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The Heart of Prajna Paramita Sutra with *“Verses Without a Stand”
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
So too are feeling, cognition, formation, and consciousness.
Shariputra, all dharmas are empty of characteristics.
They are not produced, not destroyed, not defiled, not pure,
And they neither increase nor diminish.

Feeling, cognition, formation, and consciousness
are like emptiness and form.
Shariputra is asked to listen attentively:
All dharmas are empty of characteristics and devoid of nature.
Neither produced nor destroyed, they silently pervade.
Neither defiled nor pure, they are apart from defilement.
Neither increasing nor decreasing, they awaken to the esoteric Middle Path.
Clean and pure, transcend all creation in ultimate quietude.
Instantly enlighten to the original perfect fusion of self and dharmas.
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The !

Sutra ]

H A Simple Explanation by H
| Venerable Master Hsuan Hua ]

(Continued from issue #224)

This sutra was conveyed to save
Venerable Ananda. Why should he be
saved? For once, Venerable Ananda
did not truly grasp what is called the
real mark prajna. Rather, he concen-
trated on the literary prajna as the only
way, he thought, to reach enlighten-
ment. In addition, he believed that
being the cousin of Buddha would
give him the advantage of reaching
Buddhahood with Buddha’s help. That
attitude made Ananda less than deter-
mined in his cultivation which could
have otherwise helped further his
Samadhi. He never bothered to sit in
meditation, investigate Dhyana, or
apply effort at all to do what was re-
quired of him. As a result, not much
was attained from his study of the lit-
erary prajna.

One day, as the Shurangama
Sutra relates, Ananda had gone out
with his bowl to receive alms from
each house he visited. While traveling
alone on the road, he walked past the
daughter of Matangi. Belonging to a
heretical religion of the Kapilas as
“the tawny-haired,” Matangi’s impi-
ous mantra was undeniably effective.

wissv]

0 S

=
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I



4 % i@ M F2258, 2012 09/10A
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #225, September/October 2012

A E Bk — & R T EE
L& HAEMBLTEMRAETHE
PIE G o~ FHTE - FARE
Wk R ETHE R T 2R BE
TG o iR A AT B T
B AR RASRE D T
o — Bl TSR E KRk
BBV TR EZ RBETE
7! WERRETBEMBL R
PT VAR Rl e 48 R U ——4M 8 8%
— RN — B BRI E
iR THE ELXAET ) EE
w ks | QI ERTHA
T BAZNNEAG > PTRH
REZMMITICINEEREE # R
AT R ENR T3
BAESZ B EER K
RREEENRT )

EEAZ 0 hsE T o K ARLE
b A3k B B o P $E 9 3 % T
B BE  —F BTN S
T PARBHAREI (BEIL) °
(BB ) AT H I E
B R REER S 0 ke
P S B 32 B R AL BRIB R o [T
Y HOITHRBHRBET  IFE
PCREE AT BEEAR TS T ;iR
B —AEER  MEEERAG
WRT -G —F AT EE
EPIEMMIT RT ?ALITH
HERERT - Bk > @hR®TE
RR# 3 TR —a%H
AEENM !  RREARAKE
SR RAEES BN %
2 TaEh, - RERAZTH  Fih
B3R+ E RS AT
TR AF B T A 7 T A AE SR

So exceptionally handsome
was Ananda that when Matangi’s
daughter saw him, she immediately
became attracted to him. Unable to
win him over, she ran to her mother
and said, “You must get Ananda to
marry me. If you don’t, I’ll die.” As
the mother*s love to her daughter was
unconditional, Matangi agreed to
help and managed to exploit Ananda
by reciting a mantra used by her sect
— the Kapila mantra claiming to have
its origin from the Brahma heaven.
Because Ananda lacked Samadhi
power, he was unable to resist Ma-
tangi‘s spell. Soon after being over-
powered by it, he was led to her
daughter’s house where he came
close to breaking the precept. Of the
first five precepts: no killing, no
stealing, no sexual misconduct, no
lying, and no taking of intoxicants, it
was the precept prohibiting sexual
misconduct that Ananda almost vio-
lated.

The Buddha already knew what
was taking place. Upon learning of
his cousin‘s plight, the Buddha began
to recite the Shurangama Mantra to
do away with the Kapila mantra of
the former Brahma Heaven that had
caused Ananda to exhibit marked
confusion as though being under the
influence of alcohol or controlled
substance. Ananda was unaware of
his surrounding until the Shuran-
gama Mantra was being recited.

Attempting to fathom what had
came over him, Ananda then knelt
before the Buddha and, in anguish,
cried, “Having relied solely on eru-
dition , I lack the strength of the Way
or samadhi-power. Please, Buddha,
tell me how the Buddhas of the ten
directions are able to obtain samadhi-
power?” The Buddha’s answer was
the Shurangama Sutra. Ananda’s
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mishap prompted the sutra to be conveyed
for the first time. The Buddha cleared An-
anda’s confusion. From then on, Ananda
resolved on cultivating smadhi.

II. To Warn About Those With Insane
Wisdom Who Cherish Deviant Thoughts.

To warn means to alert and caution.
To alert whom? It is to alert those people
with insane wisdom. What does ‘insane
wisdom’ refer to? It refers to their use of
innate intelligence to harm people, rather
than pursuing the right path. Improper
schemes being reinforced by their intelli-
gence are called deviant thoughts. They
harbor these deviant thoughts, believing
that they conform to their shortcomings.
This sutra is to warn against those with in-
sane wisdom commending their improper
thoughts and shortcomings These people
fail to recognize their deviant thoughts,
while defending themselves, each saying, “I
am correct.” Many intelligent people in this
world outsmart themselves and act in a very
confused way. There is a proverb that says:

Intelligence is helped by hidden virtue.
Hidden virtue leads you to enter the path of
intelligence.

Those who do not practice
hidden virtue,
but make use of intelligence alone,
Will be defeated by their
own intelligence.

Intelligence is helped by hidden
virtue: Why is one intelligent? It is be-
cause he sowed virtuous conduct in the past
life. So in this life he is intelligent. Other
contributing factor could be that he studied
hard, or read many Buddhist sutras in past
life. Hence, his endowed intelligence. Hid-
den virtue leads you to enter the path of
intelligence: Why do you have intelli-
gence? It is because you had done many
wholesome deeds. Hidden virtue means
your good deeds are invisible to others.
Doing good deed does not endorse your
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striking the gong, your beating the drum,
your placing an ad in the paper or your
broadcasting on public radio, “I have done
something good, etc!” What is revealed is not
a hidden virtue. A genuine good deed is
when no one knows about your performing
it. There is a saying:

Good done hoping others will notice is
not true good.
Evil done fearing others will discover is
great evil.

Good done hoping others will notice
is not true good: When you want people to
know about your worthy undertaking and
say, “Oh, now | will announce to everyone
that | have done a good deed, etc.” This is not
genuine good. Why? Because you crave
only for reputation, and not for the sake of
doing good. Therefore, this is not true good.
Evil done fearing others will discover is
great evil: Being afraid that people would
learn of your misdeeds is called the greatest
kind of evil.

It is said that “Hidden virtue leads
you to enter the path of intelligence.” If
you “do not practice hidden virtue but
make use of intelligence alone,” you’re far
from having what is called genuine intelli-
gence because you don’t do good deeds even
when you are intelligent, be it little intelli-
gence, little knowledge, or little wisdom.
Without wholesome deeds being performed,
what you have is just petty intelligence or
petty wisdom as you have forgotten the
source. “Will be defeated by your own
intelligence” means your own intelligence
will besiege you.

A great general named Cao Cao during
China Three Kingdoms Period was ex-
tremely intelligent. There is a saying, “The
elder Cao was as crafty as a ghost. Emperor
Yao’s wisdom was like a god”. Cao Cao was
compared to a crafty ghost who only appears
at night, while Emperor Yao was regarded to
have a divine wisdom. The allusion to the
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divine brings to mind one occasion
where a layman Joe Miller once openly
said of me, “This Abbot is god. He is an
immortal.” The fact is that | do not want
to be an immortal. | find it meaningless
to be an immortal. Joe considered his
remarks as words of praise, but I con-
sidered them as a slander. In Buddhism,
celestial beings are not designated to
have any status of sorts. They are ex-
pected to be Dharma Protectors, pro-
tecting the Triple Jewel - the Buddha,
the Dharma, and the Sangha.

Good done hoping others will
notice is not true good. Evil done
fearing others will discover is great
evil. An evil person who acknowledges
the error of his way is the sign of great
goodness. A good person who falls prey
to iniquity, however, will join the ranks
of evil. When a bad person recognizes
his wrongdoing and says, “Now | will
rid myself of wickedness and go to-
wards the good”, he is regarded as a
great wholesome person for turning
wrong to right. But, when a good person
knowing right from wrong decides to do
evil because his good deed proves to be
unrewarding, he becomes an evil per-
son. Even when he already knows what
is considered to be wrong, why must he
still follow it? That is called a great evil.

A person with “insane wisdom”
tends to commit misdeeds and finds no
error for doing so. He may even be bent
on taking a life of another and say, “Had
I not killed him, he would have done it
to others. Now that he is killed, the
threat is gone!” Would you have agreed
his reasoning? In fact, the victim never
posed any threat to anyone, only to be
hated by the killer. The killer insisted
that Killing the victim helped eliminate
the threat to people. This kind of think-
ing is insane and is called deviant
thoughts. Even though what the killer
did was wrong, he was bold enough to
tell his lawyer, “Why did | kill him? It’s
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because I’'m afraid he will kill oth-
ers!” Just as the man responsible for
assassinating US Senator Robert
Kennedy vying for the White House.
The gunman said: “Why did | shoot
him? Because | am afraid that once
he wins the presidency he will ruin
the lives of Americans. That is why |
have to kill him!” Would you agree
with him or not? Hence, this is called
‘insane wisdom.” He was wrong and
still justified his actions. This is
called deviant thoughts.

To warn those with insane
wisdom, and those who cherish
deviant thoughts: You should not
be confused with this particular line
of text. “To warn’ is to alert a person
with insane wisdom. The word
‘cherish’ does not imply promoting,
embracing, or praising this person’s
deviant thoughts, but the person
himself who takes the part of doing
so, alongside his reasons to justify his
offense. However clearly he is in the
wrong, he would devise a compelling
defense for his alleged crime to dis-
suade the tribunals’ judgment against
him. Such is the example of one’s
insane wisdom cherishing his deviant
thoughts.

Thus, the Shurangama Sutra
warns against the use of such scheme
guided by deviant thoughts, and also
not to be convinced that they are
right, but to change their ways.
There are many smart people in this
world who do shady deeds. This is a
demonstration of their ‘insane wis-
dom’. The Sutra aims to correcting
their ways in order for them to walk
the proper path and return to proper
thinking.

(To be continued ...)
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The Sixth Patriarch’s

Dharma Jewel
Platform Sutra

A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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(Continued from issue #224)

“Good Knowing Advisors, there are those
who teach people sitting meditation, watch-
ing the mind and contemplating stillness,
without moving or arising; hereby, gaining
merit. Confused people cannot grasp the
teaching. Attached to their misconception,
they become muddled. There are many such
people, and they pass on their confused
thinking to others. You should know this is a
big blunder.”

Those confused do not understand the
principle. They thought, “Sitting here without
moving is the way to attaining Ch’an.” They
become muddled when attached to such erro-
neous thinking. One occasion brings to mind
when many people had come here claiming to
have been enlightened. They could not prove
how they got enlightened, yet they insisted that
they were. Such is the example of people mud-
dled by their being attached to misconceptions.

Many people fit that type of character.
They even mutually certify each other as hav-
ing enlightened. This is indeed a big mistake!
There had been bogus Buddhist Patriarchs dur-
ing the Tang Dynasty in China. So, it is not
surprising to find such characters in America
nowadays. On the other hand, these charlatans
paved the way for the truly enlightened ones. In
the beginning, people did not know what
enlightenment is. When they encountered these
individuals proclaiming themselves as the
enlightened ones, they observed how these self-
proclaimed ones behave. Suddenly, a truly
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enlightened person comes and no one believes in
him. They think that the truly enlightened one is
the same as the phony ones. Those of you who
now cultivate the Way and wish to attain enlight-
enment will have to deal with the widespread
influence of such pretenders in the future. If you
would hear me out, | would say the best method is
to remain silent when you become enlightened.

The way of the world flows as thus: what is
true in itself is countered as false, and what is false
in itself is countered as true. When you are true,
they will say you are false. When you are false,
they will say you are true. So, do not claim what is
true or false. Let people see for themselves.

The unenlightened ones usually claim
themselves to be enlightened. But when you are
enlightened, and then disclose about it, you are
just as those who are not enlightened. Why? The
enlightened ones do not state publicly such as “I
am enlightened and so forth” That kind of asser-
tion must be avoided. Enlightenment and non-
enlightenment are not different with one another.
Do not try to cover up using a fictitious title.
Whether you are enlightened or not, you are a
human being nonetheless. And, in due course,
both the enlightened and the unenlightened ones
can realize Buddhahood. Once again, do not dis-
close your enlightenment. It is even better when
no one knows about it, because a straightforward
mind is the Bodhimanda.

The Master instructed the assembly: “Good
Knowing Advisors! Originally, proper teach-
ing is not differentiated into ‘sudden’ or
‘gradual.’ It is the nature of people that gives
rise to distinction between sharp and dull. The
confused ones progress slowly in their cultiva-
tion; the enlightened ones awaken instantane-
ously. Each recognizes his original mind and
sees his original nature; at this point, there is
no difference. Therefore, the terms sudden and
gradual are but artificial nomenclature.

Originally, the teaching of Buddhism holds
no distinction between sudden and gradual
dharma. However, the potential of people varies.
Some are sharp; some are dull. The progress to-
ward dharma through cultivation is gradual for the
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confused ones. It is the opposite for the enlight-
ened ones: their wearisome dust, their false
thinking, their bad habits are all immediately
severed, enabling them to understand their mind
and see their own nature. Once they (those who
are sharp and those who are dull) understand the
mind and see their own nature, the distinction
cease to exist. The terms ‘sudden’ and ‘gradual’
to this teaching are merely artificial classifica-
tions.

“Good Knowing Advisors! From the very be-
ginning, this Dharma-door of mine has been
established with no-thought as its doctrine, no-
mark as its substance, and no-dwelling as its
basis. No-mark means to be apart from marks
while in the midst of marks. No thought means
to be apart from thoughts while in the midst of
thoughts. No-dwelling is the basic nature of
human beings. Worldly issues -- good or evil,
pretty or ugly, friend or foe, words that lead to
conflict and contention -- should all be treated
as empty. Do not have thoughts of revenge. In
thought after thought, do not keep going back
to events of the past. Constantly dwelling on
thoughts of the past, thoughts of the present
and thoughts of the future, you are in fetters,
since these thoughts continues endlessly. Not
dwelling in dharmas in thought after thought
IS to be unfettered. That is to take no-dwelling
as the basis.

From Shakyamuni Buddha’s time to the
present, the Sudden Teaching Dharma-door,
transmitted by the Sixth Patriarch, has no-thought
as its doctrine, no-mark as its substance, and no-
dwelling as its basis. No-mark means to be apart
from marks while in the midst of marks. No
thought means to be apart from thoughts while in
the midst of thoughts. No-dwelling is the basic
nature of human beings. Regard all worldly issues
as empty - be they good or bad, pretty or ugly,
friend or foe; be they of family relations, be they
aggression, deception or contention that results
from offensive language. Do not become attached
to them. Do not be vengeful. Do not think of
harming others. Do not let every thought dwell in
past events. Otherwise you will be bound by
thoughts of the past, of the present, and of the
future. These thoughts, like rolling waves, assail
without end. If you dwell on these thoughts, you
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tie up yourself in a bind and you can not be free.
Detachment from dharmas will liberate you. That as
the basis is meant by no-dwelling.

“Good Knowing Advisors! To be apart from all
outward marks is called ‘no-mark.” To be able to
be apart from marks is the purity of the
Dharma’s substance. This is to take no-mark as
the substance.

“Good Knowing Advisors! Maintaining non-
defilement of the mind in all states is called ‘no-
thought.” Keep your thoughts apart from states.
Do not let states cause you to give rise to
thoughts. If you do not think of anything, you
will completely rid yourself of thoughts. What a
tremendous mistake it is to think that you can
only sever all thoughts by dying, only to be re-
born in another place. Students of the Way
should ponder about this. To misinterpret the
Dharma and make a mistake yourself might be
acceptable, but to exhort others to do the same is
unacceptable. In your own confusion you fail to
understand, and, moreover you slander the Bud-
dha’s Sutras. For this reason, ‘no-thought’ is
established as the doctrine.

In every state you find yourself in, keep your
mind free of defilement. This is called “no-thought’.
Your clear and pure mindfulness should steer away
from all states. Do not give rise to thoughts within
the various states. Do not recall former thoughts
from those various states. If you believe that not
thinking about anything can eradicate all thoughts,
you are mistaken. Hence, the verse --

Attached to marks, everything is wrong;
With non-activity, you fall into emptiness.

“What should | do?” you ask. Here is where the
complexity lies in your progress to recognizing a
distinction. To succeed thus is considered as no-
thought.

You may think, “If 1 am without thoughts,
would | not be dead? How can one be without
thoughts, except when one is dead?” That view is
wrong! If you die here, you will be reborn else-
where. People cultivating the Way should be careful
of what arises in their mind. Your lack of under-
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standing the true principles of the dharma thus
causing to create many mistakes is pardon-
able. Your influence on others to commit the
same mistakes as you have, however, is un-
pardonable. Of your stupidity, you not only
fail to recognize your inherent nature, but also
slander the sutras as being incorrect. This is
the kind of stupidity and ignorance of the hu-
man race that prompted the ancient virtuous
ones to establish ‘no-thought’ as the vital
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(To be continued ...)
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Now that you are better off, you want to close
down the temple. It is like “burning the
bridges behind you” without taking into ac-
count the kindness that Buddhism has been
providing you. You should have repaid that
kindness. To forget the kindness you so re-
ceived spares you from repaying it. To close
down the temple clearly rests on your hands
alone.” That was how | scolded him. Since
then, he has not closed down the temple.

Question: When we cultivate, we are often
obstructed by stirring thoughts of resistance.
How should we conduct ourselves?

Venerable Master: If a tiger comes to eat
you, will you try to eat the tiger? That would
be called a resistance. Would you have acted
in like manner?

(To be continued ...)
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Gold Wheel Monastery will be celebrating Respecting Elders Day on
Sunday, November 4. Seniors 65 and above are cordially invited. Due to
limited space, please register ahead of time to ensure accommodation.
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How to Get Rid of Fear and Karmic Obstacle

FREA—AKLOFE+ A+ BHF#HXE Chithurst

A talk given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on October 10, 1990, in Chithurst, England
HER ;}‘7&1‘ VIR _ Worry begets fear.
AR ARG Wi o far o
RA RS you also fear nothing.

'@S}L/xﬁ ﬁg'b °

Question: How can we overcome lust,
fear, and doubt?
B : 5B E AR e T R 77 1R
R FRESR S s BES SR Venerable Master: Avoid eating meat,
S 9 onions, or garlic. Avoid taking stimu-
) lants. Recognize men as your fathers and
women as your mothers. By doing thus,

AN DR B] SR E S ER you will not give rise to lust. Worry be-
Rk — by b M6y G o L8 gets fear. Without worries, you fear
. by nothing. Without selfishness, you also

re w b 2 2 )2 kb 8
R T 5 7"5%"* ’ ;,E'k/\ q A fear nothing. Without fighting, greed,
FAF BB ERSELT seeking, selfishness, pursuing personal
GET o AERTHBE BA advantage, and lying, you have nothing to
" s o .. fear. You have doubt because you lack

B Ak 3 A B

Rk ’X;ﬁﬂ_[ﬁ R faith. You waver between faith and doubt.
Ao R A B o RF As stated in the Avatamsaka Sutra’s
TE~TEF E] ;rz\ B A Chapter on Worthy Leader, "Faith is the
FHESE  SEBFREENT o source of the Way and the mother of merit

and virtue." When awash with faith in the
Bt BERREES AR BIRA wisdom that is inherent in all living be-

150 BT AL - (3¢ ings, you will not have doubt.

) (B ) Lot TER Each day true words | voiced

BANEE, R F ALK without fear of being beaten or scolded,
s E o BERATNEE o even if those wishing to take away my life,

what hindrances
e - could there be after being liberated?
HEJEZE THITEE J
BEELR MBEAME Devote yourself to speaking only the
truth. Be sincere and straightforward.

= sy ko > Don't worry about someone who may scold
> > 2L o
FERARZARE > TATRE you or hit you. Even if telling the truth may

BOUHEE ) RRITHER & cost you your life, you should not be fear-
WEFHEZE - HHATREKRKT ful. What is there to fear? Would there be

: & , o 9 5 GRS worries after true liberation? What is left
KLY HaTHE T AR for us to be feared?
fHE£5500 7 A ET a8 ?
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Question: We were approached by several
laity who said, “We have been beset with
karmic hindrances that deter our advance
toward cultivation. We are considering
about retreating .” If such is seemingly
attributed to fixed karma, how should we
respond? Should we urge them to continue
with diligence?

Venerable Master: Everything depends
on the circumstances, just like medicine
being prescribed according to each indi-
vidual’s illness. Affliction is to ice what
Bodhi is to water. Afflictions can change
into Bodhi. At the point of death there is a
birth of life. You should learn to bear the
unbearable and to overcome the impossi-
ble. That’s what really counts. Don't get
trapped in the corner. There are no dead
ends. Even when you travel up a mountain
on an unpaved road, you would eventually
find yourself on a paved one.

About seven or eight years ago, | remem-
bered one layman who invited a monk to
stay at a temple that he built in New York.
Having this monk served as a representa-
tive, the layman thought, would help draw
people to his temple. The monk, however,
was not pleased being under the direct or-
der of the layman. Arguments later began
to ensue between the two, causing the
monk to leave. The layman expressed his
frustration to me over the phone about the
monk‘s departure, and threatened to close
down the temple. Disheartened by the
situation, the layman believed that he
would have been vindicated if | were at his
side criticizing the monk. Instead of sup-
porting him, | encouraged him to close
down the temple.

I said, “You should have closed it down a
long time ago!” He remained quiet on the
phone. Ten minutes of silence finally broke
when | told him, “When you were poor,
you found a way to making a fortune in the

name of Buddhism.
(Continuing on page 12)
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Celebration of Earth Store Earth Store
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D_ragon Tree Bodhisattva’s Venerable Master
Birthday Hsu Yun’s Birthday
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SLYEl — S Six Patriarch’s
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Mid-Autumn Festival

B EEE

Recitation of Earth Store
Sutra

8:00 am — 3:00 pm

November 18th - 25th, 2012 (8:00 am - 5:00 pm)
Gold Wheel Monastery will be holding the Jeweled Repentance of
Emperor Lyang. All faithful ones are welcome to participate.
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