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(Continued from issue #268)  
 
Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from ‘The 
Driving Force of Subjective Wisdom’ seminar on 
Spring of 1988 
 
          To explain the meaning of this section of the su-
tra, we can utilize two lines from the Analects: 
 

Seek not quick results,  
look not for small gains. 

Seeking quick results brings no success; 
Looking for small gains,  

you will not attain great accomplishments. 
 
What  is  the reason why we people cannot  realize 
Buddhahood? It is because of our habitual fault to ‘seek 
quick results’.  This penchant to ‘seek quick results’ is 
false thinking. Using this false thinking as a mirage 
state, we end up forgetting our ‘permanent-dwelling 
true mind, the bright substance of the pure nature,’ and 
our inherent wisdom fails to manifest. Why is this so? It 
is because we seek quick results. Let us take schooling 
as an example. If you have not finished primary school 
and you want to get in the university, it will not work 
since surely you will not be able to keep up with the 
course work. If you are greedy for a piece of candy and 
forget about your future state in life, then you are look-
ing for a small gain and failing great accomplishments.  
Like a young child greedy for candy, you ignore your 
future and hence, you do not have long-term vision. 
 
         When studying the Buddhadharma and learning to 
be a better person, in everything, we must not seek for 
quick results or small gains. If we want to attain great 
achievements, we must apply our effort. Applying effort 
is not putting on a show or flaunting advertisements to 
announce ‘what I have done’. Applying effort takes no 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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form or appearance. Whether walking, standing, sitting, 
or reclining we should practice what we learn. Stay 
focused in whatever we are studying. For example, I 
want  to  learn  how  to  write  Chinese  calligraphy. 
Whether I am walking, standing, sitting or reclining, 
my mind is always thinking of the calligraphy charac-
ters. This is contemplative thinking. In due time, you 
will succeed. If you say, you won’t apply effort but 
wish to write well, that’s impossible. This is just an 
example from which you can deduce in similar situa-
tions. Whatever you do, stay focused in thought after 
thought, whether walking, standing, sitting or reclining. 
If you are able to free your mind from false thinking 
and afflictions, and your mind stays clear and pure, 
then that is applying effort! 
 
         Whatever dharma-door you cultivate, you must 
stay focused. This holds true whether you choose to 
investigate Chan, to study the teachings, or to be 
mindful of the Buddha. When you stay focused, your 
practice will be efficacious.  When you are scatter-
brained, you will achieve nothing. Whatever you do, do 
not be greedy for quick results. Hence, “Seek not quick 
results; seeking quick results brings no success.” You 
want everything quick, but you still cannot end birth 
and death. ‘Look not for small gains.’  Do not be 
greedy for small achievements.  If you are greedy for 
small achievements, then you won’t attain great ac-
complishments. Now that I have explained to you this 
section of the sutra today, if you understand the mean-
ing, then you have gained a foothold.  
End of ‘The Driving Force of Subjective Wisdom’ 
seminar 

 
“Now you wish to investigate the unsurpassed Bo-
dhi and actually discover your nature. You should 
answer my questions with a straightforward mind, 
because that is exactly the way the Tathagatas of 
the ten directions escaped birth and death. Their 
minds were all straightforward, and since their 
minds and words were consistently that way, from 
the beginning, through the intermediary stages to 
the end, they were never deviated. 
 
         And thus the Buddha instructs Ananda, “Now 
you wish to investigate the unsurpassed Bodhi and 
actually discover your nature.” That is, ‘how to real-
ize Bodhi’.  Do you want to know it? “You should 
answer my questions with a straightforward mind.” 
You should use your straightforward mind.  Do not use 
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the devious mind, do not use the evasive 
mind.“Don’t  think  about  it,”  he  says, 
“don’t use false thinking to try to figure 
out how to answer me correctly. Don’t 
approach it as if you were in combat with 
me and must figure out what maneuver 
you should make to defeat me, as if this 
were the martial arts where one must de-
cide how to counter attack.”  If you think 
like that, you’re wrong.  You must use 
your straightforward mind.  Whatever I 
ask  you,  you  should  answer  with  a 
straightforward mind. 
 
         The  Vimilakirti  Sutra  says,  “The 
straightforward mind is the Way Place.” 
Why is the straightforward mind the Way 
Place? At the point when you have not yet 
formulated your first thought, that is your 
true mind, your Way-mind. This is the 
state of “primary thought,” the primary 
truth that exists prior to the spoken word. 
As soon as you begin thinking that is to 
say, as soon as you strike up false thinking, 
it is no longer your true mind at work. It is 
your  conscious  mind  which  is  full  of 
“second thoughts.” Instead of speaking up 
directly, and using your true mind to ex-
press yourself, you start thinking about it: 
“Ah, I shouldn’t say that; if I say that I’ll 
be wrong. I should say this!” With this 
thought, your turn towards another direc-
tion and want to change.  This is the sec-
ond thought, which is the human mind. 
 
         Your primary thought is the Way-
mind. It is the Way Place.  Hence the pri-
mary thought is also called ‘The ultimate 
truth’.  When you speak before you give 
rise to a thought, this is the ultimate truth.  
After you give rise to a thought and speak, 
you fall into the second thought.  This 
‘straightforward mind is the Way place’ 
means do not use your human mind to 
think and answer.  You must use your 
straightforward mind. Whatever I ask, you 
must respond immediately and don’t over 
think it.  Otherwise, it is not the straight-
forward mind! 
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         When  you  speak,  use  your 
straightforward mind to answer my 
question. Why? Because that is ex-
actly the way the Tathagatas of the 
ten directions escaped birth and 
death. There is a verse about the 
Chinese character Xin (心), “mind,” 
which goes: 
 

Three small dots like a cluster of 
stars, 

And a hook shaped like a crescent 
moon. 

Beget animals with fur and horns, 
Yet perfection of Buddhahood  

comes from it too. 
 

The ten Dharma realms are not be-
yond a single thought of the mind. 
Your thoughts can send you not only 
into  the  animal  realm,  but  into 
Buddhahood as well. Not only are 
Buddhas made from the mind, ghosts 
are creations of the mind, and so are 
gods, Arhats, and Bodhisattvas.  
 
          For  instance,  you  are  now 
studying the Buddhadharma, investi-
gating the Shurangama Sutra without 
fear  of  whatever  difficulties  may 
arise. This is because you repeatedly 
planted a single indestructible seed of 
thought into the field of your mind in 
countless former lives. Hence you 
have this resolve: “I must study the 
Shurangama Sutra!  I’m not afraid of 
any suffering or hardship.  No matter 
what, I will go there to study!” A 
Bodhi-seed has taken root so that 
now you are studying the Buddhad-
harma. Of course this single thought 
of the true mind has been helped 
along by the conscious mind, which 
thought  over  and over,  “Should I 
study the Buddhadharma or  not?” 
You kept debating the issue back and 
forth until finally you cut through it.  
“Oh, I will go anyway!” Whether you 
to decide whether to come and listen 
to the Sutra lecture is the same issue. 
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         It is because the Tathagatas from the ten di-
rections all uses the straightforward mind to realize 
Buddhahood. The devious mind would never ac-
complish this.  Hence, Escaped birth and death 
and their minds were all straightforward.  The 
Tathagatas all uses the straightforward mind to ac-
complish  the  Way,  and  severed the  continuous 
transmigration of birth and death. They use solely 
the straightforward mind to realize Buddhahood. 
 
Their minds and words were consistently that 
way: Because they use the straightforward mind. 
The Chinese characters ru shi (如是) “that way” 
refer specifically to the straightforward mind and do 
not have the same meaning as when they occurred in 
the opening sentence of the Sutra where ru shi 
means “thus” in “Thus I have heard.”From the be-
ginning, through the intermediary stages to the 
end. “The end” refers to wonderful enlightenment, 
the achievement of Buddhahood. “The beginning” 
refers to the stage of Dry Wisdom, also called the 
Vajra Initial Resolve.  This is the beginning of a 
Bodhisavatta  cultivating  the  fifty-five  positions. 
“The intermediary stages” are the long period of 
cultivation between the stage of Dry Wisdom and 
the achievement of Buddhahood, through the vari-
ous stages of Bodhisattvahood - the Ten Faiths, Ten 
Dwellings, Ten Conducts, Ten Transferences, Four 
Aiding Conducts, up to the Ten Grounds, then to 
Equal  Enlightenment,  and Wonderful  Enlighten-
ment. Through all that time the Buddhas of the past 
were never deviated and used only their straight-
forward minds. And so they became Buddhas. 
 
         The  Buddha  was  concerned  that  Ananda 
would not use his straightforward mind to answer 
the questions, but would answer in round-about 
ways, making it impossible to arrive at any true 
principles. So the Buddha first wanted to explain to 
him clearly that he should give uninhibited answers 
and not be murky about it. “Now I am speaking es-
sential Dharma-doors for you,” said the Buddha, 
“I’m explaining how to actually discover your na-
ture, the initial doctrines concerning the realization 
of Buddhahood, so you can’t be casual or do a lot of 
modifying when you answer me. You must use your 
straightforward mind to answer me.” 
 

          (To be continued ...) 
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From the editor: Starting from this issue, we will publish Ven-
erable Master Hua’s Explanation of the Sutra of the Past Vows 
of Earth Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva  

 
The Arisal of Conditions Leading to the  

Lecturing of the Sutra 
         Nowadays, every place is a Bodhimanda. 
Every place is a place for Dharma assemblies. 
Whenever and wherever, we can lecture on the 
Sutras and speak the Dharma. At all times and in 
all places, we can work on our cultivation and ap-
ply our effort. Therefore, when it comes to culti-
vation, location or distance makes no difference. 
Wherever we go is just the same as our point of 
origin. We should not distinguish locations or 
Dharma assemblies on how good or bad they are. 
We should be able to lecture on the Sutras, speak 
the Dharma and study the Buddhadharma wher-
ever we happen to be. Only then will we be able to 
achieve wholeness and harmony in our skill. Make 
it a habit of studying the Buddhadharma anywhere 
we are. This is most important! 
 
        What is the key point when we study the 
Buddhadharma? It is to refrain from false thinking! 
It is to gather your mind and body to come together 
as one.  It is to control your mind from wandering. 
It is to not think of the past, the present, or the fu-
ture. It is to only focus your mind in studying the 
Buddhadharma. This way, you will not have any 
afflictions or worries. Why do you have afflic-
tions? It is because you cannot see through and let 
go of things. You regard this matter important and 
that matter even more important. This regard of 
importance leads to attachment. Once there is at-
tachment, afflictions arise. Hence, as students of 
the Buddhadharma, we should be free of attach-
ments—that is, any and all attachments. 

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth 
Store [Ksitigarbha] Bodhisattva 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

at Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, on June 13, 1971  
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        Today marks the first time the (Earth 
Store) Sutra is being lectured here. From 
now on, let us follow this seating arrange-
ment. People in the second row should po-
sition themselves in between the people in 
the first row, i.e. one person sits in the sec-
ond row behind the space of two persons in 
the first row. This way, there is no obstruc-
tion of    view. Everyone will have a clear 
line of sight, whether you are sitting in front 
or behind. For the standing arrangement, 
people should leave enough room between 
the rows for bowing. Earlier, we were re-
citing the Six Syllables Great Bright Mantra. 
Earth Store Bodhisattva likes people to re-
cite this mantra. If you are able to recite it, 
he will grant you your wishes. He will help 
you  with  whatever  you  request.  Words 
come short when describing Earth Store 
Bodhisattva's [many] efficacious responses, 
which we will discuss during our Sutra lec-
tures. When speaking the sutra, we always 
have to recite the Six Syllables Great Bright 
Mantra. It is an excellent mantra and its 
functions are inconceivable. 
 
          There  are  some  very  important 
causes and conditions leading to the Earth 
Store Sutra lectures. I was renting a place 
for the summer and was planning to termi-
nate the lease by the end of summer. How-
ever, I realized that, if I did that, it would be 
difficult for some people to find a place to 
stay. So, I took a risk and renewed the lease 
on this place and invited these people to 
stay. I also invited Earth Store Bodhisattva 
to stay here with us. This way, every day we 
would get to bow to the Bodhisattva, plant 
good roots and cultivate blessings!  
 
         However, Americans are unfamiliar 
with Bodhisattvas since they have never 
been introduced to a bodhisattva, let alone 
had to live with one! While some people are 
delighted by the human-like image of the 
Bodhisattva, others seem frightened. This 
led me to want to introduce this Bodhi-
sattva's life stories. When you wish to make 
a new friend, you first would probably want 
to know the kind of person he or she is. So 
let us now get acquainted with Earth Store 
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Bodhisattva. Given these circumstances, I will lec-
ture on the Earth Store Sutra for everybody. 
 
         The Earth Store Sutra is a Buddhist scripture 
on filial piety. Earth Store Bodhisattva is a Bodhi-
sattva who practices filial conduct and is considered 
the most filial Bodhisattva. By giving my lectures 
on the Sutra, I hope to inspire everyone to follow 
Earth Store Bodhisattva's spirit of filial piety. 
 
          Now, we will discuss the following. First, 
Causes  and  Conditions  for  the  Arising  of  the 
Teaching: the circumstances that gave rise to this 
Sutra. Second, Divisions and Vehicles in Which It Is 
Contained -- "Divisions" refers to the Tripitaka, 
"Vehicles" refers to the Great Vehicle [the Maha-
yana] and the Small Vehicle [the Hinayana]. Or, in 
terms of the Five Vehicles, there are the Vehicle of 
Humans, the Vehicle of Gods, the Vehicle of Sound 
Hearers [Shravakas], the Vehicle of Those Enlight-
ened to Conditions [Prateyka-buddhas], and the 
Vehicle of Bodhisattvas. "The Divisions and Vehi-
cles in Which It Is Contained" refers to the division 
of the Tripitaka and the category of the Five Vehi-
cles to which the Sutra belongs. Third, Determining 
Its Aim and Purport: We will explain its tenet. 
Fourth, An Explanation of the Title: We will explain 
the title of the Sutra. Fifth, Its Transmission and 
Translators: We will identify the individuals re-
sponsible for its transmission and translation. Sixth, 
Discerning and Explaining the Meaning of the Text: 
We will especially clarify the meaning of the Su-
tra’s text. 
 
         First, what does the Causes and Conditions for 
the Arising of the Teaching mean? "Teaching" is 
the [body of] language used by the Sages to teach 
and transform living beings, as in the [Chinese] 
phrase: The language [that] the Sagely One admin-
isters to his charges. "Arising" refers to the fact that 
what did not preciously exist now exists, having 
arisen and come forth. "Causes" are the factors and 
"conditions" refers to the reasons. So what causes 
and conditions brought forth this teaching? 
 
          After he had attained Buddhahood, Shakya-
muni Buddha spoke the Dharma for forty-nine 
years in over three hundred assemblies, yet all 
along, never once did he get a chance to take his 
mother  across  [to  the  other  shore  of  nirvana]. 
Shakyamuni Buddha was born from his mother's 
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left ribcage, and his mother passed away after giving 
birth. When he became a Buddha, he learned that his 
mother, Lady Maya, had ascended to the heavens. 
After he had spoken the Dharma Flower Sutra and 
before starting the Nirvana Sutra, he thought of his 
mother and ascended to the Palace of Trayastrimsha 
Heaven. He stayed there for three months to expound 
the Dharma for his mother.  
 
          What was that Dharma? It was the Earth Store 
Sutra, the sutra on filial piety. For the sake of cross-
ing over his dear mother, Shakyamuni Buddha spoke 
the Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhi-
sattva in the Palace of Trayastrimsha Heaven—those 
are the causal conditions leading up to this Sutra. 
Shakyamuni Buddha speaking the Dharma for his 
mother—isn’t this sutra very important? That sums 
up the Causes and Conditions for the Arising of the 
Teaching. 
 
          Second, Divisions and Vehicles in Which It Is 
Contained: "Contained" refers to the categories to 
which it belongs.  The tripitaka has three "divisions", 
namely: Sutras, Vinaya, Shastras. Sutras fall within 
the study of samadhi; Vinaya, the study of precepts; 
Shastras, the study of wisdom. Sutras, Vinaya and 
Shastras are simply precepts, samadhi and wisdom. 
This Sutra is contained within the divisions of Sutras 
and Vinaya because it discusses the precepts too. 
"Vehicles" refers to either the Five Vehicles or the 
Three Vehicles. The Three Vehicles are those of the 
Shravakas, the Pratyeka-buddhas, and the Bodhisatt-
vas. When you add the Vehicle of Humans and the 
Vehicle of Celestial Beings, it becomes the Five Ve-
hicles. Just as each human being is unique and dif-
ferent from one another in millions of ways, so are 
the celestial beings, the Shravakas and Pratyeka-
buddhas.  Likewise,  there are—not just  one—but 
many Bodhisattvas. The Earth Store Sutra is con-
tained within the Vehicles of Humans, Celestial Be-
ings, and Bodhisattvas. This is the Divisions and 
Vehicles in Which It Is Contained.  

(To be continued ...) 
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          In cultivating the Dharma-door of in-
vestigating Chan, you should not try to learn 
the details of how to investigate when you 
have not learned how to sit in full lotus, or 
even half lotus. You have not finished laying 
the foundation yet! To investigate Chan, you 
must first lay the foundation. 
 
          During the first week, set to clear the 
land. When you build a house, you must level 
the land first. 
 
          During the second week, you can drive 
in the stakes. Driving in the stakes requires 
effort--this is where you must cultivate pa-
tience and endure the pain, hunger, and cold. 
You must endure everything, which takes a lot 
of effort. Nonetheless, you must travel this 
path. You have to lay a good foundation and 
drive in good stakes. Otherwise, your house 
will not be sturdy; the wind will blow it down 
and the rain will wash it away. That is the 
consequence of not driving in the stakes well 
and not setting a good foundation. 
 
          In the third week, you can put up the 
beams, rafters, column bases, and columns. 
 
          In the fourth week, you can erect the 
walls, install doors and windows, and put up 
the ridgepole. That is the best way to build a 
house, gradually. You cannot "dig a well with 
one thrust of the shovel"; there is no instant 
success. 
 
          This holds true not only in investigating 
Chan, but also of being mindful of the Buddha, 
studying the teachings, practicing the Secret 
School,  and  delving  into  the  Vinaya.  In 
thought after thought, you have to train your 
mind to be honest and not to yearn for what is 
lofty. Do not run over to join the Secret School 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

In Investigating Chan, First Lay the Foundation  

 Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua on November 28, 1982  
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just because you hear someone talk about how won-
derful it is. We should not get so deluded that we ob-
stinately refuse to see the truth and rigidly hold onto 
old ways. The facts are right in front of us, but with 
addled brains, we still chase after what's "secret, secret, 
secret" until we die not knowing what happened. That 
is truly secret! Actually, it is not secret, it is confusion; 
it is very muddled. 
 
          Buddhists should study true principles. Do not be 
blind followers. You should draw near virtuous people 
and stay away from bad people. Bad people are those 
who do nothing but cheat others. Virtuous people do 
not cheat others. People without virtue use all sorts of 
fraudulent means － that is why they cannot preserve 
their virtue. Only those who do not cheat people can 
store up the merit and virtue they cultivate over days 
and months. That is why their virtue endures. Pay at-
tention to this when you observe people. Do not just 
judge by appearances and say, "That person looks vir-
tuous; he seems to be a Good and Wise Advisor." You 
do not have a way to measure that. You must really get 
to know him thoroughly before you can make such an 
assessment. In this Dharma-ending Age, people have a 
common problem, that is, a penchant for what is lofty. 
We let our ears do the "seeing" for us. When we hear 
someone say such-and-such is good, we rush over. 
When we get there, we are clueless to whether it is 
good or not, and without realizing it, we get duped. 
People who follow confused belief in wealth and sex 
and in geomancy are very pathetic! 
 
         Today's newspaper featured an article that hap-
pened in China’s Fujian province. Six children com-
mitted suicide together by jumping into the sea, hoping 
to become immortals. Why did they do that? They were 
misled by deviant talks, saying that people who do evil 
become ghosts, and people who do good become im-
mortals. Moreover, what did "doing good" mean? It 
meant not being afraid to die. Children in rural areas 
are quite naive and easily believe whatever they hear. 
Since they were told that good people are not afraid to 
die and will become immortals after death, they de-
cided to do a group suicide and become immortals. 
They thought, "In the past, there were Eight Immortals 
who probably committed suicide together. Now we can 
commit suicide together and become the Six Immortals 
and escape from the six paths of rebirth." Thence, they 
killed themselves, wishing to become immortals. 
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         Well, did they become immortals? I can guar-
antee they did not. Why? They were too muddled. 
People who become immortals are very intelligent, 
not foolish who have no understanding of true prin-
ciples and can not tell right from wrong. How could 
they all die together and become immortals? If be-
coming immortals were that easy, everyone should 
just hurry up to die, and become immortals. How-
ever, that is impossible. How pitiful those foolish 
villagers were, blindly following this deviant claim 
and leading their children astray. This is very pa-
thetic. 
 
         Why did those children choose to die unafraid, 
saying they were going to become immortals? You 
could say their environment forced them to feel that 
life was not worth living, that it would be better to 
die than to be living corpses. So seeking liberation, 
they all went to their deaths together. The children 
had written the word "death" over a thousand times 
in their notebooks. Every day, it was "death, death, 
death." They kept thinking of death from morning to 
night. In their ignorance, those boys and girls were 
seduced by superstition, losing their true goal and 
direction. 
 
         Buddhists should not believe in superstition. 
You must break through superstition. What is su-
perstition? It is being reckless and confused in your 
belief. You simply believe anything people say, and 
you end up all muddled. Being superstitious is still 
not that serious. What is most scary is ‘believing in 
confusion’, that you believe in the confused, upside-
down teachings of externalist ways. Some people 
try to be clever; they do not believe in what is true 
but instead believe in what is false. This is a case of 
being confused within confusion. They do not rec-
ognize true principles. They take the true as false, 
and the false as true. For example, in the case of the 
six children, the theory that "death leads to immor-
tality" is actually just a false claim meant to cheat 
people, but they believed it. If someone had told 
them they have to cultivate the Way before they can 
become immortals, they might not have believed 
that. In this world, there are many pathetic people 
and many woeful situations that we could never 
finish speaking of! 

 
(The End of the Article) 
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         Our afflictions are endless.  As long as 
the idea of a “self” exists, offenses spontane-
ously follow.  If everyone uses a mind that is 
selfish and seeks personal advantage, there is 
no end to the sea of suffering.  We have to 
clearly  recognize  our  own  afflictions  and 
sever them with the double-edged sword of 
wisdom.  To end afflictions, we have to study 
the dharma that will truly enable us to leave 
behind afflictions.  That dharma door is like-
wise without bounds. 
 
         The absence of Buddhadharma is like 
the absence of brightness.  Without proper 
dharma, living beings in this world are with-
out  hope.   Dharma  Doors  are  measure-
less.  We have to set our goal and resolve to 
learn the immeasurable dharma-doors.  Can 
you imagine the power of such resolve? 
 
         The Buddha Path is unsurpassed.  In this 
Saha world the one and only great matter that's 
truly important is to end birth and death and to 
jump out of the wheel of transmigration.  This 
is the only matter we should do in the Saha 
world.  We should not busy ourselves with a 
lot of mundane tasks that keep us from ac-
complishing the most important one. Hence, 
"The Buddha Path is unsurpassed; I vow to 
realize it." We should firmly follow through 
with these Four Great Vows. We should form 
wholesome and proper affinities with many 
living beings. We should create affinities that 
will lead us to the Western Land.  
 
         How do we adorn our body and appear-
ance?  We should adhere to rules and regula-
tions. We should observe and uphold the pre-

Recognize and Repay the Buddha's kindness  
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master  Heng  Shr  on November  24, 2016, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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cepts, which are our rules and regulations.  This way 
we  can  conduct  ourselves  with  proper  deco-
rum.  First, we regulate our body; next, we regulate 
our mind. If our body cannot abide by proper deco-
rum, how can we gather in our mind?  Without a 
collected mind, how can we adorn our Buddha na-
ture?  Therefore, we have to dignify our body and 
appearance.  We have to  cultivate  the  Pureland 
practice. The Pureland Dharma Door is not merely 
to be spoken. It is meant to be applied in practice.  
 
         In the repentance text we recited today, we 
encountered "power" in many sections, i.e., the 
Power of Kindness and Compassion in the Bodhi-
mandas, the Power of Taking Refuge in the Triple 
Jewel, the Power of Severing Doubts and Generat-
ing Faith, the Power of Repenting and Bringing 
Forth the Bodhi Mind, the Power of Dispelling En-
mities and Unraveling Knots, the Power of Felici-
tating and Rejoicing, the Power of Vigor and Sin-
cerity, the Power of Vowing to Transfer Merit and 
Virtue to the Good Roots. Power is added to each 
one.  Without applying power, everything is just 
empty talk. 
 
         How is this ‘power’ generated?  It is generated 
from the bottom of our hearts.  If we do not set a 
clear goal in our minds and we are not resolute in 
working towards our goals, this ‘power’ cannot 
come forth. Without this ‘power’, we will not be 
able to reap the benefits. 
 
         I will finish the talk now because all of you 
have to go home to get together with your family 
and fulfill your familial duties.  Even though we 
monastics have left the home life, we still have to be 
sympathetic  to  the  drudgery  laypeople  go 
through.  We will start the first incense this after-
noon at 1:20 pm. If all of you feel up to it, we will 
conclude the repentance ceremony in the time of 
one incense stick. Amitofo. 
 

(The End of the Article) 
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2020 1 2    Schedule of Weekly Events –  January and February of 2020 

  

1/5 (                                           
 

 

Auspicious Spirit Mantra of Eradicating Disaster   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

1/12 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

1/19 (                                             Great Compassion Mantra 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

1/26 (                                             

Auspicious Spirit Mantra of Eradicating Disaster   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

2/2 (                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

2/9 (    Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

2/16 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

2/23 (                                            Great Compassion Mantra 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


