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若以色見我   以音聲求我  
是人行邪道   不能見如來  

 

法尚應捨  何況非法 

若見諸相非相 即見如來 
 

Ascending the Hall to Speak Dharma 
 

Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
 

If one sees me in forms, 
If one seeks me in sounds, 

One practices the deviant way  
and cannot see the Tathagata. 

 
Even Dharmas should be renounced; 

How much the more so the non-dharmas. 
If one sees all appearances as non-appearances,  

One sees the Thus Come One.  
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(Continued from issue #287)  
 

          The pure nature and bright substance 
of the permanently dwelling true mind can 
bring  forth  all  conditions.  Because  of 
conditions, you consider it to be lost. As 
these causal conditions arise, you keep get-
ting farther and farther away from where 
you want to be, like someone running farther 
and farther down the road. Didn’t I say be-
fore that the more Ananda answered the 
Buddha’s questions the further off the track 
he got? All conditions are transformed and 
appear from within the primal bright essen-
tial consciousness, but after a long time of 
clutching at these conditions, it seems that 
something  has  been  lost.  What  is  lost? 
Nothing, really. The primal bright essential 
consciousness seems to be lost, but it isn’t. 
Hence, it is said that because of conditions, 
you consider it to be lost. This signifies the 
primal bright essential consciousness, the 
primal pure substance of Bodhi Nirvana. 
 
          This is the true jewel in your house-
hold. Basically, it is right there with you but 
you don’t know how to use it to your ad-
vantage. Since you can’t use it, it seems to 
be lost. It is as if you had a valuable gem 
which you have hidden away so well that 
after a long time you can no longer remem-
ber where you put it. Once you forget where 
it is, you can no longer make use of it. Al-
though you may be destitute,  you don’t 
know how to get at it and derive benefit from 
it. It’s the same as if it weren’t there. It 
seems lost but is not. You seem to have lost 
track of it but you haven’t. What do you use 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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instead? You use your false thinking, your mind that 
exploits upon conditions. By way of process you forget 
the true mind, and once it is forgotten, it is as good as 
lost. And this is why you have not become Buddhas and 
are bound up by birth and death instead: you have not 
found your true mind. If you have found your true 
mind, then you will not be constrained by birth and 
death.  
 
Living beings lose sight of the original brightness: 
therefore, though they use it to the end of their days, 
they are unaware of it, and without intending to 
they enter the various destinies. 
 
Living beings lose sight of the original brightness. 
Living beings seem to lose their pure basic nature, the 
bright  substance of  the  permanently  dwelling true 
mind. In actual fact it is not lost. Therefore, though 
they use it to the end of their days, they are unaware 
of it. Living beings use the pure nature and bright sub-
stance of the permanently dwelling true mind every 
day, but they themselves do not know and fail to realize 
it. Because they cling to the mind that exploits  upon 
conditions, living beings mistakenly fall into the turn-
ing wheel of the six paths and yet are unaware of what 
they are doing. 
 
         Although the text says ‘lost’, our true mind is not 
lost. Living beings basically do not know and think 
they have lost it.  Since it is primarily from the true 
mind that the false-thinking mind which exploits upon 
conditions springs  forth in the first place. Absolutely 
everything is a manifestation of the true mind, and it 
helps you from morning till night, but you don’t real-
ize it. All you know how to use is your false-thinking 
mind. However, this very false-thinking mind exploits 
upon conditions are basically created from the true 
mind. 
 
         What is the true mind? The true mind is a mani-
festation in seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, aware-
ness, and knowing. This cognition and nature are just 
an expression from your true mind. “What is the Bud-
dha-nature?” someone once asked. Shakyamuni Bud-
dha replied, 
In the eyes it is called seeing, the seeing nature; 
In the ears it is called hearing, the hearing nature; 
In the nose it smells scents, the cognition of 
smelling the odors; 
In the tongue it tastes, the cognition of tasting 
flavors; 
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In the hands it is dexterity, how can we 
hold things with our hand? How can our 
hands naturally pick up things? 
In the feet it is agility, the feet can take it’s 
step and walk at your will.  
  
All of these are imperceptible manifesta-
tions of the true mind; and people are un-
aware of it. Now Ananda is still confused 
and  so  the  Buddha  uses  all  manner  of 
analogies to explain to him. 
 
And without intending to they enter the 
various destinies. The various destinies; 
that is, on the turning wheel of the six 
paths. There are the three good destinies, 
and the four evil destinies. Your destiny is 
the place you tend toward. You walk right 
into it. Where do you end up? You may as-
cend to the heavens, or you may enter the 
realms of the asuras, the hells, the hungry 
ghosts,  or  the  human realm.   Whatever 
karma you create, you undergo a retribution 
for it. This ‘without intending to’ means 
mistakenly, wrongfully! Without realizing 
it, you end up by entering one of the six 
paths. It is not that you particularly want to, 
but fall you do, just the same. 
 
         The four evil destinies of the animals, 
the hungry ghosts, the hell-beings, and the 
destiny of the asuras is sometimes listed as 
an evil destiny. Today we’ll talk about As-
ura. Asuras are said to be “strong in fight-
ing,” since fighting is what they like to do 
best. They are always ready to pick a quar-
rel with people. Asura is a Sanskrit word 
which  is  interpreted  to  mean  “without 
wine” and also as “deformed.” Asuras who 
live in the heavens like to drink wine, but 
when they are in the heavens, they don’t get 
any wine to drink. “Deformed” refers to the 
male asuras, whose bodies and faces are 
misshapen  and  ugly.  Oh,  with  a  pig’s 
mouth and fangs, they do have the ugliest 
look! 
 
         But the asuras women are gorgeous. 
The Jade Emperor encountered one such 
particularly beautiful female asura who was 
the daughter of the Asura king and chose 
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her  for  his  wife.  Now the Jade Emperor, 
Shakra, that is, liked to go hear sutras. He 
would transform himself into a man and come 
to this world to listen to sutras. But his asura 
wife “drank vinegar,” that is, she got jealous. 
“You go off to the world every single day. I 
wonder what weird essence or fox spirit has 
got you in her clutches. You’re chasing after 
a fox spirit, aren’t you?” She was accusing 
him of playing around with another woman. 
Worldly women are not the only ones who 
get jealous about their husbands. Even the 
wife of the Jade Emperor in the heaven is like 
this! 
 
         She  got  jealous.  Eventually  Shakra’s 
wife decided to follow along to find out what 
he was up to. (In this day and age there are 
private detectives to handle such matters, but 
probably they didn’t exist then so she had to 
run her own investigation and spy on him for 
herself.) So, when the Jade Emperor arrived 
at the Dharma assembly, he bowed to the 
Dharma Master, paid his respects, and then 
took a seat in the assembly. It just so hap-
pened that on that particular day there were 
women sitting on either side of him. When 
the asura woman saw that, she was beside 
herself, and she made herself visible right 
there in the assembly to confront the emperor. 
“It’s no wonder you come here every day 
with so many women to keep you company,” 
she began. The Jade Emperor was outraged. “I 
come here  to  listen  to  sutras  and  you’ve 
barged  in  and  disturbed  the  Bodhimanda. 
You’re really creating heavy offenses.” He 
boxed her ears and she burst into tears and 
ran off to find her father. She demanded a 
divorce and refused to go back to her hus-
band. 
 
         Her  father  came to  her  defense  and 
promised to wage war on the Jade Emperor. 
“I’ll defeat him and take the throne,” he con-
soled her. “Don’t fret.” The fight was on. 
Every day the asura king did battle with the 
Jade Emperor. The Emperor called out his 
full regalia, but the asura king’s ferocious 
battalions were in their element, and little by 
little the Jade Emperor was beaten back. He 
was losing ground fast. 
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         As a faithful follower of the Buddha, 
he went to the Buddha and asked him to 
devise some strategy. The Buddha gave him 
kashaya – his robe – saying, “Take this 
back with you, tear it into strips and have 
each of your soldiers carry a piece of it. 
Then  tell  them  all  to  recite 
“Mahaprajnaparamita”  (Great  Wisdom 
which has Reached the Other Shore). The 
Jade Emperor did as he was instructed. The 
entire  army  began  reciting 
“Mahaprajnaparamita” and when the next 
attack came, the asuras fell. They were to-
tally unprepared for the unprecedented force 
of the heavenly troops’ blows and admitted 
defeat once and for all. 
 
         Asuras  are  said  to  be  “deformed.” 
They have the blessings of the gods, but not 
the virtue. There are asuras not only in the 
heavens but also among people. Soldiers 
and thieves are examples of human asuras. 
 
         But a distinction has to be made here. 
In this country, military service is manda-
tory and people are drafted. Some of them 
are not asuras. Some of those that go into 
battle  are  just  kids.  At  eighteen  they’re 
drafted and at that age they haven’t the least 
bit of samadhi-power. They get jittery at the 
mere  mention  of  war.  Front  line  troops 
should be trained for five years. For in-
stance, they’ll be twenty-three if they enter 
the service at eighteen and train for five 
years, and by that time they have a little 
samadhi-power  and  some  experience,  so 
that if they are sent into battle, they have 
sufficient courage to cope with it. If they’re 
too young, their samadhi isn’t strong, they 
lack experience, and they haven’t got any 
guts. Nowadays, there are people who get 
drafted into military service against their 
will. I believe that in the present circum-
stances, not every soldier is an asura. In for-
mer times, people who actually wanted to 
be soldiers or robbers could be classified as 
asuras. 
 
         There are  other  asuras  besides  sol-
diers. For instance, someone who has a big 
temper and is always picking fights with 
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others has the nature of an asura. In general, asuras 
have violent tempers. In the human realm, there are 
asuras. In the animal realm, there are also asuras. Wild 
stallions are an example of asuras. There are also asu-
ras among the hungry ghosts. Sometimes asuras are 
also counted in the three good paths of the heavens, 
human, and asuras. Other times, they can also be 
counted in the four evil destinies of the hells, hungry 
ghosts, animals, and asuras. And without intending 
to they enter the various destinies. For the most part, 
living beings enter the four evil destinies. Some living 
beings don’t lose their way and are born in the path of 
people or in the heavens.  In this case, we don’t call 
them without intending to enter the evil destinies.  In 
other words, people without intending to enter into the 
evil destinies is because they fail to clearly recognize 
this route and take the wrong path instead! 
         

(To be continued ...) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

(Continuing from page 13)    
 
          The  Shravaka  Sangha,  both  men  and 
women: Women can realize fruition, and so can men. 
Once they realize fruition, they are called Hearers, or 
Arhats. Dharma Master Kumarajiva's mother, for in-
stance, realized the third fruition of sagehood. 
 
Contemplate and practice the four holy truths: Hearers 
contemplate and cultivate the four holy truths of suf-
fering, accumulation, cessation, and the Way. They 
recognize suffering, cut off accumulation, yearn for 
cessation, and cultivate the Way, thus cultivating the 
Dharma-door of the Four Holy Truths. 
 
Concealing  the  real  and  displaying  the  provi-
sional: Some of the Hearers were actually great Bo-
dhisattvas of the provisional teaching. They manifested 
as Hearers who practiced the provisional teaching; 
thus, they are said to be "concealing the real." They hid 
away their true merit and virtue. "Displaying the pro-
visional" means instructing through clever and skillful 
expedients. Don’t look down on them thinking they are 
just Hearers and followers of the Small Vehicle. Not all 
of them are great Bodhisattvas, but some of them cer-
tainly are. Those Bodhisattvas of the Great Vehicle 
manifest as followers of the Small Vehicle in order to 
gather in those of the Small Vehicle, and guide them to 
turn from the small toward the great. This is called 
"concealing the real and displaying the provisional." 

(To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #287)  
 

Food and drink spirits. They govern peo-
ple’s daily allowance of food and drink, be it 
just one mouthful of water, one piece of fruit 
or one kind of food. If you believe it, they do 
exist; if you do not believe it, they still exist 
but you just don’t know about it. It is a stu-
pid idea to say that it does not exist because 
you don’t believe it. Whether or not you 
believe there is such a spirit, it exists. 
 
         There  was  a  person  named  Duan 
Zheng Yuan in Beijing. People called him 
Master Duan. He met such a person - one 
who governed the daily food and drink al-
lowance of people, e.g. the amount of food, 
water, alcohol, sugar for consumption. But, 
how did he govern it?  He slept every day. 
His father was a commander or some sort of 
officer of that rank, with 400 or 500 people 
under him. This son of his, around 20-30 
years old, did no work but slept all day. The 
father was furious, thinking, “I am already 
50-60 years old and I have to work to pro-
vide  for  you.  You’re  in  your  twenties-
thirties but you do not bother to do any work 
for sustenance. What use are you to the 
world?” He could not help but scold his son. 
 
         His son said, “You are an officer in the 
human realm; I am an officer in the under-
world.” “What kind of an officer are you in 
the underworld?” “I allot the amount food 
and drinks each person takes every day.” 
 
        His father said, “What nonsense are 
you saying? People’s food intake has to be 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
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allotted? That does not make sense! Tell 
me what I am going to eat tomorrow. 
Let’s see what you’ll allot to me.”  
 
         “Please wait a bit. I will tell you 
after my sleep. Right now, I do not 
know yet.” His father was so angry, 
“Ridiculous!  You  allot  my  food?!”  
When his son woke up, his son told him, 
“Tomorrow, you will not have any rice 
to eat.” The father howled with laughter, 
“A high-ranking officer like me has no 
rice to eat?! Tell me what will I be eat-
ing?” His son said, “Tomorrow, you will 
only have one rotten egg and half a bowl 
of spoiled congee. That is your food for 
tomorrow.” “As rich and powerful as I 
am, how can I possibly end up eating 
only rotten and spoiled food?” 
 
         Early the next morning, he hur-
riedly butchered chickens and ducks, 
prepared fish and meat, making a lot of 
delicious food. When he was about to 
eat, he received an order from his supe-
rior, commanding him to immediately 
go suppress some bandits somewhere. 
There’s not a second to spare. Leaving 
all  the  cooked  food  untouched,  he 
rushed off to beat the bandits. It was an 
intense  combat.  Both  sides  fought 
fiercely. After half a day of battle, the 
bandits were beaten and chased away. 
 
         They did not have food to eat. Fi-
nally, they found a family to ask for 
food.  It  happened to  be the  poorest 
family who had nothing to eat. After 
searching for a long while, they found 
neither  rice,  noodles  nor  vegetables. 
They only found one rotten egg and half 
a bowl of spoiled congee, which were 
intended for the mother who had just 
delivered  her  baby.  Nonetheless,  the 
family was willing to give up the food 
for the commander.  
 
         The commander was so hungry 
and immediately ate what he got.  Since 
his subordinates were not waiting for 
sumptuous dishes to eat that morning, 
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they had eaten their fill before the battle. The 
commander was the only one who had not eaten 
anything. After eating the rotten egg and half a 
bowl of congee, he remembered what his son 
told him the day before. What he ate today was 
exactly what his son said. From then on, he 
knew that his son was indeed an officer in the 
underworld, so he let his son be. This is about a 
food and drink spirit. 
 
Grass and wood spirits. Grass has grass spir-
its. Woods has wood spirits. Trees have tree 
spirits. Trees stand erect. In Southern Jambud-
vipa, there is a king of trees. It is the most gi-
gantic tree. When trees are big, they become 
villages for ghosts and spirits; they become the 
dwelling places of ghosts and spirits. Ghosts 
and spirits rely on these trees as their abode. 
Without these trees, they will suffer. They en-
joy themselves living in these trees. Hence, big 
trees are called villages for ghosts and spirits. 
 
         During the period of the Three Kingdoms, 
there was a big tree that people called the mys-
tical tree. However, Cao Cao did not believe in 
tree spirits. He went to the extent of having the 
tree chopped down. Thereafter he experienced 
constant headaches. Later on, he requested the 
renowned physician, Huatuo, to cure him. The 
reason for his malady was that he had offended 
the tree spirit. It is stated in the Four Divisions 
Vinaya  that  bhikshus  are  prohibited  from 
chopping down any large tree because there are 
ghosts and spirits dwelling there. For instance, 
in Nan Hua Monastery, there was a camphor 
tree that requested to receive the precepts from 
Elder Master Hsu Yun.  A gingko tree likewise 
requested precepts from Elder Jin Shan of Nan 
Yu. There have been many occurrences in 
which tree spirits requested to receive the pre-
cepts. It is an inconceivable phenomenon. 
 
         Earlier,  I  told  you  that  spirits  exist 
whether or not you believe. Common people 
say that if you believe in their existence, then 
they exist;  otherwise, they don’t.  However, 
here is the case in which they exist whether or 
not you believe. To illustrate, let’s take gold 
mines. Regardless of whether you know it or 
not, believe it or not, gold mines exist under-
neath the ground.  When you believe that there 
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are spirits, you know they exist. When you 
do not  believe that  there are spirits,  it 
means you do not know of their existence; 
it does not mean that they do not exist. It 
means that you basically do not have the 
knowledge and wisdom of knowing their 
existence. Hence, we should not simply 
follow people’s mistaken perception. 
 
And other such spirits. There are many 
spirits in addition to the aforementioned 
ones. From the Saha and other worlds 
came  and  gathered  together  at  the 
Trayastrimsha Heaven to listen to the Bud-
dha speak the Dharma. 
 
          There have been many natural and 
manmade disasters occurring in San Fran-
cisco now. Most recently, a typhoon killed 
more than 90 people in the disaster area. 
This kind of disaster occurs because living 
beings’ evil karma ripened. Someone said 
that in May of last year, seismologists pre-
dicted  earthquakes.  Thence,  I  issued  a 
guarantee that as long as I am in San Fran-
cisco, there will be no earthquakes. But if I 
am elsewhere outside of San Francisco, I 
will not bother. I do not want to fall into the 
ocean because of earthquakes; nor do I 
want people around me to fall over into the 
ocean. Why? I do not want to see the 
dragon king. I do not want to be friends 
with the sea spirit with eight heads, eight 
legs and 18 tails. Out of the eight heads, 
four are of male features and four are of 
female features. One body with eight heads 
of four couples is very strange. It does 
things strangely too; it is very special. I do 
not want to deal with it.  I do not want to let 
people who stay with me see it. I am not 
being selfish, but nothing good will result 
from seeing it. 
 
         This year, someone told me that there 
will be earthquakes in March or April. With 
this prediction, will I be issuing another 
guarantee for this year? Well, what I said 
stays the same. Do not forget what I said 
last year – any day that I am in San Fran-
cisco, I guarantee there will be no major 
earthquakes, though minor problems are 
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not included in the guarantee. During this Age 
when Dharma is on the decline, there are many 
natural and manmade disasters. I hope every-
one will recite more the holy names of Guan-
shiyin Bodhisattva and Earth Treasury King 
Bodhisattva. This way, San Francisco will be 
firmly secured as Mt. Tai and will not have 
major problems. 
 
In addition, all the great ghost kings from 
the Saha and other worlds came and gath-
ered together. They were the Ghost King 
Evil Eyes, the Ghost King Blood Drinker, 
the Ghost King Essence and Energy Eater, 
the Ghost King Fetus and Egg Eater, the 
Ghost  King  Spreader  of  Sickness,  the 
Ghost King Collector of Poisons, the Ghost 
King Kindhearted, the Ghost King Bless-
ings and Benefits, the Ghost King Great 
Regard and Respect, and others. 
 
In addition. Why “in addition”? It is because 
not only have so many Bodhisattvas, dragons 
and spirits of the eightfold division come to 
the Trayastrimsha Heaven, but there are also 
those from other lands. All the great ghost 
kings from the Saha and other worlds came 
and gathered together. Saha is Sanskrit for 
enduring with patience, meaning that living 
beings are able to bear such suffering. That is 
why it is called the Saha World. Other worlds 
refer to the lands of other Buddhas. We are not 
limiting ourselves to the Saha World. 
 
All the great ghost kings. Most people asso-
ciate all as many. I am different. How? I refer 
all not as “many” but as “few”, in fact, one. 
Some say I am wrong because all  means 
many, not few, nor one. Yet, I like to regard it 
as one. Why? It is because I am really igno-
rant. I cannot remember when there are too 
many numbers. One is easy to remember, but 
two requires some thinking.  
 

(To be continued ...) 
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         When the Buddha arrived at the Deer Park, he 
turned the Dharma Wheel of the Four Holy Truths three 
times for the five Bhikshus. 
 
The first turning: 
 

This is suffering, it's nature is oppression; 
This is accumulation, it's nature is enticement; 

This is cessation, it's nature is that it can be realized. 
This is the Way, it's nature is that it can be cultivated; 

 
The second turning: 
 

This is suffering, you should know it; 
This is accumulation, you should cut it off; 

This is cessation, you should realize it; 
This is the Way, you should cultivate it. 

 
The third turning: 
 

This is suffering, I already know it  
and need not know it again; 

This is accumulation, I have already cut it off  
and need not cut it off again; 

This is cessation, I have already realized it,  
and need not realize it anymore; 

This is the Way, I have already cultivated it  
and need not cultivate it any more. 

 
         After speaking the Four Holy Truths, the Buddha 
said, "Ajnatakaundinya, you are troubled by the guest-
dust and have not obtained liberation." When Ajnata-
kaundinya heard the words "guest-dust" he became 
enlightened. What is meant by "guest"? Guest is not the 
host. What is meant by "dust"? Dust is something im-
pure. The self-nature is the host, and it is pure. So 
Ajnatakaundinya became enlightened. He was called 
"one who understands the original limit," meaning to 
say he understood the basic principle. 
 

(Continuation in Page 7)   

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Thought 

 

  Instructional talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua  
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          September 28th is the commemoration 
of the birth of Confucius and also the tradi-
tional Chinese Teachers’ Day. Around this 
time each year, CDR’s Instilling Goodness 
Elementary School  and Developing Virtue 
Secondary School, in the spirit of respecting 
the teachers,  would host  a Teachers’  Day 
celebration.  This year, it was held on the 25th 
(Sunday) to facilitate lay people and volunteer 
teachers from all places to participate in this 
grand event. 
 
       In preparing for this event, CDR and its 
schools mobilized everyone to ‘skillfully turn 
the mundane task into Buddha’s work’. It all 
started with working on tidying up the envi-
ronment, beautifying the gardens, and deco-
rating the Five Contemplation dining hall.  
Dharma Master Rong and Jin Wei Shr to-
gether with their kitchen staff, came all the 
way from San Jose’s Gold Sage Monastery to 
cook up a sumptuous vegetarian feast that was 
delicious and healthy for the guests.  The stu-
dents  arranged  wonderful  programs  and 
speeches to thank their teachers. Although 
everyone  was  busy,  all  were  filled  with 
dharma joy. 
 
         It was a beautiful sunny day on Septem-
ber 25th when the event took place.  In the 
outdoor area near the entrance, a banner hung 
high  between  the  palm  trees  proclaiming 
“Teachers’ Day Celebration” in five big red 
Chinese  characters.   Dazzling  and  eye-
catching, it swayed gently in the wind and 
seemed to be waving in sincere greeting at the 
oncoming guests with a cordial welcome. 
 
        At 11:30am, the event officially began.  
The  Managing  Director  of  CDR,  Dharma 
Master Heng Gwei, led the Sangha to their 
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seats. The guests followed and took their seats in an 
orderly manner.  People were served with delicious 
vegetarian dishes, pastries and fruits.  The atmos-
phere was relaxed yet solemn.  
 
         The program began with the principal of De-
veloping Virtue Secondary School, Dharma Master 
Shr, giving an opening speech at the podium.  First, 
she welcomed everyone from all places for their 
coming to CDR to celebrate Teachers’ Day. As an 
old saying goes: “If those who are near are pleased, 
those who are distant will come.”  Those invited for 
this event included lay people from Northern and 
Southern California regions such as San Jose and 
Los Angeles. Dharma Master Shr expounded on the 
essence of Teacher’s Day. She also talked about 
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s lifelong emphasis 
on the importance of education and his advocacy for 
free education.  
 
         During the program, Dharma Master Shr on 
behalf of the school, presented her five hand-painted 
watercolor landscape paintings as tokens of appre-
ciation to the five attending volunteer teachers. She 
thanked them for their dedication and contribution 
to education over the years. Dharma Master Shr 
used cast off ceramic tiles as drawing boards and 
painted landscapes in a creative and natural way. 
The colorful painting renders liveliness to the land-
scape.   Exquisitely  beautiful!   Inscribed on the 
paintings were four Chinese characters - "Merit lies 
in Education", to acknowledge the teachers’ kind-
ness and their contributions on this special occasion. 
These paintings were indeed the most meaningful 
Teacher's Day gifts. The volunteer teachers also 
gave speeches on the stage to express their sincere 
gratitude and heartfelt thanks! The ambience was 
very warm and touching. 
 

  (To be continued ...) 
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2023 3 4    Schedule of Weekly Events –  March and April of 2023 

  

3/5 (                                           
 

  Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/12 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/19 (                                            Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

3/26 (                                              Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

4/9 (                                            Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

4/16 (                                              Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

 4/23 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

 4/30 (                                            Great Compassion Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

4/2 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 10:00 am 

   Meal Offering  10:20 am —  10:50 am 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 


