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性定魔伏 
 

性定魔伏朝朝樂 
妄念不起處處安 

心止念絕真富貴 
私欲斷盡真福田 

 

Cultivating the Bodhi Path  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 

Nature settled, Demons subdued 
 

When one's nature is settled, Demons are subdued,  
and every day is happy. 

When false thoughts do not arise,  
every place is peaceful. 

When the mind stops and thoughts cease,  
that is true wealth and honor. 

Complete severance of selfish desires 
is truly the field of blessings. 
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(Continued from issue #263)  
         Why was Ananda unable to withstand the 
mantra “formerly of the Brahma Heaven,” since 
after all, he had reached the first stage of Arhat-
ship? It was because in the past when cultivating 
samadhi, he had used his conscious mind. The 
conscious mind is subject to production, extinction 
and is not ultimate. A samadhi which is developed 
by using thought-processes of the conscious mind, 
such as “stop and contemplate,” the method of the 
Tian Tai teaching, involves the eighth conscious-
ness. It does not address the nature which is neither 
produced nor extinguished. If one bases one’s 
work on the nature which is neither produced nor 
extinguished, one can cultivate a samadhi which is 
neither produced nor extinguished. That is a genu-
ine samadhi, one that cannot be moved by outside 
influences. But Ananda used only his conscious 
mind in whatever he did. For instance, when he 
listened to Sutras, he used his strong memory to 
remember the principles the Buddha spoke. This is 
one kind of consciousness, it is not the method to 
fundamental resolution. Therefore, when Ananda 
encountered a demonic state, he failed to recognize 
it. 
 
         For people who cultivate the Way, it is most 
important to be able to recognize circumstances 
and states. When a state arises and you recognize 
it, you won’t be influenced or swayed. You will 
triumph over the state with your samadhi-power.  
When you encounter any state – good, bad, favor-
able or unfavorable – and you can remain “thus, 
thus,  unmoving” and thoroughly clear,  that  is 
genuine samadhi-power. If happy situations make 
you happy and sad events make you sad, you’re 
being influenced by states. If you accede to joy, 
anger, sorrow or happiness, you’re being influ-

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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enced by states. Not to be influenced by external 
states is to be like a mirror. A mirror gives a 
reflection of any object that appears before it, 
and reverts to stillness when the object disap-
pears. The basic substance of the mirror is al-
ways bright.  It  cannot  be defiled.  To have 
samadhi-power and not be moved is to have 
genuine wisdom and thorough understanding. 
This is most important. 
 
        “Shamatha” is a Sanskrit word which is 
interpreted to mean “stillness and quiescence.” 
However, it is a stillness and quiescence which 
is forced. One attains a kind of samadhi by de-
liberately forcing the mind to have samadhi-
power and not to strike up false thinking. It is 
not the ultimate samadhi. It is merely a kind of 
expedient  device cultivated by those of  the 
Small Vehicle. At the very beginning of his 
teaching,  Shakyamuni  Buddha  taught  this 
method  to  those  of  the  Two  Vehi-
cles.“Samapatti,” also Sanskrit, is interpreted to 
mean “contemplation and illumination” of such 
dharmas as the twelve causal conditions and the 
Four Noble Truths. “Dhyana,” also Sanskrit, is 
interpreted  to  mean  “thought-cultivation”  or 
“still consideration.” One uses the mind to trace 
the coming and going of thoughts, similar to the 
cultivation of “stopping and contemplating.” 
The Tian Tai School lists the “Three Stoppings 
and Three Contemplations which relate to the 
emptiness, false, and the middle.”  That teaching 
is basically a good one, but it is nothing com-
pared to the Shurangama Samadhi. Dhyana can 
be ultimate or non-ultimate. Those of the Small 
Vehicle cultivate using the conscious mind; they 
make discriminations using the conscious mind. 
Since the conscious mind is subject to produc-
tion and extinction, its use will not lead to the 
genuine Buddha samadhi. 
 
         What  should we cultivate? We should 
cultivate the Shurangama Samadhi. How do we 
cultivate the Shurangama Samadhi? The Sutra 
text will gradually make that clear. By listening 
clearly to the explanation of the Sutra and un-
derstanding it, you will know how to attain the 
Shurangama Samadhi.  You will not be in a 
daze. Right now, you don’t know where to be-
gin. You are like someone standing inside a 
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dense forest trying to figure what the 
mountain looks like. As the poet Su Dong 
Po worded it: I can’t tell what Lu Moun-
tain really looks like since I am inside the 
mountain .If he had walked away from it, 
though, he could have seen it from a dis-
tance.  Now  we  are  boring  into  the 
Shurangama Sutra. Progress onward and 
you will gradually see what lies within. 
When you have seen clearly, you’d say, 
“This time, I have obtained treasures! 
This time, I have entered the mountain of 
treasures!” You grab two big handfuls of 
gold; fill a chest load of gems and go back 
home. The supply of treasures you have 
obtained is inexhaustible. The benefits 
hitherto is more than you could ever use 
in a lifetime. In the future, you will be 
able to achieve the Shurangama fruition 
of Buddhahood and then go on to teach 
and transform living beings. 
 
At that time Bodhisattvas as numerous 
as  the  sands  of  the  Ganges,  great 
Arhats, Pratyekas, and others from the 
ten  directions,  were  also  present. 
Pleased at the opportunity to listen, 
they withdrew silently to their seats to 
receive the sagely instruction. 
 
         That time is when Ananda asked 
Shakyamuni Buddha to explain how the 
Tathagatas of the ten directions had real-
ized Bodhi, that is, Proper Enlightenment, 
and the very first expedience of the won-
derful Shamatha, Samapatti, and Dhyana. 
It has already been mentioned that Bo-
dhisattvas as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges were present, so this refers to 
yet more Bodhisattvas.  
 
         The Ganges River  in India is forty 
Chinese miles wide and its sands are as 
fine as flour, like fine motes of dust. 
During a storm, the sands and stones fly 
about, as dangerous as desert dust-storms. 
Now, how many grains of such fine sand 
would you estimate there to be in a river 
some forty Chinese miles wide? Could 
you figure it? Probably even the best 
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mathematician would be unable to come 
up with a number. Since the Ganges’ sands 
are countless, they are used to represent a 
non-existent number, a number beyond all 
calculations. 
 
         The complete name for ‘Pusa (菩

薩)’ is Bodhisattva (菩提薩埵).  The 
Chinese people keep it short and called it 
‘Pusa’. The word ‘Bodhi’ means ‘awaken’ 
which  simply  means  enlightenment. 
‘Sattva’ means ‘sentient beings’.  All liv-
ing beings is called ‘sentient beings.’ A 
Bodhisattva  is  an  ‘enlightened  sentient 
being.’ You can also say that he is already 
enlightened, and he causes other beings to 
become enlightened. He is also called ‘a 
living being with a great Way-mind.’ No 
matter how badly people may act towards 
him, he doesn’t hold it against them. He 
absolutely never becomes irritated, never 
loses his temper. His Way-mind is firm 
and vast. A Bodhisattva is also called an 
“Opened Knight.”  What has he opened?  
He has resolved to open his Bodhi mind. 
Since his Bodhi mind is opened, he is 
called a Bodhisattva. 
 
         Great Arhats from the ten direc-
tions: Together with all Great Arhats from 
the ten directions.  These are not small 
Arhats! The ten directions. The Amitabha 
Sutra speaks of the Buddhas of the six 
directions, but it does not mention the ten 
directions. The six are north, east, south, 
and west, up, and down. The additional 
four are northeast, southeast, northwest, 
and southwest. I say, though, that basically 
there isn’t even one direction. The earth is 
round, so what directions can there be? 
But the Buddhist Sutras speak of ten di-
rections, and besides, the “round” I speak 
of is not yet an established fact; so don’t 
rely on what I say. As I see it, the world is 
transformed from a single source; every-
thing is within the Great Light Treasury, 
the Tathagata Store, where there is no 
north, south, east, west, or the four inter-
mediate points, or up or down. That is the 
way I see it, but perhaps it is not right. 
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         What is in the ten directions? Great 
Arhats. So, what is great in them? Their 
Way was great. It does not mean that they 
were physically big or particularly tall. It 
means that their Dharma-nature was great, 
their Dharma-power was great, their Way-
virtue was great. Hence, they are called 
Great Arhats. 
 
         Now let’s talk about ‘Arhat’.  It is a 
Sanskrit name and has three meanings: 
 
1.  Worthy of offerings. 
They were worthy of the offerings of gods 
and people. In the causal ground a bhikshu 
“begs for his food” and as a result, as an 
Arhat, he is “worthy of offerings.” 
 
2.  Killer of thieves. 
The Buddha taught people not to kill. Isn’t 
killing a violation of precepts? No, not in 
this case, because the thieves referred to are 
not external thieves, but the thieves within 
you. What are the thieves within us? They 
are the thieves of ignorance and the thieves 
of affliction. 
 
         Affliction is a thief. Our eyes, ears, 
nose, tongue, body and mind are called the 
Six Thieves. Unbeknownst to you, they rob 
you. You don’t realize it. Your essential 
energies were originally very ample. But 
when  your  eyes  start  looking  at  many 
things the thieves (your eyes) steal your 
valuable treasures. When you listen to too 
many things, your hearing-nature disperses 
and your vital energies are spent. Do not 
think, “My eyes are my best friend. My ears 
always help me out. My nose smells things 
and my tongue distinguishes tastes. They 
are all helping me.”No, that’s not it. These 
Six Thieves steal your unsurpassed treas-
ures, your Dharma treasures. These thieves 
become your neighbors without you realiz-
ing it. No wonder your treasures got stolen. 
No wonder! 
 

(To be continued ...) 
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 (Continued from issue #263)  
 

They further asked, “In the future, will 
there be any difficulties?” 
 
The Master said, “Five or six years after 
my extinction, a man will come to take my 
head. Listen to my verse: 
 

Respectfully making  
offerings to the head, 

The mouth is in need of food. 
Encountering disaster from ‘Man’, 

The governing officials are Yang and Liu. 
 
         During the Master’s lifetime, he went 
through countless adversities, i.e. multiple 
assassination  attempts,  arson,  stealing  of 
Dharmas, being spied on.  There had been six 
attempts to steal the Sixth Patriarch’s robe-
and-bowl, with the intention of killing the 
Master. However, there were no record of 
these incidents in the sutra since they had 
failed. Now that his disciples had completed 
the pagoda per the Master’s instructions a 
year ago, the Master decided to return to Xin 
Zhou.   
 
        His  disciples  wondered  what  would 
happen after he was gone. With some hope-
fulness,  they asked,  “In the future,  there 
won’t be difficulties anymore. Right?” What 
they were trying to say is that: After the 
Master’s nirvana, we hope there is no one 
wanting to kill us since we are your disciples. 
They had failed to kill you, but we hope they 
do not come after us instead. 
 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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         The Master said, “Five or six years after 
my extinction, a man will come to take my 
head.”Look! When he was alive, they tried to 
take his life. After his death, they tried to steal 
his head. In those days, it was not easy to be a 
Patriarch. Nowadays, it is not that terrible, so 
do not fear and think, “Being a Patriarch is so 
daunting. I do not want to be one.” Do not re-
treat from your resolve for Bodhi! 
  
         The Master continued, “Now, I am going 
to tell you a prophecy.”  He delivered the 
prophecy in a verse.  However, no one under-
stood it at that time, but eventually the proph-
ecy came true. Respectfully making offerings 
to the head. Five or six years after the Master’s 
death, a Koryo monk named Jin Da Bei wanted 
to steal the Sixth Patriarch’s head to bring back 
to his country to venerate. The mouth is in 
need of food. 
 
        The Koryo monk hired Zhang Jing Man of 
Hung Zhou to steal the Patriarch’s head. Being 
poor and hungry, Zhang Jing Man accepted the 
deal to steal the Sixth Patriarch’s head. Maybe 
the Koryo monk was rich and gave him much 
money. Encountering disaster from ‘Man’. 
Man refers to Zhang Jing Man. When Man 
showed up, it meant disaster because he came 
to steal the Patriarch’s head. During that time, 
the officials in charge of the area were Magis-
trate Liu Wu Tian and Governor Yang Kan. 
 
        Sure enough, this prophetic verse came 
true five to six years after the Master’s nirvana. 
The flesh-body of the Patriarch was housed 
inside the pagoda. Having heard the Master’s 
prediction, his disciples had bound his neck 
with sheets of iron for protection. When Zhang 
Jing Man came to sever the head with his knife, 
he was not able to do so. Wielding a lot of force 
to chop off the head, he created a clatter of 
noise, alerting the monk guarding the pagoda. 
Zhang Jing Man fled. The monks saw a man in 
white mourning clothes running away from the 
pagoda. Going inside the pagoda, the monks 
saw evidence of hacking on the steel sheets 
resulting from the powerful blows wielded by 
Zhang Jing Man. The monks reported the inci-
dent to the local officials. Within five days, the 
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police officers caught Zhang Jing Man and brought 
him to Nan Hua Temple for interrogation. 
  
         Magistrate Liu questioned Man, “Why do you 
want to sever the Sixth Patriarch’s head?” Zhang 
Jing Man confessed, “A Koryo monk wanted to 
have the Patriarch’s head but he dare not do it him-
self. He paid me a lot of money to do it. Being poor 
and in need of money to buy food, I agreed to the 
deal.” 
 
         The Magistrate consulted with the Master’s 
disciple, Dhyana Master Ling Tao, “How should we 
settle this case?” Dhyana Master Ling Tao said, “If 
we were to follow the country’s law, he would cer-
tainly be beheaded. However, the Buddha taught us 
to regard friends and foes equally the same. I would 
rather set him free. Besides, the Master had fore-
stalled this incident.” Hearing this, Magistrate Liu 
exclaimed, “It is only now that I realize how great 
and immense Buddhism is!”Afterward, Zhang Jing 
Man was set free. 
 
The Master also said, “Seventy years after my 
departure, two Bodhisattvas – one monastic and 
one laity – will come from the east and simulta-
neously propagate and transform. They will es-
tablish my School, build and restore monasteries, 
and spur on the flourishing of the Dharma.” 

  
         It is said that the monastic Bodhisattva was 
Patriarch Mazu Dhyana Master Dao Yi of Jiangxi. 
He built all the forest monasteries in Jiangxi. There 
is a saying: Mazu built forest monasteries; Baizhang 
set clear rules. 
 
         It is said that the lay Bodhisattva was Pang 
Yün. His entire family attained enlightenment. Fur-
thermore, everyone in his family entered Nirvana at 
the  same  time.  Layman  Pang  was  extremely 
wealthy. One day, he gathered all his money, loaded 
them into a big boat and sailed out to the sea. Then, 
he dumped his entire wealth overboard into the bot-
tom of the sea, as a gift to the Dragon King for 
adorning his Dragon Palace. After making this huge 
offering,  Layman  Pang  returned  home  empty-
handed. For livelihood, he weaved bamboo baskets. 
Living a life of poverty, he single-mindedly culti-
vated the Way. One day, Layman Pang sighed, 

It’s hard! It’s hard! It’s hard! 
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Like spreading ten loads of sesame seeds on the leaves of 
all the trees.  

 
Hearing his lament, his wife said, “You are such a useless 
old man! There is nothing hard at all. In fact, 

It’s easy! It’s easy! It’s easy! 
On the tip of every blade of grass lies the Patriarch’s 

mind. 
 

By then, his daughter Ling Zhao joined in and said: 
It’s not hard! It’s not easy! 

I eat when hungry and sleep when tired! 
 

         Although Layman Pang had a wife, their relationship 
was casual like good friends. They did not carry on a man-
woman relationship as ordinary men and women do. Con-
sequentially, his entire family became enlightened. Lay 
people should all model after Layman Pang’s inconceiv-
able state. Some say that the two Bodhisattvas are Dhyana 
Master Huang Bo and Prime Minister Pei Xiu. Whoever 
you talk about is fine. They established the principle of 
Sudden Teaching, built and restored monasteries, and 
spurred on the flourishing of the Dharma. 
 
The assembly made obeisance and asked,  “Please 
elaborate upon on how many generations the teaching 
has been transmitted since the first Buddhas and Pa-
triarchs appeared in the world.” 
The Master said, “The ancient Buddhas who have re-
sponded to appear in the world are numberless and 
countless.  Now  I  will  begin  with  the  last  seven 
Buddhas.  During ‘Adorned Eon’ in the past, there 
were Vipashyin Buddha, Shikhin Buddha, and Vish-
vabhu Buddha. In the present ‘Worthy Eon’, there 
have been Krakucchanda Buddha, Kanakamuni Bud-
dha, Kashyapa Buddha, and Shakyamuni Buddha.” 
 
        The assembly made obeisance and asked, “Will you 
please explain to us how many generations the teaching 
has been transmitted since the first Buddhas and Patriarchs 
appeared in the world?” 
 
        The Great Master, the Sixth Patriarch said, “It cannot 
be reckoned how many ancient Buddhas had responded to 
appear in the world. Since I cannot read, I will now briefly 
talk about the past seven Buddhas. In the past Adorned 
Eon, a thousand Buddhas appeared in the world. The 998th 
Buddha of that eon was Vipashyin Buddha. His name 
means ‘Victorious Contemplation’, ‘Various Contempla-
tion’, Victorious View’ or ‘Various View’. Overall, this is 
the name of a Buddha. If you just remember ‘Vipashyin 
Buddha’, it will suffice. The second Buddha was Shikhin 
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Buddha, the 999th Buddha. Shikhin means ‘fire’. The 
third Buddha was Vishvabhu Buddha, the last Buddha 
of the Adorned Eon. 
 
         Next is called the Worthy Eon because many 
worthy sages appeared during this time. Of the thou-
sand Buddhas of this eon, Krakucchanda Buddha is 
the first. His name means‘ Worthy of Offerings’, be-
cause he should receive the offerings of humans and 
gods. His name also means ‘Adornment’. The second 
Buddha is Kanakamuni Buddha. The third is Ka-
shyapa Buddha. The fourth is Shakyamuni Buddha, 
the present Teaching Host of the Saha World. These 
are the most recent seven Buddhas. 
  

(To be continued ...) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

(Continuing from page 13)  
 
 Spiritual powers are not a big deal in Buddhism. They 
are just petty skills, a kind of child's play, and not to be 
considered important. Students of Buddhism who are 
out to get spiritual powers have gone down the wrong 
road and are basically not Buddhists of proper faith. 
 
Q:Why do people pay homage to Sun Wukong (the 
monkey in Journey to the West) and not to Great 
Master Xuanzhuang, the Tang (Dynasty) Monk? And, 
is there really a Sun Wukong? 
 
A:Just because Sun Wukung had a golden rod, was 
able to do somersaults, could ascend to the heavens 
and enter the earth, and was multi-skilled, everyone 
adored him. Sun Wukong, JuBajie, Sha Seng, and so 
forth, actually existed, but they were invisible spirits. 
They aided and protected the Tang Monk on his trip 
to India to obtain the sutras. They were not visible to 
the  eyes  of  ordinary people.  They didn't  possess 
physical bodies like ordinary people; they were spir-
its. Great Master Xuanzhuang was an honest, down-
to-earth cultivator. He wasn’t able to do flying som-
ersaults, or cause a big uproar in the celestial palaces. 
He only knew how to conceal his talent and truly cul-
tivate the Way. By virtue of the three qualities of de-
termination,  sincerity,  and  constancy,  he  single-
mindedly went to obtain the sutras, and dedicated 
himself to benefiting living beings. As a result, Sun 
Wukung and the others stepped out to protect and 
support him.  

(The End of the Article) 
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        At the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, you may in-
vestigate Chan, recite the Buddha's name, translate the 
sutras, study the sutras, or engage in other practices. In 
general, if you practice with a concentrated mind, then 
everything is easy. There are no intricate regulations re-
quiring you to perform many different tasks, or making 
you spin dizzily with so many superficial matters. It's very 
simple here. The proctor (wei no) only has to start and end 
the periods of silent sitting. If you are here and you still 
fail to apply effort, then I don't know if there's any other 
place you can apply effort. This is the most convenient 
place for you to apply effort best. While applying effort 
you should not be having idle thoughts at the same time, 
such as: "Today's lunch was awful. It's really cold. How 
am I going to sleep tonight?" Don't waste your time on 
these useless idle thoughts! You should concentrate your 
mind and focus your attention, and apply your utmost 
effort. 
 

If you can't renounce death,  
   then you can't exchange it for life.  

If you can't renounce the false,  
   then you can't realize the true. 

 
         You should be applying effort not only when you are 
in the Recitation Hall and the Chan Hall, but at all times 
wherever you are. Applying effort means your eyes are 
not turned by sights, your ears not turned by sounds, your 
nose not turned by smell, your tongue not turned by fla-
vors, your body not turned by sensations of contact, and 
your mind is not turned by the dust of dharmas. If you 
remain unmoved by all those states, and can instead turn 
those states around, proving that you are applying effort. 
 
        You should always be mindful of this whether you 
are walking, standing, sitting or reclining. Separating from 
this is a mistake. Every moment is critical so you must  
pay attention to whatever you are doing, and control your 
thoughts. Raise up high the Jeweled Sword of the Vajra 
Wisdom King, and slash through all the demonic troops of 
afflictions! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

It's Difficult to Encounter a Good Way-place  

A talk given by Venerable Master Hua on November 26, 1982  
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Q: What should I do if people slander me when I am 
working for the public? 
 
A: If you are working for the public and are being slan-
dered, you should want to do it even more! If you quit 
because people slander you, that’s not true cultivation. 
 
Q:Why do Buddhists of the present fail to understand the 
Proper Dharma, and instead do everything they can to 
obtain spiritual powers? Why do most of today's Buddhists 
cherish money so much more? 
 
A: This question is very important, because people nowa-
days have all been poisoned by money. Money can be 
cancerous, which is extremely toxic. Invisibly, the demons 
sprinkle this poison on the money, so as soon as people 
come in contact with it, they forget everything. They even 
forget their parents, and the only thing they know of is 
money. They regard money as their closest friend and 
create a lot of offenses for the sake of money. Even Bud-
dhists will think of all kinds of schemes and will do any-
thing to get it, including consulting geomancers and seek-
ing secret dharmas. They are even greedier than ordinary 
people who do not understand the Buddhadharma; their 
greed is greater than the sky. This is known as the decline 
of the Dharma. The decline of the Dharma means that no 
one understands true principles anymore. If we want to 
correct this problem, we have to uphold the Six Great 
Principles of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is abiding 
by, i.e. do not contend, not being greedy, not seeking, not 
being selfish, not pursuing personal benefit, not lying. 
These six conditions can reverse the deviant and evil trend 
of the Dharma-ending Age. You shouldn't think that fol-
lowing and abiding the Six Great Principles of the City of 
Ten Thousand Buddhasis a simple task. Ordinary people 
are not only unprepared to study them, they are not even 
ready to hear them. When I spoke these Six Great Princi-
ples, it was intended for the cultivators of Three Steps One 
Bow (Heng Sure and Heng Chau). I saw how hard they 
were working and thought it'd be a pity if I didn't speak 
some true Dharma for them. These Six Great Principles 
are a demon-spotting mirror and a demon-subduing pestle 
for destroying deviant knowledge and views. As for spiri-
tual powers, they are gained not through seeking, but 
through cultivation. If you are fortunate enough to obtain 
them through cultivation, you should not make it a big 
deal.  

 
(Continuation in Page 11)   
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         In 1992, the Venerable Master organized the 
first Honoring Elders Day.  In November, at the In-
ternational Translation Institute (ITI), the Venerable 
Master announced his intention to hold an Honoring 
Elders Day for all the elders in the world to wish 
them longevity.  The following month –December – 
the inaugural Honoring Elders Day event was held at 
Tian-en Vegetarian Restaurant. 
 
         The Venerable Master was personally against 
celebrating birthdays. He said there was an element 
of greed in it -- greed for fun and greed for gifts.  On 
our birthdays, the Venerable Master said we should 
recite the sutras and bow to the Buddhas; then we 
should dedicate these merit to our mothers given that 
they endangered their lives in giving birth to us. 
Therefore, the Venerable Master never celebrated his 
own birthday, saying, "If you were to organize a 
birthday party for me, then I would die."  In 1994, a 
grand birthday celebration was prepared for  the 
Venerable Master at the City of Dharma Realm.  The 
following year, 1995, the Venerable Master entered 
nirvana.   
 
         During this morning’s repentance ceremony, 
while we were transferring the merit, there was a 
phrase stating, "Bear the hardship and toil on." When 
I read that phrase, I felt really ashamed because I did 
not feel like I was bearing the hardship and toiling 
on. I just felt that our group’s bowing effort during 
the repentance ceremony was very good, and that 
time passed by so quickly.  We had just started the 
repentance bowing not too long ago, and today the 
session is about to come to an end. 
 
         Time truly does go by quickly.  I remember 
that one day when we were establishing our dharma 
affinity: we came across an excerpt from the Vener-
able Master's instructional talk, stating "When we 

Good and Evil, Cause and Effect 
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Gwei  on November 27, 2016, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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 examine all problems that exist, we realize that all 
problems somehow revolve around these four words 
- good, evil, cause, and effect.  Good and evil reap 
corresponding retributions.   When we humans do 
good deeds, we reap wholesome retribution; mean-
while, when we do evil deeds, we face evil retribu-
tion.  Every person reaps what he or she sows. 
 
         From the moment we are born, our lives follow 
a similar process to that of bees making honey and 
silk worms weaving cocoons in the spring, as de-
scribed by Elder Master Empty Cloud.  Everything 
in the world is illusory and impermanent. 
 
         Spurred by a single thought of ignorance, we 
living beings enter the mother's womb.  After we are 
born, we slowly form the concept of self and oth-
ers.  As we grow up and enter society, we experience 
interactions and sentiments, feelings of right and 
wrong, notions of fame and profit.  We spend a tre-
mendous amount of time and energy pursuing our 
goals.  When we become adults and have our own 
family, we work on making the best arrangements 
for our children’s provision (food, clothing, shelter) 
and education. Nevertheless, when impermanence 
arrives and we take our last breath, everything we 
have done becomes irrelevant.  This is akin to how 
bees toil away their entire lives making honey, yet 
don't get to taste the fruit of their labor.  However, 
the karmic offenses that we accumulate throughout 
our lifetime are similar to the cocoons spun by silk 
worms in springtime; they rapidly envelop us and are 
difficult to get rid of. We have no choice but to ac-
cept the corresponding retributions. People’s lives 
are a series of endless toil. We make all sorts of plans 
and preparations – for ourselves, for our family, and 
for our children.  This same pattern repeats genera-
tion after generation. 
 
       When a person is born, he/she already holds a 
script to follow. It seems like all events occur ac-
cording to the script, whether it is a major event 
concerning the nation or a minor event concerning 
oneself. Everyone keeps playing his/her role ac-
cording to the script until the end.  After the curtain 
falls, everyone exits the stage, only to follow yet 
another script.  Whatever happens to us is a result of 
our own actions. 
 

(To be continued ...) 
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2019 3 4    Schedule of Weekly Events –  March and April of 2019 

  

3/3(                                           
 

 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

3/10(                                             Daylight Saving Time begins 2:00 am  

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

3/17(                                             Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

3/31 (   Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

4/7 (                                             Chapter of the Conduct and Vows of Universal Worthy 
Bodhisattva  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

4/14 (                                            

Monthly Memorial of Venerable Master Hua  

 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  3:00 pm  
 

Ten Thousand Buddha Jeweled Repentance  at CDR  4/14 ~ 5/6 

 4/21 (                                            Great Master Chang Jr’s Leaving Home Day        

 Recitation of  Universal Door Chapter  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Great Compassion Mantra 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm                  

4/28 (                                           Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

3/24(                                            Celebration of  Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday  

 Recitation of  Universal Door Chapter  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Great Compassion Mantra 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm                  

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


