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客塵頌  

九九惑盡歇心狂 

靜慮思惟是誰忙 

八萬四千由他去 

自在無住覺性王 
 

Cultivating the Bodhi Path  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 
Verse on Guest Dust  

When the eighty‐one illusions are exhausted, the wacky mind is put to rest. 

In quiet contemplation, ponder upon who is the busy one. 

Let go of the eighty‐four thousand kinds of afflictions.  

Be at‐ease and non‐abiding, the King of Enlightened Nature. 
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(Continued from issue #255)  
 
         The  Buddha  told  Mahamaudgal-
yayana, “Your mother has fallen into the 
hells because she slandered the Triple Jewel, 
disrespected the Triple Jewel, and did not 
believe in the Triple Jewel. You cannot save 
her  by yourself.  You need to  invite  the 
Sangha of the ten directions to come rescue 
your mother. On the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month, you should make an offering 
of the finest vegetarian food and drink to the 
Buddha and the Sangha. Make this offering 
to the Buddha and the Sangha before anyone 
even taste it. You should make this vegetar-
ian offering. Through the Way-karma of the 
Greatly Virtuous High Sanghans of the ten 
directions,  your  mother  could  be  saved. 
Otherwise there is no way you can save her.” 
 
         On the appointed day, Mahamaudgal-
yayana did as the Buddha had instructed. He 
invited the Greatly Virtuous High Sanghans 
of the ten directions to come and rescue his 
mother. He prepared a vast array of superb 
delicacies of unsurpassed wonderful flavors, 
and made offerings to the Buddha. Thereby, 
through the power of the Greatly Virtuous 
Ones of the ten directions, his mother as-
cended to the heavens. Because of this, peo-
ple  observe the  Ullambana Festival  ever 
since, passing it down from generations to 
generations. Up to now, people are following 
this annual dharma event to rescue parents of 
seven lives past. This is a memorial day in 
Buddhism.  Hence,  on  this  day,  King 
Prasenajit invited the Buddha to a vegetarian 
feast as an offering to the Triple Jewel. 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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         Ullambana  is  a  Sanskrit  word 
which means “rescuing those who are 
hanging upside down.” This refers to 
the extreme suffering of the ghosts in 
the hells who are as tormented as one 
hanging upside down would be. The 
Ullambana is performed especially for 
releasing those undergoing the painful 
suffering of being hungry ghosts and 
enabling  them to  be  reborn  in  the 
heavens. 
 
        The fifteenth day of the seventh 
month is the Day of the Buddha’s Re-
joicing and the Sangha’s Pravarana. 
The  merit  and  virtue  derived  from 
making offerings to the Triple Jewel on 
this day is several million times greater 
than similar offerings made on ordinary 
days. King Prasenajit had been oppor-
tune to pick this special day to offer a 
vegetarian feast to the Buddha and to 
make offerings to the Triple Jewel for 
the sake of his father. It was an abun-
dant offering of pure vegetarian food. 
There was no meat or any of the five 
prohibited pungent plants, i.e. onions, 
leeks, chives, garlic, shallots. 
 
          He invited the Buddha to the 
side rooms of the palace. Why wasn’t 
the banquet held in the main hall? The 
main hall was designated for govern-
mental affairs, e.g. decreeing imperial 
orders, enacting humane and benefi-
cent policies. The side rooms were re-
served for banquets. He welcomed the 
Tathagata in person.  King Prasenajit 
personally  went  out  to  welcome  the 
Buddha. 
 
         With a vast array of superb 
delicacies of unsurpassed wonderful 
flavors. The banquet consisted of the 
finest  array  of  foods  and  drinks  – 
vegetarian dishes that were cooked to 
perfection – and their flavors were the 
finest to be had. As I speak on this part 
of  the  sutra,  my  mouth  is  already 
drooling.  Why?  I too want to partake 
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these super delicious vegetarian dishes. The sutra 
stated that no other food can surpass these won-
derful flavors. Ah, it’s so very delicious! 
 
         And himself invited the Great Bodhi-
sattvas. King Prasenajit could have signed the 
invitation himself, or perhaps he personally went 
to invite them, saying, “I wish to request the 
presence of all the Great Bodhisattvas to come 
and accept my offerings.” He invited all the Great 
Bodhisattvas, as many as the sands in the Ganges 
River. How much food do you suppose he had to 
prepare for such a gathering? It must have taken a 
lot  of  money.  Anyway,  King Prasenajit  was 
probably  not  stingy  like  Maudgalyayana’s 
mother, so he prepared a great offering.  There 
are six meanings to this.  You can research them 
on your own. 
 
Editor’s Note: It is stated in the Sutra of Unprece-
dented Causes and Conditions: King Prasenajit re-
spectfully asked the Buddha, “When my father (the 
late King) was alive, he followed and served the 
heretics, and constantly observe the vegetarian pre-
cept and practice giving to seek blessings from the 
Brahma heavens. With these meritorious conduct, in 
which heaven could my father have been reborn?”  
The Buddha replied, “The late King had committed 
six kinds of offenses and his retribution is in the hell. 
He has to wait until his offenses are cleared before he 
can receive blessings.  The six kinds of offenses are as 
follows, 1. Camouflaging his arrogance and defile-
ments.  Regardless of matters big or small, he would 
penalize people because he had no patience under 
insult. 2. Greedy for precious gifts and unfair in 
passing judgment, resulting in resentment and hatred 
among his people. 3. Enjoying gaming and hunting.  
This caused bitterness and suffering amongst his 
people and harm to the lives of many living beings. 4. 
Confining his concubines, depriving them of their 
free will and causing them great misery. 5. Indulging 
in lustful regard of women’s beauty, favoring the new 
ones and loathing the old ones. His unjust treatment 
caused a lot of resentment and hatred.  6.  His fear of 
the Brahmans prompted him to stealthily consume 
meat and wine, as well as the five pungent plants e.g. 
onion and garlic. Afraid of being scolded, he engaged 
in flattery and pretenses.”  Having heard this, King 
Prasenajit was extremely saddened.  Hence, in order 
to repay the deep kindness of his father, on the day of 
the Sangha’s Pravarana, he would offer a big vege-
tarian banquet and dedicate the merit to his late father 
so he can leave suffering and attain bliss. 
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very rich

How are you

         In the city were also elders 
and laypeople: The king wasn’t the 
only one who was prepared to make 
offerings to the Buddha. There were 
also elders and laypeople in the city. 
These  are  the  Ten  Virtues  of  an 
Elder: 
 
1. Nobility - They are of noble clan 
and aristocracy, like the royals. 
2. Lofty position – They are high-
ranking  officials,  with  elevated 
status. 
3. Great wealth - They are very rich. 
4. Majestic deportment - Their awe-
some air is stern and severe; their 
sanguine energies are powerful and 
sure. They are courageous, awesome, 
magnanimous, and forthright. They 
are decisive and never procrastinate. 
5. Deep wisdom – They possess great 
and profound wisdom. 
6. Seniority in age - Elders are usu-
ally between fifty and seventy years 
old. 
7. Pure conduct -They conduct their 
affairs in a clean, undefiled, upright 
and  straightforward  manner.  Their 
integrity is impeccable. They carry a 
very lofty mien. 
8. Perfect in propriety - They are 
courteous to everyone, never arro-
gant  or  condescending.  Although 
they exude a majestic deportment, 
they  do  not  bully  people.  When 
meeting someone, they first bow in 
greeting and then inquire of their well
-being. They are never rude. 
9. Praised by their superiors - They 
are spoken of highly by their superi-
ors, “So-and-so, you’ve done a great 
job!” They were highly praised by 
their superiors in everything they did. 
10. Looked up to by their subordi-
nates – People look up to an elder. 
Everyone wishes him the best.  They 
wish him to become a high official, to 
become wealthy, to have all good 
things come his way. Why? It is be-
cause he enjoys giving to others and 
helping others. He will use his wealth 
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and position for the good of the people. 
As a high official, he can bring blessings 
to the people. Hence, the masses look up 
to him. 
 
Laypeople refers to cultivators who are 
householders.  They  cultivate  in  their 
households. 
 
        The elders and laypeople were also 
prepared to make food offering to the 
Sangha at the same time. They were 
also aware of the merit and virtue de-
rived from making offerings to the Tri-
ple Jewel on such an important day, the 
Day of the Buddha’s Rejoicing, the Day 
of the Sangha’s Pravarana. Probably the 
vegetarian food they prepared in no way 
compared to the delicacies offered by 
the king, so the text makes no mention of 
superb or wonderful flavors. So, I do not 
need to drool, and you do not need to 
follow me drool, saving us all a lot of 
unnecessary matters. 
 
         And they stood waiting for the 
Buddha to come and receive offerings. 
They stood in their doorways waiting for 
the Buddha to come and receive their 
offerings, anticipating, “He’ll come to 
my house today.” “He’s going to receive 
my offerings.” 
 
         Not  only did they wait  for the 
Buddha, but also for the lofty and virtu-
ous members of the Sangha to come and 
accept their offerings.  So sincere were 
they that they remained kneeling during 
their wait. In the present time Thailand, 
Myanmar, and Sri Lanka, donors kneel 
to make their offerings to the Sangha. 
When a member of the Sangha comes 
along, they put their food offering to his 
alms bowl and then bow to him. The 
sangha then returns to the monastery to 
eat the food offered to them. 
 

 (To be continued ...) 
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 (Continued from issue #255)  
A young boy thirteen years old named Shen Hui, who 
was from a Gao family in Xiang Yang, came from Yü 
Ch’üan to pay homage. The Master said, “The Know-
ing One’s journey must have been tedious and exhaust-
ing. Did you bring the ‘original’ with you? If you have 
the ‘original’, you should know the owner. Try to ex-
plain it to me.” 
Shen Hui said, “I take non-dwelling as the original and 
seeing as the owner.” 
The Master said, “This Shramanera imitates the talk of 
others.” 
Shen Hui then asked, “High Master, when you sit in 
Ch’an, do you see or not?” 
The Master hit him three times with his staff and said, 
“When I hit you, does it hurt or not?”He replied, “It 
both hurts and does not hurt.” 
The Master said, “I both see and not see.” 
Shen Hui asked, “How can you both see and not see?” 
The Master said, “What I see is the transgression and 
error of my own mind. I do not see the right, wrong, 
good, or bad of other people. This is my seeing and not 
seeing. How can you say it both hurts and does not 
hurt? If it does not hurt you are like a piece of wood or a 
stone, but if it does hurt you are just like a common 
person and will give rise to hatred. My ‘seeing and not-
seeing’ are two principles;  your ‘hurting and not-
hurting’ are dharmas of production and extinction. You 
have not even seen your own nature and yet you dare to 
taunt others.” 
Shen Hui bowed, apologized, and thanked the Master. 
 
         Shen Hui was an exceptional child. Brushing aside 
concerns for his physical body, he strived against all odds 
in his quest for dharma. He came from Great Master Shen 
Hisu’s Yu quan Temple in distant Hubei. Young as he was, 
he had a great resolve and magnanimity. Discerning that 
Shen Hsiu didn’t have the genuine Buddha dharma, he set 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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out  for  the  Sixth  Patriarch’s  Wayplace, 
about  two  thousand  miles  away.  He 
threaded on despite blistered feet. When his 
shoes  fell  apart,  he  walked  barefooted. 
Oblivious to the pain when rocks and slivers 
of glass on the road cut into his feet, he 
continued to walk, tearing up his robe to 
bandage his bleeding feet. He kept on until 
he arrived at the Sixth Patriarch’s Wayplace. 
He bowed in respect to the Sixth Patriarch. 
When the Sixth Patriarch saw him, he knew 
that he had undergone a lot of difficulties. 
 
         Great  Master  Sixth  Patriarch  said, 
“Good Knowing Advisor, you have been 
through a very tedious and exhausting jour-
ney.  Have you recognized your  original 
self? If you have attained your original self 
and have clearly understood your mind and 
nature, then you should be cognizant of the 
host - the original Buddha-nature. Now, tell 
me about it!” 
 

          This child was very naughty, so he 
said, “I take ‘not dwelling anywhere’ as my 
original face and ‘seeing my nature’ as the 
host.” 
 

          The Sixth Patriarch admonished him, 
“Young shramenera! You’re just copying 
other people’s words. You are impetous. 
You pretend to know what you do not know, 
to understand what you do not understand, 
and to see what you do not see. You are 
simply  mimicking  other  people’s  verbal 
zen. You just repeated what others said. It 
did not come from your self-nature.” 
 
          Young Shen Hui had a lot of gall. He 
dared to debate with the Sixth Patriarch, 
countering, “High Master, when you sit in 
meditation, do you see or not see?” 
 
          This child was wild and difficult to 
teach. The Patriarch, not being an ordinary 
person, gave no ordinary answer. He hit 
Shen Hui three times with his staff and 
asked, “Does that hurt?”  
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        It is not known whether Shen Hui be-
came intimidated at that moment, or whether 
he cried or not. 
 
        Shen Hui answered, “It hurts and does 
not hurt.” 
 
        The Great Master said, “I see and not 
see.” 
 
        Shen Hui asked, “What do you mean by 
see and not see?” 
 
        The Master replied, “What is ‘seeing’?  I 
constantly see the false thinking in my mind。
I keep an eye on my evil false thinking and 
immediately put a stop to it. What is ‘not-
seeing’?  I do not see or speak of others’ faults 
and evil-doing. Hence, I said ‘seeing and not-
seeing’.” 
 
        (All of you learning the Buddhadharma 
should pay attention to this. You should prac-
tice ‘seeing and not-seeing’. See your own 
faults and do not see others’ faults. As said, 
“The unwholesome and wrong actions  of 
others will bring them their corresponding 
karmic retributions. Don’t be like a watchdog 
watching someone else’s door. With nothing 
of its own, the dog watches other people’s 
door.) 
 
         The Master continued, “How can you 
explain your ‘hurt and not-hurt’? If you don’t 
hurt, you are just like a piece of wood or rock. 
If you do hurt, you are a non-enlightened 
commoner. When hurt, you become afflicted 
and angry, the fire of your temper flares. See-
ing and not-seeing are two sides of principles. 
Hurting and not-hurting are dharmas of pro-
duction and extinction. You haven’t even seen 
your own nature and yet you have the nerve to 
come here and taunt me?” 
 
        Shen Hui immediately realized that what 
he had said was paltry and flawed. He bowed 
in gratitude to the Sixth Patriarch and ac-
knowledged his faults.  
 

 (To be continued ...) 
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 Tightened too much, and it will snap.  
Slacked, and it will be loose.  

Neither tightened nor slacked,  
it will turn out right. 

 
        The Dharma-door of investigating Chan requires you to 
stay mindful thought after thought. At all times, you should 
return the light and reflect within. Do not be tense or slack. 
As said,  

When too tight, it will snap.  
When slackened, it will be loose. 

Neither tight nor slackened, 
and it will turn out right. 

 
        Being neither tense nor slack is following the Middle 
Way. You should adhere to this when walking, standing, 
sitting and lying down. Once you deviate from the Middle 
Way, you missed the ultimate meaning of the Middle Way. 
 
       When investigating Chan, you must be impartial, not 
leaning to one side. Do not go too far, and do not fail to go far 
enough. If you go too far, or not far enough, it is not the 
Middle Way. Not falling into the two extremes of emptiness 
and existence is the Middle Way. As said, “The Middle Way 
is neither emptiness nor existence.” It means the Middle Way 
is True Emptiness with Wonderful Existence. Do not be at-
tached to true emptiness; do not be obstructed by wonderful 
existence. You can neither grasp nor renounce true emptiness 
and wonderful existence. You cannot take hold of them or let 
go of them. That is the state of true emptiness and wonderful 
existence. 
 
        People who practice with vigor should finish what they 
started in order to attain what they set out to accomplish. As 
said, “Carry it through from beginning to end.” Do not “let it 
out in the sun for one day and freeze it for the next ten days.” 
Do not retreat in the face of difficulty, or give up halfway. 
That is the behavior of losers. The ancients said,  
 

In cultivating the Way, be not afraid of going slow;  
be afraid of standing still. 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

Doing It Just Right is the Middle Way 
 

 
An Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua  
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         In your daily investigation of Chan, be mindful of your 
own meditation topic, and slash through all your idle thoughts 
with your Vajra-jeweled sword of wisdom. When idle think-
ing is cutoff, wisdom will arise. With wisdom-light, you can 
smash through the gloom of ignorance. Once ignorance is 
eliminated, you can transcend the Three Realms, unbounded 
by birth-and-death. This means you have trounced your way 
out of the wheel of life (i.e. the twelve links of conditioned  
coproduction). 
 
          Those who vigorously cultivate the Way must have pa-
tience. No matter how hard it is, you must bear it patiently. 
With patience, you can reach the other shore. When you join 
the 7-day Chan Session, do not be afraid of hardship. As said, 
“At the end of bitterness comes sweetness.” If you do not start 
at the very bottom, you cannot reach the very top. A ten-
thousand-feet-high skyscraper is built from the ground up, not 
in mid-air. Therefore, Chan cultivators must start with the 
basics, which is getting rid of idle thoughts. If you can stop 
your idle thoughts, then at that point,  
 

The moon manifests in the waters of a pure heart;  
No clouds appear in the sky ofa calm mind. 

 
When the heart is at peace, all problems disperse. When the 
mind is still, the myriad things are in harmony. As said,  

When the mind is still and thoughts severed,  
it is genuine wealth.  

When devoid of all selfish desires,  
it is genuine fields of blessings. 

 
         Investigating Chan is getting rid of the false and keeping 
the true. It is like panning for gold -- Looking for gold dust in 
the sand -- that is a difficult task. Nevertheless, if you want to 
find gold pellets, you need to patiently sift through the sand. 
Do you want to understand your intrinsic Buddha-nature? Do 
you want to understand your mind and see your nature? If you 
answered yes, then you must patiently practice, study and 
investigate the Way. Once you have invested sufficient time 
and effort, you will suddenly gain thorough understanding of 
the principles and become enlightened, realizing, “Ah! So this 
is it!” 
 
         When you are on the right track to investigating Chan, 
there is no need to meddle in other people's business. Every-
one should be diligently investigating the question, “Who is 
mindful of the Buddha?” No matter what happens, you will 
have to find out "who" it is referring to, only then can you 
stop. When the intensity of your efforts has reached its peak, 
there will be good news. 
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        Sitting in full-lotus posture means putting your 
left foot on your right thigh, and then putting your 
right foot on your left thigh. The reason for this is the 
left leg is yang and the right leg is yin. When sitting 
in meditation, the left leg, which is yang, is on top, 
and the right leg, which is yin, is below. This is like 
the Limitless giving rise to the Absolute, and the 
Absolute giving rise to the two primordial forms of 
yin and yang. If it is more convenient for you to put 
the left leg below and the right leg on top, it is okay. 
The Dharma is not fixed, and the choice depends on 
individual preference. Do not be fixated on following 
the posture. What I teach you – to put your left leg 
atop your right leg –it is just a method. It is not a hard 
and fast rule you must follow by. 
 
         In general, full-lotus sitting posture makes it 
easier for you to enter samadhi. If you can enter 
Samadhi while walking, then it is not necessary to sit. 
Whenever you are in the state of samadhi, you have 
no idle thought, not even a single thought arises in 
your mind. Even a single speck of dust does not de-
file you. If you can constantly maintain in this state 
whether it be walking, sitting, reclining or unmoving, 
then you are being vigorous. Working vigorously 
may apply even if you are not sitting in meditation. 

 

          (The End of the Article) 

 

 

 

  

 

(Continuing from page 15)  
not afraid, why should we worry for them? There-
fore, we do not worry and we are not afraid of people 
not abiding by the rules, nor are we afraid of people 
following rules. Why? Because one plants whole-
some roots by following rules; and the more whole-
some roots you plant the better. There is no fear of 
having too many good roots. Therefore there is 
nothing to be afraid of within the proper dharma 
Way Place. 
 
         Bright illumination pervades a Way Place of 
proper dharma. When you come and you abide by 
the rules, you learn. When you come and you do not 
abide by the rules, you suffer a big loss. That is why 
the Venerable Master often said, “What would you 
prefer --- taking a loss when alive, or suffering a big 
loss after death?” However, this only applies to those 
who are cognizant and wary of cause-and-effect and 
those who are willingly to accept these teachings.  

 
 (To be continued ...) 
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   A new beginning, gives us another 
chance to do what the Venerable Master had 
hoped we would do --- to improve and re-
form. Do not let time pass in vain. We must 
continuously improve and reform, watch 
our mind, and steer towards what is whole-
some and proper to better ourselves. 
 
  In everything that we do, we are the 
recipient of the corresponding retributions. 
If we do a wholesome deed out of a sincere 
mind, the subsequent wholesome fruit is 
ours to bear. If our conduct originates from 
an afflicted mind, then the end retribution is 
also ours to endure. Buddhism is most fair. 
Whether we do good or evil, the corre-
sponding retribution lands on ourselves, not 
others.  There is no substitution during ret-
ribution. our parents, siblings, and spouses 
cannot take our place. Therefore, the Bud-
dha taught us, “Such is the cause; such is the 
effect.” 
 
  If we fail to establish a firm footing in 
our understanding and beliefs in the princi-
ple of cause-and-effect, learning Buddhism 
would not help liberate us. It is not that 
Buddhism cannot help us attain liberation, 
rather, it is that we have not entered the 
stream of Buddhadharma and we failed to 
use the Buddha’s wisdom dharma to liberate 
ourselves  from afflictions  and transgres-
sions. Hence, we must improve and reform. 
 
  First, I hope everyone will treasure 
your good roots, nourish your good roots 
and put it to good use. We must allow these 
good roots to grow deep and sprout up-
wards. We must not be complacent, because 

 一切往好的去做 往對的去做  

Constantly Improve and Reform  
Doing all that is wholesome; doing all that is right.  

 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng  Shr  on February 28, 2016, 
during Lunch at  Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Medicine Master Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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 there are no complacent Arhats, no compla-
cent  Bodhisattvas,  and  no  complacent 
Buddhas. Therefore, bowing repentance is to 
repent of the afflictions accumulated outside 
of our own Buddha nature. If we do not re-
pent all of these offenses we have committed 
outside of our luminous Buddha nature, then 
we  do  not  have  any  affinities  with  the 
Dharma Door of Repentance. 
 
  Many people come to attend the session 
of bowing repentance, but it is possible that  
in the future, they may still end up in the 
hells. Some living beings, who had never 
bowed repentance in the past and who have 
since fallen into extreme suffering are now 
seeking relief from this suffering. With one 
session of sincere repentance bowing, it can 
eradicate many offenses. 
 
  The worst thing we living beings do, is 
taking our own birth-and-death as a joke. 
This is most foolish and upside down.  Do not 
take everything for granted. Do not use your 
afflicted minds to understand the Buddha’s 
wisdom. How can we experience the bright-
ness of the Buddha’s wisdom or claim to be 
the Buddha’s disciples if we do not use our 
minds properly? 
 
  Hence, constantly improve and reform. 
Doing all that is wholesome; doing all that is 
right.  Within the proper path, do the goods. 
Purify our minds and strengthen our resolve. 
Only by doing so can we save ourselves by 
bowing repentance. Right now, we are taking 
across our own selves, so we must do the 
work ourselves. Otherwise, the Buddha can-
not help us either. It is up to us whether, you 
believe it or not. 
 
  At the City of Dharma Realm, two of the 
students  are  siblings  (brother  and sister). 
They are Americans. The elder brother is a 
first grader.  The sister is only 5 years old and 
has never been to the Wayplace. Through a 
friend’s recommendation, they came to visit 
the school. The parents deemed the school 
environment very good, so they brought their 
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 two kids to try out the school. After a few days, they 
transferred their kids from a different private school to 
the elementary school in CDR. 
 
  They are two very young and clueless Americans 
who have never been to the Wayplace. The younger 
sister at the time was attending kindergarten. Despite 
her young age, she was intelligent and keenly obser-
vant. During lunchtime, she watched how everyone 
walked and lined up to get food–After they got food 
she noticed how everyone walked back to his/her seat. 
 
  In the Wayplace, we follow specific seating ar-
rangement in the Dining Hall, i.e. monastics are seated 
first, then the laity. There is also a division between 
men’s side and women’s side.  Seated in the third row 
in the back, the little sister saw her brother who sat 
right in front. Following behind us, the brother like-
wise walked to the food counter to fill his plate, just 
like everyone else. The brother was  also just clever. 
After getting his share of food, he decided to take a 
shortcut route back to his seat instead of going back to 
his seat  using the same route as before.  The younger 
sister was watching carefully and noticed he had made 
a mistake. Wordlessly, she immediately stopped her 
brother using hand gestures. She made a circle with her 
hand, indicating how he should return back to his seat. 
The elder brother listened to his sister and walked 
properly back to his seat. This happened a second time. 
The brother once again tried  to follow the lazy path 
back to his seat, but his sister stopped him short in his 
tracks. 
 
  I feel that environment is very important because 
what a person sees with the eyes or hears with the ears 
makes an imprint in one’s mind. The siblings are 
Westerners and have never been to the Wayplace. 
Nevertheless, they knew to conform to the rules. By 
observing how the Dharma Masters walk, how the 
teachers walk and how the students walk, they knew 
how one should walk. Hence, I would say that one 
could discern the manifestations of wholesome roots. 
 
  At the Wayplace, we are not afraid of other peo-
ple not following the rules. Why, because those who do 
not follow rules are not afraid of suffering. If they are  
 
  

(Continuation in Page 12)   
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2017 11 12    Schedule of Weekly Events –  November and December of 2017 

  

11/5 (                                           
 

Return to Standard Time at 2:00 am 

 Dharma Assembly of  Celebration of  Gwan 
Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving home  

 Recitation of Universal Door Chapter  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Recitation of  Great Compassion Mantra  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

11/12 (                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 
                

11/18 ~ 11/26 The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang   
                  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
11/18 7:30 pm Purifying the Boundaries 

11/19 8:00 am Start of Repentance Ceremony 
11/26 Completion of Repentance Ceremony 

12/3(                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 
                

12/10(                                            Recitation of  Great Compassion Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

12/17(                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

12/24(                                           Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 
                  

12/31(                                            Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday 
 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


