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魔是磨真道 
  

魔是磨真道 真道才有魔 
越磨越光亮  光亮更要磨 
磨如秋中月 空中照群魔 
群魔照化了 現出本來佛 

 

Cultivating the Bodhi Path  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 
Demons Test the True Way 

 
Demons tested the True Way; only the True Way encounters demons. 
Becoming brighter with each test, the more it needs to be tested.  

Polished akin to an autumn moon,  
In the sky, shining its light upon the hordes of demons. 

When the horde of demons are transformed, 
The inherent Buddha in the self‐nature will manifest. 
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(Continued from issue #261)  
 
He commanded Manjushri to take the mantra 
and go provide protection. When the evil mantra 
was extinguished, he was to lend support and 
encourage Ananda and Matangi’s daughter to 
return to where the Buddha was. 
 
He commanded Manjushri: “Command” means 
to give orders. To whom was the command given?  
This situation requires a person with great wisdom 
to be able to rescue a stupid one. Although Ananda 
was certified with the first fruition of Arhatship, his 
samadhi-power was not enough. For this reason, 
Matangi’s magical spell mesmerized him. He was 
in the most dangerous situation! With her licentious 
body, Matangi’s daughter stroked and rubbed him 
until he was on the verge of destroying the precept-
substance. ‘On the verge’ means that he hadn’t yet 
violated the precepts or ruined the precept substance. 
This is an important point. If the sutra text said that 
Ananda had ruined his precept-substance, then it is all 
over for him; he had fallen, and in the future he would 
have great difficulty to successfully cultivate the Way.  
Fortunately, while he was ‘on the verge’ of ruining his 
precept-substance, the Buddha immediately knew it. 
 
During the vegetarian offering, I believe the Bud-
dha did not eat his fill. Why? His beloved disciple, 
who was also his cousin and his attendant, was in 
trouble. Why an “attendant”? When the Buddha 
lectured on the sutras and spoke the dharma, An-
anda was always alongside the Buddha to serve and 
attend to his needs.  It is like Wen Tz Wang and Jin 
Shan Li, they are attendants, also called “Dharma 
Protectors”.  At that time, the Buddha thought, “Ah, 
my attendant is waylaid by demons. How can that 
be?” So, the Buddha only ate about eighty percent 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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full  and quickly returned to his sublime 
abode of the Jeta Grove.  The king’s royal 
families, officials, elderly and laypeople all 
followed him. Oh! Their numbers are incal-
culable! 
 
        Arriving at the Jeta Grove, Shakya-
muni  Buddha  manifested  an  auspicious 
phenomenon. He emitted a hundred-jeweled 
rays of bright light. Within the brightness 
emerged  jeweled  lotuses  of  a  thousand-
petals. Within each jeweled lotus, a trans-
formation-body Buddha sat in full lotus, 
proclaiming the Shurangama Mantra. How-
ever, Ananda was very faraway. The Bud-
dha needed a sangha to take the mantra and 
go save Ananda. So Shakyamuni Buddha 
issued the command to Manjushri Bodhi-
sattva, who had great wisdom to take the 
mantra and go provide protection. He was 
to go to Matangi’s house of prostitution to 
save  and  protect  Ananda.  Within  the 
Shurangama Mantra are several phrases that 
are specifically directed at breaking up ex-
ternalist dharmas; in this its efficacy is un-
surpassed.  Hence,  Manjushri  Bodhisattva 
used this mantra to save and protect Ananda. 
 
Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt 
from the “Driving Force of Subjective Wis-
dom” seminar on November 28, 1987. 
 
         The Shurangama Mantra was spoken 
by the transformation body of the Buddha.  
One must have great wisdom, great virtuous 
conduct, and great vow power of kindness 
and  compassion  to  be  able  to  use  this 
Shurangama  Mantra.   Manjushri  Bodhi-
sattva is foremost in wisdom. He has lofty 
way-virtue and has perfected the Four Lim-
itless Minds, i.e. kindness, compassion, joy, 
giving.  Hence, the Buddha commanded him 
to use the Shurangama Mantra to save and 
protect  Ananda.   The  former  Brahma 
Heaven mantra is a mantra that can mes-
merize people. The Shurangama Mantra is a 
mantra that will lead people to enlighten-
ment. It made Ananda awaken from being 
spellbound and restore his samadhi power. 
Hence, the evil spell was extinguished and 
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Ananda had ‘come to’. Manjushri Bodhi-
sattva lend support in bringing Ananda 
and  Matangi’s  daughter  to  where  the 
Buddha was. 
 
        From this section of the sutra, we 
should know that to uphold the Shuran-
gama Mantra requires strict adherence to 
precepts and regulations. We must culti-
vate Prajna wisdom in order to bring about 
a response with this mantra, and be able to 
use it as-you-wish auspiciously. 

 
— “Driving Force of Subjective Wisdom” 
seminar ends 
 
          As soon as Manjushri Bodhisattva 
recited the Shurangama Mantra when he 
arrived at Matangi’s house, the evil man-
tra was extinguished. The “mantra pur-
ported to have come from the former 
Brahma Heaven” was no longer effective. 
Ananda awakened. Then, Manjushri Bo-
dhisattva lent support and encourage-
ment  in  bringing  Ananda  and  Ma-
tangi’s daughter to where the Buddha 
was.  
 
         What does “lend support,” mean? 
Ananda was held spellbound by the evil 
mantra and had now just “come to,” so he 
was  still  disoriented  and  had  no  idea 
where he was. It was like awakening from 
a  dream.  Therefore,  Manjushri  Bodhi-
sattva lent him support, holding his arm to 
keep Ananda steady. 
 
         “Why encourage Matangi’s daugh-
ter?” you ask. She was so distraught at 
losing the love of her life. Had Manjushri 
Bodhisattva not placated her, she would 
stop at nothing to keep Ananda, even 
risking  her  own  life  and  endangering 
Manjushri Bodhisattva as well. Had he not 
reassured her at that point, she would have 
been beside herself. Who knows what she 
might have done out of her jealousy? 
Manjushri Bodhisattva assuaged her, say-
ing, “You are a very beautiful girl. You 
are also a good woman. Let us go talk 
things over with the Buddha and see if you 
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can have your wishes granted. I will put 
in a good word for you. It may all work 
out.” He chose his words carefully, ex-
pediently, being discreet and tactful so 
as not to arouse her anger or cause her to 
harm or kill herself.  
 
         From  the  very  beginning  line 
“Thus I have heard” to this point in the 
text, is the “preface”. Preface comes 
before the sutra text proper; it is to de-
scribe  and  substantiate  the  evidence. 
From the Six Fulfillments that begins 
with “Thus I have heard” to “return to 
where the Buddha was”, this passage of 
the text is the preface. This entire pref-
ace is likewise the “postscript”, even 
though it’s at the beginning of the sutra. 
“Isn’t that a contradiction?” one may 
ask. “How can it be both a preface and a 
postscript?”When  the  Buddha  first 
spoke this sutra, this initial section was 
not present. Ananda added this section 
at the time of sutra compilation. Since it 
was an add-on after the sutra was spo-
ken, it is called the “postscript”.  
 
         The preface section includes the 
‘authentication of faith’ and ‘foreword’. 
The section that fulfills the Six Fulfill-
ments confirms that the sutra is genuine 
and trustworthy. It is also called ‘general 
preface’  since  all  other  sutras  have 
similar prefaces. The section from the 
Six Fulfillments to “return to where the 
Buddha was” constitutes the ‘foreword’; 
it  explains  the  causal  conditions  be-
tween Ananda and Matangi’s daughter 
that led to the speaking of this sutra. For 
this reason, it is also called the ‘specific 
preface’ because it specifically pertains 
to this sutra. 
 
         People who study the Buddhad-
harma  should  know  that  although 
‘preface’ is just a nomenclature and is 
irrelevant whether it is explained or not, 
you still have to understand its principle. 
If you don’t understand the principle and 
cannot distinguish the preface, then you 
do  not  understand  Buddhadharma. 
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Those who understand Buddhadharma are 
able to comprehend the various sections of 
the sutra text. They are able to enter deeply 
into the Sutra Treasury. Boring deep into 
the treasury, they attain wisdom like the 
sea. If you think like this, “It is I who spoke 
this sutra. Its principles emanated from my 
heart.”, then you are one in unity with the 
sutra. At that instant, there is nothing deep 
nor shallow. You will no longer feel that 
the study of sutras is difficult, but will take 
its own course. The text of the Shurangama 
Sutra is written extremely well. Of all the 
Chinese classics, such as Interpretation of 
the Ancient Prose,  Gems from Chinese 
Culture, The Four Books and The Five 
Classics, none is a finer piece of literature. I 
regard the Shurangama Sutra as the ulti-
mate in literary exquisiteness, wonderful to 
the extreme. People who wish to study 
Chinese should not miss the opportunity to 
study in depth the Shurangama Sutra text. 
Anyone who does so will have a thorough 
foundation in the Chinese language and 
will be able to understand all of Chinese 
literature. 
 
        In Hong Kong, I have a disciple who 
can memorize this sutra from beginning to 
end without missing a word.  Why did I ask 
him to read it? Originally, I intended to 
read it myself until I could memorize it. 
That includes the Shurangama Sutra and 
the Dharma Flower Sutra.  I wanted to re-
cite them to the point that I would never 
forget them.  Nevertheless, my time is very 
limited and my wish is  never fulfilled. 
However,  my  disciple  can  recite  from 
memory both the Dharma Flower Sutra and 
the Shurangama Sutra. It took him not just 
one or two years, but five years of effort to 
memorize both sutras. 
          

 (To be continued ...) 
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(Continued from issue #261)  
When the followers heard this verse, they understood its 
meaning and bowed down before the Master. They 
made up their minds to practice in accordance with the 
Dharma and to not argue, knowing that the Great Mas-
ter would not remain long in the world. Senior-Seated 
Fa Hai bowed again and asked, “After the High Master 
enters  extinction,  who  will  inherit  the  robe  and 
Dharma?” 
 
         When the followers of Sixth Patriarch heard this verse, 
they understood the Master’s teaching. All sincerely bowed 
in obeisance to the Master. Nobody cried or made a fuss. 
Nobody argued. They made up their minds to practice in 
accordance with the Dharma and to not argue. Everyone is 
aware that the Great Master would only be in the world for 
about a month. Fa Hai never forgets himself. The Senior-
Seated Fa Hai bowed again and asked, “After the High 
Master  enters  stillness,  who will  inherit  the  robe  and 
Dharma?”No doubt he wanted the robe and bowl for him-
self. 
 

The Master said, “Ever since I spoke the Dharma in Da 
Fan Temple, transcriptions of my lectures have been 
circulated around. They are to be called The Dharma 
Jewel Platform Sutra. Protect and pass on these teach-
ings in order to rescue living beings.  When you speak of 
these  teachings,  you  are  speaking  the  Orthodox 
Dharma. Now, I will speak the Dharma for you, but I 
will not transmit the robe. The roots of your faith are 
genuine and mature. You certainly have no doubts and 
you are capable of carrying on the great Work. Accord-
ing to the transmission verse spoken by the First Patri-
arch Bodhidharma, there is no need to transmit the robe 
anymore. His verse said, 

 

Originally I came to this land, 
To rescue deluded sentient beings. 

One flower opens up five petals, and  
The fruit comes to bear of itself. 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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        There were no tape recorders during the time the 
Sixth Patriarch was lecturing on the sutras. His students 
took notes by hand and worked together  to compile 
them.The Master instructed, “This sutra is called Dharma 
Jewel Platform Sutra. You should safeguard this dharma 
jewel. Vastly circulate this sutra to rescue living beings 
extensively. Adhering to this method of cultivating the 
Way is Proper Dharma. You all have understood the 
dharma I have spoken for you, so there is no need for a 
transmission of the robe. The robe is a representation of 
faith. You all have genuine and mature roots of faith and 
certainly do not doubt me. Hence, you all can carry on the 
Thus Come One’s mission of teaching and transforming 
living beings. Furthermore, Great Master Bodhidharma-
had said that beginning with the Sixth Patriarch, robe 
transmission should cease. In his verse of transmission, 
Patriarch Bodhidharma stated, ‘I originally came to China 
to transmit the Buddha’s proper dharma and save all the 
deluded living beings. One flower (me) will bring five 
petals to open, referring to the Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth 
and Sixth Patriarch. By that time, there is no need to 
transmit the robe. Transmitting the dharma will suffice.  
For this reason, the Fifth Patriarch told the Sixth Patriarch, 
“As the robe is a source of contention, transmit it no 
more.”  Look at the last line of the verse “The fruit comes 
to bear itself.” The first character of your Dharma-name is 
果 (Gwo) and it means “fruit” or “result.” Here, the word 
‘fruit’ is referring to all of you who have taken refuge with 
me. So don’t forget to ripen. The Sixth Patriarch also said, 
“The fruition of Bodhi will naturally be achieved.” All of 
you should hurry up in attaining the fruition of Bodhi. It is 
critical not to be lazy! Look. Patriarch Bodhidharma had 
known all the while that all of you, plentiful 果 (Gwo), 
would naturally attain Bodhi in the future. That fruit is 
you; you are that fruit. The two are the same. 
 
The Master reiterated, “All of you Good Knowing Ad-
visors, purify your minds and listen to my explanation 
of the Dharma. If you wish to realize all knowledge, 
you must attain the Samadhi of One Mark and the 
Samadhi of One Conduct. If you do not dwell in marks 
wherever you are, neither giving rise to love nor hate, 
neither grasping nor rejecting, neither apprehending 
advantage nor disadvantage, success nor failure, but 
instead you remain tranquil, calm, and accommodat-
ing, then you have achieved the Samadhi of One Mark. 
If you uphold the four deportments (walking, standing, 
sitting, reclining) wherever you are, maintaining an 
unmoving Bodhimanda of a straight mind and truly 
realizing the Pure Land, then you have achieved the 
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Samadhi of One Conduct.  A person who is replete with 
these two kinds of samadhi can be likened to earth that 
has seeds planted and to be nourished in the ground, able 
to grow, mature and bear fruit. The One Mark and One 
Conduct are just like that. ” 
 
        The Master said, “All Good Knowing Advisors, purify 
your minds. Do not harbor any greed, hate, and delusion. 
Listen to my expounding the dharma. If you wish to realize 
all  knowledge,  you have  to  understand thoroughly  the 
Samadhi of One Mark (not dwelling in marks while amidst 
marks) and the Samadhi of One Conduct (not dwelling in 
conduct while amidst myriad conduct). Samadhi of One 
Mark. Whether you are in a good place or a bad place, 
whether in motion or in stillness, do not dwell in marks. 
When you encounter situations in the midst of external 
marks, do not give rise to like or dislike. As stated: Not stir-
ring up love or hate, the mind is thus, thus unmoving. Faced 
with situations that you like, do not think of procuring the 
object of your desire. When you like/love something, you 
want to have it, as stated in the Twelve Causal Links, “love 
conditions grasping, grasping conditions becoming...” You 
grasp at objects of love to have them for your own. You let 
go of objects you detest, casting them away. Do not appre-
hend advantages/disadvantages as well as success/failure. If 
you think “What’s in it for me?”, you are just being greedy, 
self-seeking, and impure. Do not fuss over success/failure. 
Do not harbor such thoughts. 
 
        Stay tranquil and free of vexations; be calm like water 
without waves. Be free of afflictions caused by love-and-
hate, grasping-and-rejecting, gain-and-loss, and success-and
-failure. If you were not obsessed with success, you would 
not know what failure is. Be accommodating like empty 
space.The myriad things come into being from empty space; 
yet, empty space does not make a big deal of it, staying 
nonchalant of it all.  Empty space did not set up an office, 
directing the occurrence of events (e.g.“You be born here! 
You go die there!”).All the myriad things’ coming into being, 
undergoing transformations and going into extinction, fol-
lows the natural phenomena, without much ado. Empty 
space is accommodating; it is tranquil and serene with clarity 
of purpose. As stated: When in the status of nobility, one 
should conduct oneself as a noble. When in the lowly status 
of poverty, one should do what a poor person ought to do. 
When situated among barbarous tribes, one should do what 
is proper to do in barbarous tribes. When in situations of 
disasters, one should do as needed in disasters.  Simply go 
with the flow. Do not have greed, hatred, or delusion. With 
fewer desires, one knows contentment without dependence 
on certain conditions. Do not think, “Wait until my book gets 
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published. Then, I will be a famous scholar.” Nor should 
you think of doing something eccentric to get the attention 
of the whole world and become famous. Do not have such 
ideas. As stated: 
 

Knowing contentment, you are always happy. 
Able to be patient, you’re at peace. 

 
By being accommodating and serene, you can be apart 
from marks amidst marks, and be apart from defilements 
while in the midst of defilements. That is the Samadhi of 
One Mark. 
 
          Samadhi of One Conduct. It is conducting oneself 
with a straight mind wherever you are, be it a good place or 
a bad place, wholesome or unwholesome, right or wrong; 
upholding the four deportments of walking, standing, sit-
ting or reclining with a straight mind. A straight mind is the 
Bodhimanda. Students of the Buddhadharma should not 
use a crooked mind. Be forthright with everyone in your 
thoughts, words, and actions. Do not have a devious mind. 
Honestly speak your mind; do not say ‘west’ when you are 
thinking of ‘east’. What you say should match what you 
think. Be forthright in what you say and what you do. A 
straight mind is the Bodhimanda. When you plant a devi-
ous cause, you will reap a devious effect/consequence. 
Hence, you should only maintain one straight mind in the 
four deportments of walking, standing, sitting and reclin-
ing.  Maintain the one to the utmost; there is only one and 
no second one. That one is the straight mind.  Cultivators 
of the Way should be forthright when dealing with others, 
self or matters. Do not be scheming, such as approaching 
wealthy people to borrow money from them. No matter 
how poor you are, do not do anything that is devoid of 
integrity and shame. If you later on return the money you 
borrowed, then you have not lost your noble nature. How-
ever, if you do not return the money you borrowed, then 
you are truly sordid.  Having a steadfast  Bodhimanda 
means that you have a straightforward mind. When you 
can be forthright in your speech and actions in your un-
moving Bodhimanda, then you have truly realized the Pure 
Land. This is called Samadhi of One Conduct. 
 
         If a person is replete with Samadhi of One Mark and 
Samadhi of One Conduct, and he abides by these principles 
in cultivating the Way, he is like the earth that has seeds 
planted, buried in the underground. With the passing of 
time, the seeds will grow Bodhi sprouts and mature to 
fruits of Bodhi. The Samadhi of One Mark and Samadhi of 
One Conduct are just like that.  

 
(To be continued ...) 
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 Constantly waiting for the flavor of Chan makes you 
forget all about applying effort. 
  
         When you sit in Chan meditation, do not be greedy for 
the flavor of Chan. What is the flavor of Chan? It refers to 
the bliss of Dhyana. When you have sat long enough, you 
start experiencing a feeling of comfort and ease, and you 
may feel somewhat indolent. If you become greedy from 
this state of comfort and ease, it will be difficult for you to 
make progress. You will linger there, always trying to get 
back to the state of flavorful Chan. When the state goes 
away, you will chase after it, thinking, "When am I going to 
be in that type of state again? That state is devoid of the 
marks of a self, others, living beings, and life span; it is free 
of afflictions. It is a state of bliss and ease. I wonder when 
will I ever have that experience again." Then, you will keep 
on waiting for that wonderful experience to reoccur. You 
will be so focused on waiting, you will unnoticeably forget 
all about applying effort in your Chan meditation. That is 
what being attached to the flavor of Chan means. Cultiva-
tors of Chan meditation should be free of obstructions and 
hang-ups. They must be free of craving and seeking. They 
must be neither delighted nor depressed.  They must have 
neither apprehension nor anxiety. They must regard their 
body the same way as empty space and the Dharma Realm. 
There should be no clinging to anything or craving for any-
thing. The moment there is craving, you fall into a secon-
dary level of truth. Below is a brief explanation of the states 
of the Four Dhyana Heaven. 
 
          First Dhyana Heavens (Ground of Joy Arising from 
Separation): Having separated from the afflictions of living 
beings, one brings forth the joy of "taking Dhyana bliss as 
food" and "filled with the joy of Dharma." Leaving the 
topsy-turvy confusion of living beings, one advances along 
the Bodhi path of the sages. Arriving at the First Dhyana 
isn't something you can fake nor claim for yourself. You 
need a Good and Wise Advisor to certify that you have 
indeed arrived at this state. There is one proof to attest 
whether or not you have reached this state, i.e. cessation of 
breathing.  You do not inhale or exhale, even though you are 
not dead. This is known as entering the Samadhi of the First 
Dhyana. It is different from being asleep. You should not 
think that going to sleep is the same as entering samadhi. 
When you are sleeping, you continue to breathe, and you 

 
 

 
 

Being Greedy for the Flavor of Chan Is Wrong  
 

A talk given by Venerable Master Hua on the evening of November 18, 1982, at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas  
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may even snore so loudly it distracts your neighbors. A 
Good and Wise Advisor can tell immediately whether or not 
your breath has stopped. If you say, "I feel like my breath has 
stopped!" that is falsification; you’re faking it. If you know 
when you have stopped breathing, then you haven't even 
entered the First Dhyana! So do not sell bogus goods as the 
authentic brand. If I were to go into this in detail, there are 
lots of principles that could be talked about, and I could 
write a whole essay on this. But if I say too much, it only 
creates obstacles. Therefore, I've just said a little bit to pre-
vent you from becoming arrogant and misled by deviant 
views  and  claiming  to  have  entered  the  First  Dhyana 
(Ground of Joy Arising from Separation). That's really 
cheating people. 
 

          Second Dhyana Heavens (Ground of Joy from Pro-
ducing Samadhi): Here, the state is one level higher.  Not 
only has breathing ceased, even the pulse has stopped. 
Likewise, you will not know it when you arrive at this state, 
and you cannot claim you have attained it. If you say you 
feel like you have, how do you know? That proves you have 
not entered samadhi at all, yet you try to fool people by fak-
ing it? Third Dhyana Heavens (Ground of Wondrous Bliss 
from Leaving Joy): In this state, breathing and pulse have 
ceased, thoughts too. In these heavens, you have separated 
from joy and renounced flavorful Chan; you do not have the 
slightest attachment or greed for the comfort and ease of 
flavorful Chan. This state is much higher than that of the first 
and second Dhyanas. Here, all the hair pores on your body 
are blissful. Your eyes twinkle with laughter; you are in-
exorably delighted! 
 

         Fourth Dhyana Heavens (Ground of Purity from Re-
nouncing Thought): At this moment in time, there is nothing 
at all. "When not a single thought arises, the entire substance 
manifests." You have arrived at the state wherein-- 

A thousand pools of water,  
a thousand reflections of the moon. 

Tens of thousands stretch with no clouds,  
tens of thousands stretch of clear sky. 

"Falling flowers and flowing water proclaim the Mahayana." 
Everything speaks the Dharma. However, you would not be 
able to recognize this state yourself. Therefore, you can't 
claim, "I've reached the Heavens of the Fourth Dhyana." 
Doing so would constitute gross arrogance on your part, and 
a big lie too. One must be certified by a Good and Wise 
Advisor for it to count. 
 
         Why is a Good and Wise Advisor called a "clear-eyed 
person"? It's because he can take one look at you and know 
your level of cultivation. If you want to test him out, go 
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 ahead! But he won't pay any attention to you. A true 
Good and Wise Advisor will not be tested by you, and he 
will not tell you everything just because you asked. You 
must draw near a Good and Wise Advisor for a long 
time, and then he may perhaps tell you what you have 
asked, though in a very subtle way. Sometimes he might 
use an analogy, or just say a few words. So, do not go 
around doing the drum roll, proclaiming, "We've all be-
come Buddhas!" You would be telling a big lie and 
playing a big joke, and in the future, you would fall into 
the Hell of Pulling Out Tongues. That's really pathetic! 

(The End of the Article) 

 

 
 

 

   

  

(Continuing from page 15)  
and under all situations. You should neither have a mind 
of greed and contention, nor a mind that forces things to 
happen. Do not study Buddhism in one hand, and in the 
other hand, grip ulterior motives. Do not be selfish and do 
not seek personal benefits.  The most important point is to 
not lie.  If we do not lie, then we have planted the roots of 
honesty.  Those of you who have parents should practice 
filial piety.  Those who have siblings should live together 
in harmony and not quarrel.  When family members 
quarrel with each other, the warmth and joy of the home 
dissipate.  Look at the world now. Every country and 
every family is fragmented.  Families are shattered and 
dispersed; family members cannot get along in harmony. 
A man and a woman should dwell together– the greatest 
of human relations.  That is, live under one roof in har-
mony. Otherwise, if you quarrel and bicker everyday, you 
may have the structure of a family but not the warmth and 
happiness of the family." 
 

        "Not being happy means to not be content with what 
you have.  Some family members disapprove of each 
other and are dissatisfied for being born into such a fam-
ily. Filled with resentment, they start blaming everyone 
for their lot.  This leads to divorce.  When a father doesn't 
behave like a father, a mother doesn’t behave like a 
mother, and a child doesn't behave like a child, quarreling 
and bickering will pervade the family, eliminating the 
possibility for harmony. Eventually, the family will drift 
apart, in mindfulness and in their sense of virtue, ending 
in divorce. Look. How many people are currently di-
vorced in the world?  There are more people who are 
getting divorced than getting married.  Divorce, per se, 
does not matter. However, the process of divorces wreaks 
havoc in all nations globally. If you trace the cause of 
deterioration in the world, you would see that it starts with 
husbands and wives not getting along.  Thus, we continue 
to witness further natural disasters and calamities.” 

(To be continued ...) 
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  (Continued from issue #261)  
          
          The present time is an era of chaos and disar-
ray.  Families fight with families; nations fight with 
nations.  The world is filled with endless cacoph-
ony.  Therefore, an emphasis on education is more 
important than ever. The teaching of Buddhadharma 
and the eight virtues are considerably the appropri-
ate measures needed to reverse this tide.  However, 
this task is extremely challenging. 
 
        In the City of Dharma Realm, Dharma Master 
Shr is determined to achieve the administration of 
education.  Even though there are currently only 16 
students at CDR, we can see a glimpse of hope from 
the way the students are learning.  One of the stu-
dents has been at CDR since she was five years 
old.  One day I was teaching the class on Buddhism, 
and she asked me, "What is 'karma'?"  Why am I 
recounting this particular situation?  This year when 
I went to Tainjin Nankai University to visit a former 
teacher of mine, Professor Yeh Jiaying, I ran into an 
old  classmate  who was  now a  college  profes-
sor.  This old classmate asked me the same question, 
"What is 'karma'?".  The fact that a five year-old and 
a college professor asked the same question makes 
me feel that an education grounded in Buddhad-
harma and the eight virtues is extremely important. 
 
        I am hereby calling all of you to action.  For 
those of you who can retire early, please do so and 
help with education at CDR.  For those of you who 
have completed higher education and have free time 
outside of your personal obligations, please serve as 
a volunteer teacher at CDR and demonstrate the 
potential of volunteer teaching. This is the magic 
pill (solution) the Venerable Master prescribed for 
this world, and we must have faith.  In addition, we 
must take action and put forth effort. Together, let 

 

Cultivate Buddhadharma diligently to leave suffering and obtain bliss. 
 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Gwei  on November 25, 2016, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 

 
 

Karma?
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 us work towards realizing the Venerable Master’s educa-
tion objectives. 
 
        Everyone can see and feel the chaos around this 
world – things are in disarray and upside-down.  For 
many years, the Venerable Master had tirelessly taught 
us; he never took a break despite toiling in sweat and 
blood. Had it not been for the Venerable Master’s teach-
ing, we ourselves may be in a similar state of chaos and 
disarray. Even though we are not that much better off than 
others, at least we know what is right and what is wrong: 
we can tell black from white, and we understand our 
coming and going.  Knowing this already makes us ex-
tremely fortunate. Had it not been for the Venerable 
Master's teachings, we would have been just as confused 
as everyone else in this chaotic world, crying in the sea of 
suffering, yet not knowing why we are suffering and how 
to end suffering.  Returning to the shore is not easy, sim-
ply because we don't have any sense of direction due to 
our karmic obstructions.  Our heavy karmic obstacles pull 
us away from the shore. Hence, we have to listen to and 
study  Buddhadharma  and  draw  near  the  Triple 
Jewel.  Akin to how one softens beans by soaking them in 
water, we have to immerse ourselves in dharma water to 
lessen our karmic obstacles so that we can return to the 
shore. 
 
        I am calling upon all of you to value the teachings of 
the eight virtues and Buddhadharma. In fact, Buddhad-
harma is not hard to fathom.  However, we need to be 
pragmatic.  We have to start with what's in front of us.  It's 
no use talking about the mystical and the mysterious.  Do 
not skip the step right in front of us and aspire to jump 
several steps ahead.   That's not being pragmatic – that's 
aiming too high. I want to share with all of you some 
excerpts from the Venerable Master's instructional talk. 
 
          The Venerable Master said, "When learning the 
Buddhadharma, do not be inquisitive and brash. An ordi-
nary mind is the Way. The law of humans comes from 
the earth; the law of earth comes from heaven; the law 
of heaven comes from the Way; the Way accords with 
nature. If you force something to occur, you do not ac-
cord with the Way.  Therefore, whatever we do, we 
should follow the course of nature and should not make 
things up.  Some people have been learning Buddhad-
harma all their lives, yet their greed stands larger in size 
than anyone else’s.  I don't know what kind of Buddhism 
they’re learning.  When studying Buddhism, you should 
follow the course of nature every time, everywhere,  

(Continuation in Page 13)   
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2018 11 12    Schedule of Weekly Events –  November and December of 2018 

  

11/4 (                                           
 

Return to Standard Time at 2:00 am 

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

11/11 (                                           
 

 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  2:00 pm 

11/17 ~ 11/25 The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang   
                  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
11/17 (  3:00 pm Purifying the Boundaries 

11/18 (  8:00 am Start of Repentance Ceremony 
11/25  (  Completion of Repentance Ceremony 

12/2 (     Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

12/9 (                                              Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

12/16 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

 12/23 (                                           Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday 
 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

12/30 (                                           Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


