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是大神咒難窮測 是大明咒照三千  是無上咒臻覺果 無等等咒至極巔   
除一切苦輪迴息 真實不虛各向前  以上顯說深般若 略解東西祖師禪 

 

The Heart of Prajna Paramita Sutra with “Verses Without a Stand”  
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

 

 Therefore, know that prajna paramita is a great spiritual mantra,  
a great bright mantra, a supreme mantra, an unequalled mantra.  

It can remove all suffering; it is genuine and not false.  
 

As a great spiritual mantra, it is indeed unfathomable. 
As a great bright mantra, it illumines the great Trichiliocosm. 
As a supreme mantra, it leads to the fruition of enlightenment. 

As an unequalled mantra, it reaches the ultimate summit. 
Eradicating all suffering, it brings samsara to an end. 

Since it is genuine and not false, everyone should make progress. 
Above are the spoken manifestations of the profound prajna, 

Disclosing in brief the dhyana of the Patriarchs of the East and West. 
 

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery  
Newsletter  

  

235 North Avenue 58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 Tel: (323) 258-6668 
 

www.goldwheel.org 

  
 
2 

 
 

 

Table of Contents  
  
2      The Shurangama Sutra 

 
8      The Sixth Patriarch’s Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra 

 
12 The Land of Ultimate Bliss Is Right Before Our Eyes  
         



-2-     233 , 2014  1/2
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #233, January/February 2014

 

 

 
 

--  
 

 
 

(Continued from issue #232)  
 

Editor's Note: The following is an excerpt taken 
from a seminar on 'Driving Force of Subjective 
Intelligence' held on May 4, 1987. 
 
          The teaching principle of the Shurangama Su-
tra is to teach people how to cultivate Samadhi and to 
open wisdom.  In order to cultivate Samadhi and to 
open wisdom one must first uphold the precepts.  In 
the ‘Four Clear and Decisive Instructions on Purity’ 
text, it has clearly indicated that if we follow this 
‘Four Clear and Decisive Instructions on Purity’ with 
our cultivation, then we are the primary recipients of 
the Shurangama Sutra.  Whoever does not cultivate in 
accordance with the ‘Four Clear and Decisive In-
structions on Purity’ will not be a primary recipient of 
the Shurangama Sutra.  That’s the main difference! 
 
         Beside upholding the precepts and following 
the Clear and Decisive Instructions on Purity, you 
also need to have proper knowledge and proper view. 
How  does  one  ascertain  of  having  own  proper 
knowledge and proper view?  Proper knowledge and 
proper views means one has to abide by the rules at 
all times and all places.  Precepts are rules.  Why must 
you abide by the rules?  It is because if you fail to do 
so, you will ‘catch the fire and possessed by the de-
mon’. We discussed earlier about the Fifty Skandha 
Demons.  Within the transformations of the Fifty 
Skandha Demons, one would easily go astray. 
 
         If  you  don’t  have  genuine  precept  power, 
samadhi power, or wisdom power, then you will fol-
low blindly.  Therefore, to be the primary recipients 
of this Sutra, whether they are Sound Hearers, those 
Enlightened by Conditions, Bodhisattvas or com-
moners, whoever uphold the precepts and abide by 

The 
Shurangama  

Sutra  
 

A Simple Explanation by  
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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the rules will be designated as one being taught and 
transformed by this Sutra.  If you think this way, you 
will know that this Sutra is of deemed importance.  Why 
is it important?  It’s because one must follow the rules, 
and not covet for vainglory and adulation.  These are the 
individuals who will be able to receive the teaching. 
 
         Today, there are people who give explanation that 
is coherent and lucid, and there are also those who give 
explanation that seems unconventional. I hope that those 
who don’t understand will ask those who do understand.  
Those who understand should teach those who don’t 
understand.  We must help out one another.  This way 
we are all primary recipients of the Shurangama Sutra. 
 
End of 'Driving Force of Subjective Intelligence' 
Seminar  
 
The similarities and differences between the princi-

ple and its implications. 
 
         What is the principle? The principle is that which 
is held in honor. What the principle leads us back to is 
called its implication. The teaching of the Two Vehicles 
(Sound-Hearers  and  Pratyekabuddhas)  is  concerned 
primarily with cause and effect. This is a provisional 
teaching. The Dharma the Buddha spoke includes both 
provisional and actual teaching. The provisional is tem-
porary, the actual is eternal. With the provisional teach-
ing, cause is principle, the effect is its implication. When 
true appearance is reached, the provisional becomes 
actual. When the actual is reached, one is said to have 
awakened and entered. Thus the awakening is the prin-
ciple, the entering is its implication. When Ananda, the 
protagonist of this sutra, ran into trouble, the Buddha 
rescued him and then taught him to turn from the small 
toward the great. That is the principle. Ananda’s arrival 
at the ultimate fruit is its implication. The principle and 
its implication thus penetrate to the Buddha-Way, and 
are the Way to Buddhahood, and are thus distinguished 
from the various Small Vehicle sutras which only dis-
cuss the Small Vehicle and cannot penetrate to the Bud-
dha-position. 
 
Disciple: The principle and its implication? 
 
Venerable Master: The principle is that which is held 
in honor. You respect and look up to him.  This is called 
principle. It means that you admire this person. What the 
principle leads us back to is called its implication. To 



-4-     233 , 2014  1/2
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #233, January/February 2014

 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

lead means to go forward.  What the principle leads to 
is this implication.  This is one kind of learning.  
 
Editor's Note: The following is an excerpt taken 
from a seminar on 'Driving Force of Subjective 
Intelligence' held on May 26, 1987. 
 
       “The similarities and differences between the 
principle and its implications” are of the Shurangama 
Sutra and not those of the Dharma Lotus Sutra.  Every 
sutra has its own principle that is similar.  Likewise 
every sutra has its implication that is different.  The 
principle of this sutra and other sutras is the same.  
But the meaning of the sutra is not the same.  It’s like 
every one of us has different work and jobs.  Work is 
like the individual’s principle.  Although each one’s 
work is different, they are all regarded as work.  After 
work is done, it is its implication.  It’s also like we are 
investigating the Buddhadharma now.  The period of 
our study is the principle. The attainment of our un-
derstanding is its implication.  Hence the principle 
and its implication are unfixed. 
 
        To put it simply, the main theme of this sutra is 
to destroy delusions and reveal the proper.  It is to 
smash delusion that once gripped Ananda and reveal 
the true mind and the proper path.  What is the im-
plication of this sutra?  It is to return to enlightenment 
by turning away from delusions. In other words, 
walking from a deluded path into an enlightened one.  
Following the instruction of the ancient virtuous 
ones, it is prescribed in pairs of six: Smash and re-
veal, partial and complete, awakened and entering, 
substance and function, conduct and position, share 
and perfection.  However, if one is to understand 
them in detail, then it becomes irrational no matter 
how it is spoken; and ‘there is no entry without gain,‘ 
meaning one that enters has no achievement.  Since 
the principles illustrated by the ancient virtuous ones 
were much the same, one should not struggle just 
because the terminology is not the same, and regard it 
as profound and hard to understand. 
 
        Take work into account. Working with com-
puters is a job, so is working on scientific research. 
The nature of their tasks, however different, is simply 
work; their ends is for one to acquire income. Speak-
ing of work, the ultimate goal on our investigating the 
Buddhadharma is not for money to be earned, but for 
wisdom to be gained.  We aspire to open our wisdom 
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by treading the path towards Prajna. This is what 
we are striving for. If it isn‘t, why do we even 
bother  ourselves  to  investigate  the  Buddhad-
harma?  It is to get rid of our stupidity and to gain 
wisdom. 
 
        How to rid oneself of stupidity? One must 
get rid of delusion. Delusion is stupidity.  Without 
delusion and inversion, it is wisdom.  This is a 
very simple principle that requires no high pitch 
tirades on discussing its principle and its implica-
tion.  The principle of this sutra is to eradicate 
delusion and to reveal the proper; its implication 
is to realize Buddhahood. Ultimately, one must 
accomplish Buddhahood. Following every anno-
tations for the lecture is not necessary. The ex-
planatory notes are just to lead us to a path. Unless 
you understand, your lecture would still make 
sense. But you must have the basis; and your lec-
ture must be reasonable and tally with the mean-
ing of the sutra.  Then it is permissible. 
 
          Again, let’s take another example that is 
even simpler. Consider a little child who said, 
“Mother! I’m hungry.” The maternal response by 
providing food is perceived as its principle. The 
child having his fill is its implication. Another 
example: “Mother! I’m cold.” In this scenario, 
putting on clothes is its principle, and not feeling 
cold  is  its  implication.   Another  example: 
“Mother! I’m sleepy.”   Needing to sleep is its 
principle, and being sound asleep is its implica-
tion.  The meaning of the above examples are very 
easy to understand. 
 
        Sutra can cause us to learn and understand 
when we are confused. When we are deluded, we 
should investigate the Buddhadharma as a princi-
ple.  After we have mastered and understood, we 
will gain proper knowledge and proper view, and 
that is its implication.  If we understand this point, 
then we will also understand the principles and 
implications of the sutra. 
 
        Another saying is: “Eat food, wear clothes, 
and sleep are all principles and implications”.  
This is no laughing matter.  If you can truly com-
prehend these words, you would have understood 
the principle and its implication.  Don’t think that 
you all know how to eat, to wear clothes and to 



-6-     233 , 2014  1/2
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #233, January/February 2014

 

  

──  

 
 

 
    

  

 

 
 

  

sleep. In fact, you don’t.  Those who truly know how to 
eat will not feel hungry even if they don’t eat; those who 
know how to wear clothes will not feel cold even if they 
don’t wear clothes; those who know how to sleep will not 
feel sleepy even if they don’t sleep. 
 
End of 'Driving Force of Subjective Intelligence' 
Seminar  
 

The determination of the time. 
 
          When did the Buddha speak this Sutra? If the 
Buddha spoke the Shurangama Sutra for the sake of 
turning the Small (Vehicle) to the Great (Vehicle), it 
would be during the period of Vaipulya. Then, the Bud-
dha had since spoken the dharma for forty-nine years. On 
the other hand, if he spoke this Sutra at the time when 
King Prasenajit was sixty-two years old, the same age as 
the Buddha‘s, then this would have taken place in the 
period of Prajna. The determination of the time is to date 
whether it was during the period of Vaipulya or of Prajna 
when this sutra was spoken . Therefore, to date this Sutra 
in the Final Teaching is the real dharma. This is the de-
termination of the time.   
 
Editor's Note: The following is an excerpt taken from 
a seminar on 'Driving Force of Subjective Intelli-
gence' held on June 4, 1987. 
 
          The eighth door is the Determination of the Time. 
The Shurangama Sutra is classified as the Vaipulya 
teaching.  The Vaipulya teaching belongs to the Con-
necting teaching. ‘Connecting’ means penetrating with-
out obstruction.  It also connects those going before and 
going after.  Going before, it can connect the Small Ve-
hicle.  Going after, it can connect the Great Vehicle.  
Therefore it can be said that the teachings of the Shuran-
gama Sutra was during the period of Vaipulya or Prajna.  
Both are correct.  In the Vaipulya period, it connects to 
the Agama period and is teaching those of the Small Ve-
hicle to turn from the Small to the Great.  Why do we say 
it also connects after?  It connects to the period of Prajna 
that follows. The period of Vaipulya is the introductory 
door of the Great Vehicle.  It’s the time when people 
brought forth their initial resolve of the Great Vehicle 
Bodhi mind.  Hence it can be said that this sutra tallies 
with the period of Vaipulya and of Prajna.  It is con-
nected.  When we read the sutra we should read it in a 
lively way. Do not get attach only to a certain part.  That 
is like taking one and discarding hundreds, or describing 
a person as being stubborn and not making sense. 
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        With regard to this ‘Determination of the 
Time’, what is the time?  It is the time when the 
Shurangama Sutra was spoken.  The time can be 
during the period of Vaipulya or of Prajna since 
they are connected.  At that time, King Prasenajit 
was sixty two years old and the Buddha would 
also be sixty two years old.  Originally, when the 
Buddha had finished speaking the Vaipulya he 
was already fifty years old.  It took him twelve 
years to speak the Agama and eight years to speak 
the Vaipulya.  Hence the Buddha should be fifty 
years old.  But King Prasenajit said he was sixty 
two years old, so it is also likely that the time was 
during the period of  Prajna .  However, when the 
Buddha spoke this Sutra, it did not belong to the 
Prajna teaching.  It still fits in as the Connecting 
teaching.  Therefore it is being classified as the 
period of Vaipulya.  This is a general idea. 
 
         We should not confine ourselves or get at-
tached to this so called ‘time’. That is not an issue 
here. In the past, the great virtuous ones and the 
lofty Sanghas’ categorizing the teachings was 
correct at one point, but unnecessary and needless 
at another.  The descendants must view the prin-
ciples with flexibility.  You should not say that it 
has to be this way, or not to be this way. Nor 
should you draw on your ego to make distinctions 
if it is during this time or that time as this is 
without a fixed dharma.  
 

      (To be continued ...) 

 

 

 
 

(Continuing on page 11)   
 
         If you have come all the way here but fail to 
understand this verse, then we are still a thousand 
miles apart.  Therefore, you should all cherish 
yourselves. Do not underestimate yourself and 
decide not  to cultivate.  Don’t  look down on 
yourself and say, “I’m nothing but a dog anyway. 
”See yourself as a person, not a dog, and go to a 
good place, not a bad one. Everyone who listened 
to the dharma has awakened.  I am the only ex-
ception, that’s why I am still here in your com-
pany. The whole assembly rejoiced upon hearing 
this.  Everyone reverently follow in accordance to 
the teaching. 

  
(To be continued ...) 
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 (Continued from issue #232)   
 

“I have a verse without marks. If you can recite and 
memorize it, it will wipe away-accumulated eons of confu-
sion and offenses as soon as the words are spoken. The 
verse runs: 

 
A confused person will foster blessings, 

but not cultivate the Way; 
And say, “To practice for the blessings 

is practice of the Way.” 
While giving and making offerings 

brings blessings without limit, 
It is in the mind that the three evil have their origin. 

By seeking blessings you may wish to obliterate offenses; 
But in the future, though you are blessed, 

offenses still remain. 
You ought to simply strike the evil 

conditions from your mind; 
By true repentance and reform 
within your own self-nature. 

Suddenly awakening to the Great Vehicle, 
Truly repent and reform. 

Cast out the deviant, practice the right,  
and be without offense. 

To study the Way, always look  within your own self-nature; 
You are then the same in kind and lineage as all Buddhas. 

Our Patriarch passed along only this Sudden Teaching; 
Wishing that all might see the nature 

and be of one substance. 
In the future if you wish to find the Dharma body; 

Detach yourself from Dharma marks 
and inwardly wash the mind. 

Strive to see it for yourself and do not waste your time, 
For when the final thought has stopped 

your life comes to an end. 
If you want to enlighten to the Great Vehicle  

and see your nature, 
Reverently join your palms and seek it with all your heart. 

The Sixth Patriarch’s  
Dharma Jewel  
Platform Sutra 

 
A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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          The Great Master said, “I have a verse without 
marks. If you can learn this verse by heart, the muddled 
offenses you have accumulated from beginningless 
time, passing through limitless ages, for life after life, 
will be eradicated immediately.  
 
          A confused person will foster blessings, but not 
cultivate the Way. The resolve that I see amongst you 
who came to attend this summer retreat is truly com-
mendable.  You do not fear leg-pain, back-pain, or any 
pain whatsoever. You are ready to even give up your 
life for the sake of cultivating the Way. Such rare de-
termination makes me truly happy. Deluded ones say 
that to practice for blessings is practicing the Way. 
They are just like Emperor Wu of Liang who bragged, 
“I have taken Bhikshus across and have built many 
temples. I have made offerings and practiced charity 
and arranged vegetarian banquets. What great merit I 
must have! It’s probably even greater than Shakyamuni 
Buddha’s!” Giving and making offerings bring bless-
ings without limit. This is true. However, it is in the 
mind that the three evils have their origin. What are the 
three evils? Greed, hate, and delusion. Greed: “I’ll eat 
some more peanuts and then I won’t be hungry today.” 
Hate: “I want to eat more peanuts, but he finished it all. 
Grrrh!” Delusion: Hating the one who ate the peanuts, 
you become unreasonable. This is stupidity. Cultivat-
ing blessings while neglecting wisdom has made you 
so stupid that you can’t get over food, yet have the gall 
to speak of cultivating ascetic practices. Isn’t this pa-
thetic? 
 
         Do not think that you can offset your offenses by 
cultivating blessings. It does not work that way. By 
planting the seeds of blessings now, you will reap your 
blessings in the future. However, the offenses you have 
created still remain. It is imperative that you get rid of 
all the conditions of your offenses, i.e. jealousy, ob-
structiveness, greediness, hatred, arrogance, conceit, 
obsequiousness,  viciousness  and  wickedness.  “But 
they’re my old friends,” you say. “We’ve been together 
for many great kalpas. How can I part with them?” 
Well, if you can’t part with them, then there’s nothing 
else but to accompany them to the hells. 
 
          You should all bring forth sincere repentance.  
Having  suddenly  awakened  to  the  Great  Vehicle 
Dharma, truly repent and reform, and get rid of all 
wickedness.  At the same time, thread the proper great 
bright road.  This way, you will free from offenses.  
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        People who study the Way should always look within 
their self-nature. Ask yourself, “What am I doing? Am I be-
having like a person, a ghost, or an animal?” You are what you 
do. If you do the Buddha’s work, then you are a Buddha.  If 
you do human chores, then you are a human. What is the 
Buddha’s work?  The Buddha practices kindness, compas-
sion, sympathetic joy, and giving. His compassion is genuine, 
not bogus.  It has no greed and it is not attached to any ulterior 
motives. It does not seek for anything in return. Cultivators of 
the Way should do introspection. Ask yourself, “What is in 
my mind? Am I thinking like a demon or a Buddha? Am I 
harboring selfish thoughts or magnanimity?” If you are public
-minded and selfless,  then you are the same as all  the 
Buddhas. To become a Buddha, you have to do the Buddha’s 
work. If you act like a ghost, how can you be a Buddha? Pa-
triarch Bodhidharma transmitted only this Sudden Teaching 
Dharma-door, wishing everyone to see the Buddha nature and 
realize the Buddha Way together. 
 
         If you wish to find the Dharma-body, then separate 
yourself from all marks. Do not be attached and give rise to 
jealousy, obstructiveness, ignorance and afflictions. Do not 
think, “In the heavens above and the earth below, I alone am 
honored.” Be apart from all marks. Do not be attached to the 
dharma.  Do not be attached to the self. Cleanse and purify 
yourself. Be diligent and vigorous. Do not be lax, saying, “I 
will do the translation later, or I will type it up tomorrow.” 
You’ll never succeed if you’re lax and waste your time post-
poning every task.  You may even say, “Wait, I’ll eat later.” 
Wait, wait, until it’s time to die and King Yama won’t listen to 
you when you say, “Wait! I’ll die later.” If you are truly free, 
you come and go in birth and death and yet are not subject to 
birth and death. King Yama has no control over you. This is 
like the Third Patriarch, who said, “You see others sit in lotus 
posture to die and think it special. Watch this!” and grabbed a 
tree branch with one hand and went to Nirvana, just hanging 
there. Truly self-at-ease! When the final thought has stopped, 
your life comes to an end. In the earlier part of the sutra, you 
are taught not to cut off your thought, because when the last 
thought is cut off you die and then undergo rebirth in some 
other place? At the time of death there is nothing–no fame, no 
gain. Everything has to be let go.  You’ll be forced to put 
down what you can’t put down. No matter how dear your 
loved ones are, you’ll have to part with them. If you under-
stand the Great Vehicle Dharma Door of Seeing the Nature, 
then reverently join your palms and beseech for the Unsur-
passed Way. 
 
The Master said, “Good Knowing Advisors, all of you 
should take up this verse.  If you practice in accordance 
with this, you will see your nature at the moment these 
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words are spoken. As such, even if we are a thou-
sand miles apart, it will be like we are together. If 
you do not awaken, even though we are face to 
face, we are a thousand miles apart. So, why did 
you bother to come from afar? Take care of your-
selves and go well.” The united assembly heard 
this Dharma and there were none who did not 
awaken. They received it with delight and prac-
ticed in accord with it. 
 
        I believe the Sixth Patriarch is very eloquent and 
so he delivered this Platform Sutra. Otherwise, he 
wouldn’t have taught any Sutra at all. The Sixth Pa-
triarch continued, “You are all people with wisdom 
and good roots!  Our affinities date back for many 
lifetimes and many kalpas.  Hence, we are gathered 
here today.” At that time, there were no foreigners in 
the Master’s Dharma assembly; all were Chinese. 
That I have now met with so many Americans must 
be a case of even greater affinity. 
 
         You should all memorize this Verse-without-
Marks and cultivate accordingly. If you understand 
the line Cast out the deviant, practice the right, and 
be without offense, that means ridding the deviant, 
practicing the proper, and eradicating all offenses. If 
you understand your mind and see your nature, you 
are right beside me though we may be thousands of 
miles apart. If my disciples understand the Sutras and 
the principles I have explained, and accordingly re-
frain  from taking advantage  of  external  circum-
stances, getting jealous and angry, then they have not 
studied the Way in vain. If they don’t understand this 
verse, then even if we should stand face to face, we 
would still be a thousand miles apart. If they believe 
in me, although we are a thousand miles apart, we are 
face to face. 
 
 “Are you trying to make people believe in you?” you 
ask. 
 
A: I do not like people to believe in me. Why should I 
want you to believe in me? You’re better off believing 
in yourself than believing in me.  When you walk the 
Way, you do it for yourself, not for me. When you 
cultivate, you do it for yourself, not for me.  When 
you eat, you fill up yourself, not me. All I am doing 
now is teaching you the methods.  
 
 

(Continued from Page 7)   
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Only through our vigorous resolve  
we can certainly “go home.” 

 
          “I am going home! My fields and gardens 
are inundated with weeds. Why not return? My 
mind has been enslaved by my body; how sad 
and lamentable!  Realizing that the past is gone, I 
am prepared to rectify what is to come. I have 
since treaded within the path, ever awakening to 
today's rights and yesterday's wrongs.” 
 
          Those words were spoken by Mr. Wuliu 
(Tao Yuanming). I don't know whether he was 
enlightened to their meaning at the time he spoke 
them, because his words, when regarded in the 
light of the Buddhadharma, tally with the ulti-
mate principle. 
 
         What does “I am going home” mean? We 
know that the self-nature of the Dharma body 
originates from the constant, tranquil light of the 
Buddhas of the ten directions. The sutras say, 
“All living beings have the Buddha nature.” Our 
basic nature is not different from the Buddha’s. If 
this were negated, then “all having the Buddha 
nature” would not have been emphasized in the 
first place.  We would be unable to understand 
and become enlightened to our self-nature. Be-
cause of our defilement with the five desires and 
the dust of the Saha world, we retreat from our 
enlightenment and join instead with the dust. Our 
minds, therefore, cannot be awakened, nor are 
our basic natures recognized. 
 
         Certainly, we should not allow ourselves to 
be submerged and become inverted. We must 
return to our source by turning our backs on the 
dust and uniting with enlightenment. So, the 
words “going home” remind us to return to our 
original face, to our original home.  They also 

 

 
  

  
 

 
  

 
  

 The Land of Ultimate Bliss Is Right Before Our Eyes  
 

  
A talk given Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on the morning of June 14, 1958  

at Western Bliss Garden Monastery in Hong Kong 
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come to mean as our reliance on the strength of a 
Buddha or Bodhisattva through our merit accrued 
from reciting Buddha's or Bodhisattva's name to attain 
rebirth in the Pure Land. 
 
          After being awakened to one's own nature and 
born in the Land of Ultimate Bliss, one would have 
likely made his or her own great vows and fulfilled 
them by embarking on the ship of compassion to re-
turn to the Saha world and rescue sentient beings. This 
is what is meant by “coming back again.” In the line, 
“My fields and gardens are inundated with weeds,” 
what are “fields and gardens” referring to? “Fields” 
are referring to the field of the mind. The principle 
here is very straightforward. We often allude the 
phrase “suddenly clear away the underbrush” to the 
gaining of new insight.  When our minds are not cul-
tivated well, they turn into a thicket of scattered 
thoughts like the neglected fields and gardens over-
grown  with  grass  and  weeds  .  These  scattered 
thoughts stifle the good field of the mind. As long as 
you have not “cleared away the underbrush” you will 
not be able to return to the source, to understand your 
mind and to see your nature. 
 
         “Why not return?” is a three-word question to 
gently remonstrate us by the Buddhas and sages of the 
ten directions who are literally saying, “How pitiful 
and foolish living beings are! Why don't they hurry up 
and turn their heads around to see the other shore?” 
 
         The phrase, “My mind has been enslaved by my 
body,” means that living beings are drawn to the phe-
nomena replete with six defiling objects known as the 
objects of the senses that keep them from being 
awakened  to  their  own  minds.  Constantly  being 
turned by defiling objects, they strive towards their 
preservation along with the goal of making profits, for 
instance, until they exhaust their bodies. We undergo 
numerous sufferings as we toss and turn in the sea of 
birth and death. Unspeakable are myriad agonies and 
sufferings. This is also meant by the expression “how 
sad and lamentable!”  
 
          Is this the outcome that we living beings are 
beyond salvation?  Or that we are to subject ourselves 
to the turning wheel of the six paths forever? Abso-
lutely not!  Our mistakes in the past are acknowl-
edged, yet there is still hope for the future. You should 
know that you “can surely rectify what is to come.” 



-14-     233 , 2014  1/2
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #233, January/February 2014

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

         In the future, we must neither turn our backs 
on enlightenment nor join with the dust, as we had 
done so in the past. Nor should we let our minds 
become slaves to our bodies. Most of our deeds in 
the past were in the wrong such as the doubts we 
had with the laws of cause and effect, the lack of 
diligence in our cultivation, and the karma we had 
created from killing and other offenses. Today 
during this session, we are reciting the Bodhi-
sattva's name. This is what is right. So we should 
“awaken  to  today's  rights  and  yesterday's 
wrongs.” We must strongly uphold the good with 
care and quickly reform the bad in us with firm-
ness.   
 
         The ancients said, “An inch of time is worth 
an inch of gold.”  In the eyes of a cultivator, 
however, an inch of time is perceived to be worth 
an inch of life. For every passing moment, our life 
is already shortened by an inch. 
 

This day is already passed,  
and life is consequently shorter. 

Everyone should diligently cultivate,  
as if trying to save his very head.  

 
         If we wish to change our errors and tend 
towards the good, we must do so quickly!  We 
“have not actually strayed too far from the path”; 
so we can still reform. The Land of Ultimate Bliss 
is within sight! Only through our vigorous resolve 
we can certainly “go home.” 

 
 (The End of the Article) 
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2014 1    Schedule of Events – January of 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

1◎         

 New Year’s Day 

Auspicious Spirit  
Mantra of  
Eradicating Disaster  
8:00 am — 3:00 pm                                    

2◎                3◎                4◎         

5                              

  
Celebration of  Shakyamuni  
Buddha’s Enlightenment 
8:00 am —  10:00 am 
 

 
Amitabha Buddha Recita-
tion 
1:00 pm — 3:00 pm                                                                                                                  

6◎ 7◎         8◎                   

  
Anniversary of  
Shakyamuni Buddha’s 
Enlightenment 
 

 

9◎         10◎               

 
Monthly Memorial of  
Venerable Master Hua 

         

11◎          

 

12 
 

Recitation of   
Shurangama Mantra   
8:00 am —  10:00 am 
 

 

Great Compassion 
Dharma Assembly  
1:00 pm — 3:00 pm                                                                                                                  

13◎             14◎       15◎        16◎   

    

17◎               18◎        

19
 

Amitabha Buddha Recita-
tion 
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

20◎      21◎           22◎       23◎            24◎                                      25◎        
 

26
 

Recitation of  
Earth Store Sutra    
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

27◎        
                  

28◎        
   

           

29◎              

Avatamsaka Bodhisattva’s  
Birthday   
 

       

30◎  

       
31◎ 

Chinese New Year

Celebration of   
Maitreya Bodhisattva’s 
Birthday   
8:00 am —  9:40 am 

Auspicious Spirit  
Mantra of Eradicating 
Disaster  
1:00 pm — 3:00 pm        

        

◎

Great Compassion Repentance  12:30 pm                 
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)   258-6668  ( www.goldwheel.org ) 

2014 2    Schedule of Events –  February of 2014 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

1◎          

Auspicious Spirit 
Mantra of  
Eradicating Disaster  
8:00 am —  3:00 pm 

2                                                                 
  

Medicine Master Jeweled  
Repentance  
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

3◎          4◎
 

5◎          

 
Samadhi Light  
Buddha’s  
Birthday      

6◎                      

 

7◎  

      

8◎             

Venerable  
God Shakra’s Birthday    

9                                         
 

Amitabha Buddha Recitation 
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

10◎         11◎          12◎             13◎            14◎        15◎  

 

16                                        
 

Recitation of   
Shurangama Mantra   
8:00 am —  10:00 am 
 

 

Great Compassion Dharma 
Assembly  
1:00 pm — 3:00 pm                                                                                                                    

17◎         

 
18◎         19◎           20◎      21◎       22◎             

23 
 

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra    
8:00 am — 3:00 pm 

24◎         

               

◎  Great Compassion Repentance  12:30 pm                                                                     

  Monthly Memorial of  Venerable Master Hua    

                                                     

25◎         26◎         27◎         28◎          


