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何謂魔說 
  

如如不動降魔軍 了了常明照眾心 
大公無私修正法 至中勿偏守規箴 

驕傲習氣當拂拭 自讚行為要掃清 
克己復禮勤策勵 佛教功臣救人群 

 

Cultivating the Bodhi Path  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 
What is Demon Talk  

Thus, thus unmoving, subdue the demon troops. 
Perfect understanding and constant brilliance illuminates the minds of the multitude.   

Open‐minded and selfless, cultivate the Proper Dharma. 
Stay in the Middle Way, refrain from extremes, and follow rules and regulations. 

Wipe away the faulty habit of arrogance. 
Sweep clean the behavior of self‐praise. 

Apply self‐discipline, return to propriety, and diligently forge onward. 
Emissaries of Buddhism meritoriously rescue humanity. 
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(Continued from issue #262)  
 
 Ananda saw the Buddha, bowed, and wept sor-
rowfully,  regretting  that  from  beginningless 
time he was preoccupied with erudition and had 
not yet perfected his strength in the Way. He 
respectfully and repeatedly requested an expla-
nation of the very first expedients of the won-
derful shamatha, samapatti,  and dhyana, by 
means of which the Tathagatas of the ten direc-
tions realized Bodhi. 
 
         Manjushri Bodhisattva had used the Shuran-
gama Mantra to rescue Ananda. After some time on 
the road, during which a gentle breeze probably 
sprang up, brushing softly against their faces and 
awakening Ananda from his dream. Ananda saw 
the Buddha, bowed, and wept sorrowfully. 
 
         The Sutra did not mention whether Venerable 
Ananda usually wept or not. But at that moment, he 
wept. His grief was extreme. Sorrow welled up 
from deep within him and he wept silently, out of 
remorse. The finest word in this section of text is the 
word regretting, because it indicates that Ananda 
was awakened. If he didn’t have regretted, then 
upon returning to the Jeta Grove he still would not 
have been able to be honest about what had hap-
pened. He would have returned to where the Bud-
dha was and acted as if nothing had happened. He 
would have put on a front. The very best thing about 
Ananda was that he could be his genuine self. He 
came back, faced the Buddha and bowed, without 
any pretense. 
 
Regretting that from beginningless time: From 
beginningless time means not just this time in this 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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present life, but in many lives, many 
eons past, from the time Ananda very 
first became a person. No one could 
say when that was, so it is referred to 
as beginningless time. He had been 
preoccupied  with  erudition.  Life 
after life, time after time he had con-
centrated on his studies, so that he 
had developed “great learning and 
strong memory”; but he had neg-
lected to develop, had not yet per-
fected his strength in the Way, that 
is his samadhi-power. His samadhi-
power was very meager, extremely 
undeveloped.  Fortunately,  Shakya-
muni Buddha had rescued him, so he 
bowed in prostration, respectful both 
in  his body and mind.  
 
He  respectfully  and  repeatedly 
bowed over and over again, without 
being the least bit lazy about it. He 
requested  Shakyamuni  Buddha  to 
explain the principle by which the 
Tathagatas of the ten directions 
realized Bodhi. He didn’t ask the 
Tathagatas, the Thus Come Ones of 
the  ten  directions  to  speak;  you 
should not misinterpret the text at this 
point. If you say that Ananda was 
asking the Buddhas of the ten direc-
tions to speak, then what’s Shakya-
muni  Buddha  there  for?  He  was 
Shakyamuni  Buddha’s  disciple; 
would  he  have  ignored what  was 
right before him and gone seeking 
instead for some distant Buddhas of 
the  ten  directions?  No!  The  text 
means that he implored Shakyamuni 
Buddha to explain what principle the 
Tathagatas of the ten directions had 
relied on to become enlightened.  
 
         What is the principle? Ananda 
didn’t know what skill he ought to 
develop in order to realize Buddha-
hood; but he had heard of three kinds 
of samadhi – shamatha, samapatti, 
and dhyana; so he brought them up 
and referred to them each as won-
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derful, in order to emphasize them. As 
soon as Shakyamuni Buddha heard his 
request, he knew Ananda was an out-
sider:  that  he didn’t  know about the 
samadhi for realizing Buddhahood. And 
what is the samadhi for the realization of 
Buddhahood?  It  is  the  Shurangama 
Samadhi. It was just because Ananda 
didn’t  understand  the  Shurangama 
Dharma-door that he proceeded to bring 
up a lot of arguments, as the text de-
scribes below. 
 
The  very  first  expedients.  Ananda 
wanted  to  know  about  expedient 
Dharma-doors  for  the  beginner,  the 
easiest way to start cultivating, the sim-
plest methods of practice. Hence after he 
returned,  he  made  his  request  to 
Shakyamuni Buddha. He realized his 
mistake and wanted to repent. He knew 
that from beginningless time, he had 
been preoccupied with erudition and had 
not yet perfected his strength in the Way. 
Because of this, he was able later to re-
alize enlightenment. The word ‘regret’ 
means ‘remorse and rectify’. He knew 
he had to correct his errors and change 
his ways. He wanted the Buddha to teach 
him new paths.  
 
         Some  people  become  biased. 
“Ananda focused on erudition and al-
most  ended  up  fallen,”  they  say. 
“Learning erudition is useless. I’m going 
to cultivate samadhi exclusively, and not 
erudition.” This biased view is not in 
accordance with the Middle Way. The 
principle of being in accordance with the 
Middle Way is to not lean towards left or 
right, front or back. Focusing on erudi-
tion and ignoring samadhi, Ananda was 
likewise biased. Nonetheless, if you fo-
cus on samadhi and neglect learning, 
your wisdom won’t develop. Hence, you 
need to learn comprehension and prac-
tice  –comprehension  to  gain  under-
standing, practice to gain samadhi. This 
is called ‘Practice and comprehension 
mutually integrate.’ 
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         When you first came to the Buddhist Lec-
ture Hall, I have said that after we studied the 
Sutras for a while, we would start practicing 
meditation. Let go of everything. Do not let 
your mind wander to the east, west, north or 
south.  Concentrate  your  whole  attention on 
learning the Buddhadharma. Don’t waste valu-
able time. Do not engage in chatter or do useless 
things. You cannot make perfect squares and 
circles without a T-square and compass. Like-
wise, you have to follow the rules and regula-
tions in the Ch’an hall. When the wooden fish is 
hit three times, it is a signal to stop and be still. 
At that time, no one should talk. Those who do 
may receive a beating from Wei To Bodhi-
sattva’s Jeweled Pestle. Today, I heard several 
people talking after the wooden fish was strike 
three times. 
 
        “Wei To Bodhisattva didn’t hit me!” you 
say. Well, he hasn’t gotten angry yet. Wait till 
Wei To Bodhisattva gets angry and it will be 
terrible. Hence, we should take heed to abide by 
the rules. Do not be casual. We need to abide by 
the rules to reach successful accomplishments. 
Fundamentally, people are well behaved, but 
just in case some may have forgotten, I am now 
repeating the importance of abiding by the rules. 
 
         Now that we are studying the Shurangama 
Sutra, we should all single-mindedly focus in 
our study of the sutra and meditation. If you do, 
I can guarantee there will be a response and you 
will have some accomplishment. If you do not 
become greatly enlightened, you will certainly 
gain a little enlightenment. Your effort will not 
be in vain. A few days ago, I have talked about 
‘materialistic (wu) desire (yu)’.Bai Wen Tien 
had mistaken the Chinese character 誤(mistake)
for 物(materialistic) because the two Chinese 
characters sounded the same -- wu. Here, I am 
talking about enlightenment, 開(kai) 悟(wu). 
The Chinese word 悟(wu) means enlighten-
ment. Do not mistaken it for the word ‘mistake 
or delay’(wu). 
 
          If you are sincere and single-minded dur-
ing this period of study and practice, you will 
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certainly benefit. I am not deceiving you. However, 
if you do not follow the rules you will be like ‘the old 
Tartar who watches an opera and misses out alto-
gether’. Inland Chinese locals referred to the Mon-
gols as ‘Tartars’. When someone ’misses out alto-
gether’, the Chinese use this analogy to describe 
him, saying he is like a Tartar who watched a Chi-
nese opera and comes away not understanding a 
word. It means spending your effort in vain. During 
this Shurangama Dharma Assembly, no one should 
spend his or her effort in vain. You’ve come from 
afar for no other reason than to study the Dharma. 
That makes me especially glad – so much so, that no 
matter how hard I have to work I don’t fear exhaus-
tion. During this Dharma assembly, I am determined 
to study and investigate the Sutra, and do everything 
in my power to bring the Sutra out in the open for 
you. It is my hope that all of you will benefit from 
the Buddhadharma.  
 
         However, it is up to you whether to listen what 
I am telling you, or not. If you chose not to, there is 
nothing I can do. I am not you and you are not me. 
You can also say that you are me and I am you. 
How? We are connected to one another in that we 
breathe the same air. There is no differentiation. We 
are all one in substance. Hence, you should not ob-
struct me and I should not obstruct you. Together, 
we  investigate  the  Buddhadharma  and  become 
enlightened. If there is one who has not yet become 
enlightened, then I will not have fulfilled my re-
sponsibility. This dharma assembly is very impor-
tant. 

 
         In this very important dharma assembly, eve-
ryone should focus on studying the Buddhadharma 
and sutra. Regardless of whether the Buddhadharma 
is deep or shallow, you should resolve to study well, 
thinking, “If I understand, I will investigate further, 
and if I don’t understand, the more I should study.” 
Understanding even a little is a lot better than not 
understanding at all. You should tell yourself, “If I 
understand one word of the Sutra the Dharma Master 
is lecturing, that’s one word which I never under-
stood before, and that makes it worthwhile; I’ve 
benefitted.” The value of that single word is inex-
pressibly great. 

   (To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #262)  
  
I now speak the Dharma, like timely rain mois-
tening the great earth. Your Buddha-nature is like 
the seeds which, receiving moisture, will sprout 
and grow. Those who abide by my teaching will 
surely obtain Bodhi and those who accord with 
my practice will certainly certify to wonderful 
fruition. Listen to my verse: 
 
The mind-ground contains many seeds; 
With timely rain, they sprout. 
Flower and feeling–Sudden Enlightenment: 
Fruition of Bodhi, naturally achieved. 
 
After speaking the verse the Master said, “The 
Dharma is non-dual, so is the mind. The Way is 
pure and without marks. All of you take heed not 
to contemplate stillness or empty the mind. The 
mind is basically pure and does not grasp or reject 
anything. Each of you should work hard, accord 
with conditions and proceed well. ” At that time, 
his followers made obeisance and withdrew. 
 
         I now speak the Dharma, like timely rain mois-
tening the great earth. Timely rain falls just when the 
crops need water. When rain falls at a time when the 
crops do not need it, the crops are drowned. When 
rain does not fall when the crops need water, the crops 
wither and die. The Sixth Patriarch’s Dharma is like 
the timely rain which moistens all of the great earth.  
 
         All of you have your inherent Buddha-nature. 
Like the seeds nourished by the timely rain, your 
inherent Buddha-nature will potentially mature into 
fruition of Bodhi. Those who understand my doctrine 
are certain to obtain Bodhi. Those who cultivate ac-
cording to the method I taught will surely obtain the 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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wonderful Bodhi-fruit. Now that I have spoken 
so much Dharma for you, you are probably all 
flustered. I will now paraphrase clearly what I 
have said in the form of a verse. Clear your 
mind and listen attentively.  
 
        Your mind-ground is your inherent nature. 
It stores all kinds of seeds. With the timely rain 
that nourished the seeds, they grow into Bodhi 
sprouts. Sentient beings suddenly enlighten, 
abruptly  understood.  Bearing  the  fruit,  the 
flower opens; the flower opens, bearing the 
fruit. After the flower opens, the wonderful 
fruition of Bodhi is naturally accomplished. 
 
        Look! Patriarch Bodhidharma said, “The 
fruit comes to bear itself.” And the Sixth Patri-
arch said, “The Bodhi fruit accomplishes it-
self.” They were speaking of all of you who 
have the Dharma name “Gwo” (fruit). You 
should pervade throughout the world and attain 
Bodhi-fruition in every corner of the world.  
The Sixth Patriarch was afraid that you might 
not have understood and so he spoke clearly, 
“The Bodhi  fruit  accomplishes itself.”  You 
should all accomplish your own Bodhi-fruition.  
I cannot help you. If you don’t accomplish your 
Bodhi-fruition, you are being self-defeating. 
See  what  a  coincidence  that  your  Dharma 
names all bear the word “fruit”. In addition, our 
tradition also dwells on ‘fruition’, wonderfully 
stating: Contemplating and cultivating the ever
-blissful fruition, personally transmitting the 
unconditioned teaching. In the future, all of 
you should personally transmit this uncondi-
tioned teaching. 
 
        The Master went on, “The Dharma Door 
of Sudden Teaching that I have spoken is non-
dual. There is only one and there is no second 
one. What is the one? It is just the Sudden 
Teaching. The mind should also return to one. 
The Way that we cultivate is fundamentally 
pure  and without  marks.  Although without 
marks, don’t misunderstand and solely con-
template on stillness. If you only contemplate 
on stillness, it is just another attachment. Do 
not linger in insensate emptiness either. Why? 
The mind of living beings is inherently pure 
and undefiled, with nothing to grasp and noth-
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ing to reject. All of you should move forward with 
diligence.  Do not be lazy. According with your 
causal conditions, go where circumstances take you 
and  establish  Bodhimandas.  Cultivate  well  with 
vigor.” At that time, thousands of disciples present 
made obeisance to the Sixth Patriarch and withdrew. 
 
On the eighth day of the seventh month, the Mas-
ter suddenly said to his disciples, “I wish to return 
to Xin Zhou. Quickly prepare a boat and oars.” 
The great assembly entreated him to stay, but the 
Master said, “All Buddhas appear in the world 
and then manifest Nirvana. With coming, there is 
going. It is the normal phenomenon. This body of 
mine must return to where it should.” 
The assembly said, “Master, you are leaving, but 
sooner or later you will return.” 
The Master said, “Falling leaves return to the 
root (soil). There was no day on which I came.” 
They  further  asked,  “Who  has  received  the 
transmission of the Proper Dharma-eye Treas-
ury?” 
The Master said, “The one who has the Way ob-
tains it; the one without a mind penetrates it.” 
  
         On the eighth day of the seventh month, the 
Master suddenly told his disciples to quickly prepare 
a boat and oars for his return to Xin Zhou. Hearing 
this, some of his disciples started crying. They have 
cried before when they learned of the Master’s im-
minent departure. Now that the Master is leaving, 
they cried again, not wanting him to leave. 
 
         The Master said, “All Buddhas in the Ten Di-
rections and the Three Periods of Time appear in the 
world and then manifest Nirvana. When there is a 
coming, there is a going.  That is the norm. This body 
of mine will return to a wholesome place.” 
  
        “Patriarch,” said the assembly, “although you 
are leaving now, we don’t think you are entering 
Nirvana. Sooner or later you will come back.”  
  
        The Master said, “Just as leaves fall to the 
ground and return to the roots, I must go. When I 
come, there is no day.” The Chinese text reads, 
“When I come, there is no mouth,” I think this is a 
typo error – misprinting the word ‘mouth’ instead of 
‘day’. 
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        Nevertheless, there can be another expla-
nation for “When I come, there is no mouth.” 
By ‘no mouth’, the Patriarch meant no words. 
Meaning to say, he did not speak Dharma when 
he came and he did not speak Dharma when he 
left. Fundamentally, the mark of Dharma nei-
ther increase nor decrease. Although he had 
spoken Dharma for so many years, yet he never 
spoke Dharma at all. Hence, “When I come, 
there is no mouth.” Dharma is not fixed. You 
can explain it any way as long as you are in 
accord with principle. However, explaining it 
incorrectly may lead your audience right into 
the hells, and that is not acceptable.  
  
         Not willing to let go of the Sixth Patriarch, 
his disciples tried to delay him with questions. I 
believe the Master got exasperated and decided, 
“I better leave quickly.” Proper Dharma-eye 
Treasury refers to the robe and bowl. Amongst 
his many disciples, no one knew who had re-
ceived the Dharma transmission. If they had not 
been greedy for it themselves, they would not 
have asked this question. Why else would they 
be “standing by the river and gazing out into the 
sea?” If you were not longing for the sea, why 
would you be standing there? Everyone regard 
the robe and bowl as extremely important. Alas, 
the Sixth Patriarch was not a businessperson. Or 
else, even at 65 taels of silver per transmission, 
there will be many buyers. 
  
       The Master said, “To whom did I transmit 
the Dharma? Whoever has the Way receives the 
Dharma; and whoever is without a mind under-
stands  my  dharma.  Whoever  has  no  self-
seeking mind understands my Dharma. Who-
ever certifies to the Samadhi of One Mark and 
the  Samadhi  of  One  Conduct  receives  my 
dharma.”The  Sixth  Patriarch’s  Dharma  lies 
within the verses. If you follow these principles 
in your practice, then you have received his 
Dharma. 
 

(To be continued ...) 
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 If you can't find a good Way-place, then even  
if you want to cultivate, you won't be able to. 

 
         Since limitless kalpas up to present, we had too 
many bad habits and shortcomings. We do not know to 
repent and reform; we do not know to cultivate. Conse-
quentially, day by day, our bad habits increase, our wis-
dom decreases, and our karmic offenses grow heavier. 
Therefore, it makes it harder for us to cultivate. If we 
want to learn to cultivate well, it is also not easy. If we 
want to leave the home-life, it's even more difficult. We 
are unable to break free from the various sinister affini-
ties that bind us up. In the causal ground, we have un-
knowingly created many karmic offenses with no fear of 
retribution. So when we want to cultivate the Way, 
causes and conditions arise from every direction to ob-
struct us. Obstructions could arise from family situations, 
national circumstances or our own actions, hindering us 
to cultivate. 
 
         Hence, if you truly want to cultivate, it's as difficult 
as ascending to the heavens. Now, if it's that difficult, 
does it mean we shouldn't cultivate? Not at all. The more 
difficult it is, the more we have to cultivate. We must 
overcome the difficulties. Not taking a flying somersault 
to break free from our tribulations, we will never be able 
to break through our karmic obstructions. Therefore, we 
have to cultivate the ability to endure what others cannot 
endure, to yield where others cannot, to practice what 
others cannot, to do what others cannot, to eat what oth-
ers cannot, and to tolerate what others cannot. If we can 
continuously do this tenaciously for days and months on 
end, we can augment our wholesome merit and virtue a 
bit, and reduce our offenses and evil deeds a bit. Thus, 
enabling our wisdom to grow day by day, and our karmic 
obstacles to lessen. 
 
         Since we accumulated our karmic obstacles bit by 
bit in the past, now we have to reduce them bit by bit as 
well. It is like the gradual changes in temperature that 
comes with the change in seasons. Approaching winter, 
the weather starts to turn cold. The temperature drops 
gradually each day until winter arrives. After reaching 
the coldest point, the temperature slowly rises. But it 

 

 

 
 

  
 

It's Difficult to Encounter a Good Way-place  

A talk given by Venerable Master Hua on November 26, 1982  
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doesn't warm up instantly. Each day becomes warmer 
than the day before, until the summer heat arrives. 
During hot weather, the air is less dense and is analo-
gous to a time when our karmic obstacles are less; the 
cold weather is analogous to a time when our karmic 
obstacles are heavy. These are just analogies. 
 
         As we are here cultivating, whether investigating 
Chan or reciting the Buddha's name, or whatever you 
choose, find something to do so your mind won't be 
idle and start  having random thoughts.  Instead of 
wasting your time on random thoughts, you should 
recite the Buddha's name, hold mantras, or recite sutras. 
Don't let your time pass in vain. If you let your mind 
casually indulge in random thoughts, you're wasting a 
lot of energy without accomplishing anything."It's hard 
to obtain a human body. It's hard to be able to hear the 
Buddhadharma. It's hard to be born in a Buddha land. 
It's hard to meet a Good and Wise Advisor. It's hard to 
encounter a good Way-place." Without a good Way-
place, you won’t be able to cultivate even if you want 
to. A good Way-place is essential. Now at the City of 
Ten Thousand Buddhas, we have a place for holding 
Chan Sessions, a place for reciting the Buddha's name, 
a place for bowing repentances. You can do anything 
you like, as long as you cultivate and seriously apply 
effort and not waste time. 
 
         Whoever is willing to cultivate the Way dili-
gently, I am willing to be your Dharma protector to aid 
you in applying effort. That's because when I first 
wanted to work hard on cultivation, I couldn't find a 
good place where I could do it. Every place I went re-
quired an initial round of training in performing a lot of 
detailed, superficial work. For example, in the Chan 
Hall, you need to learn to use the hand bell, hit the 
boards, serve as a proctor who makes rounds, pour tea 
for people to drink, collect the teacups, and a whole 
bunch of ancillary duties. In as much as you want to 
apply effort in cultivation, your effort went to trifling 
matters  of  serving tea,  collecting teacups,  making 
rounds  as  a  proctor,  and hitting  the  bell,  boards, 
wooden fish, and drum. These ancillary tasks took at 
least three weeks to learn, and usually the Chan Session 
only lasted a week or two. These miscellaneous tasks 
were more than enough to consume your time and ef-
fort. 

 
(To be continued ...) 
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 (Continued from issue #262)  
          
         "Why do natural calamities and dis-
asters occur?  It is because too many 
couples  divorce,  resulting  in  broken 
families. In these situations, parents fail 
to nurture their children to become pro-
ductive members of society.  Children 
from broken families tend to get in trou-
ble more often than others because they 
grow up without proper guidance from 
their parents.  Without proper parental 
guidance, they commit crimes and of-
fenses such as murder, arson, and drug 
dealing.  As a result, a nation fails to be 
the nation it ought to be; accordingly, the 
world is not how it ought to be.  The ori-
gin of these problems lies in the failure of 
husbands and wives to manage family 
affairs, which often results in divorce and 
produces all these problems.” 
 
         Hurricanes,  earthquakes,  floods, 
fires, plagues, wars, and cataclysm often 
come  and  go  without  people  realiz-
ing.  The same can be said for accidents 
such as plane crashes, train derailment, 
and ships sinking in the ocean, which 
have caused just  as many deaths and 
casualties.  These major catastrophes are 
caused by divorce.  Divorce goes against 
the natural order of yin and yang.  When 
yin and yang become out of sync, every-
thing becomes dysfunctional and abnor-
mal." 
 
         If you want to know why the world 
deteriorates, you have to trace the cause 
back to its origin and analyze what starts 

 

Cultivate Buddhadharma diligently to leave suffering and obtain bliss. 
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Gwei  on November 25, 2016, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 

 
 

；
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 the anomaly.  It starts from discord between 
husband and wife and a lack of harmony in the 
family.  Couples do not respect each other and 
do not see eye to eye.  Nowadays, people talk 
of freedom.  However, this notion of freedom 
often pulls them further from humanity, to a 
point where humans cannot even compare to 
animals, resulting in the downward spiral of 
this generation. All of you should internalize 
this message.  Having studied Buddhadharma 
for decades or your entire life, you ought to 
know the fundamental cause of the world's 
deterioration. 
 
          Marital conflicts affect many aspects in 
life. On the one hand, it results in the absence 
of filial piety to one’s parents and loyalty to 
one’s country.  On the other hand, it produces 
problematic kids. From either perspective, the 
result is abysmal; everything is interconnected. 
Everyone learning the Buddhadharma should 
understand the root cause of the world’s de-
cline.  From the outside, it begins with prob-
lematic marriages.  From the inside, it begins 
with people’s minds turning evil.  When peo-
ple’s minds turn evil, this results in their ac-
tions deviating from what is typical and leads 
to the contradiction of rules.  This can be ob-
served wherever you are. If the family is dys-
functional and family members quarrel, soci-
ety will be chaotic and the nation will fail to 
produce talent.  
 
         It's extremely difficult to set up a proper 
education  system,  especially  the  education 
system advocated by the Venerable Master, 
which is education with an emphasis on vol-
unteerism, ethics and morality, and Buddhism. 
 
         I remember when we started drawing up 
plans for the school at City of Dharma Realm. 
Dharma Master Shr made many phone calls to 
recruit volunteer teachers, many of these calls 
were made to lay people at Gold wheel Mon-
astery. 
 
        I still vividly remember two exchanges.  
One volunteer said, “Dharma Master, please 
save your breath and say no more.  It's impos-
sible."  But what's definitely possible is meet-
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 ing King Yama.  These two people are no longer 
with us in this world.  There are things that we 
think are impossible. Nevertheless, when King 
Yama beckons us, we have to report to him.   I feel 
we should really cherish our lives and treasure 
every opportunity to further our cultivation.  Oth-
erwise, once you miss it, the opportunity will be 
gone. And at the end of our lives, we will enter yet 
another cycle of transmigration. 
 
         Touching on this topic today reminds me of 
impermanence and the two laypeople who passed 
away.  Whether young or old, we should treasure 
our lives and good roots.  What can we do for this 
world? Having studied the Venerable Master’s 
teaching all our lives, what can we do to repay his 
kindness? 
 
          While bowing the Emperor Liang's Jeweled 
Repentance,  we  came  across  the  Patriarch’s 
teaching, "When we make offerings to the Triple 
Jewel, draw near to the Triple Jewel, build stupas 
and monasteries, practice all kinds of offerings, 
even though they are offerings, in the end we 
ourselves receive the blessings for making such 
offerings." To repay the Buddha's kindness truly 
and realistically, we have to cultivate according to 
the Buddha's teachings. The Buddha does not 
need our offerings. The Buddha teaches us to 
bring forth our Bodhi mind, to walk the Bodhi-
sattva path, to refrain from seeking comfort for 
ourselves. The Buddha vows to take living beings 
across the sea of suffering.  The Venerable Master 
taught us the Six Great Principles, "no fighting, no 
greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing of 
personal advantage, and no lying."  We should 
urge ourselves to try our best in following these 
principles. 
 
         Cause and effect is each individual’s own 
business. No one but ourselves has to undergo the 
retribution for our own actions. Now that we have 
planted a solid cause, we will be able to reap a 
solid Bodhi fruit.  During this period of bowing 
the Emperor Liang's Jeweled Repentance, every 
time we recite the repentance text, we have to 
remind ourselves to cherish our good roots and to 
plant solid Bodhi seeds of vajra. Do not waste 
time. Wasting time is wasting life. Amitabha. 
           

(The End of the Article) 
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2019 1 2    Schedule of Weekly Events –  January and February of 2019 

  

1/6(                                           
 

 

Auspicious Spirit Mantra of Eradicating Disaster   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

1/13(                                            
Celebration of  Shakyamuni Buddha’s Enlightenment 

 Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am - 3:00 pm  

1/20(                                             Chapter of the Conduct and Vows of  Universal Worthy 
Bodhisattva  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Great Compassion Mantra 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm                  

1/27 (   Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

2/3 (                                             

Auspicious Spirit Mantra of Eradicating Disaster   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

2/10 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

 2/17 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

2/24 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


