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With kind wisdom, fulfill the resolve to awaken from dreams. 

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery  
Newsletter  

  

235 North Avenue 58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 Tel: (323) 258-6668 
 

www.goldwheel.org 

  
 
2 

 

12     

13            
           

Table of Contents  
 
2      The Shurangama Sutra 

 
7      The Sixth Patriarch’s Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra 

 
12    The Buddhadharma is Most Fair 
 
13    Constantly Improve and Reform —  
        Doing all that is wholesome; doing all that is right.  



-2-     257 , 2018  1/2
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #257, January/February 2018 

 

 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

(Continued from issue #256)  
 
The Buddha commanded Manjushri to as-
sign the Bodhisattvas and Arhats to receive 
offerings from the various vegetarian hosts. 
 
Editor’s Note: The following brief explana-
tion of the sutra text is from the lecture “The 
Driving  Force  of  Subjective  Wisdom” on 
9/15/1987. 
 
         King Prasenajit invited the Buddha to 
receive offerings. At this time, other elders 
and laypeople also invited the Buddha to re-
ceive offerings.  Therefore, the Buddha sent 
Manjushri Bodhisattva to lead the other great 
Bodhisattvas to various places to receive of-
ferings.  This is the prologue of the sutra 
which describes the cause of this condition. 
From the beginning up to this section of the 
sutra text it was not formally spoken by the 
Buddha. 
 
         The Buddha commanded Manjushri. 
Kings were allowed to issue commands, so 
were the King of Dharma. Thus, the text states 
the Buddha “commanded” Manjushri Bodhi-
sattva  to  assign  the  Bodhisattvas  and 
Arhats. How were they assigned? It depended 
on how many Bodhisattvas there were. They 
were each divided into groups of one, two or 
three. The great Arhats and great Bhikshus 
were also included into these group assign-
ment. 
 
          To receive offerings from the various 
vegetarian hosts: This means they went to the 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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homes of elders and laypeople and re-
ceived their offerings. Although the Bud-
dha has millions of transformation bodies, 
he would never display his spiritual pene-
trations just for the sake of a meal and go to 
the donors’ homes appearing as transfor-
mation  Buddhas  seeking  alms  at  each 
door. That would never happen, or else, 
spiritual penetrations would be worth less 
than bean curd. So the Buddha told Man-
jushri Bodhisattva, “You go assign the 
Bodhisattvas and great Arhats to the vari-
ous donors’ home and receive offerings.” 
 
Only Ananda, who, had accepted a spe-
cial invitation earlier, had traveled far 
and had not yet returned, was late for 
the apportioning of the Sangha. No sen-
ior-seated one or Acharya was with him, 
so he was returning back alone on the 
road. 
 
         Only Ananda.  This is  the whole 
reason he got into trouble. He was alone. 
What had Ananda done? He had accepted 
a special invitation earlier. Perhaps, a 
month or so in advance. Someone had 
made an appointment and said, “On the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month you 
certainly should come and receive offer-
ings from us.” 
 
          Fundamentally, Bhikshus should not 
accept special invitations. For instance, if 
there are ten Sanghans here and you invite 
only one to go to your home to eat, you are 
issuing a special invitation. The one who 
has received the special invitation should 
not go. Why? The rule in Buddhism is that 
all the Sanghans of a Way-Place should be 
invited  for  the  offering  together;  but 
sometimes people who like good food ig-
nore the rule and accept the special invita-
tions given to them. They think to them-
selves, “Why should I care about all of 
you? What counts is that I get my fill. My 
special  invitation  is  a  response  to  my 
blessings and virtue.” They pay no atten-
tion to others. 
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        Ananda probably had a bit of fond-
ness for good food. Now think about it; 
during the period of summer retreat, it was 
entirely not permissible to go out. Yet, An-
anda accepted a special invitation and went 
out to receive offerings. He had violated the 
rules and committed an offense. Maybe this 
special invitation was set on the fourteenth 
of the month, so he probably set out on the 
thirteenth. After eating on the fourteenth he 
stayed the night, planning to return early the 
next day. 
 
         Hence, Ananda had traveled far and 
had not yet returned. When Manjushri 
Bodhisattva was dividing the Sangha into 
groups, Ananda did not make it in time. He 
was late  for  the  apportioning of  the 
Sangha. For example, we are now going 
someplace to have vegetarian food.  How-
ever, a person left us yesterday and has not 
yet returned. Even if we want to wait for 
him, there is not enough time so we have to 
leave without him. When he finally returns, 
he would find our place empty with no food 
in the house.  He would have no idea where 
to eat. This is the so-called ‘late for the 
apportioning of the Sangha’, 
 
         No senior-seated one or Acharya was 
with him.  When left-home people go out, 
they should go in a group, perhaps in twos 
or threes. Within the group should be a 
senior-seated  one  or  an  Acharya.  A 
“senior” is one who has held the precepts 
purely for at least twenty years. His seating 
position  is  in  front  of  the  assembly. 
“Acharya” is a Sanskrit word, which means 
“a teacher who exemplifies the rules.”He 
teaches you to understand and follow the 
rules and regulations. There are Five Kinds 
of Acharya: 
 
1. an Acharya with whom others leave the 
home-life:  He transmits the novice pre-
cepts. 
2. an Acharya who teaches you how to re-
ceive  the  precepts  and  how to  request 
dharma. 
3. Karmadana Acharya is one who guides 
you to profess all your transgressions and 
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repent all of your offenses.   
4. an Acharya whom others rely on. You always 
follow  and  draw  near  him  to  learn  the 
Buddhadharma. 
5. an Acharya who transmits the principles of 
the sutras. He teaches you how to recite sutras. 
 
         Just as I am now teaching you how to re-
cite  the  Shurangama  Mantra,  I  am  your 
Acharya.  Do you understand?  Now that I am 
lecturing on the Shurangama Sutra, I am your 
Acharya who transmits the principles of the 
sutras. Since all of you are with me every day, I 
am  your  Acharya  upon  whom  others  rely 
on.Moreover, I teach you rules and regulations. 
Every day before the Buddha, I transfer merit to 
all of you to help eradicate your karmic offenses 
and help you grow good roots.  That makes me a 
Karmadana Acharya. I am teaching you all 
about  the  Buddhadharma so  I  am also  the 
Acharya who teaches you how to receive the 
precepts and how to request dharma.  However, 
since none of you have left the home-life, I am 
not your Acharya under whom others leave the 
home-life. I have fulfilled four of the five cate-
gories of Acharya.  There is one more left.  If 
anyone leaves the home-life, I will have ful-
filled all five categories as an Acharya. 
 
          An Acharya is one who helps you culti-
vate the Way and attain the Way. He keeps an 
eye on you and tells you not to commit offenses. 
At that time, Ananda was by himself, with nei-
ther a senior-seated one nor an Acharya. Con-
sequentially, he got into some trouble. The fact 
that he was alone played a huge factor in his 
consequence.  Essentially,  left-home  people 
should travel in groups of two or more, never 
alone. If you truly have samadhi-power, then it 
does not matter if you are by yourself. However, 
if you do not have sufficient samadhi-power, 
you can easily encounter demonic-obstacles and  
become affected by external states. Because of 
this, left-home people must guard their mind 
and be apart from offenses. This is the reason 
why they should not travel alone and should be 
in groups of two or three, accompanied by a 
senior-seated one or an Acharya.   
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        If you truly have samadhi-power, then it 
is fine to go anywhere by yourself, whether up 
to the heavens or down to earth. However, if 
your samadhi-power is not  sufficient,  you 
cannot  travel  alone  anywhere.  Nowadays, 
there are many young monks travelling alone. 
This is very dangerous. You see, Ananda is a 
good example of why young monks should 
not travel alone. He was a young monk who 
got in trouble when he travelled alone. On the 
other hand, we should be thankful towards 
Ananda. If it was not for Ananda getting into 
trouble, we would have missed a great oppor-
tunity for Shakyamuni Buddha to speak the 
Shurangama Sutra and to show us how to 
cultivate samadhi. We would have missed the 
chance to understand the Shurangama Sutra. 
Hence, we are grateful because we benefited a 
great deal and learned through Ananda’s mis-
take. 
 
         So he was returning alone on the road. 
The worst thing was him being alone. There 
was no one there to accompany him and help 
him during times of need. As a result, he en-
countered a demon. 
         

 (To be continued ...) 
 

 

  

(Continuing from page 12)  
 

         Buddhism gives people a great amount 
of freedom. Buddhism exhorts people to do 
good deeds and to abstain from evil deeds. It 
teaches us that if you do evil, you yourself 
must suffer the retribution. Buddhism does not 
coerce people to do good deeds, and say things 
like “If you don't listen, and you keep making 
bad karma, I'll build a prison and lock you up 
in it.” That is because ‘everything is created 
from the mind alone.’ Heavens and hells tran-
spired based on people's thoughts and their 
karmic force. Thus, Buddhism teaches people 
to “Abstain from all evil and offer up all good 
conducts,” and explains the law of cause and 
effect, which is never off by even a hairs-
breadth. It teaches people to truly understand 
principles and transcend transmigration. 
 

          (The End of the Article) 
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 (Continued from issue #256)  
 The Master continued, “If your mind is confused 
and you can not understand, then ask a Good 
Knowing Advisor to help you find the Way. If your 
mind is enlightened, then you will be able to see 
your own nature and cultivate accordingly to the 
Dharma. If you yourself are confused and you can 
not see your own mind, why would you come to ask 
me whether or not I see? If I can see, I would know 
it for myself, but that is not of any help to you. In 
the same way that your ability to see is of no use to 
me. Why don’t you realize you need to see it for 
yourself, instead of asking me whether or not I 
see?” Shen Hui bowed over one hundred times, 
seeking forgiveness for his misbehavior. He served 
the Master with diligence, never leaving his side. 
 
         The Master said, “Shen Hui, if your mind is 
clouded and you cannot see the true nature, then ask a 
Good Knowing Advisor to teach you how to cultivate. 
If your mind is enlightened, you have understood the 
mind and seen the nature, then you should cultivate 
accordingly to the Dharma. Now, you haven’t even 
seen your pure mind, and yet you come to ask me 
whether or not I have been able to see my own. If  I had 
seen it, that’s my own business and has nothing to do 
with your delusion. If you’ve seen the true nature and 
are able to understand the original mind, that has noth-
ing to do with me either. Why not turn the light around 
and focus on discovering whether you’ve seen your 
own mind or not? Isn’t that better than trading Zen 
banter with me? What is it to you whether I’ve seen it 
or not?” 
 
          After listening to the Sixth Patriarch’s admoni-
tion, Shen Hui was really sorry for his wrongdoing. 
Why had he been so impetous? There is an idiom 
“Selling nondescript manuscript to the Sagely Ones.” It 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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is similar to selling dime novels to Confucius, brag-
ging the value of your nondescript manuscript. Who 
do you think will buy into your misguided rhetoric? It 
can also be likened to the phrase “Showing off one’s 
proficiency with the axe before Luban the Master 
Carpenter”. 
 
          Shen Hui bowed to the Sixth Patriarch over a 
hundred times, pleading for forgiveness, “Please for-
give me, Venerable One. I messed up. I’m a reckless 
kid who didn’t understand. I am clueless to the extent 
of the heavens and earth.” After begging forgiveness, 
Shen Hui stayed at the Sixth Patriarch’s Wayplace. He 
toiled away on all chores. Everyday, he followed the 
Master everywhere he gave sutra-lectures or dharma 
talks. He became the Master’s attendant. Being the 
youngest amongst the Master’s disciples, he was the 
naughtiest. 

  
One day the Master asked the assembly, “I have 
one thing. It has no head or tail, no name or label, 
no front or back. Do you know what it is?” Shen 
Hui stepped forward and said, “It is the funda-
mental source of all Buddhas, Shen Hui’s Buddha 
nature!” 
The Master said, “I said it has no name or label, 
and  you  immediately  call  it  the  fundamental 
source of all Buddhas. Go and build a thatched hut 
over your head! You’re nothing but a follower who 
pursues knowledge and interpretation.” 
After the Master’s passing, Shen Hui went to the 
capital Loyang and devoted himself to Cao Xi 
Sudden Teaching. He wrote the Xian Zong Ji 
which circulated widely throughout the land. He 
became known as Dhyana Master He Ze. 
 
         One day the Master asked the assembly, “I have 
one thing. It has no head or tail, no name or label, no 
back or front. Do you know what it is?” (For example: 
My name is An Ci, dubbed Du Lun. Hsuan Hua is my 
dharma name.) Everyone kept quiet. Whether they 
knew the answer or not, no one said a word. Seeing 
this, young Shen Hui jumped out from the assembly 
and said, “I know what it is! It’s the fundamental 
source of all Buddhas: my Buddha nature!” 
 
          The Master said, “I told you that it has no name 
or label, and you call it the fundamental source of all 
Buddhas! Go build a thatched hut over your head! As 
a student of the Chan School, you have the knowl-
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edge, views and explanations yet you have no genuine 
understanding.”Although it sounded like a scolding, it 
was in reality an affirmation of Shen Hui’s degree of 
achievement. It is not easy to reach the level of one who 
has the knowledge to explain the principles. 
 
After the Sixth Patriarch entered nirvana, Shen Hui 
went to the capital city of Loyang, where he widely 
preached the Sudden Teaching of the Cao Xi School. 
He later wrote the Xian Zong Ji - a pamphlet on the 
Northern and Southern Schools, declaring Shen Hsiu 
(Northern School) as a bogus self-proclaimed Sixth 
Patriarch  and  declaring  Great  Master  Hui  Neng 
(Southern School) as the genuine Sixth Patriarch, the 
recipient of the Buddha’s mind-seal. Had Shen Hui not 
written this pamphlet, Shen Hsiu’s followers would 
have grabbed the title ‘Sixth Patriarch’. After this 
pamphlet was published, Shen Hsiu could no longer 
masquerade as the Sixth Patriarch. Dharma Master 
Shen Hui was also called Chan Master He Ze, which is 
the name of the place where he went to live. 
 
The Master saw many disciples of other schools, 
many with evil intentions that gathered under him 
and challenged him with difficult questions. Feeling 
sorry for them, he said, “Students of the Way 
should completely cast away all thoughts of good or 
evil. What cannot be named by any name is called 
the true self-nature. True nature does not have good 
or evil and it is within the real nature that all 
teaching Doors are established. You can see this for 
yourselves.” Hearing this, they all became devoted 
followers and requested him to be their master. 
 
          At that time, it was not only Shen Hsiu’s follow-
ers who wanted to murder the Great Master. The elders 
of the various sects, such as the Consciousness-Only 
School and the Avatamsaka School, likewise send their 
cronies to challenge the Master, asking difficult ques-
tions such as, “Which came first, the Buddha or the 
Dharma?  Where  does  the  Buddhadharma  spring 
from?”  
 
         The Sixth Patriarch replied, “If you can speak the 
Dharma, then it’s the Buddha first, then the Dharma. If 
you can listen to the Dharma, then it’s the Dharma first, 
then the Buddha. The Buddhadharma emanates from 
the minds of living beings.” 
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         Even though the Sixth Patriarch answered all the 
challenging questions they threw at him, he saw the 
situation as becoming increasingly more troublesome. 
The outsiders who came to be near him all had the in-
tention of killing him or poisoning him. These wicked 
ones and spies came to stay with him so they could 
harm him easily. See how much opposition a patriarch 
has to deal with!  
 
         Out of his compassion for the spies and would-be 
assassins, the Sixth Patriarch addressed the assembly, 
“Cultivators should not hold any thought of good or 
evil. What cannot be named by any name is called the 
true self-nature. The self-nature is non-dual; it is also 
called the real nature, the real mark. Within the real 
mark all schools and sects are established. Real mark is 
not simply a conversation topic. You must understand 
the principle of real mark and immediately certify to its 
meaning and substance.” Hearing these words, the as-
sembly realized that their thoughts had been bound up 
in good and evil and they were greatly ashamed. Now 
that they have understood, they bowed down before the 
Master and said, “We will reform our ways and start 
anew. Please let us bow to you as our teacher, Great 
Master.” 

 
CHAPTER IX .PROCLAMATIONS 

 
On the fifteenth day of the first month, during the 
first year of Shen Lung reign (A.D. 705), Empress 
Ze Tian and Emperor Zhong Zong issued an impe-
rial decree, stating, “We have invited Masters Hui 
An and Shen Hsiu to the palace to receive offerings. 
This way, we can study the One Vehicle in our spare 
time after our imperial duties are done.” The two 
Masters declined. Instead, they suggested them to 
invite Dhyana Master Hui Neng in the South, who 
has received the secret transmission of the robe and 
the Buddha’s mind-seal from Great Master Hung 
Jen. “We now send Chamberlain Xue Jian with this 
invitation, hoping that the Master will be compas-
sionate and quickly come to the capital.” 
  
         Shen Lung is the name of the reign of Emperor 
Zhong Zong of Tang Dynasty. Wu Ze Tian was the 
empress during the Tang dynasty. On one hand, she 
believed in the Buddha and supported Buddhism. She’d 
invite all the high monks to the palace to receive offer-
ings. On the other hand, she was unruly and unafraid to 
commit improper acts. Not long after her son, Emperor 
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Zhong Zong, ascended the throne, she usurped the 
throne by having him exiled to Lu Ling where he 
stayed as the local king. What we are discussing now is 
the period when Wu Ze Tian was the empress. 
 
         Decree refers to a written imperial order by the 
Emperor. When ordinary people received a decree, they 
bowed to it as a gesture of respect to the emperor. 
However, since the empress believed in the Buddha, 
monastic people don’t have to bow when they received 
a decree. Here is what Emperor Wu Ze Tian’s imperial 
ordered stated: Wishing to study the Sudden Teaching 
Dharma Door in my spare time after conducting na-
tional affairs, I have invited Masters Hui An and Shen 
Hsiu to the palace to receive offerings. But they re-
fused, claiming, “We do not have enough virtue. You 
should invite Great Master Hui Neng, who has received 
the Fifth Patriarch’s robe and bowl and is a true suc-
cessor to the Buddha’s mind-seal transmission. Hence, 
I am now sending my attendant, Chamberlain Xue Jian, 
to invite you to the capital, Ch’ang An. I hope the Great 
Master will comply out of compassion for living be-
ings.”The chamberlain was an official of the inner 
court. He was a eunuch. 
  
The Master sent back a petition pleading illness 
saying that he wished to spend his remaining years 
at the foot of the mountain. Xue Jian said, “The 
Virtuous Dhyana Masters at the capital all say that 
to master the Way one must sit in Dhyana medita-
tion and practice concentration, for without Dhy-
ana concentration, liberation is impossible. I do not 
know how the Master explains this dharma. 
  
         The Sixth Patriarch wrote back, “I am plagued 
with many illnesses.” In actuality, he wasn’t ill. Nev-
ertheless, he utilized this expediency.  This is not con-
sidered as telling a lie. Why? The Sixth Patriarch did 
not wish to visit a ruler. Moreover, he did not wish to 
visit an empress. It would have been against the rules. 
On top of this, Wu Ze Tian is one who does not follow 
morals or any rules and standards. But the Sixth Patri-
arch couldn’t say, “You are an empress and I am a Pa-
triarch and I don’t have to visit you,” so he said, “I am 
old, in sickness and in pain. I wish to spend my re-
maining years at the foot of the mountain.” 
 

 (To be continued ...) 
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 In Buddhism, the retribution you receive for each 
share of merit and each share of offense is created by  
you yourself and it will not be off by a hairsbreadth. 

 
          The Buddhadharma is subtly very wonderful. You 
cannot  feel  the  advantage  when you are  within  the 
Buddhadharma; nor do you have a sense of disadvantage 
when outside the Buddhadharma. Nevertheless, in Bud-
dhism, the retribution you would receive for each share of 
merit and each share of offense you have created will not 
be let off by a hairsbreadth. Buddhism provides a great 
deal of freedom and equality. It is not despotic or biased in 
the least. 
 
         Why do we say that Buddhism provides the greatest 
equality? In Buddhism, any living being who resolves to 
cultivate the Way can become a Buddha. The idiom, “a 
turn of the head is the other shore” can be applied to all 
living beings, i.e. hungry ghosts, hell-beings, evil spirits, 
ferocious beasts, evil people, and bad people. Unlike 
Buddhists,  externalists advocate that bad and wicked 
people are eternally bad and beyond redemption, and that 
ferocious tigers and evil beasts are bestial by nature and 
cannot be saved. 
 
         During China’s Ming dynasty, there was a Great 
Master by the name of Lianchi who took in a tiger as his 
disciple. This tiger disciple accompanied him around and 
protected him. Since tigers are known for their ferocious 
nature, everyone was terrified upon seeing the tiger. 
Therefore, Great Master Lianchi taught the tiger to walk 
backwards instead of forward. When the tiger did this, 
people felt assured that it was tame, and were no longer 
afraid of it. This tiger traveled around town to raise funds 
for the Great Master. People all crowded in to make of-
ferings when they saw this well- mannered tiger coming. 
Hence, tigers can likewise take refuge with the Triple 
Jewel, protect and support the Buddhadharma and become 
Buddhas. 
 

(Continuation in Page 6)   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

The Buddhadharma is Most Fair  
 

 
An Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua  
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 (Continued from issue #256)  

 

        There are all types of people in the Way 
Place -- good ones and evil ones.  The most 
valuable lesson you learn in the Way Place is 
following rules and regulations. Because this 
is within your inherent nature, this has always 
been present in your self-nature as your in-
trinsic code of morality. A person who does 
not uphold precepts has a hard time following 
rules and regulations. Such a person is about 
to lose his code of morality. 
 
        I would like to tell everyone, what the 
Venerable Master has said before. That year, 
the Venerable Master told thousands of peo-
ple about Teacher X. So, during the break 
time in between dharma sessions, Teacher X 
had his team members went up the stage to 
advertise and sell fake medicine. The Vener-
able Master was using the Teacher X story to 
make his point. When Venerable Master ar-
rived at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, 
he shared the same story. Our eyes cannot 
tolerate even one single grain of sand, nor a 
vajra diamond. This is how our eyes funda-
mentally behave. Therefore, Elder Venerable 
Master Hsu Yun had always said, ‘the Vajra 
Proper Eye’. 
 
         Let me tell everyone this: We have 
rules and regulations in Gold Wheel Monas-
tery so we are not in disarray. We do not al-
low people to arbitrarily behave this way or 
that way. We only do things one way that is 
set forth by our Venerable Master. We abide 
by the house rules laid down by our Vener-
able Master. If you are able to abide by the 
rules,  then come.  Otherwise,  many other 

 一切往好的去做 往對的去做  

Constantly Improve and Reform — 
Doing all that is wholesome; doing all that is right.  

 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng  Shr  on February 28, 2016, 
during Lunch at  Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Medicine Master Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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 places will allow you to do as you please. 
You do not have to suffer if you disagree 
with these rules. 
 
         Do not be greedy. Because of our 
fantasies and greed, we have done many 
foolish things.  When karma came for us to 
re-pay for the foolish things that we have 
said and done, we do not remember any of 
it. When we start to suffer, we complain, 
“Why me? Why me? Why?”  You cannot 
remember  your  misdeeds  because  you 
haven’t learned to follow what is whole-
some and good. 
 
          At lunchtime, everyone eats his fill 
according to his needs. Having eaten and 
feeling energized, you can go to the Buddha 
Hall to bow to the Buddhas. You may re-
turn for a second or third helping as needed, 
but do not return for the seventh or eighth 
time since that is against proper decorum. 
Do not have the wrong way thinking, such 
as “I can return for more food if I can finish 
or since the food is already on my plate, I 
cannot return it. I will bring it home to eat 
later.”This is not right. This is against our 
house rules. I am not going to say that this 
is the same as stealing or anything like that. 
Think about it. This is a manifestation of 
greed.  You will end up harming yourself.  
When one person does this, others will fol-
low. Soon, there will be chaos. By doing so, 
instead of planting good roots when we 
come to the Wayplace, we are creating bad 
karma. 
 
         I am being straightforward in how I 
tell you this because I care for all of you. 
On Sundays, after we conclude the meal, 
leftovers are packed up for people to take 
home. Do not leave them behind for the 
Sangha because they are only a few and 
they cannot eat a lot. People may take the 
leftover and make voluntary donation as 
one wishes. Regarding fruits, if they are 
already spoiled, the kitchen staff may leave 
them for the Sangha members to handle. In 
case  there  are  too  many  fruits  for  the 
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 Sangha to consume, the Sangha will bring out 
the excess for the lay people to take and make 
voluntary donations, to alleviate the burden. 
Do not let good things spoil. This is a waste of 
our blessings and creating bad karma. If our 
bad karma outweighs our good merit gained 
by cultivating the Way, how are we to repent? 
 
         Whoever comes to the Wayplace must 
follow rules and regulations. Do not be arro-
gant. Otherwise, you do not have to come 
here. I am being direct and sincere because I 
want to protect everyone’s dharma. In Gold 
Wheel Monastery, there are rules we follow.  
If we break the rules and regulations, then we 
are cheating the Buddhas and the Venerable 
Master.  
 
          Let us start the New Year with a new 
beginning. I have a present from the Venerable 
Master to you all, “Boundless are the ancients’ 
benevolence,  righteousness,  propriety,  and 
wisdom, nourishing the body housed in the 
ancient Buddhas’ pagoda; A new year, month, 
day time, build a new way place in one’s 
mind”. 
 
         “Ancient”  –  in  the  olden  days.  An 
‘ancient’ person refers to a sage prior to be-
coming a Buddha. These sages manifested in 
this world as the ‘worthy and virtuous ones’. 
What path did they take to get there? They 
practiced the Five Constants -- humaneness, 
righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and trust-
worthiness. Once you practice one, you can 
accomplish the others. If you are unable to 
practice one of the Five Constants, then you 
will not be able to practice the rest. 
 
        Therefore,  the  ancients’  humaneness, 
righteousness, propriety, wisdom and trust-
worthiness are not just words or for show. 
They are to nourish our seeds of sagehood in 
our body and mind. Silently nourish our seeds 
of sagehood with the Five Constants. 
  

 
 (To be continued ...) 
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2018 1 2    Schedule of Weekly Events –  January and February of 2018 

  

1/7 (                                           
 

 

Auspicious Spirit Mantra of Eradicating Disaster   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

1/14 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 
                

1/21(                                             Chapter of the Conduct and Vows of  Universal Worthy 
Bodhisattva  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Great Compassion Repentance 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

1/28(                                            Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 
                

2/4(                                            Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 2/11(                                            Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

2/18(                                            

Auspicious Spirit Mantra of Eradicating Disaster   8:00 am — 3:00 pm       

2/25(                                             

Medicine Master Jeweled Repentance 8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


