
-1-     260 , 2018  7/8
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #260, July/August 2018 

—
 

真修道者   
  

真修道者少說話多用功 
休把時間空放過 

僞作善人沽虛名 釣假譽 
豈能空處重捉回  

 

Cultivating the Bodhi Path  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 
True Cultivators of the Way 

 

True cultivators of the Way talk less and work hard; 

Not letting time go wasted. 

Charlatans feign illusive names and deceptive reputation; 

No way can they regain true clarity. 

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery  
Newsletter  

  

235 North Avenue 58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 Tel: (323) 258-6668 
 

www.goldwheel.org 

  
 
2

6
 

11     

14           
         

Table of Contents  
 
2      The Shurangama Sutra 

 
6      The Sixth Patriarch’s Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra 

 
11    What is Buddhadharma 
 
14     All issues are within the scope of these four words --  
        good, evil, cause, effect. 



-2-     260 , 2018  7/8
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #260, July/August 2018 

 

 

 

(Continued from issue #259)  
 
         Ananda was extremely handsome. 
His features were almost as perfect as the 
thirty-two fine marks of the Buddha. In 
China, there were two handsome men 
called Soong Yu, and Pan An. Ananda 
was probably likened to those two men.  
His skin was snowy white, glistened like 
silver, and sparkled like frost. Most In-
dians  had dark complexions but  An-
anda’s skin was extremely soft, supple, 
smooth, and especially fair. That is why 
Matangi’s daughter was infatuated with 
Ananda the moment she laid eyes on 
him. She went running to tell her mother 
that she wanted Ananda. “He’s a disciple 
of the Buddha,” her mother said. “How 
can you want him? He’s a Bhikshu and 
cannot  marry.  You can’t  have  him.” 
“That doesn’t make any difference to 
me,”  replied  her  daughter.“Mother, 
you’re going to have to think of a way to 
trap Ananda for me. If I can’t marry An-
anda I won’t go on living,” she said ob-
stinately. Her desire to have him was so 
overpowering that it became a life and 
death situation. 
 
          “Ah,”  thought  Matangi,  “She 
loves him so much. I’ll have to think of a 
way to do what cannot be done.” So she 
used the mantra, a deviant dharma from 
the Kapila  religion,  and recited until 
Ananda became hypnotized. He was in a 
daze like a drunken beggar and followed 
her. In such a stupor he couldn’t decipher 
east from west, or north from south. He 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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went right into the house and followed Ma-
tangi’s daughter into her room and onto the 
bed. He became confused because he had 
concentrated on studying the sutras and had 
not been attentive to developing samadhi-
power; and so although he had attained the 
first fruition; his samadhi-power was still 
insufficient. As a result, he fell into the de-
viant spell of the former Brahma Heavens’ 
mantra and got drawn onto an impure 
mat. 
 
         With  her  licentious  body  she 
stroked and rubbed him until he was on 
the  verge  of  destroying  the  precept-
substance: This was a dangerous place for 
him to be in! Mantangi’s daughter was beside 
Venerable Ananda.  She undressed him and 
began to fondle and touch his body with her 
hands. With her licentious body she caressed 
him until he was on the verge of ruining the 
precept-substance. He still hadn’t ruined his 
precept-substance yet. This is an important 
point. When one receives the precepts one 
becomes endowed with a certain substance, 
which, if ruined, is as serious as if your very 
life has been cut off. It is extremely important 
for people who have left the home-life not to 
break precepts. If precepts are broken, you just 
might as well die. 
 
         Venerable Ananada had such a perfect 
countenance that the moment Mantangi’s 
daughter saw him, she immediately fell in 
love with him to the point that she was will-
ing to risk her life for him. Would you say 
that this type of love is intense?  It’s like 
how people nowadays will commit suicide 
for love. Probably it was the remnants that 
came from Mantangi’s daughter. Why did 
Matangi’s daughter have such a compelling 
attraction towards Ananda? It stemmed from 
the fact that Ananda and Matangi’s daughter 
had been a married couple for five hundred 
lives in the past. Because of that, as soon as 
she saw Ananda this time around, her old 
habits took over, and she fell madly in love 
with him. Ananda had been her husband 
before and she was determined to have him 
as a husband once again. The seeds passed 
down life after life, caused her to willingly 
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sacrifice everything – even her very life – for the 
sake of her love for Ananda. 
 
         Brought about by their tainted causal con-
dition from past lives, Ananda and Matangi’s 
daughter once again run into this situation. This 
illustrates ‘planting the cause and reaping the 
effect’. The cause that had been planted in the 
past wants to sprout and grow.  Hence, you can 
say all circumstances we encounter in this world 
are results of past causes and present effects.  It’s 
not off by a least bit. However, people who do 
not understand this would blame heaven and 
others because they feel they can’t handle all the 
various circumstances and become dissatisfied 
with reality. In fact, these are just causal cycles.  
The dharma is as such, there’s nothing strange 
about it.  If we can understand this, there would 
be nothing strange and all problems could be 
handled with stride and without compromise.  If 
one does not have any emotional attachments, 
any problem can be resolved! 
 
The Tathagata, knowing Ananda was being 
taken advantage of by the indecent artifice, 
finished the meal and immediately began his 
return journey. The king, great officials, eld-
ers, and laypeople followed along after the 
Buddha, desiring to hear the essentials of 
Dharma. 
 
         Whenever the Buddha accepted an offering 
he always spoke the Dharma after each meal for 
the  sake  of  the  vegetarian  host.  Only  after 
speaking the Dharma would he return to the 
sublime abode of the Jeta Grove. But this time 
there was special circumstances. The Tatha-
gata, knowing Ananda was being taken ad-
vantage of by the indecent artifice: What did 
the Buddha know?  He knew that Ananda was 
being tied up by the indecent artifice that came 
from the former Brahman Heaven. It was like 
being fastened by a rope.  The deviant artifice 
had tied up Ananada.  Finished the meal and 
immediately began his journey back: Know-
ing that Ananda had met with difficulty and was 
on the verge of ruining the Precept-substance, 
the Buddha ate quickly, and as soon as he fin-
ished he immediately returned to the sublime 
abode of the Jeta Grove. 
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The king, great officials, elders, and lay-
people followed along after the Buddha, 
desiring to hear the essentials of the 
Dharma. Everyone knew that there must 
have been some important reason as to why 
the Buddha had not spoken Dharma for the 
vegetarian  host  after  the  meal.  They 
thought that the reason for the hasty retreat 
would certainly be announced, so everyone 
such as – the king, the officials, the elders, 
and the laypeople – followed the Buddha 
back to  the  sublime abode of  the  Jeta 
Grove. Why? Everyone had forgotten eve-
rything else but had a single-minded desire 
to understand the importance of the princi-
ple of Dharma that was about to be spoken. 
They didn’t know what had arise that was 
so unusual. Everyone was anxious to hear 
what the Buddha had to say. 
 
Then the World Honored One emitted a 
hundred rays of jeweled and fearless 
light from his crown. Within the light 
appeared a thousand-petaled precious 
lotus, upon which was seated a transfor-
mation-body Buddha in full-lotus pos-
ture, proclaiming a spiritual mantra 
 
Editor’s Note: The following brief expla-
nation of the sutra text is from the lecture 
“The Driving Force of Subjective Wisdom” 
on 11/16/1987. 
 
         Shakyamuni  Buddha,  the  World 
Honored One, emitted a hundred rays of 
jeweled  and  fearless  light  from  his 
crown. The crown on his head, emitted a 
hundred rays of jeweled light of fearless-
ness. The hundreds of rays can represent 
the hundred realms. The rays of “lights of 
fearlessness” showed possession of a great 
awesome virtue. Fearing nothing, they were 
able to subdue all heavenly demons and 
externalists. No mantra whatsoever could 
withstand them. Not even one “purported to 
have come from the Brahma Heaven.” 

 
 (To be continued ...) 

 
 



-6-     260 , 2018  7/8
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #260, July/August 2018 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 (Continued from issue #259)  
 
 The Master said, “If you understand the function of 
these thirty-six pairs of opposites, you can connect 
with all the dharmas of the Sutras; coming or going, 
you can stay away from both extremes.” 
 
         If you can comprehend the functions of these thirty
-six pairs of opposites, then you will be able to connect 
all the sutras and dharmas. All the sutras and dharmas 
arise from this principle. This way, you will not fall into 
either extremes. This means you have comprehended 
and arrived at the Middle Way. 
 
When you act from your self-nature in speaking with 
others, be apart from appearances while in the midst 
of appearances and be apart from internal emptiness 
while in the midst of emptiness. If fully attached to 
appearances, deviant views will grow. If fully at-
tached to emptiness, ignorance will grow. People who 
cling at emptiness slander the Sutras by maintaining 
that words should not be used. Since they insist on 
having no need of words, they should not speak as 
well, because written words are merely visual repre-
sentation of a spoken language. They also claim that 
a straightforward mind is the Wayplace and don’t 
establish words. Yet, ‘don’t establish’ are two words 
right there. All of you should know that confusing 
yourself is your own business. Nevertheless, do not 
slander the Buddhist Sutras; or else, your offense 
karma will be boundless.” 
 
         When function arises from your self-nature and 
you speak with others, be apart from appearances while 
in the midst of appearances, and from internal emptiness 
while in the midst of emptiness. If attached to appear-
ances, both internally and externally, you will give rise to 
deviant knowledge and deviant views. If you are not 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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attached to existence but grasp at emptiness, you will in-
crease your ignorance. People who are attached to empti-
ness say, “Do not want anything. It is not necessary to study 
the Sutras. Since everything is empty, don’t use words. 
Words are an attachment to appearances!” If that is the case, 
then the person who said ‘do not use words’ should not 
speak, because language is a verbal form of words. Words 
are simply the visible manifestation of spoken language. 
They also say, “A straightforward mind is the Bodhimanda. 
Don’t establish words.”  Unless you quit speaking alto-
gether, you still have language, and the phrase ‘don’t es-
tablish’ is made up of two words. Whenever they see people 
using words, they slander them by saying that they are at-
tached to words. 
 
         “All ten of you should remember this. Your own con-
fusion is your own business.” the Master added, “But if you 
slander the Buddhist Sutras, saying that they are devoid of 
merit and virtue, then the offense karma you have created 
knows no end!” 
 
“One who clings to external appearances and practices 
dharmas in search of truth, or who builds many Bodhi-
mandalas and speaks of the error and blunders of exis-
tence and non-existence will not see his nature for many 
eons. Listen to the Dharma and cultivate accordingly. 
Likewise, do not refrain from thinking, for that will ob-
struct the nature of the Way. Listening without culti-
vating will cause others to form deviant views. Simply 
cultivate according to the Dharma. Transmit dharma 
without dwelling on appearances. If you understand, 
then speak accordingly, function accordingly, practice 
accordingly, and act accordingly, and you will not stray 
from the principle of our school. 
 
         People who cling to external appearances and uses a 
false mind in search of truth, acting upon matters of attach-
ment in pursuit of true principle, or building many Bodhi-
mandalas, or speaking of the errors and blunders of exis-
tence and non-existence, such a person will not clearly see 
his/her self-nature for many eons. Just listen to the dharma I 
have spoken and cultivate the Way in accord with it. On the 
other hand, you should not refrain from thinking, for if you 
do, you fall into mulish emptiness, which creates obstacles 
within your self-nature along the path of cultivating the 
Way. 
  
       If you just listen to the dharma I taught but do not apply 
it in actual practice, you will cause others to form deviant 
views. You should cultivate according to the way I have 
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instructed you and not become attached to appearances. If 
you understand the principles of my teaching and practice 
such principles when you speak the dharma, giving rise to 
transformational functions, truly cultivating the Way in 
accord with such principles, then you will not stray from 
our principle of Sudden Teaching. 
 
If someone asks you to explain, and the question is 
about existence, answer with non-existence; if it is 
about non-existence, answer with existence; if it is 
about common people, answer with wise people; if it is 
about wise people, answer with common people. In 
each case the two principles are interdependent, creat-
ing the Middle Way. If you answer every question with 
an opposite, you will not stray from the basic principle. 
Suppose someone asks, ‘What is darkness?’ You should 
answer, ‘Brightness is the cause and darkness the con-
dition. When there is no brightness, there is darkness. 
Brightness  reveals  darkness  and  darkness  reveals 
brightness.’ Since opposites are interdependent, the 
principle of the Middle Way is established. Answer 
every question that way. In the future, when you 
transmit the Dharma, accord with the way I am in-
structing you. Then you will not stray from the tradi-
tion of our school.” 
 
         When asked to explain a dharma, apply the pairs of 
opposites.   When someone asks you the principle of 
‘existence’, reply with the principle of ‘non-existence’; of 
‘common people’, with ‘sagely people’; and vice-versa. 
Since in each case the two principles are interdependent, 
the principle of the Middle Way will arise. 
 
          By answering every question with an opposite, you 
will stay within the principle of Sudden Teaching. Suppose 
someone asks, ‘What is darkness?’ You should answer, 
‘Brightness is the cause, and darkness the condition of the 
effect. When there is no brightness, there is darkness. 
Brightness reveals darkness and darkness reveals bright-
ness. Coming and going are interdependent. This estab-
lishes the principle of the Middle Way. Follow this princi-
ple in answering other  questions as well.  When you 
propagate the dharma in the future, follow this principle in 
turning the great dharma wheel. Teach and learn from each 
other. Do not stray from the authentic principle of our tra-
dition. 
 
In the seventh month of the year Zhengji, the first year 
of the Tai Chi and Yen He reign (ca 712 A.D.), the 
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Master sent his disciples to Xin Zhou to build a 
pagoda at Gwo En Temple. He ordered them to 
hurry the work, which was completed by the end 
of summer the following year.  
 
On the first day of the seventh month he gath-
ered his disciples together and said, “In the 
eighth month I wish to leave this world. Those of 
you with questions and doubts should ask about 
them soon so that I may resolve them for you and 
put an end to your confusion, because when I am 
gone there will be no one to teach you.”Hearing 
this, Fa Hai and the others wept. Only Shen Hui 
was unmoved and did not cry.  
 
         During the cyclical year Zhengji, the reign 
was renamed thrice.  In the fifth month it  was 
changed from Tai Chi to Yian He. In the seventh 
month the emperor abdicated in favor of his son and 
in the eighth month the reign was renamed Hsien 
Tien. Xin Zhou was the Master’s hometown. Gwo 
En Temple was his former abode. The Master in-
structed his disciples to build a pagoda there in 
preparation to rest his body after his death. He or-
dered them to hurry up with this project. The con-
struction was completed by the end of  summer the 
following year. 
 
          On the first day of the seventh month, the 
Great Master rang the bell and beat the drum, sum-
moning all his disciples to the dharma hall. “Pay 
attention!” he said. “In the eighth month of this year 
I am going to leave this world. If you have any 
questions or doubts, ask them soon so that I may 
resolve them for you and end your confusion. After 
I am gone, there will be no one to teach you. Are 
you aware of that? So, quickly bring forth your 
questions now.” 
 
          Then, again it was Fa Hai–number one! He 
only said, “Fa Hai and all others...”because every-
body  started  crying  after  hearing  the  Master’s 
words. Their eyes ran with tears and their noses ran 
with snot, just like children who have lost their 
mother and have no milk to drink. “Waaah! Waaah!” 
They wailed like babies. Some shed secret tears. 
Some cried openly. Some shed fake tears, thinking 
they would look bad if did not cry along with eve-
ryone else. There were both the genuine and the 
artificial, exactly like a play. 
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   Only Shen Hui, the youngest one amongst them, 
did not cry. Was it because he was too young to un-
derstand or to care that he was about to lose a mother? 
Or, was he insensible? No, that’s not it. Although 
young in years, Shen Hui’s samadhi power was not 
small. He understood the principle of staying un-
moved in every situation. Mencius was forty years old 
before he reached that level. With an unmoving mind, 
you -- 

Do not exult when praised, nor angered  
when criticized. 

Do not rejoice when people say  
you are vigorous in cultivation,  

Nor annoyed when people say you are lazy. 
 
However, when you are really lazy and someone 
scolds you, it is wrong if you say, “I have samadhi. 
Your scolding doesn’t bother me at all.”  A genuine 
unmoving mind is like that of young Shen Hui. With a 
composed look, he neither rejoiced nor cried. 
 

(To be continued ...) 
 

 

 

 

 

(Continuing from page 15)  
 
 
When our wholesome root has sufficiently grown, our 
bodhi resolve will be steadfast, allowing us to walk 
securely on the Bodhi path. 
 
         Time flies. We must have unwavering faith. We 
must bring forth our true mind. The more we bow, the 
more we must feel ashamed of our misdeeds. We must 
earnestly repent and reform in front of the Buddhas 
and Bodhisattvas. Amitabha. 
 

(The End of the Article) 
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  Cultivating the Way simply means to  
“turn ourselves around.” 

 
         What is Buddhadharma? Buddhadharma is simply 
worldly dharma, but it's the kind that most people are 
unwilling to use. Worldly people are always bustling 
around and harried. All this activity stems from selfish-
ness to protect one's life and possessions. Buddhad-
harma, on the other hand, is unselfish and public-spirited, 
and  attends  to  benefitting  others.  As  we  learn  the 
Buddhadharma, our every action should entail our con-
cern for others. We should let go of our ego. We should 
practice unselfishness, having regards for the welfare of 
others and avoid bringing affliction to others. These are 
the principles of Buddhadharma. However, most people 
do not clearly understand these principles. As a result, 
within Buddhist circles we find contentions, hassles and 
strife. We find an atmosphere no different from that of 
ordinary worldly people, even to the extent of being 
worse. Such people study Buddhism on one hand and 
create offenses on the other. They do good deeds, and in 
the next breath destroy the merit and virtue they've 
earned. Instead of advancing the cause of Buddhism, 
such behavior actually harms it. The Buddha referred to 
such people as “parasites on the lion, feeding off the 
lion's flesh.” 
 
         As Buddhist disciples, we cannot expect any results 
from our cultivation if we're selfish and self-profiteering, 
unable to put things down and see through our attach-
ments. As Buddhists, we should:  

Truly recognize our own faults, 
 don't discuss others' wrongs. 

 Others' wrongs are just my own: 
Being of one substance with all is  

Great Compassion. 
 
         To understand thoroughly Buddhism’s true princi-
ples, we must first practice patience under insult and 
giving in order to attain accomplishment. We must turn 
ourselves around and be different from ordinary people. 
Do not coast along the turbid currents of the world. Cul-
tivating  the  Way  simply  means  to  “turn  ourselves 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

What is Buddhadharma? 
 

 
A talk given by Venerable Master Hua  
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around.” What is that? It means to “let others have 
what is favorable and endure the unfavorable our-
selves.” It is renouncing the petty self for the perfec-
tion of the greater self. 
 
           All who have taken refuge with me are like the 
flesh and blood of my own body. Any piece of flesh 
that gets cut, hurts me just the same. Any part that 
bleeds, hurts my constitution. Because of this, all of 
you must work in unity. In order for Buddhism to 
flourish, you must withstand taking a loss that others 
are not willing to take. You must endure the insults 
that others cannot endure. You must be kind-hearted 
and true in your actions. When you are not being true, 
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are aware of it. No one 
can cheat them. All of you should introspect your own 
faults and earnestly rectify your misdeeds. Truly rec-
ognize where in the past you have been upside-down 
and where your behavior has deviated from the prin-
ciple. Be authentic. Forget about yourself. Offer your 
services to Buddhism and the community. 
 
         In this world, it is a commonplace to see intri-
cacies and dissensions within organizations and so-
cieties. We must rectify this kind of situation in the 
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, in Gold Mountain 
Monastery, in Gold Wheel Monastery and in all divi-
sions of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. Of 
course, we cannot expect perfection immediately. 
Nonetheless, we should have a step-by-step plan of 
action until we reach the ultimate point of perfection. 
Then, in thought after thought, we must maintain this 
wholesome behavior and maintain our resolve to 
propagate Buddhism and have Buddhism flourish. 
Every Buddhist disciple should take this as his/her 
own responsibility, and not pass this responsibility 
onto others. We should have the notion that ‘If Bud-
dhism fails to flourish, it is because I haven't fulfilled 
my responsibility.’ If we can forge ahead this way, 
then in the near  future,  Buddhism will  certainly 
flourish and spread to every corner of the world! 
 
          As Buddhist disciples, we beseech the Bud-
dha’s' blessings every day. We pray that the Buddha 
will help us get rich, rise in status, or attain wisdom. 
We only know to seek the Buddha’s help for our own 
benefit. Yet, in retrospect, have we contributed any-
thing to Buddhism? Have we brought forth a genuine 
resolve? This is where we need to do constant intro-
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spection. When we took refuge with the Triple Jewel, we 
made the Four Vast Vows of Bodhisattvas: 
 
1.   Living beings are numberless, I vow to save them all. 
Ask yourself, “Have I saved any living being?” If yes, 
then save a few more. If not, then quickly resolve to res-
cue living beings. 
 
2.  Afflictions are infinite, I vow to cut them off. Afflic-
tions are endless, but we must reverse them and trans-
form them into Bodhi. If you have not done so, then 
quickly turn them around! 
 
3. Dharma-doors are measureless, I vow to learn them 
all. Ask yourself, “Have I learned the Buddhadharma? 
Have I done anything for Buddhism? Am I learning the 
Buddhadharma dogmatically and not able to apply it 
pragmatically? Am I studying the Buddhadharma in an 
‘on-and-off’ mode – on for one day and off for ten days? 
 
4.  The Buddha's Way is supreme, I vow to realize it. 
There is no dharma on earth that surpasses the Buddha's 
Way, nor one that is more ultimate. Have I truly resolve 
to  accomplish  Buddhahood?  What's  more,  not  only 
should we resolve for Buddhahood ourselves, but should 
resolve to take all living beings across to Buddhahood. 
 
            Look.  In  the  past,  Shakyamuni  Buddha  had 
“cultivated  blessings  and  wisdom  for  three  great 
asamkheya eons, and planted the seeds for fine hallmarks 
for one hundred kalpas.” He gave up his life for half a 
verse of Dharma. How great his spirit was! His sincerity 
in seeking the Dharma was truly noble. We should all 
emulate his vigor. For about four years, I have been 
coming down to Gold Wheel Monastery in Los Angeles 
once a month. I feel that none of you has genuinely 
benefitted from the Dharma. You haven't truly experi-
enced the greatness of the Buddhadharma. You are still 
along the perimeter of Buddhadharma and unable to en-
ter the depths of the dharma. If we want Buddhism to 
flourish, we should start with our own self.  We should 
bring forth sincerity and offer our vigor and diligence.  
Break free from the small circles that you have drawn 
yourself in. Take the Dharma Realm as your substance 
and Empty Space as your function! Follow the dharma 
“bring forth thoughts that linger nowhere.” If every per-
son could really do this, then Buddhism would truly 
flourish.           

(The End of the Article) 
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 (Continued from issue #259) 
 

         How do we save the world? As stated: 
Do no evil; accord with all that is good. Eve-
ryone should turn towards what is good and 
not what is bad.  From the top leaders down to 
ordinary citizens, we must use the brilliance of 
wisdom to smash the darkness of ignorance. If 
we can do this, then we can turn the world’s 
negativity into positivity; we can turn wars 
into peace. We are living a muddled life and 
dreamlike death in this long and dark night. 
We need radiance to combat this darkness. 
Darkness  induces  melancholy;  radiance 
brings joyousness. The delineation between 
darkness and radiance resides in one’s mind. 
This means that when the mind is good, it is 
radiance; when bad, darkness. The mind can 
either create or destroy the world. All of us 
who practice Buddhism must get rid of our 
false mind and maintain a true mind. Thus, 
Buddhadharma is a precious lifesaver that 
rescues the world and its people, as well as a 
jeweled mirror to better our minds. 
 
         Worldly matters always have two sides –
 the good and the bad. For example, when we 
watch TV, we get to know what is happening 
nationally and globally. Often said, a scholar 
knows the ways of the world without stepping 
out of his house. This is the good side. How-
ever, there is a flip side. Oftentimes, kids get 
adversely influenced by what they see in TV.  
They learn acts of deception and mayhem, 
disrupting family and society. These kids be-
come  wayward  adults,  stirring  up  trouble 
everywhere. If they become our future lead-
ers, can the world be peaceful? This is TV’s 
adverse effect. If we care for our next genera-
tion and the future of this world, we must 

 
All issues are within the scope of these four words -- good, evil, cause, effect.  

 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng Gwei  on November 20, 2016, 
during Lunch at Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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 prohibit children from watching TV, or simply 
not buy television sets at all. This is the most 
thorough way to cut off the roots of disasters. 
 
         At present, the world has reached a mi-
asmal point. What can we do? As part of hu-
manity, we must start with ourselves. Get rid 
of our bad habits. Clean up the three poisons in 
our minds – greed, hatred, delusion. Be an 
exemplary role model  to  influence others. 
Start with having proper behavior and think-
ing. Then, you can advise others to turn to-
wards what is good. Lead by example; other-
wise, it is all empty talk and no help to the 
situation. 
 
         People who take on the world as their 
own  responsibility  have  a  compassionate 
mind. It is like Shakyamuni Buddha who en-
dured extreme suffering when he practiced the 
Bodhisattva Way. Why did he do that? In or-
der to encourage living beings to cultivate 
according to Dharma so that they may leave 
suffering and attain bliss. “Enduring suffering 
is ending suffering; enjoying blessings is ex-
hausting blessings.”  Let  us make this  our 
motto.  
 
         “Wholesome, evil, cause, effect”. All 
problems are within the scope of these four 
words. Evaluate all problems from this per-
spective. Be it big problems that concern the 
nation and the world, or small problems that 
concern the changes in our own destiny, eve-
rything follows the principle ‘Such is  the 
cause; such is the effect.’ Whatever we have 
done in the past, whether we remember or not, 
resides within the scope of ‘wholesome, evil, 
cause,  effect’.  One  thought  of  ignorance 
brings forth the three poisons of the mind. 
Because of our ignorance, we fall under the 
control of the three poisons (greed, hatred, 
delusion),  doing  all  unwholesome  deeds. 
Therefore, having encountered such wonder-
ful causal conditions and such precious op-
portunity, we must cherish this wholesome 
root. Go on nourishing this wholesome root.  
 

(Continuation in Page 10)   
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2018 7 8    Schedule of Weekly Events –  July and August of 2018 

  

7/8 (                                           
 

 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  12:00 pm 

7/15 (                                              Recitation of  Great Compassion Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

7/22(                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

7/29(                                             
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment  

 Recitation of  Universal Door Chapter  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

  Recitation of  Great Compassion Mantra  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm         

8/5(                                            Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

 8/12(                                           Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

8/19(                                            Celebration of Ullambana 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

8/26(                                            Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

7/1 (                                           
 

 Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  12:00 pm 
 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


