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智愚真妄頌 

智者求真不離妄 

愚人執妄而迷真 

智愚二相用萬殊 

真妄一如體無礙 
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Wisdom & Stupidity, Authentic & False 
Wise ones seek the authentic without alienating the false. 

Stupid ones cling to the false while enchanted with the authentic. 

The two marks – wisdom and stupidity – function in myriad ways. 

The One Suchness – authentic and false – is unimpeded in its substance. 
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(Continued from issue #254)  
 
         The Immortal’s Kalavinka-sound 
pervaded the ten directions and Bo-
dhisattvas as numerous as the sands of 
the  Ganges  gathered at  the  Bodhi-
manda with Manjushri as their leader. 
The above texts are descriptive.  Vener-
able Ananda added them during the com-
pilation of the Sutra Canon to describe 
the supreme adorned Wayplace. Can all 
see it?  All can hear it but it is not for sure 
that everyone can see the Bodhisattvas as 
many as the sands of the Ganges River.  If 
commoners can see them, then the land of 
India may not be big enough to accom-
modate them. So, how was it?  The Bo-
dhisattvas came through empty space.  
Throughout the empty space, there can be 
Bodhisattvas as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges River.  Since empty space is 
empty, it can accommodate all Bodhi-
sattvas and each can have their own seat.  
Even the retinue of the Bodhisattvas can 
come to this Wayplace. 
 
          Therefore,  when  you investigate 
the  sutra,  at  this  point,  you  should 
‘contemplate with your mind and not 
with  words’.   Only  sages  who  have 
opened the Five-Eyes can see and reckon 
this phenomenon. At that time, Venerable 
Ananda was replete with the Five-Eyes.  
He has superb memory and never forget 
what he saw.  Hence, during the compi-
lation of the Sutra Canon, he wrote it 
down. How did he know that the Bodhi-
sattvas were in the empty space? Think 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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about it, Bodhisattvas as numerous as the 
Sands of the Ganges River.  Its number is 
countless.  The Sands of the Ganges River 
can only be contained in the Ganges River in 
India.  If Bodhisattvas as numerous as the 
Sands of the Ganges River were to   fill up 
land space in India, then the entire land space 
in India could be crammed! It might create a 
stampede and many people may die!  How-
ever, the countless Bodhisattvas were all in 
empty space. Hence, even though their num-
ber is  as numerous as the Sands of the 
Ganges River, there is room to accommodate 
them all. 
 
At that time, King Prasenajit, for the sake 
of his father, the late king, arranged on 
the day of mourning a vegetarian feast 
and invited the Buddha to the side rooms 
of the palace. He welcomed the Tathagata 
in person with a vast array of superb 
delicacies of unsurpassed wonderful fla-
vors and himself invited the great Bodhi-
sattvas. 
 
          King Prasenajit, whose name means 
“moonlight”, was born in India on the same 
day the Buddha was born. When the Buddha 
entered the world, a light illumined the entire 
country. King Prasenajit’s father thought the 
light was associated with the birth of his son, 
so he named him “Moonlight”.  
 
          For the sake of his father, the late 
king, arranged on the day of mourning a 
vegetarian feast. The fifteenth day of the 
seventh month was also the death anniver-
sary of King Prasenajit’s father. It was called 
the day of mourning, since one chooses to 
not speak explicitly of one’s father’s death 
because of the pain and sorrow involved. To 
call to mind the demise of one’s parents is 
painful for the filial ones. Reminiscing how 
good their parents were to them, they feel 
deep regret for being unable to repay their 
parents’ kindness with sufficient filial piety. 
Although not verbally expressed, everyone 
knew it was the death anniversary of King 
Prasenajit’s father.  
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         Why do good deeds on this day?  One does good 
deeds and makes offerings on such a day in order to 
rescue one’s father and mother from the hells and secure 
for them rebirth in the heavens. The fifteenth day of the 
seventh lunar month marks the completion of summer 
retreat for left-home people. It is called ‘self-confession 
at the close of summer retreat’. Pravarana is held on the 
fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth day of the seventh 
lunar month, during which all left-home people cross-
examine among themselves and confess if they have 
committed any offenses. Hence, it is also called ‘self-
confession’—to allow anyone to speak freely of one’s 
fault, without giving rise to affliction or anger. 
 
          As I have explained earlier, ‘Pravarana’ is from 
the fifteenth day of the fourth lunar month to the fif-
teenth day of the seventh lunar month.  This 90-day 
period is called ‘passing the summer in retreat’.  This is 
a dharma in Buddhism. During this period, left-home 
people cease to travel.  Why? Because they want to 
protect the lives of the ants and insects along the road.  
In summer, ants and insects are abundant.  If one travels 
and walks on the road, one is afraid to harm these tiny 
creatures.  At the completion of summer retreat is 
‘adjourn regulation’, also called ‘close of summer re-
treat’.  We have discussed earlier ‘self-confession at 
close of summer retreat’. 
 
          The fifteenth marks the Ullambana Festival. Now 
we will talk about the origin of the Ullambana Dharma 
Assembly. When Mahamaudgalyayana first obtained 
the six spiritual penetrations, he contemplated on the 
whereabouts of his mother and discovered that she had 
fallen into the hells. Why had his mother fallen into the 
hells? It was because when she was alive she liked to eat 
seafood, and most especially enjoyed eating fish-eggs. 
How many lives do you suppose there are in a mess of 
fish-eggs? A vast number. By devouring immeasurable 
quantities of fish-eggs, she had taken a vast number of 
lives.  She did not  believe in  the Buddha and the 
Dharma. She was disrespectful and slanderous of the 
Sangha. Overall, she neither believe nor respect the 
Triple Jewel. These offenses, plus that of having taken 
countless lives, prompted her falling into the hells upon 
her death. Even though Maudgalyayana had attained the 
Six Spiritual Penetrations, he could not save her. 
 
         Seeing his mother enduring so much suffering in 
the hells, Maudgalyayana was distressed. His samadhi-
power was rattled. Using his spiritual penetrations, he 
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went to the hells. He took with him a bowl of 
rice for his mother. When his mother was 
alive, she was very stingy. She could not bear 
to give away or offer up anything. When asked 
to give a little money, her heart would ache; 
her liver and her flesh would too. It is like 
cutting off a piece of her flesh. That is how she 
was. Now that her son brought her a bowl of 
rice, what do you think she did? She grabbed it 
with her right hand and covered it with her left 
arm. Why did she cover it? She was afraid 
other hungry ghosts would steal her food. The 
place was full of ghosts, but she found a spot 
where there was none, and she stealthily took a 
bite of food. Who would have guessed that as 
soon as she put the food in her mouth, it turned 
to burning coals! She could not eat it! 
 
         Why was this? She was a hungry ghost, 
and – like all such ghosts – had a stomach as 
big as a bass drum and a throat as narrow as a 
needle. As a result, she could not eat. Even 
when she tried, her karmic obstacles caused 
the food to turn to burning coals. Confronted 
with this situation, Maudgalyayana, despite 
his spiritual penetrations, was powerless. He 
had no mantra to recite. Do you understand 
this?  It means that he did not know what 
mantra  he could recite.  Even his  spiritual 
penetration is useless.  At this point, he was 
very  anxious.  Therefore,  he  turned  to  his 
teacher for help. He used his spiritual penetra-
tions to bring himself  before the Buddha. 
Kneeling before the Buddha,  he implored, 
“My mother has fallen into the hells. I have 
come to seek the Buddha’s kindness and com-
passion to help me rescue her.”  
 

 (To be continued ...) 

 
(Continuing from page 13)  

 

         While in the Chan Hall, don't entertain any 
idle thoughts. If you do, you are just physically 
present, but your mind is out gallivanting in the 
world. Those reckless and confused thoughts will 
affect your resolve to cultivate. You should re-
member this! Never waste your time. Treasure 
every moment and opportunity to welcome the ad-
vent of enlightenment! If you prepared well, you 
won't be sorry. Otherwise, it's all empty words. 

 (The End of the Article) 
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 (Continued from issue #254)  
The Master said, “Impermanence is just the Buddha nature 
and permanence is just the mind discriminating good and 
evil dharmas.” “High Master, your explanation contradicts 
the Sutra text!” Xing Ch’ang said. 
The Master said, “I transmit the Buddha’s mind-seal. How 
could I dare to contradict the Buddhas’ Sutras?”Xing 
Ch’ang replied, “The Sutra says that the Buddha nature is 
permanent; the High Master says that it is impermanent. 
The Sutra says that good and evil dharmas, up to the Bodhi 
Mind, are impermanent; the High Master says that they are 
permanent. These contradictions intensify your student’s 
doubts and delusions.” 
The Master said, “In the past, I once heard Bhikshuni Wu 
Jin Zang recited the Nirvana Sutra. Afterwards, I explained 
the sutra to her. There was not one word or principle that 
did not accord with the Sutra text. My explanation to you 
now is the same.” 
Xing Ch’ang replied, “Your student’s ability to understand 
is shallow. I wish the High Master to please explain fur-
ther?” 
The Master said, “Do you know that if the Buddha nature 
were permanent, then it is not necessary to speak of good 
and evil dharmas. To the end of eons, not one person pro-
duced the Bodhi Mind. Therefore, I said the Buddha nature 
is impermanent. That is exactly what the Buddha explained 
as the meaning of true permanence. If the myriad dharma 
were impermanent, all things would have a self-nature 
subject to birth and death, and the true permanent nature 
would not pervade all places. Therefore, I said it is perma-
nent. That is exactly what the Buddha explained as the 
meaning of true impermanence. Commoners and heretics 
cling to deviant views of permanence; those of the Two Ve-
hicles (Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas) always insist on 
impermanence. Together, they formed the eight topsy-turvy 
views. For this reason, the Buddha expounded the ultimate 
Nirvana teaching to smash their prejudiced views. He 
clearly explained true permanence, true bliss, true self, and 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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true purity. You now contradict this meaning by 
relying on words, taking annihilation as imperma-
nence and getting fixated on lifeless permanence. 
You have misinterpreted the perfectly wonderful 
subtle last words of the Buddha. If you continue 
this way, it would be useless even if you read the 
Nirvana Sutra a thousand times.” 
 
         The Great Master said, “Impermanence is just the 
Buddha nature and permanence is just the mind dis-
criminating good and evil dharmas.” Thinking that the 
Sixth Patriarch had said it wrong, Xing Chang said, 
“High Master, your explanation contradicts the Sutra 
text!”. 
 
      The Great Master said, “I transmit the Buddha’s 
mind-seal. How could I dare to contradict the Buddhas’ 
Sutras?” 
 
         Xing Chang said, “It says in the Nirvana Sutra 
that the Buddha nature is permanent, yet the High 
Master said impermanent. It says that good and evil 
dharmas, up to the Bodhi Mind, are impermanent, yet 
the High Master said permanent. These contradictions 
make me more doubtful and confused.” 
 
         The Great Master said, “In the past, I once heard 
Bhikshuni Wu Jin Zang read the Nirvana Sutra. After-
wards, I explained the sutra to her. There was not one 
word or principle that did not accord with the Sutra 
text. My explanation to you now is the same.” 
 
         Xing Chang replied, “Your student’s ability to 
understand is shallow. I wish the High Master to please 
explain further.” 
 
The Great Master said, “You should know that when 
the Buddha said that Buddha nature is permanent, his 
intention is to break the attachment of those fixated in 
impermanence. When the Buddha said that Buddha 
nature is impermanent, it is intended for those attached 
to permanence. If you say that the Buddha nature is 
permanent, then there is no good and evil dharmas to 
speak  of.  Living  beings  would  have  all  become 
Buddhas. There would be no need to speak the Dharma 
for them to take them across. How come no one truly 
resolve for Bodhi for so many great kalpas past? If the 
Buddha nature is permanent, everyone should have 
resolved for Bodhi and should have become a Buddha.  
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For this reason, I said that the Buddha nature is im-
permanent. Otherwise, everyone would have be-
come a Buddha without cultivating the Way. So, my 
explanation of the Buddha nature as impermanent is 
exactly what the Buddha meant when he spoke of 
the principle of inextinguishable true permanence.” 
 
         “Furthermore, if the myriad dharma were im-
permanent, all things would have a self-nature and 
should no longer be subject to birth and death. How 
come they are still subject to birth and death? If 
everything has the nature of true permanence, then it 
would not pervade all places. What I told you about 
permanence is exactly what the Buddha explained as 
the meaning of true impermanence.” 
 
         Basically, the Buddha nature is neither perma-
nent nor impermanent. That is the ultimate principle 
of the middle way. Then why did the Sixth Patriarch 
say that it was impermanent? Why did he say that 
the mind which discriminates good and evil was 
permanent? He did it to rid Xing Chang of his at-
tachments. The Buddhadharma serves as an antidote 
to living beings’ attachments. Once you are rid of 
attachments, you do not need the Buddhadharma. 
The Buddhadharma is neither permanent nor imper-
manent. The Sixth Patriarch spoke the dharma ac-
cording to the potential of the living being. He used 
this opportunity to rid Xing Chang of his attach-
ments. It is not that he said the same thing to every-
one. 
 
         The  Sixth  Patriarch  told  Xing  Chang, 
“Commoners and heretics cling to deviant perma-
nence;  Shravakas  and  Pratyekabuddhas  mistake 
permanence for impermanence. These two groups 
each have four topsy-turvy views, making eight in 
all. Originally, there were four topsy-turvy views. 
However, people’s status and way of thinking dif-
fers, plus those with the two dispositions, forming 
the eight topsy-turviness. All the principles are ex-
pounded based on the potential of the recipient. You 
can either say it  is  permanent or impermanent. 
Commoners and heretics turn the four marks of 
conditioned existence upside-down, saying: 1. The 
suffering of conditioned existence is bliss;2. Its im-
permanence is permanent;3. Its impurity is pure; 4. 
Its “no-self” is “self.” 
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       Those of the Two Vehicles turn the four virtues 
of Nirvana upside-down, saying: 1. The bliss of 
Nirvana is suffering; 2. Its permanence is imperma-
nent; 3. Its purity is impure; 4. Its “self” is “no-self.” 
All in all, these form the eight topsy-turviness. 
 
         In the ultimate Nirvana teaching, categorized 
as the perfect and wonderful flavor of ghee, the 
Buddha smashed the prejudiced views of the com-
moners and those of the Two Vehicles. He clearly 
explained the principles of true permanence, true 
bliss, true self, and true purity. Now, you follow the 
Buddha’s words but contradict the principles he 
taught. Taking annihilated impermanence and life-
less permanence, you misinterpret the most perfect 
and the most subtly wonderful last words of the 
Buddha. Even if you read the Nirvana Sutra a thou-
sand times, it is useless. 
 
Xing Chang suddenly became greatly enlight-
ened and spoke this verse: 
 

To those who hold impermanence in mind, 
the Buddha speaks of the permanent nature; 

Not knowing expedients is likened to 
pebble-picking from spring ponds. 

But now, without an effort 
the Buddha nature manifests; 
The Master did not transmit it, 
And I did not obtain a thing. 

 
The Master said, “Now you have thoroughly un-
derstood!  You  should  be  called  ‘Chih 
Che’ (resolve to thoroughly understand).” Chih 
Che bowed in gratitude to the Master, and with-
drew. 
 
         Hearing  the  Master’s  explanations,  Xing 
Chang was suddenly enlightened and spoke a verse.  
 
         I am attached to the notion of impermanence, 
so the Buddha spoke the nature of permanence. Not 
recognizing what the Buddha said as expedient 
teaching, I was like collecting pebbles from the 
bottom of a pool, utterly useless. Now, effortlessly, I 
returned to the source and returned to my home-
town. The perfect and wonderful Buddha nature 
manifests. Suddenly I am enlightened, clearly see-
ing my mind and self-nature. But this enlightenment 
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was not given to me by the Sixth Patriarch. This at-
tainment is actually no attainment. This has been my 
inherent wisdom. Hence, not a single dharma was ob-
tained. 
 
         The Sixth Patriarch certified him, saying, “Now 
that you are enlightened, I’ll give you the name ‘Chih 
Che. Do you like this name?” 
 
         Chih Che said, “This is a nice name.” He bowed 
in gratitude to the Master, and withdrew. 
    

 (To be continued ...) 

  

 

 
 

  

 

  

(Continuing from page 15)  
 

          First, he knew his time of passing in advance. 
Second, his crown stayed warm. Third, he knew he 
would leave his retribution body quickly. All of these 
transpired. He said, “Because I did not uphold the pre-
cepts as strictly, therefore, I would be reborn in the 
superior grade of the lower level in Pure Land. But, I 
would see Amitabha Buddha very quickly.” Because 
he had thoroughly investigated the principles of Chan 
and Teaching schools, along with the merit and virtue 
accumulated from engraving of sutras and reproduction 
of Buddha images, his efforts were not wasted.  
 
          At the time of his cremation, he looked the same 
as when he was alive, and his body was pliable. His 
body remained at room temperature, not becoming cold 
and stiff.  This is another auspicious sign. All of these 
demonstrate that his meritorious deeds were not in 
vain. We must make sure we are clear of where we are 
going and what path we are taking. Do not use our lazy 
man’s standards and aspire for rebirth in the Pure Land. 
We want to be reborn in the Pure Land, not in the Land 
of Lazy Ones. We must be very clear of the essential 
requirements. Otherwise, we may think we are working 
hard and feeling good about our own efforts, only to 
realize in the end we were on the wrong track. 
 
          I hope that everyone will do his/her best in being 
mindful of the Buddha. Recite the Buddha’s name well. 
Be single-minded and steadfast. If you sincerely recite 
the Buddha’s name to the point where neither water nor 
wind can penetrate your concentration, then there is 
hope that you will be reborn in the Pure Land. May 
everyone charge forth vigorously and race against 
time.` 

(The End of the Article) 
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  (Continued from issue #254)  
 

        People learning the Buddha dharma clearly know 
that the Four Boundless Minds, i.e. kindness, compas-
sion, joy, giving, are fundamental to the practice of the 
Bodhisattva path. Yet, they do not practice them. What 
use is it if you just understand the theory? Every day 
you study the Six Perfections,  but  when situation 
arises, you don't practice giving, you don't hold the 
precepts, you aren't patient, you aren't vigorous, you 
don't cultivate Chan samadhi, and you don't use wis-
dom. Tell me, what use is that? 
 
1. Giving. You are supposed to give others the gift of 
wealth or dharma. But when a situation arises, you 
don't practice giving. On the contrary, you want others 
to give to you, the more the better. “I won't give you 
anything, but you should give me something. I should 
gain profit, not take a loss.” There are many people 
with this attitude. 
 
2. Holding Precepts.  The whole world knows that 
upholding precepts  means  upholding precepts,  but 
when states manifest, people break the precepts instead 
of upholding them. Upholding the precepts means 
having a resolute mind. No matter what situation you 
encounter, you do not waver. “Faced with an avalanche 
in Mt. Tai, you remain unfazed. Presented with an at-
tractive man/woman, you remain unmoved.” With that 
kind of samadhi, you can turn states around. Whether 
the state is good or bad, pleasant or adverse, you re-
main calm and composed. When you don't give rise to 
discriminations, the wind calms down and the waves 
naturally subside. 
 
3. Patience.  You have to endure with patience all un-
pleasant situations. This is a test. If you made it 
through,  then you passed the test;  otherwise,  you 
failed. Everyone knows that patience can take us to the 
other shore (deliverance). Yet, when situations arise, 
we fail to be patient. Our fire of ignorance flares up sky
-high and scorches off all the merit and virtue we have 
accrued for years. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Chan Sessions Are for Seeking Enlightenment within a Set Period  
 

  
An Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua on August 20, 1979 in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 
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4. Vigor. Attending the Chan session is being vigorous. 
Everybody would like to be vigorous, but when the time 
comes, you aren't vigorous. You slack off and retreat in 
your cultivation, coming up with excuses to leave the 
Chan Hall such as needing to make some tea or to use 
the restroom. Or, to while away time in the kitchen sip-
ping tea. Before the session started, you said, “I'm going 
to work really hard in this Chan session.” After the ses-
sion started, you did not follow your words. You over-
turned all your former resolves. You deliberately break 
them. You know investigating Chan is good, but you 
still opt to be lazy. How should we deal with such a 
contradictory mind? In the Chan Hall, any participant 
who does not abide by the rules gets whacked with the 
incense board. Whack! Whack! Whack until they get 
enlightened. 
 
5. Chan Samadhi.  Now that you are investigating Chan, 
it is a good time to apply diligent effort. Why are you 
attending the Chan session? You want to focus your 
mind until there are no more idle thoughts, so that your 
wisdom can manifest. This is known as the “liberation 
of wisdom,” and in this Dharma-door, you aim for 
achievement within a scheduled time. 
 
6. Wisdom. Wisdom also enables you to reach the other 
shore and to end birth and death. But if a person slack-
ened off right before his wisdom comes forth, he missed 
the chance to become enlightened. Hence, when prac-
ticing Chan investigation, you must be diligent every 
minute and every second because you do not know at 
which particular moment you might get enlightened. 
Someone is idly thinking, “I don't want to have wisdom; 
my stupidity is just fine. If I don't understand anything, 
so be it!” You are simply fooling yourself, like the thief 
who covered his ears while stealing the bell. When it's 
time to die, you'll realize you've wasted your whole life, 
but by then it's too late for regrets. 
 
         Buddhism is just dawning in America and needs 
genuine and true practitioners of the Way. We must re-
alistically cultivate the Way. We must be single-minded 
in cultivating the Way. We must rectify our faults and 
renew ourselves. We must smash through our bad habits 
and be a good model for others. If we can do that, Bud-
dhism is sure to have a bright future. However, if from 
the onset there are no true cultivators as exemplars and 
nobody with great resolve for Bodhi, Buddhism will not 
flourish in the West. Therefore, the rise/fall of Buddhism 
is a great responsibility for all you young people. 
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       Guo Zhen (Heng Sure) and Guo Ting (Heng 
Chau), who are now sincerely cultivating the Way by 
doing the “Three Steps, One Bow” pilgrimage, are 
the trailblazing pioneers of Buddhism. They are do-
ing this not to seek blessings for themselves, but to 
seek for world peace. For more than two years, they 
have endured hunger, thirst, cold, heat, wind and 
rain. This kind of bitter cultivation is not something 
most people can do. They endure what others cannot 
endure, yield what others cannot yield, eat what oth-
ers cannot eat, and wear what others cannot wear. 
Come wind or rain, they never miss a bow. In the 
face of heat, cold, hunger, and thirst, they never 
slacken off. Every day they do the morning and eve-
ning recitations as usual, not allowing themselves to 
be lax at any moment. Their diligence and tenacity 
are spurn by their wish to spread Buddhism and make 
it flourish all over the world. These two cultivators 
are working so tirelessly not for personal fame or 
gain.  Rather, they took it as their duty to make Bud-
dhism flourish. Their spirit is truly commendable and 
serves as a motivation for all. 
 
        You should strive to emulate these two cultiva-
tors of “Three Steps, One Bow”. Regard them a mir-
ror to reflect upon yourself, "What have I contributed 
to Buddhism? Do I do everything for my own sake, 
or for the sake of Buddhism?" If everything I do is 
for my own sake, I ought to be greatly ashamed and 
immediately correct my improper behavior. If it is 
for Buddhism, I should work even harder, and make 
a determined effort to continuously propagate, sup-
port and safeguard Buddhism. I should earnestly 
make the resolve for Bodhi, and practice the Bodhi-
sattva Way without selfish intentions. In everything I 
do, I should prioritize on the peace and happiness of 
others, and not scheme for my own benefit. That's the 
true spirit of a Bodhisattva. 
 
         In the Chan Hall, you do walking and sitting 
meditation. Alternating between walking and sitting, 
you feel it is very grueling. In comparison to the ar-
duous path endured by the cultivators of the “Three 
Steps, One Bow”, this is much more comfortable. 
You should deeply realize this, and not let this op-
portunity go by in vain. If those two cultivators had 
not made the Bodhi resolve to walk the Bodhisattva 
Way, it would have been impossible to persevere to 
the very end. 

(Continuation in Page 5)   
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 (Continued from issue #254)  
 
         I will now share with you the story of 
Upasaka Yang Ren Shan. Do you know who 
Yang Ren Shan is? He was born in the Qing 
Dynasty, during Dao Guang period, and 
passed away at the age of 75 during the third 
year of Xuan Tong period. He was the 
founder of Jin Ling Sutra Engraving Press 
and  Distribution  Center.  The  wood-
engraved copies  of  our  Buddhist  Sutras 
came from his printing press. Furthermore, 
they did their best to recover long-lost sutras 
from all over the world. After proofreading 
what they retrieved, they proceeded to wood
-engrave the sutra text and attach the ap-
propriate Buddha images. 
 
         There were auspicious manifestations 
at the time of Upasaka Yang Ren Shan’s 
passing. There was a span of 50 days from 
the time he got sick to the time of his pass-
ing. Actually, he had recovered from his 
illness about one week before his passing. 
Before he got sick, he had made adequate 
endorsements pertaining to affairs at Jin Lin 
Sutra  Engraving  Press  and  Distribution 
Center.  He also set a meeting on August 
17th to elect a new chairman for the Center. 
Originally, he was the chairman. Later on, 
he slowly delegated his duties to others and 
made clear endorsements. 
 
         On  August  17th,  after  he  finished 
lunch, he asked, “What time is it?” They 
answered, “2 o’clock”. He repeated, “Ah, 2 
o’clock”. He then told them to start the 
meeting. Around 3 o’clock, a laity came to 
check on his well-being since he had just 
recovered from an illness in his advanced 

   
 

The Buddha dharma is in the world,  
and is never apart from worldly enlightenment. 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng  Gwei on November 29, 2015, 
during Lunch at  Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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 age. He asked, “What are you doing here? Hurry 
to the meeting. They are having some very inter-
esting discussions right now.” That was 3 pm. 
Hearing that, the laity obeyed and hurried to the 
meeting. 
 
         Shortly after the laity left, Upasaka Yang 
felt a little chilly. A female disciple who was 
attending to him brought him a jacket. Afterward, 
she noticed he seemed a bit out of the ordinary 
and asked him, “Honorable elder, let’s recite the 
Buddha’s name. Ok?” He replied, “Ok. It’s good 
to recite the Buddha’s name. It’s good to recite 
the Buddha’s name.”  He sat up immediately in 
full lotus position, reciting the Buddha’s name. 
After a couple minutes of recitations, he looked 
around for a few seconds then closed his eyes. In 
less than 10 minutes, he went into rebirth. 
 
         The first auspicious sign is he knew in ad-
vance the date and time of his passing. Second, he 
relinquished his retribution body peacefully, as if 
he was in Samadhi. Third, the crown of his head 
stayed warm when his entire body turned cold. 
He passed between 3-5 pm, but his body re-
mained warm until midnight. It started to cool 
down afterwards. The lingering warmth at his 
crown signifies rebirth in the Pure land. 
 
         Before he passed, he often held conversa-
tions with others, “I have been diligently studying 
and propagating the  Buddha dharma.  I  have 
complete faith and understanding of the Buddha 
dharma; yet, I have been a little lax in upholding 
the precepts and incurred some violations. Con-
sequentially, I will be reborn in the superior grade 
of the lower level in Pure Land. Nonetheless, I 
will see Amitabha Buddha very quickly. I have 
absolute faith in the Buddha and I have thor-
oughly investigated the teachings of the Chan 
School and Teaching School. Additionally, I ac-
crued merit and virtue from engraving sutras and 
painting Buddha images. At the end of my life, I 
will be reborn in the Pure Land quickly. There 
will be no delay. “Indeed, what he described was 
exactly what happened. This is the third auspi-
cious response. 
 

(Continuation in Page 10)   
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2017 9 10    Schedule of Weekly Events –  September and October of 2017 

  

9/3(                                           
 

 Great Strength Bodhisattva’s Birthday  
 Celebration of  Ullambana 8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

9/10(                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm 
                

9/17(                                              
Celebration of  Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday 

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

9/24(                                              Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  

10/1(                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 

10/8(                                            Gold Wheel Temple will be closed today.  

10/15(                                            Respecting Elders Day  9:00 am — 2:00 pm 

10/22(                                             Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  3:00 pm  
                  

10/29(                                           Recitation of Earth Store Sutra   8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


