
-1-     253 , 2017  5/6
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #253, May/June 2017 

—
 

憶前因頌  
 

一見如故憶前因 

藕斷絲連骨肉親 

頓知輪迴無底止   

去慾割愛斬情根 

 
Cultivating the Bodhi Path  

Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
 

Verse on Recollecting Past Causes 
Familiarity at first encounter arises from a recall of past causal conditions. 

Although split, bonded by filaments of bone‐flesh‐relations. 

Abruptly comprehending the bottomless limits of transmigration, 

Cast out desires and love, severe the roots of emotions. 
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(Continued from issue #252)  
 
Bodhisattvas from the ten directions who desired 
counsel, in order to resolve the doubts in their 
minds, were respectful and obedient to the Awesome 
but Compassionate One as they prepared to seek the 
Secret Meaning. 
 
         They were respectful and obedient to the Awe-
some but Compassionate One as they prepared to 
seek the Secret Meaning. They want to seek the doc-
trine that they failed to achieve with their wisdom and 
understanding. The Bodhisattvas did not understand the 
doctrine of the secret cause. Therefore, when they heard 
from the ten directions that Shakyamuni Buddha will 
speak the Shurangama Sutra and Shurangama Mantra, 
they all came—wishing to learn of the principle of the 
secret cause that leads to the complete meaning. Why 
do they want to listen? It’s because they don’t under-
stand! Hence you see, even the Bodhisattvas failed to 
understand this doctrine and they came for counsel to 
resolve their doubts! 
 
        And thus, the Shurangama Sutra is being lec-
tured—we want to understand what the Bodhisattvas 
failed to understand before. Because they did not un-
derstand the doctrines of the Sutra. If you now under-
stand and become enlightened, then you too, are Bo-
dhisattvas. Don’t disdain yourselves. Don’t say, “How 
can I understand the doctrines in which Bodhisattvas 
didn’t understand? I’d better quit now. I want to retreat 
and not waste time!” It is because these are doctrines 
that the Bodhisattvas themselves did not understand that 
you are now being taught to understand. 
 
         Just like the analogy: “Those on the water front 
are the first to see the rising moon”.  Brought about by 
our affinities with Shakyamuni Buddha, the Buddha 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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very quiet

proclaimed this dharma as a lasting legacy in 
this world. We now have the opportunity to 
understand doctrines that even the Bodhisatt-
vas had not understood. We are now in an 
advantageous position, even though we have 
been born after Shakyamuni Buddha spoke 
the Dharma. Who knows how long a road 
those Bodhisattvas in the Shurangama assem-
bly had to travel to get there? Not from our 
north, south, east, and west, perhaps, but from 
great distances from numberless other worlds.  
 
         Now we have encountered this sutra. We 
have great good roots and great affinities that 
enable us to listen to this Dharma taught to the 
Bodhisattvas. Don’t be afraid and think that 
since Bodhisattvas didn’t understand it, you 
shouldn’t attempt to study it. That’s a mis-
taken attitude. 
 
Then the Tathagata arranged his seat, sat 
quietly and peacefully, and for the sake of 
everyone in the assembly, proclaimed the 
profound and mysterious.  Those  in  the 
pure assembly at the banquet of Dharma 
obtained what they had never obtained be-
fore. 
 
          Then  refers  to  the  time  when  the 
Shurangama Sutra was spoken. It was a time 
when the teachings tally with the Way and 
conditions were appropriate – a time when the 
Shurangama Mantra was about to be pro-
claimed. Tathagata, one of the ten titles of the 
Buddha, has been explained already. 
 
         Arranged  his  seat  means  that  he 
opened his sitting-cloth, spread it out, and sat 
down on it. Because the Buddha has heard 
their request, he calmly sat down. Sat quietly 
and peacefully means the Tathagata sat “in 
purity”, in the manner of one absorbed in 
dhyana, that is, “in quiescence”.“Peacefully” 
means at ease; he did not knit his eyebrows 
together straining to display the pose of one 
meditating but was very relaxed, with the faint 
trace of a smile on his face, making those who 
saw him feel happy. This quiet peaceful style 
pleased those who looked at him and made 
them become resolved to learn from him. Why 
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did the Buddha arrange his seat and sit 
quietly and peacefully? It was because he 
wished to enter samadhi, and, in peace 
and quiet, contemplate the basic natures 
of living beings. 
 
         And for the sake of everyone in 
the assembly. In the “assembly” there 
were  twelve  hundred  fifty  Bhikshus, 
countless  Pratyekabuddhas  who  were 
beyond learning, Bodhisattvas from the 
ten directions, and many more, countless 
hundreds of thousands of myriads of mil-
lions who circumambulated the Buddha. 
In comparison, the number of people at-
tending our dharma assembly today is 
much less, only 20 to 30 people. How-
ever, an infinite number of ghosts and 
spirits have come to join us. Outside, 
countless  ghosts  are  listening  to  the 
dharma and boundless number of spirits 
are standing guard protecting this way-
place. If you don’t believe it, take a look; 
you won’t be able to count how many 
there are! 
 
         Proclaimed  the  profound  and 
mysterious. “Proclaim” means to explain 
clearly and teach. “Profound” refers to the 
deep  “secret  cause”.  “Mysterious  and 
wonderful” refer to the “complete mean-
ing”. He teaches the principle of the se-
cret  cause  that  leads  to  the  complete 
meaning. If the Buddha did not speak 
about the secret cause, you would have no 
way to know of it. If the Buddha did not 
explain  the  complete  meaning,  you 
wouldn’t be able to understand it.  
 
         The mysterious and wonderful is 
whatever you don’t know. What you al-
ready know you consider quite ordinary, 
but if you see something you have never 
tasted before, you’ll want to have a taste 
of it no matter what. Once you have a 
taste of it, you can say: “Ah, I know. This 
is the flavor!”  It is like last week, some-
one asked about walnut.  He said he had 
eaten it before in his past life, so when he 
ate it again in this life, he was just eating 
what he had eaten before.  If he hadn’t 
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eaten it before, he would always want to 
have a taste of it. 
 
         Why did the Bodhisattvas come de-
siring  to  understand  the  doctrine  more 
fully?  It was because they don’t compre-
hend the principles so they want to under-
stand  more,  and  Shakyamuni  Buddha, 
knowing what was in the minds of those in 
the Dharma assembly, proclaimed the pro-
found and mysterious principle. 
 
        Those in the pure assembly at the 
banquet of Dharma. Speaking Dharma is 
compared to giving living beings flavorful 
Dharma to taste. When you have eaten your 
fill of flavorful Dharma, you will realize 
Buddhahood. The banquet does not refer to 
an ordinary feast where wine is drunk and 
the like. This is just an analogy. You cannot 
simply say it refers to eat and drink.“Pure 
assembly” means that not one being who 
came to the assembly was unclean. All 
were pure in body and mind, without de-
filements. They did no evil and respectfully 
offered  up  good  conduct.  Defilement 
means one’s body is filthy and unclean. 
Since they did not engage in any improper 
or unwholesome behavior, they are referred 
to as the “pure assembly”. 
 
         Obtained what they had never ob-
tained  before.  What  do  you  mean  by 
‘never obtained before’?  It means that this 
kind of dharma was never heard of. This is 
the first time they had heard the wonderful 
Dharma, and so what they obtained was 
unprecedented.  Unprecedented  teaching 
also refers to the ninth of the Twelve Divi-
sions of the Buddhist Canon - Dharma that 
has never been spoken before. 
 

 (To be continued ...) 
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 (Continued from issue #252)  
    
Hearing this verse, Chih Ch’eng regretted 
his past mistakes, and expressed his grati-
tude in a verse. 
 

The five heaps, the body, all an illusion. 
How can this illusion be ultimate? 
If you tend toward True Suchness, 

the Dharma is not yet pure. 
 

          The five skandhas are not real. The 
body, too, is false. It is merely a combination 
of the four elements --  earth, water, fire, 
wind. Knowing this, you should not attach so 
much importance to it by looking for good 
food, good clothes, a nice place to live, or a 
good wife or husband. How do the four ele-
ments combine to form your body? The earth 
element comprises the solid parts of your 
body, e.g. skin, nails, bones, and muscles. 
The water element comprises the fluid com-
ponents, e.g. tears, mucus, saliva, excrement. 
The fire element is your body heat. The wind 
element  comprises  the  respiratory  move-
ments. After you die, each constituent of the 
body returns to its respective element, i.e. 
solid parts return to the earth element, fluid 
parts  return  to  the  water  element,  body 
warmth returns to the fire element, respira-
tory movements return to the wind element. 
Each has its point of return. But where do you 
go? You don’t know, do you? We are study-
ing the Buddha dharma in order to under-
stand this principle. The body, then, is noth-
ing but an illusory  transformation of the five 
skandhas and the four elements. 
 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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         How can this illusion be ultimate? If you tend toward 
true suchness, then you have not obtained the basic substance 
of the dharma, nor have you regained purity. Why? Because 
you still have the thought, “I’d like to go back to true such-
ness.” If you have even one thought, you have not obtained 
the basic substance. The basic substance of the dharma func-
tions independently and freely, without attachment. There is 
no grasping or relinquishing, no thinking of this or that. 
 
The Master agreed, and he said further to Chih Ch’eng, 
“Your Master’s precepts, concentration, and wisdom ex-
hort those of lesser faculties and lesser wisdom, while my 
precepts, concentration, and wisdom exhort those of great 
faculties and great wisdom. If you are enlightened to your 
self-nature, you do not set up in your mind the notion of 
Bodhi or of Nirvana or of the liberation of knowledge and 
vision. Without a single dharma set in the mind, the ten 
thousand dharmas can take root there. To understand this 
principle is to achieve the Buddha’s body, also called Bo-
dhi, Nirvana, and liberation of knowledge and vision. 
Those who see their own nature can either establish 
dharmas in their minds or not, as they choose. They come 
and go freely, without impediments or obstacles. They 
function correctly and speak appropriately, seeing all 
transformation bodies as integral with the self-nature. 
This way, they attain playful samadhi of ease and spiritual 
penetrations. This is called seeing the nature.” 
 
“Not bad,” said the Master, “Your view and comprehension 
are correct. You should know that my precepts, concentration, 
and wisdom are not the same as those of Shen Hsiu. His 
teaching is for people of lesser wisdom.”Here the Master 
describes the people of great wisdom for whom his teaching is 
intended. “They have awakened to the self-nature. They do 
not have notions of Bodhi, Nirvana, liberation of knowledge 
and vision, or knowledge and views. They have emptied eve-
rything. None of these dharmas exists for them. Not a single 
thing remains. 

Not establishing even a single dharma, 
All myriad dharmas, emptied. 

 
Since not a single dharma is established, they are able to set 
up the ten thousand dharmas. Although not a single dharma 
exists, the ten thousand dharmas are ever-present. Although 
the ten thousand dharmas are ever-present,  not a single 
dharma is established. If you understand this principle, you 
are instantly a Buddha. If you understand this dharma, you 
may call it Bodhi, Nirvana, or liberation of knowledge and 
vision. You may call it anything you like, provided you have 
understood. If you have not understood, you cannot call it any 
name at all. 
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Every Thing is Ok

 
 

         People of genuine enlightenment who have 
understood the mind and seen the nature can ei-
ther establish dharmas or not. Free from impedi-
ments, they come and go as they wish. Now, do 
not think, “I’m this way too. If I want to come to 
the Buddhist Lecture Hall, I come; if I want to go, 
I go.” That is not it. The Sixth Patriarch was 
speaking of freedom over life and death, mean-
ing, if you want to live, you live; if you want to 
die, you can die any place, any time, without any 
concern.  That  is  why  I  often  say  to  you, 
“Everything’s O.K.” Such is the self-ease of 
coming and going, with no problem at all. Third 
Patriarch Seng Ts’an demonstrated this by dying 
of his own will, with one hand holding onto a tree 
branch. If you master this, then you have the as-
surance of being in control of your life and death. 
To live or to die, as you please, without bondage 
or impediments. 
 
         With self-ease, you can handle anything 
that comes your way. You can answer questions 
effortlessly. Although you do not need to think 
much before responding, you must speak with 
principle and logic. If someone asks you what are 
in the heavens and you reply, “On earth, there are 
mountains, rivers and people,” or if they ask what 
a horse is, and you say, “Oxen have two horns,” 
you are not answering the questions. You are 
being illogical and talking nonsense. 
 
        Now, there are transformation bodies eve-
rywhere. These transformation bodies are not 
apart from the self-nature. At all times and in all 
places, these transformation bodies are replete 
with contemplating-self-ease and the six spiritual 
powers, i.e. heavenly eye, heavenly ear, knowl-
edge of others’ thoughts, knowledge of past lives, 
knowledge of the extinction of outflow, spiritu-
ally-based psychic power. They have obtained 
the “samadhi of playfulness”. They go about 
playing. They do what people like. They sing, but 
they differ from those who sing; they eat, but they 
differ from those who eat. Let us say, everybody 
is eating together.  People see them finishing 
every morsel of food in sight. But when you go to 
the kitchen, you will see the food still there, un-
touched. This is the samadhi of playfulness. This 
is “seeing the nature”. 
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Chih Ch’eng asked the Master further, “What is 
meant by ‘not establishing?’” 
The  Master replied,  “A self-nature  devoid  of 
faults and delusions is unconfused.  Prajna is pre-
sent in every thought, contemplating and shed-
ding illumination. At all times, be apart from the 
marks of dharma. Free and at-ease, you can roam 
anywhere you wish. What is there to establish? 
Self-enlighten to  self-nature.  Instantly  enlight-
ened, instantly cultivate the way. There is no 
gradual sequences.  Hence, not a single dharma is 
established. All dharmas are still and extinct. 
What echelon is there?” 
Chih Ch’eng made obeisance and attended on the 
Master day and night without laziness. He was a 
native of T’ai Ho in Chi Chou. 
 
         After listening to the Sixth Patriarch’s explana-
tions of such esoteric and wonderful principles, Chih 
Ch’eng inquired further, “What is meant by ‘not es-
tablishing a single dharma’?” 
 
         The Sixth Patriarch replied, “When your self-
nature is devoid of faults, evils and impediments, 
then it is not confused or upside-down.” Do not think 
that the palm facing downward is upside-down and 
the palm facing up is right side up. Palm down is not 
upside-down; and, palm up is not right side up. Being 
neither right side up nor upside down is being un-
confused. In every thought, there is wisdom. At all 
times, bring forth wisdom. Hence, the Sixth Patriarch 
said, “You should know that the self-nature con-
stantly generates wisdom.”As such, you can be apart 
from all marks of dharma and not attached. By then, 
you will be free to come and go. You can move freely 
in all directions, e.g. east, west, north, south. You can 
go to the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss or the East-
ern Land of Lapis-lazuli, as you wish. Whatever you 
do accords with Dharma. If you can attain this, what 
is there to establish? That is why the Master says that 
not a single dharma is established. 
 
        You yourself should awaken to your self-nature. 
Instantly awaken and instantly cultivate the way. 
There is no need to go through gradual stages of 
learning. That is why I said that no dharma is estab-
lished, and that all dharmas are empty. Since the 
myriad dharmas are marked with still extinction, how 
can there be varying levels? How can there be a 
number one or number two, and so on? 
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         Hearing the Sixth Patriarch’s instruction, the 
former spy decided to leave darkness behind and 
embrace the light. He turned to what is proper and 
followed the Master’s teaching. He wanted to be the 
Master’s attendant, doing whatever he was told to 
do.  From morn to night, he toiled without slacking 
off. He knew that the Sixth Patriarch became a pa-
triarch after more than eight months doing the labo-
rious work of threshing rice. He thought, “Now that I 
have an opportunity to serve the Sixth Patriarch, I 
should work diligently and not be lax.” 
                     

 (To be continued ...) 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 

(Continuing from page 12)  
 
         Cultivators who have renounced the home-life 
are not afraid of the great matter of birth and death; 
how much the less are these small matters worth 
their interest. Left-home people can transcend their 
fate.  
 

Having transcended the three realms; 
not confined in the five elements. 

 
          Only people who are strongly vulgar believe 
in  such things as  astrology and geomancy.  We 
should know that a person's destiny is the result of 
his karma. Do not let our temperament take hold of 
us; do not let our desires blind us. Instead, we ought 
to create our own destiny and take control of our 
destiny. Destiny can be changed. By doing many 
meritorious  and  virtuous  deeds,  adversities  will 
transform into serendipity. There is a saying,  
 

Just practice good deeds,  
and ask not what the future brings. 

 
           Now as we attend the Chan session, we are 
establishing a new life. Get rid of superstition, and 
believe in what's proper. Don't just repeat what you 
hear and go around spreading lies. Don't be blind 
followers ─that would be a great mistake. You must 
have the Dharma-selecting Eye so that you can tell 
right from wrong, understand what's good and what's 
evil,  and  distinguish  clearly  between black and 
white. Then you won't be turned upside-down in 
confusion. 

(To be continued ...) 
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         When Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dy-
nasty went to Gold Mountain Chan Monastery in 
Zhenjiang to enjoy the scenery of the Yangtze 
River, he asked Chan Master Faqing, “How many 
boats come and go on the Yangtze in one day?” 
The Chan Master replied, “Only two boats.” Puz-
zled, Qianlong asked, “How do you know there are 
only two boats?” The Chan Master said, “One boat 
is out for fame, and the other boat is out for gain.” 
 
         From this, we know that anyone who takes a 
boat is either out for fame or for gain. What they 
don't know is that those who seek fame die for fame 
and those who seek gain die for gain. In the end, 
they go to see King Yama empty-handed. As it is 
said: 
 

You can't bring anything with you.  
Only your karma will follow you. 

 
        If a cultivator has no temper, and can endure 
insult and suffering, he/she can be a Dharma vessel 
and a pillar of Buddhism who can help Buddhism 
to expand and prosper. But if he/she likes to lose 
his/her temper all the time, he/her will only harm 
Buddhism and be the black sheep of Buddhism. 
 
        Buddhism has just planted the seeds of Bodhi 
in the pure soil of the West, and now they have 
already sprouted and put forth tender shoots. I hope 
everyone will be a good gardener and diligently 
water them and fertilize them often, so that they 
thrive joyously and grow more flourishing every 
day. Then eventually the Bodhi blossoms will open 
and bear the fruit of Bodhi. 
 
       The four-fold assembly of residents at the City 
of Ten Thousand Buddhas should be especially 
cautious in their speech. Don't talk recklessly and 
don't gossip about the faults of others. The City of 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Chan Sessions Are for Seeking Enlightenment within a Set Period  
 

  
An Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua on August 20, 1979 in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 
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Ten Thousand Buddhas is a pure and holy place for culti-
vation, and will not tolerate heterodox teachings. Right in 
front of the ten thousand Buddhas, how can people speak so 
carelessly? Take heed! 

Sickness enters through the mouth; 
Calamity comes out of the mouth. 

 
         This familiar adage holds a lot of principle. We should 
think thrice before speaking, to avoid making mistakes in 
cause and effect. Not only are we legally responsible for 
what we say, we must also undergo the retribution accord-
ing to the law of cause and effect. 
 
         Buddhism is a religion which teaches selflessness, so 
it prohibits fortune-telling, whether by looking at facial 
features or hexagrams. Even less should we believe in geo-
mancy. Since these skills go against the Buddhadharma and 
oppose the Way, their propagation is curtailed. If you have 
faith in these dharmas, you still have a notion of self. You 
will think of things as being “mine” and always be thinking 
on behalf of “myself.” But considering only yourself and no 
one else does not accord with the Buddhadharma. 
 
        Buddhism is a religion which teaches people not to 
contend, not to be greedy, not to seek, not to be selfish, not 
to pursue personal benefit, and not to tell lies. Geomancers, 
on the other hand, tell people to contend, to seek, to be 
selfish, and to pursue personal benefit. They may even lie 
by telling people they will strike it rich or be promoted to a 
high rank in the next hundred days. Greedy people believe 
their words. But before they strike it rich, they must first 
donate to the geomancer as a token of appreciation. The 
geomancers might as well tell people to rob a bank and get 
rich instantly, without having to wait a hundred days. 
Moreover, if the geomancer really knows of some favorable 
geomantic features conducive to striking it rich or getting a 
big promotion, why wouldn't he use them himself? Why 
would he want to wait for you to use them? That makes no 
sense! I hope intelligent people will not let themselves be 
swindled by superstition or cheated by these old crooks. 
 
        Doctors, diviners, astrologists,  and physiognomists 
belong to one of the five types of improper livelihood. 
Doctors treat sicknesses, diviners forecast good and ill, 
astrologers tell fortunes by looking at the stars, and physi-
ognomists look at facial features to predict whether one's 
life will be pleasant or not. These are all superstitions. We 
should understand that “human resolution can overcome 
destiny.” 

 (Continuation in Page 10)   
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 (Continued from issue #252)  
 

         My young dharma brother told me it has been 
15 years since she was last here at Gold Wheel 
Monastery. She is happy to see many old and familiar 
faces this time. This is what the Venerable Master 
had said, “Time is like a fast arrow and flowing wa-
ter; old age arrives at a blink of an eye.”  A 10-year 
old novice nun has now become an adult; all of us 
seated here have aged. Hence, time passes very 
quickly, doesn’t it? Therefore, with a limited life-
span, we should focus on the most important matters. 
 
         The  Venerable  Master  continued  with  the 
verse, “Not seeking the Great Way to leave delusion, 
how can you be called a great hero even if you are 
highly talented? One hundred years pass as a flash of 
fire, a lifetime disappears like a water bubble. Left 
behind are spouses and wealth, which are no longer 
yours. Only karmic retributions come along; you 
can’t fool yourself. Having accumulated gold piled 
as high as mountains, can you trade off the Ghost of 
Impermanence?”  
 
          “Not seeking the Great Way to leave delusion, 
how can you be called a great hero even if you are 
highly talented?”We have such wonderful causal 
conditions to encounter a great good-knowing advi-
sor who guides us and teaches us authentic Buddhist 
principles to end birth and death. If we do “not seek 
the Great Way to leave delusion”, but indulge in mi-
nor things like beseeching the Buddhas and Bodhi-
sattvas for blessings so that everything goes our way, 
we can live a life of comfort and ease, then we are 
“not great heroes, despite our talents.”You may have 
great potential and talents, but if you do not work 
diligently to “break through the cycle of birth and 
death, shatter the barrier of fame and fortune”, you 
would have wasted your precious lifespan. A great 
hero courageously charges forth to end the cycle of 
birth and death and to break through delusions of 

   
 

The Buddhadharma is in the world,  
and is never apart from worldly enlightenment. 

Instructional Talk by Dharma Master Heng  Gwei on November 29, 2015, 
during Lunch at  Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Dharma Assembly 
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 grandeur. Such is one who is replete with great 
capability, great resolve and great wisdom. 
 
         “One hundred years pass like a flash of 
fire”. Even if one lives to 100 years old, it like-
wise passes quickly like a flash of lightning. It is 
also like fire, petering out after combusting. The 
line in this verse reiterates in my mind how 
quickly a hundred years can pass. 
 
         When the Venerable Master entered still-
ness  in  1995,  I  remember  how everyone  -- 
monastics and lay disciples -- were all very sad. 
Everyone asked, “Why did the Master leave us so 
soon? Didn’t he promise to live 100 years before 
he entered stillness? Why so soon?” However, 
even if the Venerable Master were still here with 
us today, he would have been 95 years old. That 
means he would only have 5 more years left. 
Even if someone lives to be 100 years old or 1000 
years of age, there will always be one day when 
he passes on. Therefore, times flies by quickly. 
The Venerable Master told us, “Do not be sad. 
Everyone will have his last day.” 
 
         In the Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Li-
ang, the sutra text stated, “Why did the Buddha 
enter nirvana so early? This is because as long as 
the Buddha lives, people will always rely on the 
Buddha to solve all the problems and will not 
learn how to cultivate to end birth and death.” 
Most likely the Venerable Master felt the same 
way about his disciples; therefore, he decided to 
enter stillness earlier. Even if he hadn’t entered 
stillness when he did, he would be 95 years old. 
And what progress have we made since? 
 
         Therefore, “One hundred years pass like a 
flash of fire.” Like lightning, it disappears as 
quickly as it flashes. Like fire, it goes out as soon 
as it burns. Actually, brevity of lifespan is not a 
big issue. What is most important is whether or 
not we are prepared for our last breathe. Are we 
focused and sincere in Buddha recitation? Do we 
really detest the Saha World, and aspire to go to 
the Land of Ultimate Bliss? If we are prepared, 
then there is no problem. Otherwise, even living 
for a thousand years would be useless if we 
would just muddle along day after day. 
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           The Venerable Master told us about 
a bird native to the Northeast of China. At 
wintertime, this bird revels in the warmth 
of the sun during the day and does not 
think of making a nest. When night falls 
and the temperature drops, the bird would 
complain, “It’s too cold, way too cold! I 
must make a nest in the morning when the 
sun comes up, so I wouldn’t have to suffer 
the cold at night.” The next day, the sun 
rises, and it’s warm again. The bird wakes 
and starts singing again, “muddling along 
day after day, muddling along, day after 
day….” 
 
        “A lifetime disappears like a water 
bubble.” During one’s lifetime, one toils 
tirelessly for fame and fortune; but in the 
end, one leaves empty-handed. This is 
just like water bubbles in the sea; they 
appear and disappear with nothing re-
maining in the end. 
 
         “Left  behind  are  spouses  and 
wealth, which are no longer yours.” Even 
though we have a spouse, kids, grandkids 
and a nice family now, we have to leave 
them all behind when we die. In the end, 
nothing is ours. 
 
         “Only  karmic  retributions  come 
along, you can’t fool yourself.”  Only the 
karmic retributions we have created dur-
ing our lifetime will follow us. By that 
time, there is no fooling ourselves. 
 
        “Having accumulated gold piled as 
high as mountains, can you trade off the 
Ghost of Impermanence?” We work re-
lentlessly our entire lifetime to accrue 
wealth. In the end, can we use our wealth 
to bribe the Ghost of Impermanence? 
 
       Therefore, in the end, nothing is ours. 
   

        (To be continued ...) 
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2017 5 6    Schedule of Weekly Events –  May and June of 2017 

  

5/7(                                           
 

 Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 
 Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

5/14(                                             Great Compassion Repentance  8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Recitation of  Great Compassion Mantra  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm         

5/21(                                             Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am — 3:00 pm                    

 

5/28(                                             

Dharma Assembly commemorating 22nd Anniversary of Venerable  
Master Hua’s Nirvana  (Special Passing of Offerings) 

 Avatamsaka Repentance 8:00 am —  10:00 am 

 Amitabha Buddha Recitation 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm                    

6/2(                                            Bus to CDR, CTTB 

 Gold Wheel Temple will be closed today.  

6/11(                                            

Chapter of the Conduct and Vows of  Universal Worthy  Bodhisattva  
 8:00 am — 3:00 pm                                 

6/18(                                            Recitation of  Shurangama Sutra  8:00 am —  10:00 am 
 Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

6/25(                                            Amitabha Buddha Recitation 8:00 am — 3:00 pm                    

 
Always think of the day as if there is no tomorrow.  

Do not wait until there is no time and try to find time. 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 


