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 Dao - The Way (2) 

The mother of Heaven and Earth is born of the Way 

as are the sun and the moon, equally lustrous, orbiting in space. 

The basic substance of all myriad things is thus. 

Coming into being, transforming ‐‐‐ wonderful without end. 
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(Continued from issue #237)  
 

 Tenth: The Specific Explanation of  
the Meaning of the Text 

 
         According to Hsien Shou School, the teach-
ing is divided into Ten Doors of Classification.  As 
we have completed explaining the Ninth Door, we 
reach the final part which is the Tenth Door on The 
Specific Explanation of the Meaning of the Text 
that begins with ‘Thus I have heard.  At one time 
the Buddha dwelt in Shravasti in the sublime 
abode of the Jeta Grove’.  In the text proper, ‘Thus’ 
is the ‘Fulfillment of Faith’; ‘I have heard’ is the 
‘Fulfillment of Hearing’;  ‘At one time’ is  the 
‘Fulfillment of Time’; ‘Buddha’ is the ‘Fulfillment 
of a Host’; ‘Shravasti in the sublime abode of the 
Jeta Grove’ is the ‘Fulfillment of a Place’; ‘With a 
gathering of Great Bhikshus, twelve hundred fifty 
in all’, and ‘Great Arhats’, ‘All Great Bodhisatt-
vas’ is the ‘Fulfillment of an Audience’.  All sutras 
spoken by the Buddhas are organized and thor-
ough.  The beginning of every sutra must have 
these six kinds of fulfillments.  It is only when we 
have them can a dharma assembly be established 
and dharmas be spoken.  If we fail to have these 
six kinds of fulfillments, one cannot speak the 
dharma. 
  
          Now we will begin with the text proper to 
which, I hope, every one of you will be paying 
close attention. The principles explained prior to 
this are expedients.  We now officially lectured on 
the text proper of the sutra.  Dharma Master Dao 
An had divided the sutra into ‘Preface Section’, 
‘Text Proper Section’, and ‘Circulation Section’.  
‘Preface Section’ is the prologue.  ‘Text Proper 
Section’ is the purpose and teachings of the sutra.  

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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‘Circulation Section’, the closing of the sutra, is the 
exhortation for all people to circulate the sutra.  
 
A1.Preface Section  A2.Proper Text Section   A3.Circulation 
Section 
 
A1 is further divided into: 

B1 Testimony of Faith. 
B2 Prologue 

 
B1 is further divided into: 

C1  Explanation of the First Five Fulfillments. 
C2  Broad Explanation of the Fulfillment of an Audience 

 
         Thus I have heard.  At one time the Buddha 
dwelt at the city of Shravasti in the sublime abode of 
the Jeta Grove. 
 
         Thus I have heard: ‘Thus’ expresses faith. It also 
means that one has understood this dharma. At the 
beginning of each sutra Ananda says, “Thus I have 
heard,” indicating that the words to follow are the 
Buddha’s words. “Thus” means “Dharma such as this, 
the ten volumes of the Shurangama Sutra, is what I, 
Ananda, have heard. I, Ananda, myself heard the 
Buddha speak this.” “Thus,” then, refers to the text of 
the Sutra. 
 
          Moreover, “Thus” satisfies the ‘Fulfillment of 
Faith’. All sutras spoken by the Buddha begin with 
the Six Fulfillments: the Fulfillment of Faith; the 
Fulfillment of Hearing; the Fulfillment of Time; the 
Fulfillment of a Host –one who speaks the Dharma; 
the Fulfillment of a Place; and the Fulfillment of an 
Audience. 
 
1. Fulfillment of Faith.  
    Why must one have faith? 
 

Faith is the source of the Way 
And the mother of merit and virtue 

It nourishes all good dharmas. 
Such is its great importance. 

It is said, 
The Buddhadharma is like a great sea; 

Only through faith can one enter it. 
 
There is no other way to enter the sea of Dharma ex-
cept by faith. Only by means of faith can one “deeply 
enter the Sutra-Treasury and have wisdom like the 
sea.” One should have faith that the Shurangama 
Sutra is most excellent. Believe in the sutra. That is to 
have faith. That is what is meant by the Fulfillment of 
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Faith.  For example, I am now lecturing the 
Sutra, and all of you are sitting here listening.  
You must believe what I said.  Don’t give rise 
to doubts.  If you doubt, even though what I 
said is correct, you may still think it’s not 
right.  Why? Because you don’t have faith. If 
you have faith, even if I say something wrong, 
you will still say: “Ah, what you said is right!  
It’s truly meaningful.”  This proves that you 
have faith.   
 
          Am I saying the right thing?  I will tell 
you, don’t be afraid!  I won’t say anything 
that’s not justified.  I will certainly say the 
right thing.  The important thing is that you 
must have faith and able to keep it strong. 
Trust not yourself.  Believe in me!  I am telling 
you: “The Shurangama Sutra is most excel-
lent.”  If you think, “Ah, this is good!”, then 
you agree with what I said.  This shows you 
have faith.  This is called the ‘Fulfillment of 
Faith’. 
 
2.  Fulfillment of Hearing. 
With the Fulfillment of Faith, you also need to 
hear lectures about the sutra.  If you’re else-
where in the park or at a coffee shop, for ex-
ample,  you will miss the entire lecture when it 
is being given. Your absence cannot be con-
sidered as the Fulfillment of Hearing even if 
you have the Fulfillment of Faith. However, if 
you’re present throughout the course of a lec-
ture and not outside with your cup of coffee, or 
if you hold back your hunger and would even 
skip your meal just so you can hear the lec-
tures, then you have achieved the Fulfillment 
of Hearing.  To illustrate this, Miss Bai was 
sick days ago.  After I told her to get some rest,  
she became concerned and made a request,  
“When it’s time for your sutra lecture, please 
have someone call me”.  I replied, “There’s no 
need to ask anyone, I will call you personally.  
Now get some rest!”  When I informed her 
about my  lecture taking place, she managed to 
come even when she was still not feeling well.  
I knew nothing about the condition of her 
health. You could go ask her. When I saw her, 
her face was flushed with a lingering sign of 
marked illness. Yet she came to listen to the 
lectures on the sutra. This is the Fulfillment of 
Hearing. If she were not sincere, and had no 
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true heart, would she have come?  
This  proves  the  sincerity  in  her 
heart!    
 
         Prior to her attending the lec-
ture, she claimed to have brought 
along her beloved dog during her 
flight from Seattle to San Francisco, 
because she couldn’t bear to part 
with it.  However, upon arriving at 
San Francisco, she realized the in-
convenience of  looking after  her 
pet. So she sent the dog on a return 
flight  to  her  home  in  Seattle.  
Wouldn’t you say that her action 
was asking for trouble where there 
was none?  How was it that she 
could not part with her dog then, but 
could do so now ?  Because her wish 
to listen to the sutra was stronger 
than her affection for her dog.  This 
is also  the Fulfillment of Hearing.   
 
          Such is an exemplar of Miss 
Bai’s true sincerity Since all of you 
have come from faraway Seattle to 
listen, you all have brought about 
the Fulfillment of Faith with your 
sincerity. And I will help you realize 
your Fulfillment of Faith and Ful-
fillment of Hearing. 
 
3.  Fulfillment of Time. 
If you have the Fulfillment of faith 
and the Fulfillment of Hearing, but 
you don’t have the time, then there’s 
no way to hear the sutra. People are 
either in school or at work, having 
little or no time to come and listen to 
sutra  lectures.  Yet  this  summer, 
those who are not in school have the 
opportunity to come here to study 
the sutras and even learn Chinese by 
writing the Chinese characters from 
the sutra.  How wonderful it is!   The 
benefit you gain from studying the 
sutra and learning Chinese is enor-
mous!  So, the ‘Fulfillment of Time’ 
is the use of your available schedule 
to hear the lectures. 
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4.  Fulfillment of a Host. 
You also need a host to speak the Dharma. If you 
want to listen to sutras, you must find someone 
to lecture them for you. If you want to receive 
lectures from one of your laity members, you 
might as well be able to do the job yourself since 
what is to be lectured will be nothing new to you. 
That is called “do-it-yourself” dharma master, a 
term coined for those who have not yet officially 
left a home-life assume the role of a host, in this 
case, a dharma master, to give lectures . Never-
theless, you must find a proper host who can 
speak the Dharma. So here, I am brought back 
from my ‘grave’. I am known as the “Monk in 
the Grave,’ now giving lecture on sutras and 
speaking Dharma for you. Who is the host of the 
Sutra?” Shakyamuni Buddha who spoke the 
Shurangama Sutra represented the Fulfillment 
of a Host. 
 
5.  Fulfillment of a Place. 
Once a host is available to speak the Dharma, do 
you think the Dharma is ready to be spoken? No, 
you still need a place to lecture the sutra and 
speak the Dharma. “What about the park? It’s 
large enough. We could go there for lectures.” 
That would work for a day or two, but by the 
third day local authorities may object, saying,” 
This is a public park. You can no longer occupy 
it.” So you have to find another location to bring 
about  the  Fulfillment  of  a  Place.  In  the 
Shurangama Sutra, such a setting took place in 
the Jeta Grove, in the Garden of the Benefactor 
of Orphans and the Solitary,  at  the city of 
Shravasti, where the Buddha dwelt with his dis-
ciples. 
 
6.  Fulfillment of an Audience. 
Having satisfied the five fulfillments mentioned 
above would still not suffice. There ought to be 
the “Fulfillment of an Audience’, people coming 
to listen. If there’s no audience for the sutra lec-
ture, you can go ahead and give lecture to the 
tables and chairs, but can they listen? No, an 
audience is necessary.  Having many people 
coming here from faraway Seattle constitutes 
the Fulfillment of an Audience.  In this sutra, the 
audience is composed of an assembly of great 
Bhikshus and Bodhisattvas who come to listen. 

         (To be continued ...) 
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 (Continued from issue #237)  
 

“In every thought you should open up to the knowledge and 
vision of the Buddha; do not open up to the knowledge and 
vision of living beings. Opening to the knowledge and vision of 
the Buddha is transcendental; opening to the knowledge and 
vision of living beings is mundane. If you are so attached to 
your recitation, clinging to it as a meritorious practice, how 
does that make you different from a yak who loves his own 
tail?” 
Fa Ta said, “If this is so, then I need only understand the 
meaning and not exert myself in reciting the Sutra. Right?” 
 
The Master replied, “What fault does the Sutra have that 
would stop you from reciting it? Confusion and enlightenment 
are in you. Loss or gain comes from you. If your mouth recites 
and your mind synchronizes in practice, you ‘turn’ the Sutra. 
If your mouth recites, but your mind does not synchronize in 
practice, the Sutra ‘turns’ you. Listen to my verse: 
 

A deluded mind is turned by the Dharma Flower; 
An enlightened mind turns the Dharma Flower.  

For so long, reciting the Sutra  
without understanding, 

You became a foe of its meaning. 
Without thoughts, your recitation is right. 
With thoughts, your recitation is wrong. 

Nonchalant to both with and without 
You may ride forever in the White Ox Cart. 

 
         The Sixth Patriarch instructed,  “Each of your thoughts 
should only harbor proper and wholesome mindfulness, having no 
traces of greed, hatred, envy, obstruction, scheme and the likes. 
This is opening to the knowledge and vision of the Buddha. The 
knowledge and vision of the Buddha is transcendental; that of 
living beings is mundane. If you are much attached to your daily 
practice in reciting the Dharma Flower Sutra for the sake of gain-
ing merit, then you are no different from the yak that cherishes its 
own tail.” 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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       Fa Ta asked, “Does this mean that I need only under-
stand the meaning and not exert myself in reciting the Su-
tra?” 
 
        The Master explained, “What fault does the Sutra 
have? How can it stop you from reciting? You should know 
that delusion and awakening dwell within you. Your recita-
tion gains no merit when you’re deluded, whereas your 
recitation brings you benefits when you‘re awakened. This 
has nothing to do with the Sutra. If you recite the Dharma 
Flower Sutra and put it into practice as well, you are truly 
reciting the Sutra, thus helping the Dharma wheel to turn.  
Doing the contrary, however, is where you become the one 
being spun. Listen to this verse. 
 
          A deluded mind is turned by the Dharma Flower. 
Lacking understanding and muddled, you would eventually 
be spun by the Sutra; and the more you recite, the more you 
do not understand. An enlightened mind turns the Dharma 
Flower. With understanding, you can set to turn the won-
derful meaning of the Dharma Flower. For so long, reciting 
the Sutra without understanding, you became a foe of its 
meaning.  More than a decade of reciting the Sutra without 
any progress has kept you, like an enemy, from accessing to 
its essence. Without thoughts, your recitation is right. 
Proper mindfulness is simply being without any delusive 
thoughts. With thoughts, your recitation is wrong.  Be-
coming arrogant for believing that you have accrued many 
merits through your recitation is an improper mindfulness. 
Consider these words “with” and “without” as irrelevant. 
You should recite without being attached to your recitation. 
 
         Fa Ta, who was still unclear about the subject at hand, 
asked,  “When I am reciting as if I were not, may I also not 
be reciting as if I were?” The Master corrected him, “No, 
you cannot. If you do not recite it, you would not understand 
the Sutra’s principles. Hence, it cannot be equated to having 
recited. The saying ‘Reciting, yet not reciting; not reciting, 
yet reciting.’ simply means that you should not be attached 
to your recitation. 
 
         Nonchalant to both with and without, you may ride 
forever in the White Ox Cart. You shouldn’t pay attention to 
your merit accrual or its loss, your reciting or not reciting. 
When freed from attachments, you will find yourself always 
seated in the White Ox Cart. The White Ox Cart is the anal-
ogy of The One Buddha Vehicle – innately pure and clean, 
free of outflows, undefiled by afflictions, replete with infi-
nite virtue. 

(To be continued ...) 
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If you don't make the call, then who is going 
to answer the phone? 

 
Thought after thought, if true and sincere,  

will duly penetrate. 
Working quietly,  

there comes a response in the midst of  
a quiet work. 

Reaching beyond mountain edges  
and stream ends, 

you roam the Dharma Realm freely,  
whether east or west. 

 
         Does everyone understand the true mean-
ing of the verse above ? 
 
         “Thought after thought if true and sincere 
will duly penetrate.” The first “thought” refers to 
the thought produced from the mind. The second 
thought comes from the mouth. It originates in 
the mind and takes form in the mouth. Accepting 
only the latter doesn't count as a thought of true 
sincerity. Therefore, the mind and the mouth 
must both be sincere in reciting the name of the 
Buddha or Bodhisattva. We should recite until 
the mind and mouth come together as a single 
unit,  no longer as two separate entities.  We 
should not recite casually or with a scattered 
mind, nor should we entertain idle thoughts while 
reciting. If we can fulfill these conditions, then 
we can be considered sincere. 
 
          If our thoughts are sincere, we will cer-
tainly get a response. What kind of response? 
Our common mind will interpenetrate with the 
light of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, as in the 
saying, 
 

The lights shine upon one another;  
the cells mutually connect. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

  Reciting the Buddha's Name Is Like Making a Phone Call 
 

 
 

 A talk given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in the afternoon of June 16, 1958  
at Western Bliss Garden Monastery in Hong Kong 
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        How does such a response take place? It's akin to 
making a phone call: after you dial the number, the other 
person answers, “Hello!” Then you say what you want to 
say and communicate with each other. Reciting the Bo-
dhisattva's name is the same as dialing the number. Then 
the Bodhisattva will ask you, “Good man/Good woman, 
what do you seek?” At that point, you will obtain what-
ever you seek.  If you lack sincerity, however, it will be 
like dialing only three digits of a five-digit phone num-
ber. How can the call go through? By reciting the Bo-
dhisattva's name with sincerity. If you recite for a while 
and then stop, your recitation, as if making a call, cer-
tainly won't go through. 
 

         The response of lights shining upon someone can 
only be felt by the person who’s personally doing the 
reciting. When the phone rings, you must pick up the 
receiver to hear the caller; it would be impossible for 
ordinary human eyes to see the wave of sound. So it is 
said, “Working quietly, there comes a response in the 
midst of a quiet work.” 
 
         “Beyond the mountains and streams” refers to 
standing “on the tip of a hundred-foot pole, followed by 
taking a step further, and finally walking in midair where 
another world awaits you .” If you recite to a point when 
the mountains and streams are no longer visible, you are 
really reciting, yet not reciting. You are reciting with a 
single mind, in a state of uninterrupted mindfulness. By 
then, “you will have roamed the Dharma Realm freely as 
you please in any directions, whether going east or west." 
If we wish to be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss in 
the West, we can get the response of being reborn there 
by reciting. If we wish to turn around the ship of kindness 
to rescue living beings in the Saha world located east of 
the Land of Ultimate Bliss, we can also get the response 
by reciting. So  when we recite, we  get a response that 
will take us to any Dharma Realm. Hence, the verse, 
“going east or west as you please.” It is said, 

 
When one wish is fulfilled, all wishes are fulfilled. 

When we are at ease in one place, 
we are at ease everywhere.  

 
Therefore in studying Buddhism, we must always be true 
and sincere. If we are false, then we are nothing but 
“sterile blossoms bearing no fruit.” In the practice of 
Buddhism, take heed not to cheat yourself. 
 
         Furthermore, the ancients said, “A superior person 
makes demands on himself. A petty person makes de-
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mands on others.” We should not be dependent on others. 
We should recognize that responses result from our own 
efforts; they don't come from outside. When someone 
protests, “By reciting the Buddha's name to be reborn in 
the Pure Land, we rely on the Buddha's power to lead us 
there.” You can agree and disagree with said statement. 
How so? Such a statement about Buddha taking us to 
Pure Land is a weak attempt by greedy living beings to 
gain something without any effort on their part, much 
like a loan shark who gives little but gathers much prof-
its. On the other hand, the sages see the potentials in 
living beings being led by the Buddha's power, expecting 
them that they would recite vigorously. So when living 
beings recite the names of the Buddhas or Bodhisattvas, 
they are relying on their own strength to obtain rebirth in 
the Pure Land. How can this be explained? 
 
         When you recite the Buddha's name, is the Buddha 
doing the recitation for you? Does the thought of reciting 
the Bodhisattvas' names come from the Bodhisattvas? If 
not, then how can you ascribe it to an external strength? 
For example, when the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas shine 
their light on you to bestow aid, it is in response to your 
efforts in reciting their names. Consider again the anal-
ogy of a phone call. If you don't make the call, then who 
is going to answer the phone? The same principle applies 
to reciting the Buddha's name. Depending only on the 
Buddha's power to lead us to rebirth in the Pure Land is 
having a greedy mind and sense of reliance; we don't 
want that. In our cultivation, we need to rely on our own 
strength, rouse our spirits, harness our courage, and 
move forward with vigor. You should know that rewards 
and retributions cannot  be given to  you by others. 
Therefore, when we recite the Buddha's name, we're not 
really relying on the Buddha's power, but our own. 
 
         The ancients also said, “No man is a general or 
prime minister by birth. One must rely on his own effort 
to obtain such a position.” We who study Buddhism 
should stand firm and say, 
 

No one is a Buddha by birth.  
A living being must rely on his own 

effort to achieve Buddhahood. 
 

Not taking action on your own, but relying on the Bud-
dha's power all day long is no different from privileged 
children who only look to their rich families’ inheritance. 
You end up harming yourself.  Everyone should quickly 
awaken!                    

(The End of the Article) 
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 (Continued from issue #237)  
 

         Powerful indeed is a single thought or 
a  sincere  mind  of  repentance.  Dharma 
Master Lian Chr, the Eighth Patriarch of the 
Pure Land Sect, was one of the four high 
sanghan during the Ming Dynasty, and had 
told a story about a monk known for his 
mischief in the mountains behind the mon-
astery. One day, this monk found the skin of 
a tiger and wore it.  Seeing how people 
mistook him for a tiger and fled in fear, he 
took further delight in scaring them and 
continued to wear the skin for the fun of it.  
One time, he had frightened away a pas-
serby who then dropped his satchel.  He 
picked it up, opened it, and discovered a 
cache of gold, silver, and precious jewels 
that soon glistened his eyes. The thought of 
greed overcame him and caused him to be-
come stuck with the tiger’s skin.  He strug-
gled to remove it off of him.  
 
        Too scared to return to the monastery, 
he loitered in the mountain and subsisted on 
vegetation until it was depleted.  Next, he 
began to hunt for rabbits and other small 
animals, thus breaking the precept against 
killing. As days went on, a number of small 
animals dwindled down to zero. Unable to 
sate his hunger, he could no longer control 
himself.  Then, a passerby walked in his 
direction.  To see if he was carrying any 
food, he pounced on him with his mouth 
wide open and ready to devour him. But as 
he  stared  down  into  his  victim’s  face 
fraught with fear, he immediately identified 
his shaven head as being a monk.  Over-
whelmed with shame, he recalled, “ I too 
was a monk, and would rather die of hunger 
than eat him.”  In that line of thought, he 

(

人生一場夢
 

  Life is but a Dream 
 

 
 

 A lunchtime Dharma Talk  given by Dharma Master Gwei on 12/01 /2013  
at GWM during Emperor Lyang Repentance  
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released the monk and reached to the edge of the 
mountain. He wished to end his life by jumping 
off the cliff.  At that moment when he was filled 
with a thought of repentance, the tiger’s skin fell 
off of his body.  So from this story, we can see 
how powerful a single thought is! How powerful 
a single thought of sincere repentance is!  
 
         While it is true that being filial is the fore-
most of all good deeds,  being able to recognize 
one’s fault and to reform is just as noteworthy. 
Just as the Venerable Master once said, “No 
matter how grave and how deep one's karmic 
offenses are, they can be eradicated with sincere 
repentance and reform. The question remains 
whether or not we can repent for and reform of 
our karmic offenses. It all depends on the strength 
of our mind. Offenses ought not to be repeated. 
Committing offenses on one hand and then doing 
repentance on the other is useless.  We must not 
waste time any longer especially when our of-
fenses are grave; we must repent from the bottom 
of our heart. How do we repent?  By being rep-
rehensible for having such offensive thoughts and 
actions and by severing them without holding 
back.  Let not a single thought lingers. This way, 
we can be truly repentant and remorseful. Words 
of apology have no force unless we cut off all 
offending thoughts. Otherwise, the embers of 
previous offenses we thought to be harmless will 
rekindle after we’re done repenting. We must 
sincerely repent to bring about our true mind of 
repentance.  
 
       Being mindful of our thoughts is important. 
Failing to look within ourselves will only pro-
mote our deluded thinking.  The Venerable Mas-
ter  said,  “Even  if  we  have  unwholesome 
thoughts, there is no need to be afraid. Fear not 
the arising of thoughts, but the failure of recog-
nizing  them  which  will  allow  unwholesome 
thoughts to continue to develop.  He also said, 
“When you recognize the arising of unwhole-
some thoughts, don't bother with 'Oh, my!' Im-
mediately cut them off.” If one remains untrou-
bled, nothing will bother him. Thoughts appear 
from nothingness,  and return  to  nothingness. 
Thoughts will weigh us down even more when 
we become too anxious. We must be careful with 
our  thoughts.  Diligently  cultivate  precepts, 
samadhi, and wisdom. Extinguish greed, hatred, 
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and foolishness. Always bring forth proper belief 
and proper mindfulness. In cultivating the Way, we 
need a sequence of order. Stay calm. Take one step 
at a time. For instance, a meal is not swallowed all at 
once, but consumed one bite at a time.  Committing 
oneself to cultivation is the same as consuming a 
meal.  By taking time to chew well and swallow 
slowly, we will be able to absorb and gain a better 
understanding of the Buddhadharma, thus providing 
nourishment for our dharma body and wisdom to 
develop a great Bodhi mind.   
 
       Be wary of impermanence. We bow the Jeweled 
Repentance of Emperor Liang so that we are re-
minded of the many forms of impermanence in the 
world  we often  overlook.  Life  is  impermanent. 
Health is impermanent. The condition of our physi-
cal body wears down each day.  When there is birth, 
there is death. Every person has to walk this path. As 
the Venerable Master had reminded us before his 
entering nirvana: “Do not be sad. Everyone will have 
this day.” Looking at other people’s passing should 
remind us to look within ourselves. Buddhism is not 
passive, but practical. While we journey in this life 
occurred at the starting cause leading eventually to 
the resulting effect, we should make twice the effort 
to turn unwholesome causes to wholesome ones, 
unwholesome affinities to wholesome ones.  
 
         When we fail to recognize phenomena, we 
then turn what is wholesome into unwholesome. 
Coursing through birth and death, we have to take 
this matter seriously. There are those who might say, 
"I am old and do not have much time left.” Think 
about it, it’s been almost 20 years since our Vener-
able Master entered nirvana. What have we done in 
these past 20 years?  Even with the remaining years 
of our lives, we can still be able to bring forth a mind 
of awakening, a mind of diligence and vigor, a mind 
of repentance and remorse. Repentance and reform 
is indifferent to the length of time involved. Time 
would simply slip past us if we do not cultivate.  
Buddhadharma is all-encompassing. By cultivating 
diligently, our single thought can help turn around an 
entire kalpa.  But everyone is busy. How many 
would the frenzied lives of worldly people learn to 
cultivate before their deaths?  Do not stay in “the 
burning house.” Hurry back to the Wayplace, your 
second home. Hurry up and begin cultivating the 
Way.  

 (The End of the Article) 
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2014 11    Schedule of Events – November of 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

◎ Great Compassion Repentance 12:30 pm     1◎  

                                

2   

 
Monthly Memorial of  
Venerable Master Hua  
  

 
Return to Standard Time  
at 2:00 am
                                 

 
Recitation of  Shurangama 
Mantra   
8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

3◎

 

4◎               5◎          

 

6◎        7◎                    8◎                 

9  
 

Amitabha Buddha Recitation 
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

10◎                11◎                      
      

12◎  13◎   

    

14◎                15◎     

16
 

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra    
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

17◎      18◎           19◎        20◎            21◎                                   22◎  

The Jeweled  
Repentance of  
Emperor Lyang 
Purifying the  
Boundaries 
7:30 pm      

23 

The Jeweled Repentance  
of Emperor Lyang 
 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

24  
 

The Jeweled 
Repentance of 
Emperor  
Lyang 
8:00 am -  
5:00 pm 

25        
 

The Jeweled 
Repentance of 
Emperor  
Lyang 
8:00 am -  
5:00 pm 

26     

 

The Jeweled 
Repentance of 
Emperor  
Lyang 
8:00 am -  
5:00 pm 

27  
 

The Jeweled Re-
pentance of Em-
peror  
Lyang 
8:00 am -  
5:00 pm 

28  
 

The Jeweled 
Repentance of 
Emperor  
Lyang 
8:00 am -  
5:00 pm  

29 
 

The Jeweled  
Repentance of  
Emperor  
Lyang 
8:00 am -  
5:00 pm        

30 

The Jeweled Repentance  
of Emperor Lyang 
 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Venerable First Patriarch Bodhi dharma’s Birthday  
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)  258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2014 12    Schedule of Events –  December of 2014 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

 1◎          

 
Monthly Memorial 
of Venerable  
Master Hua         

2◎      3◎      4◎      5◎           6◎   

7                                             
 

Recitation of  Shurangama Mantra   
8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

8◎          9◎        10◎            11◎                           12◎          13◎             

14                                            
 —  

Dharma Assembly of Great Com-
passion ( Recitation of  Universal 
Door Chapter ) 
8:00 am —  10:00 am 
 

Great Compassion Repentance 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

15◎            16◎           17◎               18◎            19◎        20◎  

21                                      
 

Amitabha Buddha Recitation 
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

22◎         

 

23◎       24◎        25◎        26◎        27◎             

28                                           
 

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra    
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

29◎         

               
30◎         31◎            

 
Monthly Memorial of 
Venerable Master Hua         

◎

Great Compassion 
    Repentance   
    12:30 pm                              
                  


