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又說  若見諸相非相  即見如來 

所謂 諸相非相者  諸相即是一切相 

非相者  不是實有其相 

而是虛妄不實的 

 
Ascending the Hall to Speak Dharma 

 
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 
It is also said, if one sees all appearances as non‐appearances,  

One sees the Thus Come One.  
That being said, all appearances as non‐appearances, 

They manifest everywhere,  
Non‐appearances has no real appearance, 

It means they are false, not real.  
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(Continued from issue #281)  
 

“I only hope that the World Honored One, out of 
great kindness and pity, will instruct us in the 
path  of  Shamata,  guide  the  icchantikas  and 
overthrow the mlecchas.” 
 
I only hope that the World Honored One, out of 
great kindness and pity, will instruct us in the 
path of Shamata: Now I only have one wish, that 
the World Honored One will extend his great com-
passion to rescue me from my suffering and bring 
me bliss. I hope the Buddha will guide the icchan-
tikas and overthrow the mlecchas. World Hon-
ored One, teach not only myself but all those in the 
great assembly, who upon hearing the Dharma have 
given rise to doubts. Instruct us in how to develop 
concentration; show us the path to the cultivation of 
the Dharma door of stillness. Ananda asked the 
Buddha to overcome the mlecchas and prevent peo-
ple from falling victim to a fondness for unwhole-
some places, from having such a problem. 
 
          “Icchantika” is a Sanskrit word which is in-
terpreted to mean “insufficient faith.” Icchantikas 
are those whose faith is deficient, and a deficiency of 
faith is the same as no faith at all. Icchantikas are 
also said to be those who have “burned up their good 
roots.” What is left once their good roots are burned 
up? Bad roots. Still, icchantikas are extremely diffi-
cult to save. When you elucidate principle for them, 
they never quite believe you. “Hey”, they say, “Who 
ever heard of such a thing?” No matter how well you 
speak Dharma for them, they don’t believe you. 
They  are  like  Kaushthila  who  took  “non-
acceptance” as his doctrine. No matter what you said 
to him, he wouldn’t listen, he wouldn’t accept it. 
That’s an icchantika. 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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          “Mleccha” is a Sanskrit word which is 
interpreted to mean “a fondness for defile-
ment.” Mlecchas like unclean places. So we 
people  should clean up a bit and not take 
special pleasure in filth. Mleccha also means 
“evil knowledge and views.” Most people’s 
knowledge and points of view are good, but 
these people’s are evil. They are solely intent 
upon doing wrong. They exude nothing but 
poisonous fluids, which are not only bad for 
them but also influence others to imitate 
them. What kind of people will fall into that 
place?  It is the icchantika who rejoiced in 
this place of uncleanness and evil knowledge 
and views. 
 

          This “Icchantika” was mentioned in 
the  Nirvana  Sutra.  Dharma  Master  Tao 
Sheng once explained the Nirvana Sutra in 
China before the final volume had arrived 
from India. In the first half of the sutra, it 
says that icchantikas have no Buddha-nature. 
Host Dharma Masters then explained the line 
as meaning that Icchantikas cannot become 
Buddhas. In the final volume of the sutra it 
says  that  icchantikas  can  also  become 
Buddhas, but at that time the final volume of 
the sutra was not known in China. Neverthe-
less, when Dharma Master Tao Sheng came 
to that passage of text in the first part of the 
sutra, he did not follow its apparent meaning, 
and explained instead that icchantikas can 
become Buddhas. 
 

          As a result, the other Dharma Masters 
who opposed him, were jealous of him, and 
said that he had the nerve to contradict the 
sutra’s meaning and had done it just to be 
different.  Because  jealousies  had  been 
aroused, no one came to listen to him explain 
sutras any longer. Why? They said his ex-
planation was wrong and incompatible with 
the scriptures and contrary to the sutra’s 
principle.  The sutra said icchantikas cannot 
become Buddhas.  But he insisted that ic-
chantikas can become Buddhas. The sutras 
that the Buddha said were all wrong.  Actu-
ally, Dharma Master Tao Sheng wasn’t say-
ing the sutra was wrong or that the Buddha 
had spoken incorrectly. He understood the 
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principle behind it and although he had not seen 
the final volume of the sutra, he already realized 
that the Buddha could not have spoken the Dharma 
this way.  
 

          Since no one came to listen to him explain 
sutras, he went to Su Chou, near Shanghai and onto 
Hu Ch’iu Mountain. There he lectured the Nirvana 
Sutra to the rocks. When he again reached the 
passage of text that said icchantikas do not have 
the Buddha nature, he asked the rocks, “I say ic-
chantikas also have Buddha nature. What do you 
say? Am I right, or not?” The rocks on the moun-
tain bowed their heads in silent assent. So it is said: 

 
When Sheng the Venerable spoke the Dharma, 

Even the rocks bowed their heads. 
 
Of course rocks are senseless things which cannot 
move, but even so they agreed with Dharma Mas-
ter Tao Sheng’s explanation and so bowed their 
assent. 
 
          There are reasons for this. When Dharma 
Master Dao Sheng spoke the Nirvana Sutra, why 
did the rocks bow their heads?  I believe there were 
ghosts and spirits sitting or sprawled out on the 
rocks. On second thought, they couldn’t have been 
sprawled out, because you have to sit up when you 
listen to sutras. When the Dharma Master asked his 
question, the ghosts and spirits were so exuberant 
in their agreement that they made the rocks shake. 
Or, perhaps in past lives these rocks had spiritual 
natures which were now hidden away in a casing 
of rock, and this is why they could register their 
agreement.  
 
After he had finished speaking, he placed his 
five limbs on the ground along with the entire 
great assembly. Then they stood on tiptoe wait-
ing attentively and thirstily to respectfully hear 
the instructions. 
 
After he had finished speaking, he placed his 
five limbs on the ground. “Five limbs” refer to 
his two hands, his two feet, and his head. In Bud-
dhism this is the most respectful gesture of all. He 
bowed along with the entire great assembly. Not 
only did Ananda bow to the Buddha after he fin-
ished making his request, everyone in the great 
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assembly followed suit. Then they stood on 
tiptoe waiting attentively and thirstily to 
respectfully hear the instructions. 
 
         “Attentively” indicates that they actively 
listened. There is a saying: “pull the ear to 
listen”, which means one must use the ear in 
order to pay attention through listening, this is 
called the intent to listen to the instructions the 
Buddha would give them with the doctrine of 
samadhi which Ananda had requested. They 
were inexpressibly thirsty for the Dharma as if 
their  mouths were parched and they were 
waiting for a drink of water. The wisdom-life 
of the Dharma-bodies of these people had 
dried up and withered, and they were waiting 
for the Buddha to pour the water of Dharma 
over them and nourish their Dharma bodies’ 
wisdom-life. The phrase “on tip-toe” refers to 
how people stretch up in readiness to listen 
when they are in the back of the room and 
wish to hear better. They “stood waiting”: this 
also indicates that those far from the Buddha 
stood on tip-toe in order to get a better view of 
him  as  they  waited  for  him  to 
speak.“Respectfully” means very reverently. 
“Instruct” means to teach and coach, they are 
waiting for the Buddha to instruct them. 
 
         This is used to indicate how all stood 
waiting with great reverence to hear the Bud-
dha explain the doctrine of Samadhi. Those 
who compiled the sutras used these descrip-
tive terms to indicate how happy these people 
were to hear the Dharma. Why did they want 
to see the Buddha? Because everyone is fond 
of the Buddha’s thirty-two adorning hallmarks 
and eighty subtle characteristics, and everyone 
likes to gaze at them, including the great Bo-
dhisattvas, great Arhats, great bhikshus, and 
laypeople in the Shurangama Dharma assem-
bly. I believe they were more or less of the 
same mind as Ananda. It was because of the 
Buddha’s thirty-two hallmarks that Ananda 
had left the home-life, and it was probably 
because of the Buddha’s hallmarks that the 
others like the kings, the great ministers, the 
elders, and laypeople in the assembly had also 
come to hear the Dharma. 
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Then  the  World  Honored  One  radiated 
forth from his face various kinds of light, 
dazzling light as brilliant as hundreds of 
thousands of suns. 
 
Then  the  World  Honored  One  radiated 
forth  from his  face:“Then”;when did  that 
happen? It was when Ananda placed his five 
limbs on the ground and the great assembly 
attentively, thirstily stood on tiptoe waiting 
respectfully to hear the instruction. 
 
          The Chinese is mien men(面門), literally 
“face-door,” but this just refers to the face. You 
should not go looking for a door on the Bud-
dha’s face. He hasn’t any doors on his face, just 
windows. His eyes are windows and his nostrils 
are caves in which people can sit in meditation 
and cultivate. Not only is that possible in the 
Buddha’s nostrils, that can be done in any one 
of ours as well. If you want to say there is a 
door, the mouth could be called a door, but 
there is no reason to stick to every word so 
closely. 
 
          The Buddha emitted not just one kind, 
but many kinds of light from his face. In gen-
eral, there are five colors of light, but of the five 
colors many, many color-combinations can be 
distinguished. The Buddha emitted from his 
face various kinds of light, dazzling light as 
brilliant as hundreds of thousands of suns. 
The Buddha’s light was more powerful than a 
lightning flash, brighter than an electric light, 
as it radiated back and forth! What was it like? 
A dazzling light as brilliant as hundreds of 
thousands of suns. 
 
         The sunlight in the world we live in is 
very powerful, but the Buddha emitted light 
whose intensity was a thousand times greater 
than the light of hundreds of thousands of suns. 
It's as if our light here has a 100V or 200V. 
Then 1000V will be much brighter than 100V. 
Now the Buddha's light is a thousand times 
stronger than the sun. How much light would 
you say that was? When Ananda compiled the 
sutras he described the Buddha’s light this way. 
Since he's been there, he's seen it before, hence 
he says so. 

(To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #281)  
 

          There is no such thing as being vigor-
ous about vigor. Vigor is a dharma explained 
to us ordinary people. In fact, the six parami-
tas are all vigor and likewise, non-vigor. The 
paramita of giving, upholding precepts, and 
being patient constitute physical vigor. The 
paramita of being in dhyana samadhi and of 
developing prajna constitute mental vigor. 
This way, there is no separate category for 
vigor. Vigor becomes a part of other parami-
tas, such as prajna paramita, etc. When you 
do a lot of giving, you are vigorous in your 
practice of giving. When you uphold the pre-
cepts conscientiously, you are vigorous in 
your practice of upholding precepts. When 
you are more patient, you are vigorous in your 
practice of patience. When you are ever more 
vigorous, you are vigorous in your practice of 
vigor. When you meditate nonstop, you are 
vigorous in your practice of dhyana samadhi.  
When you cultivate prajna wisdom, you are 
vigorous  in  your  cultivation  of  wisdom. 
When you study prajna dharmas, you are 
vigorous in your practice of prajna.  
 
         Therefore, vigor by itself has no vigor. 
It is like doing the work but not getting the 
credit. So not being attached to being vigor-
ous is having real vigor. When you are at-
tached to how you are vigorous in this and 
that, claiming your vigor is boundless and you 
are vigorous in all six paramitas, then it is 
equivalent to non-vigor. When you are in a 
state of being obstructed by your attachment 
to vigor, then you are not truly vigorous.  
 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
 

   

地
藏
菩
薩
本
願
經
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         When  you  have  truly  understood  the 
Buddhadharma, then there is essentially nothing. At 
the time when you don’t understand, there is some-
thing. Once you have understood, there is nothing. 
You say, “I now have nothing. I am not vigorous as 
well.” Your non-vigor is also nothing, although it is 
totally different.  When you have truly understood 
the Buddhadharma, true vigor is non-existent. Why? 
It is because you are not attached to it. 
 
          If you do not understand the Buddhadharma 
and continue to be attached to your vigor, then that is 
not considered as vigor. Since you really do not un-
derstand the Buddhadharma, you basically do not 
know what is vigor, not to mention being vigorous. 
Not comprehending the Buddhadharma, you do not 
understand  the  Buddhadharma.  Having  compre-
hended the Buddhadharma, you still have to let it go; 
otherwise, it’s non-comprehension. This is teaching 
people to be apart from all marks of attachments, 
and not to be attached to anything. Having attach-
ment means you do not understand the Buddhad-
harma. This is the paramita of vigor.  
 
The sound of dhyana paramita. Dhyana is also 
Sanskrit. Translated to Chinese, it means cultivation 
of contemplation or quiet deliberation. Dhyana in-
cludes the Four Dhyanas, the Eight Samadhis, and 
the Nine Sequential Samadhis. There are also secu-
lar dhyana, transcendental dhyana, and the most 
superior form of transcendental dhyana.  Secular 
dhyana are what we ordinary people cultivate. This 
includes the Four Boundless Qualities of the Mind 
and the Four Formless Samadhis. We do not need to 
describe these states in detail, just work hard in your 
meditation and you will naturally understand this 
state.  
 
          What  is  transcendental  dhyana? Transcen-
dental dhyana includes the Four Dhyanas and the 
Eight Samadhis, the Eight Superior Ways, and the 
Eight Liberations. You are confused by these terms. 
It is like reading a menu, the food may look delec-
table, but until you have it in your mouth, you will 
never know the taste of it. Now you know there are 
different classifications of dhyana such as secular 
dhyana, transcendental dhyana, the most superior 
form of transcendental dhyana, Thus Come One’s 
dhyana, patriarch’s Dhyana.. As long as you are 
willing to work on your cultivation, you will get a 
taste of its flavor in the future.  
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The sound of prajna paramita. Prajna is 
Sanskrit for wisdom. Wisdom is divided into 
secular wisdom and transcendental wisdom. 
Secular wisdom is worldly knowledge and 
intelligence. What is worldly knowledge and 
intelligence? For instance, advances in the 
field  of  science,  philosophy and all  other 
studies are worldly knowledge. A debater who 
can explain principles where there are no 
principles has worldly wisdom. Transcenden-
tal wisdom is diligent pursuit of the Buddha 
Way. It is studying the Buddhadharma non-
stop, constantly contemplating the Buddhad-
harma in thought after thought, even while 
sleeping, dreaming, or undergoing sickness 
and pain. This is truly cultivating transcen-
dental wisdom.  
 
         Is secular wisdom and transcendental 
wisdom one thing or two? Originally, they are 
one, but it depends on how you use it. Apply it 
to the secular and that is secular wisdom; ap-
ply it to transcendental Buddhadharma and 
that is transcendental wisdom. Wisdom is not 
divided into two. Originally you were investi-
gating the world’s problems, and you knew 
that  everything  in  the  world  is  suffering, 
emptiness, impermanence and no-self. Now, 
when you use this kind of wisdom to investi-
gate transcendental studies, then it is tran-
scendental wisdom. Secular wisdom and tran-
scendental wisdom are not two. 
 
         The majority of common people have 
secular wisdom but not transcendental wis-
dom. Some people have transcendental wis-
dom but  no secular wisdom. How come? 
There are very intelligent people who keep 
doing muddled and unnecessary things while 
ignoring important matters, i.e. the matters of 
birth and death. There are people who inves-
tigate transcendental matters but do not un-
derstand secular dharmas. Hence, we need to 
“enter the world yet  transcend the world; 
transcend the world yet  enter  the world.” 
Traverse freely between the secular and the 
transcendental, without impediments. When 
you have understood, entering the world is 
transcending the world. When you have not 
understood, transcending the world is entering 
the world. 
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The ancients said something that’s very use-
ful:  
 

Intelligence results from anonymous good 
deeds; 

anonymous good deeds lead us onto the path 
of intelligence; 

try and play smart without believing in 
anonymous good deeds, 

the smart ends up being misled by their wits. 
 
         Why do we people have intelligence? It 
is because in lives past we did many virtuous 
deeds.  What  are  anonymous  good  deeds? 
Anonymous good deeds are good deeds that 
are not made known. For instance, someone 
died and had no coffin, so I bought one for him 
and buried him. This was a good deed but I did 
not tell anyone about it. In general, one will 
help to do good deeds without letting other 
people know about it. Those who did a lot of 
anonymous good deeds are intelligent in this 
lifetime. Also, if in past lives you read many 
Buddhist sutras, such as reading the Vajra 
Prajna Paramita Sutra several tens of thou-
sands of times, you will be intelligent in this 
lifetime. Having studied a lot in the past, you 
will be intelligent in this lifetime too. So, in-
telligence  is  a  result  of  anonymous  good 
deeds. Intelligence in this lifetime comes from 
cultivation and virtuous deeds in lives past. 
 
Anonymous good deeds lead us onto the path 
of intelligence. You are intelligent because of 
your virtuous conduct. Virtuous conduct led 
you onto the path of intelligence.  
 
Try  and  play  smart  without  believing  in 
anonymous good deeds: In this lifetime, you 
have forgotten and you do not travel the path 
of doing good deeds. You do not believe in 
doing anonymous good deeds or good deeds in 
general. You keep using your intelligence to 
commit crime. The smart ends up being misled 
by  their  wits.  Their  intelligence  ends  up 
harming themselves, why? If you were not 
smart, you would not do anything bad. Since 
you are smart, you know what others do not 
know. You harm somebody and the victim 
does not even realize that you are a bad person. 
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This is called the smart ends up being mis-
led by their wits. 
 
         For example, Cao Cau was one of the 
most intelligent individuals – even more 
intelligent  than  the  ghosts  and  spirits. 
However, he did some improper things, 
albeit while doing some good things too. 
Although he ended up being misled by his 
own wit, he did have his accomplishments. 
After hearing this verse, people who would 
like to be intelligent should work hard at 
doing good deeds,  benefitting humanity 
and avoiding harming others. 
 
         I have here an add-on to the paramita 
of keeping the precepts. When the Buddha 
was in the world, two bhikshus wanted to 
go  and  see  Shakyamuni  Buddha.  After 
traveling a long distance without having 
water to drink, the two bhikshus were ex-
tremely thirsty, almost to the brink of death. 
One bhikshu saw a human skull with some 
water and said, “Since we are so thirsty 
right now, we can drink the water in this 
skull.” The other bhikshu said, “No! There 
are insects in the water, so we should not 
drink it.” “But look at how thirsty we are. 
Drink this water and we will not die of 
thirst and we will see Shakyamuni Buddha 
then! If we die of thirst then it would be 
impossible to see the Buddha.” “I would 
rather keep the precepts. Even if I die and 
do not see the Buddha, I will still follow the 
Buddha’s teachings. I am fine with that.” 
The first bhikshu drank the water in the 
ladle-like skull; the other did not drink the 
water and died of thirst indeed. 
 
         The Bhikshu who drank the water 
continued on to see the Buddha. When he 
got there, he told the Buddha, “There were 
two of us who were extremely thirsty about 
halfway along the journey. We saw a hu-
man skull with water. I drank the water to 
prevent death from thirst so that I can come 
to visit the Buddha. My fellow cultivator 
was willing to die of thirst rather than drink 
that water. He said there were insects in the 



-12-     282 , 2022  3/4
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #282 March/April 2022 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

water, and drinking it is a violation of the pre-
cepts.  In the end, I drank the water and did not 
die; he did not drink the water and died of thirst. I 
got to see the Buddha.” Shakyamuni Buddha said, 
“You thought he died of thirst? Since that bhikshu 
kept the precepts, I made it so that he got to see 
me first.  He is  already here listening to my 
Dharma. Although keeping the precepts is very 
difficult, I understand his sincerity. Although you 
got to see me, you did not uphold the precepts, so 
you are not so sincere. He has already become 
enlightened and certified to the fruition, but you 
still have to cultivate slowly over time.” 
 
          This episode tells us that we should carry 
out the six paramitas – upholding    precepts, pa-
tience, giving, vigor, dhyana samadhi, wisdom, 
and the myriad conducts, with true resolve and 
sincere mind. Otherwise, if carried out lacka-
daisically, it does not accord with the Buddhad-
harma. We must do what is true. So, 
 

Guard the mouth and gather in thoughts, 
make no bodily transgressions. 

Do not annoy any sentient being. 
Stay away from useless asceticism. 

Practitioners like these can save the world. 
 
          Monastics should always keep in mind this 
four-line gatha and practice accordingly.  Up-
holding the precepts is most crucial. Do not be 
casual about it. Even being just a little bit casual, 
you will end up way far behind in your progress. 
Hence, cultivation requires sincerity and down to 
earth practice. Do not float along. Do it realisti-
cally and honestly. 
 
There was the sound of compassion. Kindness 
can bestow joy; compassion can uproot suffering. 
All  beings  who  hear  Shakyamuni  Buddha’s 
sound of compassion will be able to leave suffer-
ing and attain bliss, and be liberated from birth 
and death. 
 
The sound of joyous giving. Joyously give. 
Kindness and compassion, joy and giving are 
called the Four Boundless Mind. When we give,  
 

(Continuation in Page 13)   
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  No matter how we’ve been in the past, from 
now on, all we need is to be a new person, put 

on new face, and start afresh. 
 

Ten weeks of Chan are completed today. 
Put on a new face, strike the Bodhi resolve. 
Always wield the Vajra sword of wisdom. 

Roaming up, down, north, south, east and west. 
 
         This is the completion day of the ten-week 
Chan session. No matter how we have been in the 
past, from now on, all we need to do is to be a new 
person, put on a new face, and to start afresh. Be an 
entirely different person from the greedy ghost of 
the past. Strike a great resolve for bodhi. Do not 
keep on engaging in discriminations of self and 
others, of rights and wrongs, as we did in the past. 
 
         We should constantly wield the Vajra King's 
Jeweled Sword of Wisdom, and get rid of stupidity. 
If we weren't stupid, we wouldn't do things upside-
down. Why are we upside-down? It's because of 
stupidity,  ignorance,  and  dark  confusion.  We 
should always grasp the Vajra Sword of Wisdom, 
roaming upwards, downwards, to the north, south, 
east, or west, throughout the world, going wherever 
we please. That's the state of great freedom in 
which there is no self and no others, no restrictions, 
and no rights or wrongs. 
      

(The End of the Article) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Completion of Ten Weeks of Chan  

 
  

  Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua on January 16, 1983, at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas  

     

 

 (Continuing from page 12)    
 
we should have a joyous mind. After we give, we 
should have no regrets, for that would not be joy-
ous. Shakyamuni Buddha uttered this sound of 
joyous giving for all beings to hear and to give rise 
to a mind of joyous giving.        
     

 (To be continued ...) 
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  (Continued from issue #281)  
 
         I remember many years back; a group of senior 
lay disciples came to visit the City of Dharma 
Realm.  Seeing their deportment, we monastics felt 
ashamed.  Their deportment was perfect and their 
countenance extremely adorned -- eyes contempla-
tively gazing down their nose, leading to the mouth.  
They donned the precept sash over the black robe.  
They did not move or talk at random.  Why were 
they this way?  The Venerable Master had been very 
strict with them.  When in the bodhimanda, they 
were not allowed to carry on a normal conversation 
loudly, let alone gossiping.  Otherwise, the Vener-
able Master would scold them.  When we accompa-
nied the Venerable Master on his return trip to Hong 
Kong, everyone was absolutely silent.  You could 
hear a pin drop on the floor.  The Venerable Master 
quipped, “What are you all doing?  I’m not a ghost!  
Why are you so afraid of me?”  Having undergone 
the Venerable Master’s rigorous training, none of 
them dared to fidget. 
 
         Recently, on November 5th of this year, I par-
ticipated in the 3rd year of Honoring Elders Day fes-
tivities in Hong Kong.  Afterwards, the City of 
Dharma Realm (CDR) conducted our annual Hon-
oring Elders Day.  One day before the festivity at 
CDR, three guests showed up -- a senior lay woman 
accompanied by her son and daughter-in-law.  Ac-
tually, she came with her son and daughter-in-law to 
the US for a visit.  Of course, they visited the City of 
Ten Thousand Buddhas.  While there they learned 
that Dharma Master Heng Jiao and myself were at 
CDR, and they made a special trip to see me.  How 
thoughtful of them! 
 
         Everybody creates his/her own life and charts 
his/her own destiny.  This senior lay woman’s son 
and daughter-in-law were both very filial to her.  It is 
commonplace to have a filial son; but it’s very hard 
to have a daughter-in-law who is just as filial.  Why 
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is that?  She told me that there’s recitation of Earth 
Store Sutra every Wednesday at the Buddhist Lec-
ture Hall.  She said, “Most of the senior disciples 
have either passed away or grown too old to move 
around.  Very few people show up.  There’s only a 
handful coming every Wednesday. Since I can still 
walk, I make sure I attend the dharma assembly 
every Wednesday.  But my son and daughter-in-law 
won’t let me go because they worry for my safety.  
Nonetheless, I have to go.  I told them, ‘How can we 
not support and protect  the Venerable Master’s 
bodhimanda? As long as I can walk, I will certainly 
go.”  Her son conceded to her wishes, saying, “Then 
you should take a taxi.”  If she were to take the bus, 
she would need to climb up and down more than a 
hundred steps of stairs. That’s why her son wanted 
her to take the taxi.  But she refused, “I have to pay 
more than a hundred dollars for each taxi ride from 
home to the Buddhist Lecture Hall.  I’d rather offer 
the hundred some dollars to the temple.  The temple 
needs donations too.”  That’s how considerate these 
senior disciples are. 
 
         Another lay person told me a similar story.  
After the Venerable Master left Hong Kong for the 
United States, only one senior bhikshuni was left in 
charge of the temple.  Life was hard at that time, and 
the bodhimanda was often short of supplies.  Some-
one would say, “Dharma Master, we’re short of this 
and we ran out of that.”  The Dharma Master would 
say, “Don’t tell me.  Tell Wei Tuo Bodhisattva.”  
When the standing bell broke, everyone chipped in 
to buy a new one.  It was always like that.  Those 
senior disciples had unwavering faith and confi-
dence in the Venerable Master, and they were ex-
tremely filial, even when they were in their eighties.  
Isn’t it amazing and wonderful?  When I have a 
chance, I will talk about past episodes of the Vener-
able Master’s earlier days to both the monastic and 
the lay disciples. 
                           

(To be continued ...) 
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2021 11 12    Schedule of Weekly Events –  November and December of 2021 

  

11/7 (                                           
 

 Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

11/14 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

  

11/21 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang online at City of Dharma 
Realm   Start of Repentance Ceremony 

11/28 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

 The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang online at City of Dharma 
Realm   Completion of Repentance Ceremony 

12/5 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2022 3 4    Schedule of Weekly Events –  March and April of 2022 

  

3/6 (                                           
 

 Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

3/13 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

3/20 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

3/27 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

4/3 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

4/10 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

4/17 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

4/24 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 


