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Cultivating the Bodhi Path

Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
Demons Test the True Way

Demons tested the True Way; only the True Way encounters demons.
Tested to shining luminescence, the more it needs to be tested.
Tested to the effulgence of the autumn moon,

From the sky, the hordes of demons are revealed.

When the horde of demons retreat,

The inherent Buddha in the self-nature will manifest.
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(Continued from issue #260)

Within the light appeared a thousand-
petaled jeweled lotus, which represents the
Thousand Suchnesses. A Buddha’s transforma-
tion-body: Within these hundred rays of jeweled
light, a thousand-petaled jeweled lotus appeared.
Atop the thousand-petaled jeweled lotus sat a
transformation body of Shakyamuni Buddha. Sit-
ting on full lotus: Sitting in a full lotus position
means one sits with both legs crossed up. The
merit and virtue of sitting in full lotus is immense.
Proclaiming a spiritual mantra: The Buddha’s
transformation body proclaimed a secret spiritual
mantra which is the Shurangama Mantra.

We have to pay attention to this point:
Shurangama Spiritual Mantra was proclaimed by
Shakyamuni Buddha’s transformation body; and,
not by the Buddha’s flesh body (reward body).
Shurangama Mantra is the only mantra proclaimed
by the Buddha’s transformation body. Therefore,
this mantra is the wondrous mantra among all
mantras, the efficacious mantra among all mantras.
It is not like any ordinary mantras, which were
proclaimed through the reward body of the Buddha
or one of the Bodhisattvas. As such, this mantra
represents the secret cause within the secret cause,
the king of kings of mantras. That is why Shuran-
gama Mantra is especially important! Why did the
Buddha’s transformation body speak this mantra?
It was used to destroy the former Brahman
Heaven’s yellow-haired heretic’s mantra. The
yellow-haired heretic was a kind of voodoo here-
tic. They had a deviant artifice to seize the soul of
a person and cause that person to follow him and
obey his every command. Because of this, the
Buddha spoke the Shurangama Spiritual Mantra.
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From this, we should know the impor-
tance of the Shurangama Spiritual Mantra.
This spiritual mantra can break through de-
monic nets and destroy all demonic artifices.
If you can recite it with a sincere mind, you
will obtain inconceivable responses. | have
met a person who would recite the Shuran-
gama Mantra seven times a day no matter
how busy he was. Throughout his life, he
often obtained countless special great re-
sponses.

Each one of us who study the
Buddhadharma should wholeheartedly up-
hold the Shurangama Mantra. The Shuran-
gama Sutra was spoken for the sake of the
Shurangama Mantra. If there is no Shuran-
gama Mantra, then the Shurangama Sutra
would not exist. This is why the heavenly
demons, heretics, and people with deviant
knowledge and deviant views all slander
Shurangama Sutra and deem it phony. Why
would they say so? If they didn’t, they
would not be able to stand their ground and
they would fall. They uttered false claims to
stir up people’s doubts and disbelief in the
Shurangama Mantra so they can do what-
ever they want. If no one believes in
Shurangama Mantra and Shurangama Sutra,
then no one will be able to control them and
they can do as they please. That is their
rationale!

Hence, scholars, left-home people and
lay people with deviant knowledge and de-
viant views all fabricate rumors and wrote
books to say that Shurangama Sutra was not
included in the Buddhist Cannons. Their
intention was to destroy the Shurangama
Sutra, or more concisely, to do away with
the Shurangama Mantra. If people believe
in their false claims and do not believe in
Shurangama Sutra and Shurangama Mantra,
Buddhadharma will not exist, which then
leads to the Dharma Ending Age!

If you who study the Buddhadharma
you will learn that the Shurangama Mantra
in this life, you will not have lived as a hu-
man in vain. If you do not learn the Shuran-
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gama Mantra, it will be like entering a moun-
tain of Seven Jewels (gold, silver, crystal,
lapis lazuli, mother-of-pearl, red pearl, car-
nelian) and coming out empty-handed. Having
accessed the jeweled mountain, you ruminate
on getting some gold, perhaps some pearls, or
yet, some silver. Inthe end, you cannot decide
what is the best choice and so you leave with-
out any at all.

So | hope that everyone will at the very
least learn the Shurangama Mantra and be able
to recite it from memory. If so, then you have
not come all the way from Seattle in vain. Not
to speak of putting in several weeks’ effort,
even putting in several years’ effort is ex-
tremely worthwhile. The opportunity you
have now is extremely rare and very hard to
come by. It is “the unsurpassed, profound,
subtle, wonderful Dharma.” There is nothing
that can surpass its dimensions, both height
and depth. This is the most subtly wonderful
dharma — the Shurangama Mantra!

The Buddha used the Shurangama Man-
tra to save Ananda, who had already attained
the first fruition of Arhatship. Now, if you
ordinary people do not rely on the Shuran-
gama Mantra, how can you end birth and
death? Therefore, each of you should listen to
my advice and put forth an effort and try to
learn the Shurangama Mantra until you can
recite it from memory. This would be the best.
This is my biggest hope.

I will tell you a story that illustrates the
merit of sitting in full lotus-posture. In the
past, a monk focused on reciting sutras and
repentances for the deceased in return for
monetary payment. Whenever someone died,
he would accept requests to take the deceased
across the sea of suffering by reciting sutras
and performing repentances. In monastic
term, it is called “Dong Dong Pi” in Chinese.
This service is for the deceased. There is
monetary payment for the sutra recitation and
repentance ceremony. In present-day Hong
Kong, if you want to invite a monk to recite a
sutra for one day, it will cost you a hundred
dollars. Even at the rate of a-hundred-dollars-



& # @ W F261H, 2018F 9/10A
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #261, September/October 2018

HELgfed s RBEFERFT o
B B ARIFA S IR S AR F A
MLDE TR EEER  FH—R
KB ORI AT T o FEAR
FFHAei o AWF LR e
AR > A AFE A LA e
W AHEAK o B SM hF
Zt+EPhIRKELLAR BET
R, o

EAAEWRN A A ME
BEE A —RMARE > BE 3
FREELE AB-FAR BREARH
Rt o E A R RIT 0 B8 F A%
INEHE ERRHBEAT ? KK
P : TR 27 | L kB
M2 9 st R ARAALE IR R |
B T EEIERLT AR
FREBOR Mo ERA T E
JE E ARG R R 74T AT
A T FAT MR B9 FPAL
W RARZMER !  AZAT o fF
BEX B REXT® 3t 3)
— AR T AABERTES o1&
T s Rir—dr4m | AR
sk A E ik LT o

B — AR st R R AR
oo iEmM@ARH : T @My
A A &ZMBPsEe | &% E
A A EH o FA S B0 oA
"PEEs KM FERERELA
T ARRBRTAF -FT
—MeF oz T RSB BRT
mAn Lk L T & Eigk
AR L% AMRATH &
m| T8 ghogk Ar | ofth— 45 B fhogk 2L >
ERmEAR—F 3 T BB
AR TR — BRI

a-day, you may not find an available monk!
Because many people pass away, so many
family members wanted to invite monks
over to recite sutras. Hence, the monks in
Hong Kong who render this service are
super-fast in doing their recitation. It is not
like here in America, where one priest
would be invited to do a mass and con-
cludes the service for the day. In Hong
Kong, depending on each household’s fi-
nancial status, some would invite four, five,
seven, ten, forty or fifty monks over to their
house to recite the sutras to cross-over the
souls of the deceased.

The aforementioned monk who ped-
dles sutras and repentances did just that.
One day he was returning to the monastery
after having spent the day reciting sutras for
the deceased. He passed by a house, and the
dog in the yard began to bark at him. The
couple inside the house heard the barking
so the wife asked her husband to check it
out. The husband looked out the window
and said, “Oh, it’s that sutra-peddling
ghost!” The monk heard this exchange and
thought, “Why did he called me a sutra-
peddling ghost? Why not a sutra-peddling
Buddha or a sutra-peddling Immortal?” As
he continued on his way to the monastery, it
started to rain and he took shelter under a
bridge. “I guess I’ll sit in meditation,” he
thought, and pulled up his legs in full lotus-
posture.

After the monk had sat for a while,
two ghosts came by. When they got near
him, they suddenly stopped. One ghost said
to the other, “There’s a golden pagoda! The
sharira (relics) of the Buddha are kept in
golden pagodas! Hurry up! Let us start
bowing. If we bow to the Buddha’s relics
our offenses will soon disappear.” With
that, the two began to bow. After a while,
the monk’s legs started to ache. To lessen
his pain, the monk changed from a full lotus
-posture into a half-lotus, that is, with the
left leg above and the right leg beneath, and
the left foot resting on the right thigh. When
the ghosts saw him, one exclaimed, “How
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come? The golden pagoda turned into a silver
pagoda!” “So what?” said the other. “Whether
it changed or not, let’s just keep bowing to the
silver pagoda and not lose focus.” So the two
kept on bowing. After half an hour or an hour,
or maybe twenty minutes; there was no clock
to reckon, so there is no way to know. Soon
enough the monk’s legs started to ache again.
He unfolded both legs and lazily stretched
them out, just as some people do when they
are tired of sitting in meditation. When the two
bowing ghosts saw him this time, they were
startled, “The pagoda has turned into a mud
pile! Quick! Let’s clobber it.”

Realizing he was about to be beaten up,
the monk got scared and quickly repositioned
himself into a full lotus posture. “Oh!” the two
ghosts cried in unison. “It does have the Bud-
dha’s relics in it! It is going through all kinds
of weird changes. One minute it is a golden
pagoda, the next a silver pagoda, and then a
mud pile. We’d better just keep bowing no
matter what happens next,” and they contin-
ued non-stop until dawn.

This occurrence had the sutra-peddling
ghost reflecting, “If 1 sit in full lotus I am a
golden pagoda, if I sitin half lotus I am a silver
pagoda, and if | release my legs from either
lotus positions I am nothing but a pile of mud.
| better start cultivating the Way!” From then
on, he stopped peddling sutras and repen-
tances. Instead, he buried himself in the task at
hand and worked diligently at his cultivation.
With his vigorous cultivation, he succeeded
and became enlightened. People gave him the
nickname Dhyana Master “Gui Bi”(Pressured
by Ghosts), because if it hadn’t been for the
two ghosts who were about to beat him up, he
might have continued to procrastinate and
would never have gotten around to cultivating
the Way. Since the ghosts had helped him
attain enlightenment, he is called Dhyana
Master Gui Bi.

(To be continued ...)
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(Continued from issue #260)

The Master said, “Little Master Shen Hui has attained
to the equivalence of good and evil. Whether dispar-
aged or lauded, he is not moved. He is not subject to
sadness or joy. The rest of you has not attained that.
What Way have you been cultivating all these years in
the forest monastery? Now you are all crying. Who are
you worrying about? Are you concerned that I don’t
know where 1’'m going? | know where 1I’m going. Oth-
erwise, | wouldn’t have been able to tell you about it in
advance. No doubt you are crying because you don’t
know where I am going; if you knew, you wouldn’t be
crying. Fundamentally, the Dharma nature is devoid
of production and extinction. There is no coming or
going.” “All of you, sit down. I will recite a verse called
‘Verse on the Real-Fake Motion-Stillness’. If you take
it up and recite it, you will be of the same mind as | am.
If you cultivate in accordance with it, you will not stray
from the true principle of our practice.”The sangha
assembly bowed in respect and requested the Master
to recite the verse.

A monastic who has been ordained for one to ten
years is called “little master,” or ‘junior-seated.” For ten to
twenty years,” middle-seated’. For twenty to thirty years,*
senior-seated.” The Sixth Patriarch said, “Little Master
Shen Hui is not a young shramanera now that he’s fully
ordained. Look. Even though he is young in age, he is
more advanced than all of you. Why? Because he is able to
regard both good and bad equally. He doesn’t have a dis-
criminating mind. He has truly turned consciousness into
wisdom. He has great wisdom.”See how the Sixth Patri-
arch praised the “Little Master’.

Critique like *That Dharma Master does not culti-
vate! All he does is run after women.” or, “That Dharma
Master really works hard. From morning to night, he nei-
ther sleeps nor lies down. He only eats one-meal-a-day.
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His ascetic practice is truly awesome!”
Whether good or bad, you should disregard all
critiques. If someone said, “You’re like a
pig.”, so what, no problem. If someone said,
“You have such wonderful virtue and learn-
ing. There is no one like you in this world.”,
you should disregard them as if you did not
hear them. Someone may say, “You are the
most erudite one in the study of Buddhism.” If
you become elated when praised, then you
really have not learned at all. If you get angry
when scolded, then you have been swayed by
conditions. To be unmoved by any condition
is to neither grasp nor let go, neither love nor
hate. Although Little Master Shen Hui is
young in age, he neither rejoice when praised,
nor angered when criticized. He does not
bring forth thoughts of sorrow or delight. This
is truly a complete understanding of the Mid-
dle Way. Rare indeed!

“Amongst you here are middle-aged
ones and old ones.” the Master said, “None of
you are up to standard. None of you are tem-
pered. When anger sets you ablaze, you
should tell yourself, ‘Wait. Wait a minute.
Wait a minute before getting angry.” Then you
wait, and your anger will dissipate. That is
called “tempering the fire.” If you don’t hold
it, the fire will burn; if you hold it, the fire will
die out. It is like how a blacksmith strikes the
metal when it reached the appropriate high
temperature. When steel is red hot, you can
shape it into a vessel. But unless you wait for
the fire to burn it red hot, you can’t mold the
metal. This is called tempering the fire.”

“What Way have you been cultivating
all these years in the forest monastery?” the
Master berated. “You have no samadhi at all.
You heard that I am going to enter stillness
and you cried. You are so useless! All you
have been practicing is eating and sleeping!
What are you crying about? Who are you
crying for? If you are worried that | don’t
know where 1I’'m going, | am telling you this
now: Keep in mind not to worry. | do know
where | am going. | have my own arrange-
ment. It is as such,
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Nothing big, nothing small, nothing within,
nothing without.
You cultivate, you understand,
you make your own arrangements.
If I don’t know where | am going, | wouldn’t be telling you
about it in advance. Perhaps you are crying because you
don’t know where I am going; but if you knew, you
wouldn’t need to cry.

Fundamentally, the Dharma nature is neither pro-
duced nor extinguished; there is no coming or going.”
“Now, do not be anxious, flustered or sad. Don’t be crying
in front of me like that. You are such disobedient followers!
All of you, sit down. | will now speak the “Verse on Real-
Fake Motion-Stillness.” It discusses the principles of true
and false, motion and stillness. Recite this verse and bear it
in mind, then you will be of the same mind as | am. Culti-
vate in accord with this verse and you won’t deviate from
the principle of Sudden Teaching.”After being berated by
the Master, the sangha assembly bowed in respect to the
Master and requested for the verse.

Nothing is real; do not take what you see as real.
Taking what you see as real, it is likewise not real.
If you can know what is real by introspection,
Detach from everything false-- that is your real mind.
Not disengaging your own mind from the false,
there’s nowhere to find what’s real.

Sentient beings understand movement.
Insentient beings do not move.

To practice non-movement, do not move,

like the insentients.

To seek real non-movement,

search for non-movement within movement..
Non-movement is non-movement;

the insentients lack the Buddha-seed.

Clearly distinguish all marks,

yet unmoved in the ultimate truth.

The very act of viewing in this way,

Itself is the function of true suchness.

Students of the Way,

Apply your minds with effort and care.

At the gate of the Great Vehicle

Do not cling to the wisdom of birth and death.

If we tally,

together we’ll discuss the Buddha’s principles.
If not, put your palms together so all rejoice.
This school is based on non-contention.

With contention, the essence of the Way is lost.
Grasping at contradiction and contention,

The self-nature enters birth and death.
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Everything is not real. Do not regard what is not real
as real. If you view the non-real as real, what you see is
also not real. Turn the light around and reflect within
yourself. Seek within yourself. In your own self-nature you
will know what’s real. To find your true mind, separate
yourself from all the false forms and appearances of this
world. If your mind does not disengage from the false, your
mind does not have what is real. If so, where can you find
the real? Hence, the real is not apart from your self-nature;
apart from the self-nature, you cannot find the real.”

By nature, sentient beings know what is movement.
Insentient beings do not move. If you want to cultivate the
practice of non-movement, you need to be without move-
ment like the insentient ones. If you want to find real non-
movement, you should not be apart from movement be-
cause within movement dwells non-movement. Non-
movement is non-movement. Only sentient beings have
movement. So, if you can practice non-movement as a
sentient being, that is real non-movement. If you are in-
sentient, you don’t even have the Buddha seed. If, as a
sentient being, you are able to clearly distinguish the marks
of all dharmas, not with your consciousness but with wis-
dom, certifying to the attainment of the substantive prin-
ciple of your self-nature and achieve the ultimate state,
then that is real non-movement. If you can have this kind
of view and comprehension, then you have the wonderful
function of True Suchness.

Students of the Way! Cultivate the Way with dili-
gence and earnestness. In the Great Vehicle Buddhad-
harma, do not be stuck to your knowledge of birth-and-
death, do not hold on to your wisdom that is attached to
appearances. If you can clearly see your mind’s nature
after listening to my verse, then | can discuss the Buddhist
principles with you. If you can’t understand what | am
trying to impart, you should put your palms together so that
all living beings will rejoice. My school of Sudden
Enlightenment is based on the cultivation of the patience of
unproduced Dharmas. There should be no debating. When
you argue with others you lose the meaning of the Way.

Verbal contention aims for victory and defeat;
it is in contradiction of the Way.
Giving rise to the four-marked mind,
How can samadhi be attained?

If you insist on arguing, your self-nature won’t escape the
revolving wheel. Giving rise to the marks of a self, others,
living beings, and a life, you will certainly continue to
undergo birth and death.

(To be continued ...)
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Without a Compass and a T-square, You Can't Draw Circles and Squares

H—-/\J__/\Bﬁ_r
A talk given by Venerable Master Hua

Even if you cannot endure the pain, you still
must endure it. Don't be afraid of pain,
and don't be running about everywhere,
or you won't be able to attain samadhi.

During a Chan Session, everyone should un-
derstand and abide by the rules. Before the wooden
fish is struck, no one should casually wander
around. If you do not abide by the rules and follow
instructions, then you are a transgressor of the rules.
Everyone should follow the rules in the Chan Hall.
At the end of the silent sitting meditation period, the
cantor should check that everyone has put on their
shoes before hitting the hand bell. Once, everyone
has stood up, he should hit the wooden fish twice.
Even once people have stood up, no one should start
walking until the wooden fish is struck twice. These
are very simple rules which all of you should know.
If you hit the wooden fish immediately at the end of
the silent sitting meditation, some people may have
not stood up yet, so how can they walk? It is fine to
wait for another three minutes. Some people's legs
get numb from sitting; they can barely stand up,
much less to walk. These are general knowledge in
the Chan Hall everyone should know.

I know of some people who have cried from
leg pain when sitting in meditation. That's totally
useless. The more you cry, the more it hurts. Your
legs won't say, "Since you cried, we'll stop hurting."
People are generally under the impression that sit-
ting in Chan at our place is a very good thing. Ac-
tually, when they come here, they have to suffer.
"Very good" also means "very bitter." We get up a
little after two o'clock in the morning, rest for only
one hour during the day, and don't go to sleep until
midnight. Getting only two to three hours of rest
every day, you could say we're applying effort with
total disregard for our lives. That is called
"renouncing death in lieu of life”.
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If you cannot give up death, you won't
be able to exchange it for life.
If you can't give up the false, you won't
be able to realize the truth.

If you cannot withstand suffering, you will not
get to enjoy blessings. If you want to attain true skills,
you must patiently endure suffering and toil diligently
--grit your teeth and bear the pain in your legs. Actu-
ally, it can be pain-free. Nevertheless, we want to be
in some sort of pain, so we endure the pain in our legs.
"Enduring what people cannot endure" refers to this
type of endurance. If you cannot bear the pain, then
you have not passed the test. You have to overcome
all the checkpoints in your body. These checkpoints
refer to the points of pain and discomfort in your body
that makes you miserable. When you have reached a
point where you can endure it and not become af-
flicted, that is a type of skill you have gained. If you
cannot endure it, you have failed the test. Some peo-
ple who come here cannot even take it for a day be-
fore running away. You have all been here for so
many days--that is not easy.

Girls are especially afraid of pain, and the fact
that they have been here bearing so much suffering
means they will certainly plant deep good roots. In the
future their Bodhi seeds will sprout and bear the Bo-
dhi fruit. As said, "Your effort will not be in vain."
However much effort you put in here equates to how
much benefit you will reap. You will not be wasting
your time at all.

In cultivating the Way, you must have "patience
with production”--that is, you must patiently endure
what you cannot endure. "Patience with dharmas”
means you must be patient with the arising and ces-
sation of all dharmas. Even if you cannot endure the
pain, you still must endure it. Don't be afraid of pain,
and don't run about everywhere, or you won't be able
to attain samadhi. You must regard all dharmas as
empty; see through them and put them down. From
patience with production and patience with dharmas,
you can then attain patience with non-production and
non-existence of dharmas. As said, "Not seeing the
arising of the slightest dharma; not seeing the cessa-
tion of the slightest dharma”, you can patiently bear it
in your mind.

(The End of the Article)
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Cultivate Buddhadharma diligently to leave suffering and obtain bliss

BEEFRTAO—<F+—A—tTZ2a2REFR LR TENM
Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Gwei on November 25, 2016,
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly
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| feel that all of you are very vigorous in your
cultivation practice. However, Dharma Master’s
words seem to imply that you are now neither vig-
orous nor sincere. 1 do not think so. 1 want to be fair
to all of you and say the opposite. Probably Dharma
Master has forgotten that back then many of you
were graduate students coming to the US for ad-
vanced studies. During that time, most of you were
in your 20's, young and full of energy. Many dec-
ades have passed since. The resolve to cultivate the
Way is still there, but physical energy has
waned. Therefore, do not think that everyone is no
longer diligent. That is not the case. All of us
cherish and treasure our good roots and causal-
conditions to be able to have encountered the Ven-
erable Master and Buddhadharma.

Why do | keep reminding everyone that,
whether you are a lay person or a monastic, you
should put your mind and effort into rigorously
studying Buddhism and cultivating the Way while
you are still young? When you get old, you may still
have the resolve for the Way, but your energy level
is not like when you were young. If you had been
very vigorous in your studies and cultivation, and
had maintained the same level of vigor to when you
reach your sixties, your effort would have paid off
handsomely, for you have established a solid foun-
dation. | have always felt that a good foundation is
very important. | always tell Guo He Shr that there
is no shortage of people studying Buddhism. The
real shortage is people who truly cultivate according
to the Buddhadharma.

I hope -everyone can cherish his/her
youth. Now that we are getting old and we do not
have the same energy as before, we should not feel
discouraged. We should double our effort and sin-
cerity in cultivation.

-13-
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In the dharma assembly of bowing in repentance,
the repentance text describes the myriad of suffering by
the hell beings. They ask the World Honored One,
"Why are we undergoing such suffering? How can we
leave such suffering?" The Buddha said, "In the past,
when you were alive in this world, you have committed
many offenses. As children, you were not filial to your
parents; as court ministers, you were not loyal to your
ruler; as superiors, you were not protective of your
subordinates; as subordinates, you were disrespectful
of your superiors. You were not trustworthy to your
friends. You did not uphold righteousness when you
should. You did not espouse the nobility of the royal
administration. You did not follow moral principles
when handling matters. You were upside-down with no
bounds. And, so forth." All of these offenses associate
with non-observance of the eight virtues, namely: fili-
ality, fraternity, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety,
righteousness, incorruptibility, and sense of shame.

We are learning from the Buddha. The Buddha
kept on speaking the dharma and lecturing on sutras to
deliver us from suffering and to attain bliss. | hope we
can all abide by the Buddha's teachings in our daily
life. Doing so would free us from suffering and lead us
to attain bliss.

After listening to the Buddha's answer, the hell
beings cried pitifully and implored, "May the World
Honored One live a long time to speak the dharma, and
to teach us wretched living beings in order for us to
attain liberation.”

The Buddha said, "If I live in this world for a
long time, beings with lesser blessings will not plant
good roots. They will think, The 'Buddha is still
around. There is no rush. I will go listen to his teaching
whenever | feel like it. I will plant good roots whenever
it suits me." Heedless of impermanence, they would
commit countless unwholesome and unscrupulous acts
according to their whims, setting the condition for un-
wholesome retributions. By the time when they regret
of their actions, it would be too late.”

The Buddha said, "Good man, it is like a baby
who is accustomed to having his mother constantly
attending to his needs, the baby takes his mother for
granted. He does not realize how precious his mother
is. He may even feel annoyed of her. Nevertheless,

-14-



& # @ W F261H, 2018F 9/10A
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #261, September/October 2018

BT AT - R ML - T44
FH o ABABHEEZS o ) FiG
WIRAET R ML b B - 431E
OB —H o RIS o SRR R
BB bR IE T SR 3 T &
BF o RS HE R - | KRELZTE
57 o Thedt B - FRFME K
fRI2ME o ) KB R AR FHER
o AIFERE - IRKRR R -
F ARG AL —Hdn 2 o

FARATFH o RKIETAK -
BhARZ - AEBE -5 R
HH o BERBRE  BETHHE-
AR LY -  RPERZELF L

oo

RPRAAERF R RAAEA
AR o A2 2 R RARAIFEF Y -
B ERAIRE > RAEHTFE
B RFEY - RRIATEHY
BFAZ > B RAEAF B 3 o PR REZAN
LB BFH cEETRIIERLA
EEAKET - RMEMEA O KRTHF
oy kb~ B Z S BR
A —AAAZ > TR > 7T VA B
Fo TR =F e - RMHF
—S o A —E TR - 2 —
G B — 8B hE - REE
AT F AR BFFTAFR - ERR
TR o

(TH4H)

when his mother is gone, he will miss her.
As a thirsty person longs for water, he
longs for his mother. When his mother
comes back, he rejoices. The Buddha con-
tinued, "Good man, | am the same as the
mother in the analogy. Since | know the
way living beings are, | do not seek to live
long in this world. Hence, | enter nirvana
instead.” 1 believe the Venerable Master
felt the same as the Buddha did.

"Flowing water does not stagnate;
raging fire may not forever burn. After
rising, the sun will set in time; after a full
moon will be a period of waxing and wan-
ing. Nobility and wealth are also fleeting.
Be mindful of vigorous cultivation. Bow in
respect to the Supreme Honored One." All
of us should constantly be mindful of im-
permanence.

Even though we are now older and do
not have as much energy as before, we have
blessings to rejoice. We can still listen to
and understand the dharma. We can still
come to the Way Place. We are still mobile.
Therefore, we should seize these moments
because we may not have the same oppor-
tunities in the future. All of us, other than
those who are very young, should cherish
every moment that we are able to draw near
the Triple Jewel and to hear and learn the
Buddhadharma. To every Buddha we bow,
we reap the benefit of the one bow. For
every sutra verse we recite, we accumulate
the merit and virtue of reciting the one sutra
verse. Constantly remind ourselves of the
celerity of impermanence. Be aware that
time waits for no one. This is very impor-
tant.

(To be continued ...)
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201859~ 10 A &##A k&K M % Schedule of Weekly Events — September and October of 2018

B ®a
9/2 (Z#um) A2 B T, Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
9/9 (2#8) BB ERERET
Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday
H %4 Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
9/16 (2#18 ) X %5 Recitation of Great Compassion Mantra 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
9/23 (2#1a ) A4 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
9/30 (2#18 ) 3% % Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
10/7 (288 ) ¥ %% Honoring Elders Day 9:00 am — 2:00 pm

10/14 (2% 8 )

A€ Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am — 3:00 pm

10/19 (241 %)

B+ &R EIR Busto CDR

10/21 (2#1 8 )

AH 28+ 84 Gold Wheel Temple will be closed today.

10/28 (2418 )

i-3

# Bt Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am — 3:00 pm

~RBRORED - KTRBERE~
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.
Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time.



