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(Continued from issue #274)  
 

Therefore, you should know that you state the 
impossible when you say that the mind, which 
knows, understands, and is aware, is concealed 
in the vision organ in the same way when eyes 
are covered by crystal bowls. There is no such 
thing. 
 
Therefore,  through  the  principle  explained 
above, you should know that you state the im-
possible when you say that the mind, which 
knows, understands, and is aware, is con-
cealed in the vision organ in the same way 
when eyes are covered by crystal bowls. To say 
that the aware and knowing mind is hidden in the 
eye is incorrect. There is no such thing. Your 
principle is not right. You are wrong again! 
 
Editor’s Note: The following is an except from 
the “Driving Force of Subjective Wisdom” 
seminar on July 11, 1988 and August 2, 1988.  
 
         The main purpose for today’s passage is to 
break down Ananda’s deluded view. Ananda 
employed the principle of covering the eyes with 
crystal bowls and said that the mind is concealed 
in the vision organ. He was probably referring to 
the pupil of the eye that enables one to see outside 
similar to a glass pane and felt his theory was so 
wonderful that not many people would under-
stand. However, this theory was again shattered 
by the Buddha. This deviant knowledge and de-
viant view brought forth by Ananda is not the 
proper knowledge nor the proper view.  On the 
surface, it might seem that it poses no harm to 
people; but it might mislead people’s minds and 
easily cause them to go astray.  

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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        Because the Buddha does not want us to go 
astray – at this point, using this perverse opinion 
to speculate the original wondrous bright mind, 
he therefore asked Ananda again: “If you say 
that it’s like concealing the eyes with crystal 
bowls, then you should be able to see these 
crystal bowls. Did you see it or not?” Ananda 
replied: “I see it!”  Then, using Ananda’s no-
tion, the Buddha shattered Ananda’s theory.  If 
the Buddha had not asked this question, Ananda 
might have another debate to play out.  There-
fore, the Buddha used Ananda’s own contradic-
tion to break his perverse argument. Why is it 
called ‘contradiction’? It is because if he says 
that it is concealed inside the organ like the eyes 
covered by crystal bowls and yet can still see the 
crystal bowls, then why can’t he see his own 
eyes?  If he can see his own eyes, then those 
eyes would become external objects. They are 
subject to an external state that doesn’t belong 
to him.  If he can’t see them, then where would 
they be concealed? Hence, the Buddha stated 
that there is no such thing as the ‘mind is like 
eyes covered by crystal bowls.’ 
 
         This principle is very simple, very ordi-
nary, and not mysterious at all. Everyone should 
know this. If you speak of it wonderfully and 
profoundly, you will never understand it. When 
the Buddha spoke this sutra, he was with his 
disciples and they discussed these principles 
with each other. After the disciples documented 
these principles, it became a sutra. Hence, with 
regard to this principle, you don’t need to think 
about how profound or mysterious it is! 
 
This passage of the sutra text is part of ‘Seven 
Locations of Inquiring the Mind’.  Although it is 
called ‘Inquiring the Mind’,  it  is  in  fact  a 
‘manifestation of Seeing.’  When our eyes see, 
this ‘seeing’, is eyesight.  What enables them to 
see?  How do our ears hear sounds? How does 
our  noses  smell  fragrance?  How  does  our 
tongues taste flavor? How do our bodies feel 
touch? How do our minds know about this 
dharma? Within all these includes the six func-
tions of seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, feel-
ing, and knowing.  These six functions are 
called the ‘permanent dwelling of the True 
Mind with pure nature and bright substance’. It 
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is also known as ‘Buddha-nature’. On the 
eyes, it’s called ‘seeing’, on the ears it’s 
called  ‘hearing’,  on  the  nose,  it’s  called 
‘smelling’, on the tongue, it’s called ‘tasting’, 
on the body, it’s called ‘feeling’, on the mind, 
it’s called ‘knowing’.  These are the trans-
formations of the Buddha-nature (our true 
mind) and they’re not the original substance.  
Here the Buddha wanted Ananda to under-
stand the original substance.  If one recog-
nizes the original  substance,  one will  no 
longer seek from the outside! That’s all there 
is to it. Hence the same principle applies both 
to the ‘Seven Locations of Inquiring the 
Mind’, and the ‘Ten Manifestations of See-
ing’. 
 
End of the ‘Driving Force of Subjective  
Wisdom’ Seminar 
 
Ananda said to the Buddha, “World Hon-
ored One, I now offer this ponderation: 
viscera and bowels lie inside the bodies of 
living beings, while the orifices are open to 
the exterior. There is darkness at the vis-
cera and light at the orifices. Now, as I face 
the Buddha and open my eyes, I see light: 
that is to see outside. When I close my eyes 
and see darkness, that is to see within. 
How does that principle sound?” 
 
Ananda said to the Buddha, “World Hon-
ored One, I now offer this ponderation.” 
Ananda was criticized by the Buddha and so 
he came up with another theory to answer the 
Buddha’s question. Now I think of it this 
way:  
 
The bodies of living beings:. Living beings 
are born from the mixing of a multitude of 
karmic conditions which result in birth. Each 
of you people are not engendered from one 
kind of karma but from many. Just as a field 
of crops requires many conditions beyond the 
simple planting of a seed – there must be 
earth, sunshine, and rain – we people are also 
born from a variety of causes and conditions.  
 
Viscera and bowels lie inside the bodies of 
living beings: The “viscera and bowels”: the 
heart, liver, spleen, lungs, and kidneys are 
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said to be the five viscera, and the six 
bowels are the large intestine, the 
small intestine, the “triple warmer,” 
the bladder, the gall bladder, and the 
stomach. The bowels can be said to 
be hidden because they are inside and 
they can also be called “filthy” be-
cause everything in them is either 
excrement or urine. 
 
While the orifices are open to the 
exterior: As to the apertures and 
openings, the eyes, ears, and nose are 
apertures,  and  the  eye-socket,  the 
entrance to the inner ear, and the 
nostrils  are  openings.  Then,  of 
course, there is the mouth-opening, 
an opening which you never manage 
to fill up. Today you eat your fill, but 
tomorrow you are hungry again. So 
you eat again and fill up the opening 
but by the following day you’re hun-
gry  once  more.  Everything  has 
moved out. Inside there is a constant 
assimilation of the new and elimina-
tion of the old (metabolism). This 
process causes people a lot of trou-
ble.  
 
         Eating is a lot of trouble. Just 
think of it: if you didn’t spend three 
hours a day eating three meals, we 
could use the extra time to lecture 
sutras or sit in Ch’an. But because 
you eat three times a day, you’re kept 
extremely busy every day just filling 
up that mouth-opening. But in the 
end, you’ll never fill it up. Hence this 
is called a ‘bottomless pit’.  
 
There is darkness at the viscera 
and light at the orifices. Since the 
bowels and viscera are hidden in the 
body, they are in darkness. How is it 
one knows external things? Because 
there are apertures, so there is light. 
Now Ananda isn’t referring to them 
as eyes in his analogy, but as aper-
tures. Ananda is really smart. He’s 
extremely intelligent. Ha! 
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         Ananda is more intelligent than we 
are. We couldn’t think of so many ways 
to answer. How many methods has he 
come up with already? He has one opin-
ion after another. Whatever the Buddha 
asks, he has an answer for it. If the Bud-
dha were to ask us now, I’m afraid that 
we won’t necessarily have such a clever 
answer. He always got something to say; 
he’s full of theories and arguments and 
thoughts and ponderations. He was, after 
all,  foremost  among  the  disciples  in 
learning. Where there is no principle, he 
can expound a principle. He would have 
made a first-rate lawyer. 
 
Viscera and bowels lie inside the bod-
ies of living beings, while the orifices 
are open to the exterior.  There is 
darkness at the viscera and light at the 
orifices. To simply reiterate the meaning 
of this passage: Ananda had said that 
living being’s body includes the five 
viscera and six bowels inside, and the 
orifices are open to the exterior. Because 
the viscera and bowels are hidden inside, 
there is no light but darkness. Since the 
orifices are on the outside, there is light. 
 
         Ananda  then  continued  to  say: 
Now, as I face the Buddha and open 
my eyes, I see light: that is to see out-
side. When I close my eyes and see 
darkness, that is to see within. When I 
see light, it is seeing outside; when I see 
darkness, it is seeing inside. How does 
that principle sound? What do you say 
to that? 
 

(To be continued ...) 
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          These are the four questions. 
1. When compiling the sutras, what words should 
each sutra  start  with  to  represent  the  Buddhist 
Canon?  
2. When the Buddha was in the world, his disciples 
lived with him. After the Buddha enters nirvana, 
with whom should they live with?  
3. When the Buddha was in the world, the Buddha 
was our teacher. After the Buddha enters nirvana, 
which venerable one should be our teacher?  
4. How should we treat evil natured Bhikshus?  
 
         At that time, the Buddha responded as follows. 
1. During sutra compilation, start each sutra with 
these four words -- “Thus I have heard”. 
2. Dwell in the Four Types of Mindfulness. The 
Four Types of Mindfulness pertains to the body, 
feelings, the mind and the Dharma. Contemplate the 
body as impure; contemplate feelings as suffering, 
contemplate the mind as impermanent; and contem-
plate the Dharma as without a self.  
3. When the Buddha was in the world, the Buddha 
was our teacher. After the Buddha enters nirvana, 
take the pratimoksa as our teacher. This is the mas-
ter for all bhikshus and bhikshunis.  
4. Give evil natured Bhikshus the silent treatment 
and ignore them.  
 
         “Thus I have heard” is to end the doubts of the 
multitude. At the time of sutra compilation, the as-
sembly suddenly had three doubts. How did it come 
about? Prior to the time of sutra compilation, An-
anda had certified to Fourth-fruition Arhatship. At 
the time of sutra compilation, no one opened the 
door for Ananda to enter the venue. Ananda let 
himself in through a crack in the door. Although the 
other members of the sutra-compilation assembly 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
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had certified to fruition, no one could surpass 
Ananda's  excellent  memory.  Ananda  was  a 
provisional manifestation in that life. In his past 
lives, Ananda had been an attendant to all the 
buddhas of the past. When Shakyamuni Buddha 
became a buddha, Ananda was born and be-
came Shakyamuni Buddha’s attendant. As an 
attendant, his duty was to prepare for sutra 
compilation. 
 
         As soon as Ananda ascended the Dharma 
seat,  the  assembly  suddenly  had  three 
doubts.1st: Did Shakyamuni Buddha come back 
to life and not enter nirvana? What prompted 
this doubt? When Ananda ascended the Dharma 
seat, his appearance was majestic and his fea-
tures were similar to Shakyamuni Buddha's. 
The only difference is that Ananda is three-
finger-widths shorter than the Buddha. That's 
why the assembly thought Shakyamuni Buddha 
came back to life. 2nd: Did a buddha from an-
other buddhaland come? 3rd: Maybe Ananda 
has certified to the fruition of Buddhahood. All 
these three doubts vanished as soon as Ananda 
uttered these four words -- “Thus I have heard”. 
 
          In sutra compilation, “Thus I have heard” 
serves four functions. First is to eliminate eve-
ryone’s skepticism. Second, to abide by the 
Buddha’s last endorsements. Third, to end ar-
guments.  Fourth,  to  differentiate  from non-
Buddhists. Since Ananda was quite young at the 
time of sutra compilation, some of the senior 
elders  such  as  elder  Kasyapa,  Ajñāta-
kaundinya,  Subhuti,  and  others  might  say, 
“What kind of experience and knowledge could 
a young person like yourself have to compile 
the sutras?” If Ananda said he wrote the sutras, 
it  would  be  unavoidable  that  the  assembly 
would argue, “What you are saying is com-
pletely wrong. The Buddha did not say that.” 
But once Ananda said, “Thus I have heard,” no 
one argued. Why? Ananda heard everything 
from the Buddha; Ananda did not make this up 
himself. Hence, this ends arguments. 
 
         Fourth:  To differentiate from the non-
Buddhists. At that time in India, this was the 
concept of non-Buddhists: all dharmas are not 
apart from existence and non-existence. They 
believed that the myriad dharmas are either 
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“existent” or “non-existent”. Existence and 
non-existence embody all of their dharmas. 
For this reason, the non-Buddhist texts begin 
with the two words “ah” and “ga”. “Ah” is 
non-existence; “ga” is existence. To differ-
entiate from non-Buddhists, the Buddha gave 
the instruction to start each sutra with these 
four words -- “Thus I have heard”. This 
means that 'thus is the Dharma that I, An-
anda, personally heard from the Buddha.' 
“Thus” fulfills the condition of faith; “I have 
heard” fulfills the condition of hearing. Why 
not "the ears have heard" instead of “I have 
heard"? It is because “I” represents all six 
senses in the body. 
 
At one time. Why not denote a specific year, 
month and day of the time the Buddha spoke 
the Dharma in a certain place? It is because 
worldwide,  different  calendars  are  used. 
January in one country could be February in 
another country, or even March/April in oth-
ers. Since there is no way to pinpoint a pre-
cise time, the Buddhist sutras just say there 
was such a time. If there were a fixed time, 
archeologists  will  inevitably  spend  their 
brain cells to do research. The Buddha did 
not want to waste the archeologists’ brain 
cells and energy, so the Buddhist sutras used 
“at one time”, denoting there is such a time. 
This fulfills the condition of time. 
 
The Buddha fulfills the condition of a host. 
The  Buddha  has  self-enlightened,  has 
enlightened  others  and  has  perfected  his 
enlightenment conduct. Because he has per-
fected the three types of enlightenments and 
he is replete with the myriad virtues, he is a 
Buddha.  This Buddha, Shakyamuni Buddha, 
is the teaching host of the Saha World. Actu-
ally,  Shakyamuni  Buddha  has  become  a 
Buddha numberless millions, even infinite 
eons ago. However, he saw that the time had 
ripened for living beings in the Saha World of 
Southern Jambudvipa, so he came and mani-
fested becoming a Buddha so that all beings 
will become Buddhas and be liberated from 
the cycle of birth-and-death. Dharmas spoken 
by the Buddha are real and true, we must all 
accept these principles deeply. If we negligi-
bly let the Buddha’s teaching go in one ear 
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and out the other, we will certainly not reap 
any benefit. We must actually practice truly 
and honestly, without even a hair’s breadth 
of deceit.  
 
Was in the Trayastrimsha Heaven. This 
fulfills the condition of place. Speaking 
Dharma  for  his  mother.  Shakyamuni 
Buddha  ascended  to  the  Trayastrimsha 
Heaven to cross over his mother. Seven days 
after the Buddha was born, the Buddha’s 
mother, Lady Maya, passed away and was 
reborn in the Trayastrimsha Heaven. ‘Maya’ 
is  Sanskrit.  It  means  “great  magic”  or 
“illusions”. The Buddha’s mother has been 
the mother of the past thousand Buddhas; 
she came to be every Buddha’s mother. As 
strange as it sounds, this is what happened. 
She came to be the Buddha’s mother and 
after the Buddha realizes Buddhahood, he 
speaks Dharma for her. This is like a drama 
that worldly people enact.  Actually, if you 
understand this  world,  everything would 
seem like a play. This is the truth in life. 
Once you understand this one true principle, 
you will understand other true principles.  
 
         Most  people  do not  know how to 
really watch life’s drama unfold; they only 
look at the agenda, which includes sadness 
and joy, being separated and being together, 
plus the other emotions, i.e.  joy, bliss, sad-
ness, fear, love, hate, desire. People who 
understand see through all these and realize 
that life is but an illusion and transforma-
tion.  “All  conditioned  dharmas  are  but 
dreams,  illusions,  bubbles  and shadows. 
They are like dew drops and lightning, con-
template them thus.”  When the Buddha 
taught living beings, he was in the Samadhi 
of playfulness; he did not treat this as a big 
deal. Unlike the Buddha, most of us cling to 
everything and cannot let go of anything. 
We fail to see that everything is perfectly 
integrated and unobstructed; and, that all 
states are but illusory and unreal. Failing in 
this aspect, we are bound to our attach-
ments. 
 
          The role  of  the  Buddha’s  mother, 
Lady Maya, is to be the Buddha’s mother -- 
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of a thousand Buddhas. After every Buddha 
realizes  Buddhahood,  he  will  go  to  the 
Trayastrimsha Heaven to speak the Dharma 
for his mother. This holds true for every Bud-
dha.  But  before  the  Buddha  speaks  the 
dharma,   a  Wheel-Turning  Sage  King  or 
Shakra has to request the Dharma. Who re-
quested  that  Shakyamuni  Buddha  go  and 
speak  the  Dharma  in  the  Trayastrimsha 
Heaven? It was his father, a Wheel King. He 
told  the  Buddha,  “You  should  go  to  the 
Trayastrimsha Heaven to speak the Dharma 
for your mother and cross her over.” The 
Wheel King requested Dharma from Shakya-
muni Buddha. Some sutras say it’s Shakra 
who requested the dharma. Shakra is the lord 
of the Trayastrimsha Heaven, whose former 
incarnation was that poor woman who reno-
vated a temple. Having renovated a temple, 
she became a heavenly lord, Shakra. Since 
Shakra knew that the Buddha’s mother was in 
Trayastrimsha Heaven, he requested the Bud-
dha to speak the Dharma at the Trayastrimsha 
Heaven.  Regardless  of  which version,  the 
general idea is that someone had to request the 
Buddha to speak the Dharma. 
 
         What Dharma did Shakyamuni Buddha 
speak for his mother? Earth Store Bodhi-
sattva’s Fundamental Vows Sutra. This is a 
Dharma on filiality. Everyone should be filial 
to his or her parents. Why? It is because our 
parents are our roots. By being filial to your 
parents, it is like showering yourselves with 
nourishment. When we practice filiality, it is 
like lavishing our roots with fertilizer. If you 
are not filial to your parents, you will defi-
nitely have no future. If you can be filial to 
your  parents,  your  roots  are  well  tended, 
leading to luxuriant growth, heralding a bright 
future. As the saying goes, “Sturdy roots lead 
to lush branches; deep roots lead to luxuriant 
foliage.” Hence, Shakyamuni Buddha spoke 
this dharma. What follows are the different 
principles  the  Buddha  expounded  for  his 
mother. 
           

 (To be continued ...) 
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         Here is another simple analogy. When is the 
period of ‘One’? The period from ages one to 
fourteen for girls and ages one to sixteen for boys, 
the One is not lost. When is the period of ‘Zero’? It 
starts from the time of conception until birth. 
During this period, there are no random thoughts, 
afflictions, greed, anger, and delusions. By the 
time you learn to eat, greed for food arises when 
you're hungry; and then greed, anger, and delusion 
all start to occur. Nonetheless, at this time, you still 
have not lost the ‘One’. This is the start of you 
living as a human person.  When ‘Zero’ turns to 
‘One’, the ‘One’ is still intact, and it is the begin-
ning of everything. When you have undergone the 
vicissitudes of people and matters, more things get 
added onto ‘One’. One becomes two, two becomes 
three, three becomes four, on and on it keeps add-
ing up. When more things are added on, the burden 
gets heavier, and the stupider you become. 
 
          The nature is ‘Zero’, and ‘Zero’ is the na-
ture. Put together, Zero nature is devoid of every-
thing.   
 

Originally, there is not a single thing;  
Upon where can the dust alight? 

 
In cultivating the Way, we have to cultivate to the 
point of having the heart of a child. Our mind 
should be void, like that of a child. As we grow 
old, we should go back to our childlike wonder. 
This does not mean simply waiting to be fed. 
Rather, it means you should cast out all thoughts of 
greed, anger, delusion, arrogance, and doubtful-
ness. It is "going back to the root and returning to 
the source." Our thoughts and outlook resemble 
those of a child -- innocent and pure, without the 
slightest bit of laziness or slackening, without 
greed for taking advantages, without a mind that 
discriminates self vs. non-self, right vs. wrong.  
This is the stage of "Originally there's not a single 
thing; upon where can the dust alight?” 

 

 

 
When You Attain the One, All Things Are Completed 

 

  Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua at noon on December 5, 1982 at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas  
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         If we can understand this principle when we 
are cultivating the Way, then we can truly become 
enlightened. Why do we have to listen to sutra lec-
tures? It is because we want to return to the origin. 
Why do we have to cultivate? It is because we want 
to get back to the source. We have to clean up all the 
bits and pieces of our messy garbage. Do not spend 
our time and energy dwelling on issues between self 
and others. When someone criticizes us, we get 
upset and cannot bear it. If someone touches even 
just one strand of hair on our bodies, the pain would 
sear our hearts; even if we could benefit the world 
by pulling out one strand, we would not do it. With 
such selfishness, we will not be able to cultivate the 
Way. 
 
         A cultivator should not have the mark of self, 
the mark of others, the mark of living beings, and 
the mark of a life span.  Not having the mark of self 
does not mean when it is time to work, you delegate 
it to others and exempt yourself.  Not having the 
mark of others does not mean when it is time to eat, 
you eat to your heart’s content with total disregard 
of other people. You may feign not having the mark 
of others, but other people do have the mark of oth-
ers, meaning they see you and your behavior.  Not 
having the mark of living beings does not mean 
when you are engaged in a fight, you disregard your 
rival as a living being. Not having the mark of a life 
span does not mean when you eat meat, you bear 
total disregard of having ended the life span of the 
creature you are devouring.  That is wrong. Those 
are all deviant knowledge and deviant views.  What 
is the right way? 
 
1. Not having the mark of self:  Do not be arrogant, 
and do not scheme for your own benefit. 
2. Not having the mark of others:  Do not impede or 
obstruct other people.  Do not do anything that will 
harm others. 
3. Not having the mark of living beings: Regard all 
creatures  as  being  one  of  the  same substance.  
4. Not having the mark of a life span: Everyone has 
the right to live.  Do not take the lives of other peo-
ple or other beings. 
 
         Hence, in cultivation, we should never seek 
for anything for ourselves or scheme for our own 
benefit. We should always think on behalf of others. 
 

(The End of the Article) 
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           All fellow cultivators, all good-knowing 
ones, Greetings! Amitabha!  
 
          My talk earlier was not to lecture but 
simply to say a few words.  I do not feel tired.  I 
am glad to have the opportunity to come to 
Gold Wheel Monastery every year to partici-
pate in the bowing of Emperor Liang’s Jeweled 
Repentance. 
 
          Earlier while I was bowing, I felt joyful. 
What was I joyful for? For having the oppor-
tunity every year to go over the Repentance 
text. Even though we monastics listen to the 
Venerable Master’s words every morning, we 
living beings are very forgetful. The Repen-
tance text very clearly tells us that all living 
beings’ self-nature is wholly complete and all 
knowing. However, we living beings are very 
forgetful. Why? Because we are heavily bur-
dened. What is our heavy burden? It is our 
heavy karma and confused emotions. Living 
beings have heavy karma and confused emo-
tions; the Buddha has exhausted his karma and 
has emptied his emotions. The difference lies in 
the karmic burden and in emptying confused 
emotions.  
 
         A while ago, I heard the Venerable Mas-
ter say that we living beings are often turned by 
situations. When a situation arises, how do we 
handle it? How do you handle it? How does he/
she handle it? Failing to recognize situations, 
means we must start all over again. 
 
         I mentioned earlier that it seems like there 
is a huge fish net hovering above our heads. We 
may think we are free, but in reality, we are 
very wearied. Inside this karmic net, we are 
holding each other’s hands. We are bound to-

  

Repent of past offenses; Reform to prevent future transgressions  
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng Gwei on November  19, 2017, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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gether in the same place due to our past 
affinities. Affinities can be good or bad. It 
depends  on  our  past  karmic  actions, 
whether pure or muddled, whether light or 
heavy. We must understand this distinc-
tion. 
 
         The power of Buddhadharma is great. 
Nevertheless, we must know that living 
being’s karmic forces are great as well. 
Therefore, it would take great power to 
transform and purify our karmic forces. 
This  is  not  something  to  take  lightly.  
Moreover, there are many kinds of karmic 
forces.  Since we live in a communal set-
ting, being familial or monastic, we are in 
contact with others. From our interactions, 
we can tell whether our karmic burden is 
heavy or light.  
 
         If we carry on our lives with minimal 
burden, and everyone renders mutual sup-
port  and consideration for one another, 
then that shows our past karma is lighter. In 
such case, we should treasure it even more 
and quickly strive to jump out of the karmic 
net. 
 
         If we look back at the paths we have 
threaded, and examine our current situa-
tions, i.e. our relationship with others – 
family members and all others surrounding 
us, we will be able to know how much 
shortcomings we had in dealing with others 
in our past lives. Therefore, we should 
make good use of our lives to transform our 
karma. Do not allow the karmic burden to 
remain so heavy.   Heavy karmic burden 
prevents us from transcending this defiled 
world.  Let  us  imagine  for  a  moment, 
there’s one person covered by a net. It is 
difficult for that person to be liberated. 
What if there are many more people inside 
the net, how can you break free? Endlessly 
being entangled, how much more suffering 
is there to endure! Hence, we must trans-
form our karma from heavy to light, from 
light to pure. 
           

 (To be continued ...) 
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2021 1 2    Schedule of Weekly Events –  January and February of 2021 

  

1/3 (                                           
 

 Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/10 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/17 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/24 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/7 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/14 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/21 (    Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

2/28 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

1/31 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


