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諸仁者 會得麼 

念茲在茲 勿念勿助  

踢倒乾坤 打碎葫蘆 

此時千足萬足 

 極樂世界眼底收 何須向外妄馳求 
 

Cultivating the Bodhi Path  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 
All humane ones, have you comprehended? 
To be mindful in thought after thought,  

to neither produce nor support. 
Booted out heaven and earth, shattered empty space to pieces. 

At this moment, everything is perfect and complete 
The Land of Ultimate Bliss is unveiled before your eyes. 

What need is there to seek externally in vain? 
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(Continued from issue #271)  
 

          “You say your mind is in your 
body, and your power of seeing is in 
your eyes,” the Buddha tells Ananda. 
But if your mind with its power to 
know is inside, you should know what 
your heart, liver, spleen, and stom-
ach are like. Even if you cannot see 
them, you should be able to perceive 
things that are happening on the sur-
face like the growing of your nails 
and  hair.  You  should  be  able  to 
imagine how many fractions of an 
inch they grow each second. In fact, 
the contraction of your muscle fi-
bers, and the throb of your pulse 
should be clearly understood. You 
should know all  about them. Why 
don’t you know these things? Why 
don’t you know? 
 
         If you cannot know what is 
inside at all,  how can you know 
what is outside? Your mind is inside 
and you don’t know what’s going on 
inside you. So how could you know 
what is going on outside? 
 
“Therefore you should know what 
you state is impossible when you say 
that the aware and knowing mind is 
in the body.” 
 
 
 
 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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          “Your  argument  won’t  stand,”  the 
Buddha tells Ananda. “Since you don’t know 
what is inside you, therefore you should 
know that you state the impossible when 
you say that the aware and knowing mind 
is in the body.” After using various analo-
gies and arguments, the Buddha tells Ananda 
directly that it is wrong to place the consid-
ering,  distinguishing,  thinking,  knowing 
mind inside the body. 
 
Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt 
of the “Driving Force of Subjective Wis-
dom” seminar on May 30th, 1988. 
 
         Now we are discussing the ‘Seven lo-
cations in acquiring the mind’. True mind is 
omnipresent. It does not have a place, so it’s 
wrong to say it’s inside, outside, in between, 
or anywhere.  Yet it is present everywhere. 
 
         Someone may say: Ananda was being 
slightly wronged here. When the Buddha 
asked him this question, it took only a little 
bit before Ananda was caught off guard and 
rendered speechless.  As the saying goes: 
‘The mouth wants to speak but words are 
lost. The mind wants to reason but concepts 
are gone’. At that moment, it seemed that the 
Buddha’s words might be too strong and 
rhetorical. Yet if you investigate in further 
detail, the words spoken by the Buddha really 
have genuine principle!   We are here to 
manifest the true mind and manifest the in-
herent wisdom. But Ananda always practiced 
erudition and did not apply his effort in cul-
tivating the power of Samadhi, Precept and 
Wisdom. He was just broadly learned and has 
a strong memory. Therefore, at this point, the 
Buddha wanted to drive Ananda to his edge 
and challenged him.  He was teaching An-
anda that: “Since you can remember so many 
things,  in time we’ll  see if  you can use 
them?”  It’s just this point! 
 
         The Buddha told Ananda, “You said 
that you first see me, the Tathagata, and then 
you see next what’s outside the hall; then you 
should also see your heart, liver, spleen, and 
stomach. But you’re unable to see them. Even 
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if you’re unable to see what’s outside, 
you still should be able to know things 
like the growing of your hair and nails; 
how your muscles contract, and the 
throb of your pulse.  How come you 
don’t know either?” 
 
          So this is the drive! What’s the 
purpose of driving him? This is to push 
Ananda to the point that he can neither 
advance nor retreat. Only then can he 
“arise from an impasse”.  This is also 
called ‘to take another step on top of a 
hundred-foot  pole,  to  manifest  the 
body in its entirety in all the worlds of 
the ten directions’.  This is to pressure 
Ananda so that his ‘principles are ex-
hausted and his words are lost’ and he 
is  rendered  speechless!  This  is  the 
method  used  to  drive  Ananda  to 
enlightenment. 
 
End of the “Driving Force of Sub-
jective Wisdom” seminar 
 
Ananda bowed his head and said to 
the  Buddha,  “Upon hearing such 
expression of dharma as the Tatha-
gata has proclaimed, I realize that 
my  mind  is  actually  outside  my 
body. 
 
         Ananda’s argument that the mind 
is inside the body did not hold up. 
Shakyamuni Buddha jolted him out of 
his folly and shattered his viewpoint. 
 
         And so Ananda, who was well 
versed in etiquette, bowed his head, 
which means he prostrated himself, 
and  said  to  the  Buddha,  “Upon 
hearing such expression of dharmas 
the Tathagata has proclaimed, I re-
alize that my mind is actually out-
side my body.” “My mind is not in my 
body! It  must be outside. I’m sure 
that’s where it is!” exclaims Ananda. 
Nobody knows when Ananda’s mind 
ran outside, but now he suddenly says 
that’s where it is. 
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“Why? For example, a lamp alight in a room 
will certainly illuminate the inside of the 
room  first,  and  only  then  will  it  pour 
through the doorway to reach the recesses of 
the hall. For all living beings who do not see 
within their bodies but only see outside of 
them, it is as if the lighted lamp were placed 
outside the room, so that it cannot illuminate 
inside the room. This principle is certainly 
clear: it is absolutely beyond all doubt and 
exactly the Buddha’s entire meaning, and so 
it isn’t wrong, is it?” 
 
         “Why? Why did I say my mind is out-
side? For example, a lamp alight in a room 
will certainly illuminate the inside of the 
room  first,  and  only  then  will  it  pour 
through the doorway to reach the recesses of 
the hall. If my mind were inside,” Ananda 
reasons, “I would certainly be able to see what 
is happening inside my body, in the same way 
that a lamp inside a room will certainly light up 
the room. “For all living beings who do not 
see within their bodies but only see outside 
of them, it is as if the lighted lamp were 
placed outside the room, so that it cannot 
illuminate the room.” 
 
         Since the Buddha said that living beings 
do not see their heart, liver, spleen, and stom-
ach, Ananda thought that the mind is outside, 
like a lighted lamp outside the room and cannot 
illuminate what’s inside the room. 
 
          “This principle is certainly clear. This 
principle I have presented is certainly correct,” 
Ananda states emphatically. “It is absolutely 
beyond all doubt.” Ananda made an affirma-
tive note in advance. “It is exactly the Bud-
dha’s entire meaning. The principle that I now 
establish is the same as the Buddha’s complete 
meaning. I couldn’t be wrong, am I right?  I 
believe the Buddha will agree, won’t he? It 
isn’t wrong, is it?” Although Ananda thought 
he’s certainly right, he still asked for confir-
mation.” 
 
Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt of 
the “Driving Force of Subjective Wisdom” 
seminar on June 14, 1988. 
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          In this  world,  every person has his  own 
strength and weakness.  What was the Venerable 
Ananda’s strength? It is his erudition and photo-
graphic memory. From the many books that he has 
read and the lectures he has listened to, he commit-
ted a lot to his memory! Because of too much input 
in his memory, he was lost in what direction to fol-
low and used his conscious mind to speculate what 
the ‘mind’ should be when asked by the Buddha. 
 
         Now he was being ambiguous and speaking 
haltingly. Sometimes, he’d say the ‘mind’ is inside. 
Sometimes, he’d say it’s outside. Sometimes, he’d 
say it’s in-between. He was searching everywhere 
to find this ‘mind’. He didn’t know that there is no 
need to seek for his mind because it is omnipresent.  
Ananda had not perceived his self-nature; hence, he 
did not understand his mind.  This is not because he 
had a deviant view or poor sense of logic; he was so 
used to applying his conscious mind that every 
word and every thought he made was from his con-
scious mind!  He had not reached the level to com-
prehend where the source of the proper dharma 
resides.  As such, you can’t say that he’s logical or 
illogical, you also can’t say that he had proper 
views or he had deviant views.  You can only say 
that he was deflected, becoming attached to deluded 
presumptions and deluded views.  He had given rise 
to a huge attachment. 
 
         Because he had developed a huge attachment 
and could not overcome this predicament, every-
where he went was met with brambles, he hit the 
wall everywhere, and everything he did was not in 
accord with the dharma. The principle of the origi-
nal source is such that: “When one comprehends the 
mind and penetrates its origin, not even an inch of 
soil exists in the great earth”.  In the Dhyana school, 
it is said: “If one realizes the mind, not an inch of 
soil exists in the great earth”.  If you can understand 
your mind, then the earth was not made up with the 
soil. What is it made of?  It is adorned by the seven 
jewels.  It’s a pity that you have not recognized this 
mind, hence you keep gathering garbage every-
where! 
 
End of the “Driving Force of Subjective Wis-
dom” seminar 

 
(To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #271)  
 

         Sutra has four  more meanings: 
threading, attracting, permanence, and 
law. Threading is "to perforate into and 
thread together the said principles" so 
none would be left out or lost. Analo-
gous to the magnetic pull on iron fil-
ings, "attracting" is "to attract and sup-
port those with the potential for trans-
formation." The Dharma the Buddha 
taught takes across and transforms liv-
ing beings according to their potentials 
and affinities. The scriptures spoken by 
the Buddha, like magnets, draw those 
living beings who are due to be trans-
formed. 
 
         Similarly, you have come to my 
sutra lectures because of this attracting 
power.  Weaker  power  draws  fewer 
people; stronger power, more people. 
This attracting power has drawn here 
someone all the way from Seattle.  
 
          Like the magnetic pull on iron 
filings, before you know it, its invisible 
power  has  already  drawn  you  in—
hence, "attracting." In the Cantonese 
dialect, the word "attracting" is used to 
describe parents' loving care for their 
children. The term "to attract and to 
receive" refers to how the Buddhas re-
gard living beings with kindness and 
compassion, and how living beings re-
gard the Buddhas with respect. That is 
how the Buddhas "attract and receive" 
all living beings.  
 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
 

   

地
藏
菩
薩
本
願
經
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         Another meaning for ‘sutra’ is perma-
nence –unchanging. Not one word may be 
omitted and not one word may be added—
that which may not be increased nor de-
creased is permanence—never changing. So 
you want to change the sutras? You will end 
up in the hells. This is not strong-arm autoc-
racy. The principles in the sutras are steel-
like and ought not be changed—hence, per-
manence. 
 
         The fourth meaning is ‘law,’ which is 
adhered to throughout the three periods of 
time— those of the past, present and future—
while  the  [third]  meaning,  "permanence" 
means being unchanged from the olden days 
to the present. In all three periods of time, 
this is the law to abide by in cultivation—an 
eternal law, a permanent—not temporary—
constitution. 
 
          "Sutra" is a Sanskrit word; its Chinese 
translation means "scriptures that tally." In 
the olden days in China, transfers of real es-
tate titles did not have to be recorded at the 
County Recorder's Office. Instead, the con-
tract would be written on a piece of paper 
which was then folded and cut zigzag with 
scissors into two halves for each of the par-
ties to hold on to. So what proof we have if, 
say, you offered to sell me your lot and I 
agreed to buy your land? We would each 
produce our tally and the zigzags should 
match to a T. As in the Chinese proverb that 
alludes to the practice of scribing words or 
insignia on a bamboo segment later split into 
two tallies, the matching of which identified 
their bearers as parties to the prior agree-
ment: A match like the two tallies of a 
halved bamboo denoted an agreement. That 
is called "tallying"—to correspond or match.  
 
         What does "scriptures that tally" mean? 
Above, they tally with the principles of all 
Buddhas; The principles of all Buddhas are 
indeed the minds of all Buddhas, i.e., up-
ward, they match the Buddhas' minds. Be-
low, they tally with the potentials of living 
beings. Downward, they keep with living 
beings' propensities.  
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        What are living beings' potentials and propensi-
ties?  Living  beings  are  like  grass,  trees,  medicinal 
herbs—i.e., vegetation. All the plants, rooted in the 
earth, are equivalent to the "potentials." We can liken 
plants to living beings. When it rains and rainwater falls 
to the earth, all forms of vegetation flourish in their own 
way. Big trees get more nourishment; small shrubs, less 
nourishment. Each one gets the corresponding nourish-
ment befitting oneself. It is very fair. That is "tallying 
with living beings' potentials." Sutras are like rainwater 
falling on all the myriad things. Hence, "below, tallying 
with living beings' potentials." They tally in the sense 
that you will receive however much you should get.  
 
         For instance, as I am now lecturing on this Sutra, 
anyone can gain wisdom from this lecture. Those who 
are wise will add to their wisdom; those who are dim will 
also add to their wisdom. Each person will get his or her 
share of nourishment and benefit. Those lacking good 
roots reject the Dharma-rain and get no benefit from it. 
Therefore, it works to each individual’s own benefit, 
tallying downward with living beings' potentials. "Sutra" 
has all those meanings, plus many more if we were going 
to cover more of them. We can only cover a general 
overview.  
 
          In life after life, Earth Store Bodhisattva remained 
filial to his parents, and therefore Earth Store Sutra is a 
Buddhist scripture on filial piety. Filiality is the root and 
foundation of humanity. If one fails to be filial to one's 
parents, one is remiss in the responsibilities of being 
human. Why? Our parents gave birth to us and raised us. 
Now that we have grown up, if we neglect to repay their 
kindness, we have not lived up to our obligations as hu-
man beings.  
 
         All through his life, Confucius advocated filial 
piety, and as part of his legacy, Classic of Filial Piety 
states:  
 
When Confucius was at his abode, and his disciple 
Zeng Zi was attending to him, the Master said, "Shen, 
the ancient kings had an utmost virtue and a crucial 
principle, through which they were in accord with all 
under heaven. By the practice of which, all people live 
in peace and harmony, and there was no enmity be-
tween superiors and inferiors. Do you know what it 
was?" Zeng Zi rose from his seat, and said, "How 
would I, Shen, lacking intelligence, be able to know 
this?"  
 



-10-     272 , 2020  7/8
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #272, July/August 2020 

 

 
        

 
 

 
 

The Master said, "It was filial piety. Filial piety is 
the root of all virtue, and all moral teachings 
stem out from filial piety. Be seated, and I will 
explain this to you. Our bodies—including every 
strand of hair and every bit of skin—are given to 
us by our parents, and we must not dare to de-
stroy or harm them. This is the beginning of filial 
piety. Next, establish our character by the prac-
tice of filial piety, renown our reputation through 
future generations, and thereby glorify our par-
ents--this is the culmination of filial piety. It 
commences with the service of parents, proceeds 
to the service of rulers, and culminates in the 
establishment of character. 
 
          Classic of Filial Piety gives an account of a 
dialogue between Confucius and his disciple Zeng 
Zi [Zeng Shen] on the subject of filiality. When 
Confucius was at his abode, in his dormitory at 
the school, his disciple Zeng Zi was attending to 
him. Students ought to attend to their teachers. 
When Confucius was teaching about filial piety, he 
stressed that filiality is not only for one’s parents, 
but also for one's teachers and elders. So for in-
stance, if Confucius wanted to drink tea, Zeng Zi 
would oblige with a cup of tea. He would take care 
of things that Confucius wanted done.  
 
         Confucius said, "The ancient kings had an 
utmost virtue, the greatest and of the highest de-
gree attainable, which is no different from those 
who left the home life to live a monastic life. And 
a  crucial  principle  which  is  most  important. 
Through which they were in accord with all un-
der heaven. By the practice of it, all people live in 
peace and harmony. If the citizens practiced this 
principle, there would be harmony and no conten-
tion. "Do you know what it was?"  Confucius 
asked. 
 
          Zeng vacated his seat. He stood up, and 
said, "How would I, Shen," being very dense and 
lacking intelligence, be able to know this? No, I 
do not know!" 
 
          The Master said— Confucius went on to 
say that our bodies—including hair and skin—
are given to us by our parents, and we must not 
dare to destroy or harm them. Do not casually 
harm or damage them. This is the beginning of 
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filial piety, the start of filiality. How-
ever, filial piety was interpreted in-
correctly  by  some  people  in  the 
United  States.   Raving  China's 
"Confucius Says" i.e. “Our bodies, 
including hair and skin, are given to 
us by our parents, and we must not 
dare to destroy or harm them: This is 
the beginning of filial piety," a bunch 
of hippies emerged. They do not cut 
their hair or wash their faces, claim-
ing  it’s  "destroying  the  hair"  and 
"harming the skin". That is a fallacy. 
Cutting one’s hair and washing one’s 
face does not bring damage to one’s 
hair and skin. Haircuts are simply a 
part of the time period’s customs.  
 
          Today's hippies want to turn 
the  times  around.  Brandishing 
"Confucius Says" yet at  the same 
time— guess  what?— they  smoke 
opium and marijuana, and take LSD 
as if those do not destroy or harm 
their bodies. Those substances kill 
off countless body cells, ruin their 
health, and practically run their bod-
ies  down.  They  chalk  it  up  to 
"filiality," yet their parents are the 
furthest things from their minds—
consigned to oblivion. Ask them who 
their parents are and they draw a 
blank—yet they are supposedly ob-
serving Chinese filiality.  
 
         That is a complete mix-up. This 
erroneous thinking needs to be en-
tirely rectified. From refusing to cut 
their hair to engaging their bodies in 
shady dealings, even robberies and 
vices—where do you suppose they 
will end up? If one day they get 
gunned down, that would truly be 
unfilial. Once they get into illegal 
dealings or robberies, they will either 
end up killing some policemen or 
getting killed by the police. Now, is 
that "to not dare destroy or harm 
them—the beginning of filial piety"? 
What a mistake.  
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         Hence, I wish that everyone in this 
country follows rules and abides by the 
law, rectifying all faulty habits. Do not give 
rise to hatred and resentment. Every person 
should be careful of his or her thoughts and 
actions. Wherever we are, we should be of 
benefit to people, to the country and to the 
world. Do not be a menace to the world. 
That is my wish. If people are not willing to 
work and not willing to be productive, the 
country will definitely go downhill. There-
fore, as we are now learning the Buddha’s 
teachings, we should all roll up our sleeves 
and go to work to help the world and hu-
mankind. We should set ourselves as good 
examples to influence society so that peo-
ple will become wholesome. This is our 
responsibility as Buddhists. 
                

(To be continued ...) 

(Continuing from page 13)  
 

         In the process of bringing up the fu-
ture leaders of the world, people devoted to 
education should constantly harbor great 
fearlessness rooted in magnificent bearing 
and public-spiritedness,  selflessness  and 
open-mindedness. This way, they will not 
fail in their duty and not be ashamed of not 
fulfilling their duty as educators. However, 
if  they  continue  to  indulge  in  deviant 
knowledge and views, jealousy and ob-
structiveness, pursuit of fame and gain, 
disparaging others to elevate themselves, 
covering up their deceitfulness, then edu-
cation will go down the drain, never to rise 
and prosper again. Humanity’s great tal-
ents will be buried, and the nation's future 
will be imperiled! Very dangerous indeed! 
I hope that educators can arouse the atten-
tion of our youth and quickly think of a 
way to save our young students from going 
astray and self-destruction. This way, our 
society and nation will take a turn for the 
better. 

(The End of the Article) 

 

 

 

 



-13-     272 , 2020  7/8
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #272, July/August 2020 

 
Constantly base yourself on the spirit of public 
justice, open-mindedness, and great courage.   
 
         Presently, education in many countries has 
deteriorated over time, with culture and learning 
trailing in the dust. Although there are still people in 
the education profession who strive to save morality 
and ethics from demise, a cupful of water cannot 
save a truckload of burning firewood. What is the 
reason for the complete failure in education? Those 
in the field of education are unwilling to reform and 
to make progress. They watch, students grow and 
degenerate day by day, engaging in murder, arson, 
robbery, and drug dealing, yet they pretend not to 
notice. They may even openly encourage students to 
take drugs, get abortions, behave promiscuously, use 
contraceptives, and so on. That sort of vulgar be-
havior can cause students to become depressed and 
motivate them to go against their conscience. 
 
          Although there are still some educators who 
are speaking out sincerely and exhausting their ef-
forts to reform the degenerate trends and to secure a 
good foundation for young people, the majority are 
shamelessly ignoring their conscience and promot-
ing  actions  that  are  obscene,  disrespectful,  and 
harmful to kinship and public morals. As a result, the 
brave and noble ideals of the youth are defeated, and 
their good roots are doomed. Before they are even 
able to truly activate their wisdom, they have already 
learned to be frivolous and wild! 
 
          Some educators even insist in abolishing the 
teaching of morality and ethics.  These people are 
nothing but thieves among the virtuous and rascals 
among the cultured. To cover up their corruptions, 
they strongly oppose genuine education and devel-
opmental  educational  reforms.  Just  as  the blind 
leading the blind, they delude the ignorant ones. Is 
this not a great cause for anguish and worry? 
 

(Continuation in Page 12)   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

An Anguished Appeal to Educators  

 

 Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua in December, 1982  
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         The significance of causes and conditions means 
the  coming  together  of  various  causes  and  condi-
tions.  Once the conditions are gone, their manifestation 
temporarily cease to exist.  Once the conditions are ex-
tinct, everything changes.  In the myriad processes of its 
coming and going, how do we advance our studies and 
learning in order to perceive and understand the funda-
mental emptiness of nature and the wisdom intrinsic to 
our self-nature?  Have we misused the causes and con-
ditions?  Have we missed the causes and conditions 
conducive to the advancement of our cultivation?  Have 
we made mistakes within proper causes and condi-
tions?  The answers to these questions lie within our 
minds.  Hence, the Buddhist teaching states, "Misdeeds 
done by the mind brings calamitous retributions in the 
body."  Other people do not know our own mind.  Nev-
ertheless, the heavens know, the ghosts know, and we 
ourselves know.  Our own mind also shows in the vows 
we make. 
 
         If,  in our clear,  bright and unblemished mind 
ground, we realize all phenomena that arise from causes 
and conditions are intrinsically empty in their nature, 
then unwholesome causes and conditions will become 
wholesome causes and conditions.  If we don’t under-
stand this point, then the causes and conditions that will 
help us transcend this mundane world will become ob-
structive forces that hinders our way.  The Venerable 
Master had ceaselessly taught us, "Everything is made 
from the mind alone."  This shows how important each 
single thought in our mind is!  With one deviant thought 
in our mind, we may fall into the realms of hell beings 
and hungry ghosts.  Likewise, ascending to the realms of 
humans or celestial beings, transcending the mundane 
world to reach sagehood, or even realizing Buddhahood, 
these  are  all  not  apart  from  one  thought  in  the 
mind.  Therefore, we have to pay close attention to the 
arising of every thought in our mind. We have to be ex-
tremely careful and not let down our guard at all times. 
 
         Today, in Roll Nine of the repentance text, there 
was a line in the praise that reads, "The yoga division 

 

Misdeeds done by the mind brings calamitous retributions in the body  
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng  Shr  on November  26, 2016, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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within the mind of Vairocana."  Vairocana Buddha is the 
Dharmakaya. How did he attain Buddhahood?  What is 
the mind of Vairocana Buddha?  It is this yoga division; 
it is the bodhisattva precepts.  How did Vairocana Bud-
dha advance from an ordinary person to a sage, and 
eventually certified to the fruition of Buddhahood?  It is 
by truly bringing forth the Bodhi resolve and walking 
the Bodhisattva path.  Hence, Buddhadharma dwells on 
kindness and compassion; kindness and compassion are 
the Buddha's substance and nature.  Kindness and com-
passion denote the power from true vows, unfeigned 
repentance, and genuine deliverance of living beings. 
 
         Right now, we are still lacking that certain power, 
because our mind has not taken root yet.  We deem our-
selves as cultivators. However, the repentance text stated 
that from the time of the ancient Buddha to the present, 
many who are still suffering in the Avici hell were left-
home people.  Hence, it is said, "One grain of rice from 
benefactors is as heavy as Mount Sumeru.  After eating 
it and failing to cultivate the Way, the retribution of furs 
and horns awaits."   
 
         The  Venerable  Master  had often  said,  "Many 
sangha members await by Hell's gate." For this reason, 
the  Buddha  had  instructed  the  left-home  people, 
"Among the Buddha’s seven-fold disciples, the bhikshus 
come first.  As the bhikshus conduct themselves in an 
exemplary manner, the bhikshunis should also conduct 
themselves thus.  So should sramaneras, sramanerikas, 
upasakas, and upasikas."  The core of the Buddha’s vi-
naya centers on great compassion.   The Buddha could 
not bear seeing living beings suffer and the sagely 
teachings decline. Hence, out of great compassion, we 
are gifted with the vinaya, the golden words of the 
buddhas of the three periods of time. 
 
        We should take the vinaya as our teacher in every-
thing.  We should not hold deviant views.  We should 
not be upside-down or recklessly foolish.  Now that we 
have secured the rescue buoy in the vast sea of suffering, 
we must hang on to it with all our might.  How can we 
say that this is attachment to the dharma?  We don't even 
recognize our own attachment to the self, so how can we 
be sure about our attachment to the dharma?  We talk 
about our attachment, our sturdy and unwavering Bodhi 
resolve, and the perfection of the dharma.  In our prac-
tice and upholding of the Buddhadharma, how much 
sincerity have we put forth?  This is something we can 
absolutely self-examine and conclude. 

(To be continued ...) 
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2020 7 8    Schedule of Weekly Events –  July and August of 2020 

  

7/5 (                                           
 

 Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

7/12 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

7/19 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

7/26 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

8/9 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

8/16 (    Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

8/23 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

8/30 (                                            Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

8/2 (                                             Gold Wheel Temple is close today 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
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Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


