are 
four other eyes: the Flesh Eye, the Heavenly Eye, 
the Dharma Eye and the Wisdom Eye. One verse 
describes them comprehensively: 
 

The Flesh Eye penetrates obstructions; 
The Heavenly Eye penetrates without  

obstructions; 
The Dharma Eye contemplates the secular; 

The Wisdom Eye understands true emptiness; 
The Buddha Eye is like a thousand suns, 
It is the same at the source but shines on  

different things. 
 

The Heavenly Eye sees everything thoroughly 
and clearly, without any obstructions. 
 
The Flesh Eye penetrates obstructions. What is 
the flesh eye? It can see everyone and everything. 
The Flesh Eye is not the eyes we typically use to 
see, there is another Flesh Eye. The Heavenly 
Eye and the Flesh Eye are on opposite sides. Not 
only can the Flesh Eye see things inside the 
house, it can also see things outside the house, 
regardless of how far. As long as you want to, 
you can see it. If you do not want to, of course 
you will not see it. Although you can see, it’s best 
if you do not. Why? Everything you see consti-
tutes a thought. It is better to have less thoughts 
than more thoughts. One less false thought is 
better than one more false thought. Using the 
Flesh Eye to see and observe things all come 
down to thoughts, although this kind of thought is 
somewhat different from most people’s thoughts. 
Although different, there is nothing advantageous 
to it. Even when you can see, you should not 
look. This is the Flesh Eye that penetrates ob-
structions. This means it can see through every 
item despite obstructions. 
 
The Dharma Eye contemplates the secular. The 
Dharma Eye perceives secular truths, which are 
the typical worldly situations. If you have opened 
your Dharma Eye, you need not hold a sutra to 
read the sutra. All you need to do is open your 
Dharma Eye and you can see all the sutras and 
limitless Dharma treasures filling the dharma 
realm to the end of empty space. As long as you 
have the purity of the Dharma Eye, you can 
thoroughly  contemplate  the  true  mark  of  all 
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dharmas. This is the Dharma Eye that contem-
plates the secular. 
 
The Wisdom Eye understands true emptiness. 
The Wisdom Eye contemplates emptiness. Secu-
lar truths are false truths because they are not 
substantive. Real truths are about the under-
standing of true emptiness. The Wisdom Eye 
understands true emptiness; it comprehends the 
true marks of all dharmas and true emptiness. 
 
The Buddha Eye is like a thousand suns. The 
Buddha’s eyes are as bright as a thousand suns. It 
is the same at the source but shines on different 
things. Although it sees different things, its fun-
damental substance is one. 
 

(To be continued ...) 

 

,
 

 

warm up 

  

 
  

(Continuing from page 15)    
 
Once we realize what we have done, we must 
admit our faults and acknowledge the debts we 
owe.  We must recognize our original mind, our 
original nature. 
 
          Taking into account all the karmic offenses 
that we have committed, we are still considerably 
lucky. We have the mahayana sutras, the in-
structional talks given by the Buddha, and the 
teachings of a bright eyed good and wise advisor.  
We are blessed with a pure bodhimanda of proper 
dharma, enabling us to cultivate such dharma 
door in the company of dharma friends and fel-
low cultivators.  These various causal conditions 
are not something we can realize on our own. 
Hence, we have to be grateful. Since we are 
grateful, we have to sincerely repent and reform.  
This is the only chance we have, and if we miss it, 
the possibility for a second chance is ultra slim. 
From the very beginning we must exert our-
selves; everyone must put forth his/ her best ef-
fort and work hard.  There is no warm-up to 
speak of. Do not dillydally. 
 

(To be continued ...) 
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(6) The Dharma Realm of Asuras 
 

Asuras have a violent nature; 
They have blessings, but no power. 
With a strong passion for fighting, 

They bob along in karma's tow. 
 

         Asura is a Sanskrit word which 
means "unattractive" or "ugly." Male 
asuras are extremely ugly and love to 
fight with others. Female asuras are 
extremely beautiful, but they love to 
wage  mental  wars  using  jealousy, 
obstructiveness, ignorance and afflic-
tions. 
 
         Although asuras themselves are 
categorized  under  one  Dharma 
Realm, their presence are identified in 
the  other  Dharma  Realms.  Being 
combative, with huge tempers, domi-
neering but unwilling to take orders 
from others, controlling but refused to 
be  controlled  by  others…,  are  all 
known as manifestations of asuras. 
 
          Asuras amongst people can be 
good or bad. Members of the national 
army, soldiers and generals are the 
good  asuras.  Bandits,  thieves  and 
robbers are the bad asuras. In general, 
those who steal other people's things, 
seize others' belongings, like to beat 
people, like to kill  people, are all 
called asuras.  
 
         Asuras in the heavens wage war 
with  the  heavenly  troops.  From 
morning to night, they hope to over-
throw Lord Shakra and seize the jew-
eled throne. But they are defeated 
every time. Why? Although they have 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Thought 

 

  Instructional talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua  
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the blessings of gods, they are devoid of 
power. That’s why they are defeated every 
time  they  waged  war  with  the  heavenly 
troops. 
 
         Asuras amongst animals like to bully 
other animals. For example, wolves, tigers, 
and lions, wish to devour other animals be-
cause they have the asura nature. Likewise, 
snakes and eagles are also asuras. 
 
         Asuras  amongst  ghosts  bully  other 
ghosts.  There  are  good  ghosts  and  evil 
ghosts. The evil ghosts refuse to listen to 
reason. Basically, ghosts generally cannot be 
reasoned with, but the evil ghosts are the 
most unreasonable among the unreasonable. 
 
          Asuras have a violent nature. They are 
extremely  violent  by  nature.  They  have 
blessings, but no power. They have heavenly 
blessings, but they do not have power in the 
heavens. They fight for power and gain, but 
fail to get them. With a strong passion for 
fighting. They just love to fight. Now, let’s 
take a look at this world; it's a world full of 
asuras. All these people talk about is fighting, 
fighting, fighting. People are fighting for this 
and fighting for that. You knock me over, and 
I  knock  you  down.  They  bob  along  in 
karma's tow. They are dragged by the forces 
of their own karma into their karmic desti-
nies. Therefore, cultivators must avoid fight-
ing at all costs. Don't be so belligerent and 
eager to fight. Don't have an explosive tem-
per. This way, you won't be associated with 
asuras. 
 
         In general, asuras refuse to listen to 
reason. They constantly lose their temper at 
everyone. If we take a closer look, we will 
find asuras in five out of the nine Dharma 
Realms. In the Dharma Realm of animals, 
there are asuras among the fowls and the 
beasts. Crocodiles are asuras in the aquatic 
world. There are also asuras amongst horses. 
In a herd of horses, they are known as the 
trouble-makers. They are also known as "the 
horse that harms the herd."  

(Continuation in Page 6)   
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          When bowing in repentance we must bow 
with utmost sincerity, channel our essence, energy, 
and spirit on what is most precious. So, everyone 
should eat your fill to have enough physical energy 
for bowing in repentance. However, if we overeat, 
then we are tired and drowsy and lose track of the 
recitation on the repentance text. So, everyone must 
regulate oneself to what works best for them. This is 
very important. 
 
         This is a grand event that occurs once a year. 
We are very fortunate to encounter this great causal 
condition. As we have just heard, the Venerable 
Master has repeatedly exhorted us to learn and cog-
nize the dharma door of non-duality. The dharma 
door of non-duality pertains to not engaging in ran-
dom thoughts, not utilizing our conscious mind, not 
using the selfish and self-benefitting mind, not using 
the mind that discriminates between self and others, 
rights and wrongs. We should learn from what’s 
stated in the repentance text, to access all kinds of 
merit and virtue within our self-nature.  Our self-
nature is originally whole and complete.  Why does 
self-nature replete in all the merit and virtue?  Be-
cause self-nature is the brightest and the purest; it is 
foremost in integrity, kindness and compassion. 
Then, what is our buddha-nature? It is the mind of 
kindness and compassion. Likewise, the mind of all 
buddhas is the mind of kindness and compassion. 
 
         For us to enter the dharma door of no-duality, 
we need to regain our kindness, compassion, joy, 
and  giving  within  our  self-nature.  Throughout 
countless kalpas of cycling between birth and death, 
we think that we have accomplished a lot; but, in the 
end, we have created limitless karmic offenses for 
ourselves. Consequentially, we have created our-
selves a vast sea of suffering in birth-and-death in 
this boundless world.  
  

(Continuation in Page 12)   

 

 Neglecting to Guard the One Single Thought,  
the Entire Substance is razed  

 
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng  Shr  on November  19, 2017, 
 during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2023 7 8    Schedule of Weekly Events –  July and August of 2023 

  

7/2 (                                           
 

  Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

7/9 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

7/16 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

7/23 (                                             

Dharma Assembly commemorating 28th Anniversary of Venerable  
Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana (Special Passing of Offerings) 

   Avatamsaka Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Dharma Talks  1:00 pm —  3:00 pm 

7/30 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

8/6 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

8/13 (                                              Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

8/20 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

8/27 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 


