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法無定法  說無定法 

 

 法尚應捨  何況非法  

 
Ascending the Hall to Speak Dharma 

 
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 

Dharmas are not fixed; 

Speaking is likewise not fixed. 

Even Dharmas should be renounced; 

How much the more so non‐dharmas. 
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(Continued from issue #280)  
 

The Buddha said to Ananda, “You say 
that the nature of the mind which per-
ceives,  makes  discriminations,  and  is 
aware, is not located anywhere at all. 
The entirety things existing in the world 
consists of space, the waters, the land, 
the creatures that fly and walk, and all 
external objects. Does your nonattach-
ment also exist?” 
 
          The Buddha again replied to An-
anda’s explanation with a question: The 
Buddha said to Ananda, “You say that 
the nature of the mind which perceives, 
makes discriminations, and is aware, is 
not located anywhere at all.” To have no 
attachment is to have no location.  
 
         But, the entirety things existing in 
the world consists of space, the waters, 
the land, the creatures that fly and walk, 
and all external objects. There are two 
kinds of worlds: the sentient world, com-
posed of living beings and the material 
world, which includes all the mountains, 
rivers, the great expanse of earth, and all 
the various buildings. These, empty space 
and the myriad external objects together 
make up the two kinds of retributions: de-
pendent  retribution,  which  includes  the 
land, the waters, the buildings; and proper 
retribution, which refers to our bodies. The 
world  consists  of  these  two.  All  these 
worlds,  including  sentient  beings  from 
empty space, waters, land, and beings that 
fly and walk, all these dependent retribu-

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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tion,  proper  retribution  are  called  ‘entirety 
things.’ 
 
Does your non-attachment also exist? Among 
all these things in the world, where are you? 
What place are you not attached to? Is there 
someplace where there is non-attachment or is 
there not? If your non-attachment is nowhere, 
then that’s the same as saying it doesn’t exist. 
 
If it does not exist, it is the same as hairs on a 
tortoise or horns on a rabbit. How can you 
speak of non-attachment? If non-attachment 
existed, it could not be said to be nonexistent. 
To be non-existent is to be without attributes. 
To be existent is to have attributes. Whatever 
has attributes has a location; how then can it 
be said to be unattached? 
 
If it does not exist, it is the same as hairs on a 
tortoise or horns on a rabbit. Have you ever 
seen a turtle with hair or a horned rabbit? In other 
words, there is no such thing. How can you 
speak of non-attachment? If it doesn’t exist, 
what is it you are attached to? How can you say it 
is “non-attachment”?  
 
If non-attachment existed, it could not be said 
to be nonexistent. When you propose that at a 
certain place that implies there is a certain non-
attachment. But you cannot say there isn’t any-
thing there. You speak of non-attachment, but if 
there is a certain thing called nonattachment, then 
you still have something; and how can you call 
that non-attachment? But if in fact it doesn’t exist 
– if there is nothing there – why do you want to 
assign the name “nonattachment” to it? That is 
really a case of putting a head on top of a head or 
riding a donkey in search of a donkey. 
 
To be non-existent is to be without attributes. 
If  you  haven’t  any attachment,  that  is  non-
existence. To be existent is to have attributes. 
Whatever has attributes has a location; how 
then can it be said to be unattached? But if it is 
not non-existent, then it has characteristics, and if 
something has form and an appearance, it thereby 
must have a location. If it has a location, how can 
you say it is unattached? 
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Therefore you should know, to call the aware, 
knowing mind non-attachment to anything is 
impossible. 
 
         Because of the principle mentioned above, 
the Buddha says, “Therefore you should know, 
Ananda, to call the aware, knowing mind non-
attachment to anything is impossible. To say 
that your mind is non-attachment won’t work ei-
ther. Your argument won’t stand. It is unreason-
able.” 
 
Then Ananda arose from his seat in the midst of 
the great assembly, uncovered his right shoul-
der, placed his right knee on the ground, re-
spectfully put his palms together, and said to 
the Buddha: “I am the Tathagata’s youngest 
cousin. I have received the Buddha’s compas-
sionate love and have left the home-life, but I 
have been dependent on his affection, and as a 
consequence have pursued erudition and am 
not yet without outflows. I could not overcome 
the Kapila mantra. I was spun around by it and 
sank in the house of prostitution, all because I 
did not know the location of the realm of real-
ity.” 
 
         During the dialogue with the World Honored 
One, Ananda had spun in circles and couldn’t es-
cape; he went around and around and still had not 
found the right road, because he was using his 
discriminating conscious mind and mistaking it for 
his true mind. And so, from beginning to end he 
was unable to enter the realm of the mysterious. He 
didn’t measure up; he didn’t pass the test. 

 
Then Ananda arose from his seat in the midst of 
the great assembly; at that time there were great 
bhikshus, great Arhats, and great Bodhisattvas in 
the Dharma assembly. He uncovered his right 
shoulder. This means he let the right side of his 
robe fall, the way the sash I am now wearing over 
my robe is designed to leave the right shoulder 
uncovered. In China customs are such that expos-
ing one’s shoulder would not be considered re-
spectful, but by Indian custom, uncovering the 
right shoulder is a gesture of respect, especially in 
Buddhism. When he uncovered his right shoulder 
and placed his right knee on the ground, that 
represents the purity of body karma. The body 
cannot create evil karma in that position. He re-
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spectfully put his palms together: that repre-
sents the purity of mind karma. And said to the 
Buddha: that represents the purity of mouth 
karma. Thus, the purity of the three karmas of 
body, mouth, and mind are represented as An-
anda requests Dharma from the Buddha. 
 
         Now Ananda thinks over how he has spent 
his time since he has left the home-life. He says, 
“I am the Tathagata’s youngest cousin.” In 
Shakyamuni Buddha’s clan, there were four 
kings and eight sons. His grandfather sired four 
sons. His father was one of the four brothers, 
each of whom had two sons. Ananda was the 
youngest of them. His elder brother’s name was 
Sundarananda. Ananda has another name called 
‘Nanda’. His brother was also called ‘Nanda’. 
However, he was Sundari’s Nanda. Sundari was 
the name of his wife. We’ll talk about Sunda-
rananda when we have a chance later on.   
 
I have received the Buddha’s compassionate 
love and have left the home-life. I followed the 
Buddha and left the home-life. In leaving home, 
one leaves the home of ignorance which could 
be said to be everyone’s house; one leaves the 
home of the three realms, that is, the realm of 
desire, the realm of form, and the formless 
realm; one leaves the home of affliction; and 
one leaves the worldly home, that is the home of 
one’s family. When you leave home, you leave 
these and many other kinds of homes. But 
though Ananda left his worldly home, he had 
not yet severed his emotional feelings. He still 
had not left the homes of ignorance and afflic-
tion or the home of the three realms. Even if one 
certifies to the first fruition of Arhatship, it’s not 
for sure that one can transcend the three realms! 
 
But I have been dependent on his affection. 
Ananda confesses that he has relied too much on 
his family ties with the Tathagata. He allowed 
himself to be disobedient sometimes in order to 
get the Buddha’s attention. He would some-
times act like a child and be deliberately ram-
bunctious, or he would purposefully not abide 
by the rules, and he expected the Buddha to 
sympathize with him, to take care of him. 
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And as a consequence have pursued erudition 
and am not yet without outflows. He concen-
trated on learning at the expense of samadhi. An-
anda had reached the first stage of Arhatship, but it 
is not until the fourth stage that one is without 
outflows. At the fourth stage one puts an end to 
birth and death does not have to flow back into the 
three realms. But in the first stage, outflows re-
main. 
 
I could not overcome the Kapila mantra. I was 
incapable of opposing the mantra that came from 
the Brahma Heaven which the religion of the yel-
low-haired used – that deviant dharma of those 
“side doors and outside ways.” I did not have 
enough strength to counteract it and was spun 
around by it and sank in the house of prostitu-
tion. The deviant mantra plunged me into confu-
sion. It was like being stuck in mud and water and 
I can’t pull out my legs, and I sank as if drowning 
in the sea. There is another explanation, since the 
Chinese character for “sank” is also the word for 
urine: Ananda is indicating that he came in contact 
with something unclean. He went into the filthy 
brothel where women sold themselves. He found 
himself stuck there as if in a cesspool and could 
not extricate himself. 
 
         If the Buddha had not used the Shurangama 
Mantra to rescue him, Ananda would not have had 
the opportunity to compile the sutras. If the Sutra 
Store had been compiled at all, it would have been 
done by someone else. Ananda would have had no 
part in it. Fortunately, Shakyamuni Buddha used 
the Shurangama Mantra to rescue him, so he was 
able to compile the Shurangama Sutra and give us 
a record of these causes and conditions. 
 
All because I did not know the location of the 
realm of reality. The realm of reality is another 
name for the true mind. Why did I sink in the 
house of prostitution? Because I did not know 
where the fundamental true mind is. To this very 
moment, Ananda is still trying to find a location 
for the true mind. You see, although Ananda is 
very smart throughout his life, yet he’s now being 
boggled by his own intelligence! He keeps spin-
ning around and doesn’t know how to get out. 
 

(To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #280)  
 

         The next morning, Vinaya Master Dao 
Xuan told Dharma Master Kui Ji, “Hey! 
How come you do not cultivate at all? You 
don’t meditate, you don’t do any practice. At 
nightfall, you lie down and slept right away, 
snoring loudly and talking in your sleep. I 
could not meditate or enter Samadhi.”  
 
         Dharma Master Kui Ji said, “Ah! You 
say I have no cultivation, but I think it’s you 
who have no cultivation. You say heavenly 
beings bring you offerings but I have not 
seen any heavenly being since I have been 
here. Last night, instead of doing your prac-
tice, you were picking lice. You picked two. 
If you had pinched them dead, then so be it; 
but you placed them on the ground. One fell 
and died, the other broke two legs. The dead 
louse  went  to  King  Yama  and  pressed 
charges against you. King Yama was about 
to send some ghosts over to bring you for 
questioning.  I spoke a lot on your behalf. I 
told him that you are a cultivator and hoped 
that King Yama will forgive you. I told 
those two lice to find their next birth. This is 
how you were saved from getting in trouble. 
And now you are telling me that I disturbed 
you,  preventing  you  from cultivating?  I 
think you are the one who truly has no cul-
tivation!”  
 
         Vinaya  Master  Dao  Xuan  thought, 
“How did he know about the two lice being 
thrown on the ground? There were no lights 
on or anything; how did he know?” He did 
not dare to argue. Because he keeps the pre-

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
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cepts, he did not speak to people casually. 
Whatever people say of him, he patiently en-
dures and does not argue. Later, Dharma Master 
Kui Ji said, “I’m leaving, you are pretending to 
cultivate here. I am not going to wait for lunch 
today.” 
 
         By noon, heavenly being Lu Xuan Chang 
brought offerings to Vinaya Master Dao Xuan. 
Vinaya Master Dao Xuan, somewhat upset, 
said, “Why did you not bring any food yester-
day?”  Lu Xuan Chang immediately knelt down 
and said, “Vinaya Master, it's not that I did not 
come to make offerings yesterday. When I 
came yesterday, I could not enter your hut. 
There  was  a  dazzling  golden  light  shining 
within a radius of a dozen miles around your 
hut. The golden light was radiating so brightly 
that I could neither open my eyes nor see the 
road in front of me. I asked the local earth Bo-
dhisattva how come there were golden lights so 
bright that I could not proceed. The local earth 
Bodhisattva said, ‘Someone in the hut is a Bo-
dhisattva in the flesh, a living Bodhisattva.’ I 
circled around a few times yesterday and could 
not come in, so I could not bring you offerings. 
Please forgive me.”  
 
         Vinaya Master Dao Xuan thought, “No 
wonder Dharma Master Kui Ji is a national 
master whom even the emperor believes in. He 
is a Bodhisattva in the flesh.” From then on, he 
dared not look down on Dharma Master Kui Ji. 
The state of Bodhisattvas is something we can’t 
fathom.   
 
The sound of kshanti paramita. We have 
talked about two of the paramitas among the 
Six Paramitas and the Myriad Conducts in the 
Buddhadharma. There are four more. The third 
is kshanti, which is Sanskrit for patience. There 
is patience with production, patience with the 
Dharma and patience with the non-production 
of Dharma, something extremely wondrous and 
filled with joy. If you certify to the patience of 
non-production  of  Dharma,  then  you  have 
really savored the Dharma, really understood 
the wonder and the inconceivability  of  the 
Buddhadharma. Being patient, you can reach 
paramita; being impatient, you cannot reach 
paramita.  
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The sound of virya paramita. Virya is also 
Sanskrit.  It means vigor. Some people mis-
construe vigor as being diligent with non-
Buddhist practices. Actually, those who really 
understand  vigor  are  diligent  with  the 
Buddhadharma. Diligence with non-Buddhist 
practices is merely cultivating useless ascetic 
practices. There were many heretics in India. 
One heretic practice was eating grass instead 
of rice; keeping the cows’ precepts, imitating 
cows. Another heretic practice was keeping 
the dogs’ precepts and imitating dogs, e.g. not 
doing what dogs refuse to do, rejecting any 
food that dogs reject, eating only what dogs 
eat. These are the cows’ and dogs’ precepts. 
Another heretic practice was sleeping in a pile 
of ash. The human body is already unclean, 
and yet these heretics pile lots of dust on their 
bodies  and cultivate  in  the  dust.  Another 
heretic practice was sleeping on a bed of nails 
to show that they can tolerate pain and prac-
tice asceticism. These are examples of useless 
ascetic practices of the heretics. They think 
they are being very diligent, but it is actually a 
form of deviant knowledge and deviant view. 
It is not proper knowledge and proper view. 
This kind of diligence is useless.  
 
          Apply diligence in the practice of good 
dharma, not in the practice of evil dharma. 
Diligence in evil dharma goes against the 
Way.  Diligence  in  good dharma,  such as 
bowing to the Buddhas, reciting the sutras, 
bowing in repentance, reciting the Buddha’s 
name, constitute diligence with the physical 
body. Then there is diligence with the mind. 
What does it mean? In thought after thought, 
cultivate the Way at all times.  Diligently cul-
tivate the good dharma, never to forget. Dili-
gently cultivate the paramita of vigor, forget 
about your fatigue. When you truly cultivate 
the Buddhadharma, you will not feel tired or 
hungry, you will not be vexed by anything that 
is not in accord with the Dharma. Why? Since 
you are able to practice diligently, you do not 
have any bad feelings. If you were not dili-
gent, you will encounter problems. You will 
feel tired and lethargic; you figure you might 
as well go to sleep. This is non-diligence. 
Diligence is primarily based on what you do, 
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such as cultivating the path of goodness 
at all times and in all places. That is the 
paramita of vigor.  
 
          Last summer when I lectured on 
the Shurangama Sutra, I explained a 
four-line  gatha.  Every  monk  or  nun 
should remember this four-line gatha. 
When the Buddha was in the world, 
monastics recited this four-line gatha 
daily, never forgetting it at any time. 
That’s why I specially brought up this 
gatha at that time. I even think that lay-
people  who  aspire  to  be  monastics 
should memorize it, how much more so 
should monastics not forget it. Here is 
the four-line gatha.  
 

Guard the mouth, gather in thoughts,  
make no bodily transgressions. 
Never annoy sentient beings.  

Stay far away from useless asceticism.  
Such practitioners can save the world. 

 
         Guard  the  mouth,  gather  in 
thoughts,  make  no  bodily  transgres-
sions. Do not speak casually or gossip. 
Watch over the mouth to prevent it from 
talking about this being good and that 
being bad, this being delicious and that 
being not. Gather in thoughts means to 
reign in all those thoughts so they do not 
run off in all directions. Make no bodily 
transgressions means not violating any 
precepts with the body. At all times, be 
reminded of oneself being a left-home 
person. Do not violate the rules and 
regulations.  
 
         Never annoy sentient beings. Do 
not bother or perturb any sentient being, 
causing them distress. Sentient beings 
include not only humans, but also ani-
mals. It is wrong to make any of them 
upset. Monastics should not distress any 
sentient being.  
 
         Stay far away from useless asceti-
cism.  Stay  distant  from  unbeneficial 
ascetic  practices;  but  do  follow  the 
twelve dhutanga practices. Refrain from 
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practices that are useless and do not accord 
with the Buddhadharma. Do not study from 
heretics who claim that they will become 
Buddhas in this lifetime. Cultivate accord-
ing to the Buddhadharma. Do not observe 
the precepts of cows and dogs. What is this 
all about? Externalists practice asceticism 
so bitter that they eventually open up their 
Heavenly Eye.  Having opened up their 
Heavenly Eye, they see a dog ascending to 
the heavens after it dies; so, they practice 
what dogs do – dog precepts. Other exter-
nalists see cows ascending to the heavens 
and so they follow what cows do – cow 
precepts. These externalists in India were 
short on wisdom. Although they cultivated 
various ascetic  practices,  none of  these 
practices are helpful. So, stay afar from 
useless asceticism.  
 
         Such  practitioners  can  save  the 
world. People who cultivate like this can 
save the world, teaching and transforming 
living beings.  
     

 (To be continued ...) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 (Continuing from page 13)    
       

That Sutra also says, 
 

All conditioned dharmas  
Are like dreams, illusions,  

bubbles and shadows,  
Like dew and like lightning.  

You should contemplate them thus. 
 

If one sees me in forms, 
If one seeks me in sounds, 

He practices a deviant way,  
And cannot see the Tathagata. 

 
         When we sit in Chan, we should not 
be distracted by sights and sounds. Some 
people may experience these types of states 
after long cultivation, but if they get at-
tached to the states, they are making a mis-
take. You should "listen without hearing, 
and look without seeing." If we don't hear 
and we don't see, that's truly not being dis-
tracted by states. 

(The End of the Article) 
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 Those old cultivators, seeking to end birth and 
death, held tightly to their meditation topic  

and didn't stop applying effort for a single moment. 
 
         Once again, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is 
holding a Chan session and a Buddha recitation session, 
but they can't really be called a Chan session and a 
Buddha recitation session. They are only practice ses-
sions. Why is that? Due to their bad habits and faults, 
people have been lazy and scattered for many long 
eons, and if you suddenly tell them to truly cultivate, it's 
not easy to do. During the Chan sessions at Gao Min 
Monastery in China, it was the rule that no one could 
talk, and no one could be lazy or absent for even one 
minute or second. People could not casually enter or 
leave the Chan hall, and even if someone died, his 
corpse couldn't be carried out. It would just be thrown 
under the meditation bench. 
 
         But if you asked people here to suddenly start 
working at that intensity, it would be impossible. In the 
past, those old cultivators at Gao Min Monastery really 
turned their lives over to the gods and dragons; seeking 
to end birth and death, they worked as if their lives were 
at stake and set a limited time in which to seek enlight-
enment. They didn't slack off for a single moment, and 
they always held tightly to their meditation topic. From 
two-thirty in the morning until midnight, they didn't 
stop applying effort for a single moment, and they did-
n't leave the Chan hall for the entire Chan session. 
 
         Since we are beginners, it's already commendable 
we are here practicing. Although reciting the Buddha's 
name is somewhat easier, it's still not that easy, because 
there is no time for rest--you are constantly reciting the 
Buddha's name without a break. In holding this Chan 
session and recitation session, we are leading everyone 
forward step by step, gradually easing into the practice, 
and then applying effort with diligence. What state will 
we reach in cultivation? We will cultivate until we 
reach the state of being "thus, thus, unmoving, clear and 
constantly bright"; unmoving in motion, unmoving in 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Chan Session Instructions 
 

 

  Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua in the evening of December 18, 1982, at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas  
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stillness, and unmoving in non-motion as well. 
Stillness doesn't obstruct movement, and move-
ment doesn't obstruct stillness; within stillness 
there is movement, and within movement there is 
stillness. "Walking, standing, sitting, and lying 
down, aren’t apart from this. Once you leave this, 
you've made a mistake." What is "this"? It's the 
ultimate  meaning  of  the  Middle  Way.  The 
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, sages, celestial beings, 
earthlings, and immortals all originate from it. 
 
         Cultivators must concentrate their minds 
and not be influenced by external states. In the 
investigation of Chan, you should remember the 
principle in the Vajra Sutra: "Produce the mind 
which dwells nowhere." The Great Master, the 
Sixth Patriarch, was enlightened to this principle. 
Countless people have heard and recited this 
sentence, but have any of them become enlight-
ened? When I explained the Vajra Sutra, I asked, 
"The Sutra is still around, but who has become 
enlightened?” 
 
          The  Sixth  Patriarch  was  an  illiterate 
woodcutter who chopped wood in the mountains 
every day, but he was enlightened as soon as he 
heard this sentence. Because the Sixth Patriarch 
had cultivated diligently for many lives in many 
past eons, he became enlightened as soon as he 
heard the Vajra Sutra. Why is it that after listen-
ing for so long, we still haven't become enlight-
ened? It's because we didn't cultivate in the past; 
we only wanted to watch movies, watch TV, hold 
parties, and eat, drink, and be merry, and we 
never studied any sutras. 
 
          The Vajra Sutra also says, "Be free of the 
mark of self, the mark of others, the mark of living 
beings, and the mark of a life span." When sitting 
in Chan, can you be free of the mark of self, the 
mark of others, the mark of living beings, and the 
mark of a life span? If not, then you must find a 
way to sweep away the four marks and empty the 
three minds of past, present and future. If the 
three minds cannot be obtained, how could the 
four marks exist? 
 

(Continuation in Page 11)   
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  (Continued from issue #280)  
 
         These past two days as I was bowing the 
Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance, someone 
suddenly  came  to  my  mind;  that  person  was 
Dharma Master Heng Wei.  She passed away at 
age 95.  The other day I was telling everyone that 
our karmic forces is very heavy and very deep.  
Why did I think of her?  It’s because she had lived 
a life of bitter suffering.  She was widowed at age 
25.  She fled from war-torn mainland China.  She 
told me that she had a daughter and a son.  But 
being widowed at a very young age she was not 
able to raise two kids, therefore she gave away her 
daughter.  She lived with her son, sharing the space 
of a single bed.  In the winter she used sheets of old 
newspaper as a blanket to keep warm.  Sweet po-
tato and salt as food, was considered a great meal. 
 
         Later on, she encountered Venerable Mas-
ter’s way place when she was in her late thirties or 
early forties. She was so hoping to leave home.  
After living in the way place for two to three years, 
she wanted to leave home. The Venerable Master 
said, “No, you cannot leave home now.  Your kar-
mic obstructions are too heavy.”  So, she waited 
and kept doing volunteer work at  the temple.  
Every time she asked the Venerable Master for 
permission to leave home, she would get the same 
answer, “No. Your karmic obstructions are too 
heavy.”  She waited until she was in her seventies 
and once more asked for permission to leave home.  
This time the Venerable Master said, “Yes, you 
may.”  She was already in her seventies. This en-
tire time she worked diligently and earnestly with 
all her strength for the temple.  It took her about 
thirty or forty years to eliminate her karmic ob-
structions to be able to leave home.  She personally 
told me this story.  She knew deep down it was 
time for her to leave home.  She lived until age 95. 
 

Repentance Begets Peace and Bliss; Repentance Begets Serenity and Clarity  
 

 
Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng Gwei on November  22, 2017, 

 at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery after Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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          Why did I think of her?  When she passed 
away, I was at Gold Wheel Monastery, probably 
bowing the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance.  I 
don’t remember exactly.  I was ill at that time with a 
high fever.  Later that evening I heard that Dharma 
Master Heng Wei had passed away, I was contem-
plating about going back to Hong Kong for her fu-
neral.  I asked a lay person, “What do you think?  
Should I go or not?”  That lay person answered, 
“From my viewpoint as a lay person, it would be 
best if dharma master could make it back.”  Then 
and there, I decided to head back the next day.  I 
went with Dharma Master Shr to Hong Kong to 
arrange for her funeral. 
 
         Dharma  Master  Heng  Yi  was  our  senior 
dharma brother.  She passed away in 2004.  Without 
any prior arrangements or special requests with the 
funeral home in Hong Kong at that time, she was 
given the largest ceremonial hall at the mortuary.  
Later on, I found out that Dharma Master Heng Wei 
had this random thought at that time -- “It would be 
good if my funeral service could be held at this par-
ticular  ceremonial  hall.”   Surprisingly,  when 
Dharma Master Wei passed away, she had that same 
ceremonial hall for her funeral service.  Her daugh-
ter-in-law came from China to attend the services.  
She originally planned to stay just one night and to 
return to China immediately after paying her re-
spects.  After the entire ceremony was over, she told 
a lay person in Hong Kong that after seeing such an 
adorned dharma assembly and the dharma masters’ 
wholeheartedness in the ritual, she dared not leave 
halfway through and stayed for the entire ceremony.  
Hence, a person’s thought is really very important.  
 
          Some of the senior disciples in Hong Kong, 
both laity and monastics, are very supportive and 
very devoted to the way place.  They have the way 
place in their minds at all times.  When Dharma 
Master Heng Wei was a young lay person and living 
a hard life, the way place offered to give her money. 
However, she kindly declined, saying, “If I wanted 
money, I would go find work to earn money.  I do 
not want any monetary reimbursement for my vol-
unteer work at the way place.”  Many of the senior 
disciples, whether laity or monastics, share the same 
sentiment. 
                   

(To be continued ...) 
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2021 11 12    Schedule of Weekly Events –  November and December of 2021 

  

11/7 (                                           
 

 Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

11/14 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

  

11/21 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang online at City of Dharma 
Realm   Start of Repentance Ceremony 

11/28 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

 The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang online at City of Dharma 
Realm   Completion of Repentance Ceremony 

12/5 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

12/12 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today  
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2022 1 2    Schedule of Weekly Events –  January and February of 2022 

  

1/2 (                                           
 

 Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/9 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/23 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

1/30 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 
 

2/6 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/13 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/20 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/27 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/16 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 


