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The Heart of Prajna Paramita Sutra with “\erses Without a Stand”
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

Crossing the Sea of Suffering

Crossing beyond the sea of suffering, one breaks free from the revolving wheel,
The rain stops, the sky clears, the bright full moon shines.
The Way substance is a gian source. Among the people appears a sage
whose indestructible, golden body is rare in the world.
Liberating life, why pine for an elixir of longevity?
Certifying to extinction, why wait for ten thousand kalpas?
Two deaths long gone, ending the five dwellings
To finally roam at will from East to West, throughout the Dharma Realm.

Single Thought
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(Continued from issue #221)

The Buddhist Canon is composed of twelve
divisions. It can also be said of twelve categories,
or twelve doors, or twelve kinds. In general, there
are twelve divisions. The twelve divisions are:

1. Prose; 2. Reiterative verses; 3. Bestowal of pre-
dictions; 4. Causes and conditions; 5. Analogies; 6.
Past events; 7. Present lives; 8. Vast and expansive
passages; 9. Previously non-existent teaching; 10.
Unrequested teaching; 11. Interpolations; 12. Dis-
courses.

The first of the twelve divisions consists of
the prose sections of the sutras — in Chinese, liter-
ally the “long lines”.

The second division, the reiterative verses,
consists of verses that rephrase the meanings ex-
pressed in the prose sections of the sutras.

The third division is bestowal of predictions.
In the sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha may tell a Bo-
dhisattva, “In such and such a kalpa, you will be-
come a Buddha. Your name will be such, your
lifespan will be such, you will cross over such a
number of living beings, your buddhaland will be
such.” An example is Dipankara (“Burning
Lamp”) Buddha’s bestowing the prediction of
Buddhahood upon Shakyamuni Buddha.

When Shakyamuni Buddha was on the causal
ground, he sought after the dharma and cultivated
the Bodhisattva Way with utmost sincerity. Can
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you guess the degree of his sin-
cerity? He was so sincere that
he once “spread out his hair to
cover the mud”. What does it
mean? In his former life when
Shakyamuni Buddha was walk-
ing down a road, he noticed a
Bhikshu walking toward him.
He didn’t know the Bhikshu
was actually Burning Lamp
Buddha. Between their path
there was a puddle. “If the old
Bhikshu walks through this
puddle, he’s bound to get
drenched,” he thought. Guess
what he did in this situation?
Because of his reverence for the
Triple Jewel, Shakyamuni Bud-
dha lay down in the mud and
water, offering his own body as
a mat for the old monk to cross
the puddle. Fearing the old
monk stepping into a pocket of
puddle still left uncovered, he
loosened his hair and spread it
across the mud for the old
Bhikshu to walk on.

Who would have known
that the old Bhikshu was Burn-
ing Lamp Buddha! When
Burning Lamp Buddha saw the
sincerity of such an offering, he
was pleased and said, “Thus!
Thus! You are thus; I am thus.”
‘Thus’ means ‘so it is’. The first
‘thus’ meant, “You have now
made an offering to me by lying
down and allowing me to walk
over the top of your body.” The
second ‘thus’ meant, “In the
past, I was this way, too. I also
cultivated the Bodhisattva
Way.” Burning Lamp Buddha
told him, “You have done the
right thing.”
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And then Dipankara Buddha
bestowed upon him a prediction,
saying, “In the future you will be-
come a Buddha named Shakya-
muni.” Why did Dipankara Buddha
offer this prediction? Because he
was moved by the sincerity of the
future Shakyamuni Buddha, and so
although he usually do not intervene
in other people’s affairs, he took
notice of this gesture and gave him a
prediction of Buddhahood.

The fourth division of the Sutra
explains the causes and conditions
that underlie the speaking of various
teachings.

In the fifth division, analogies
are used to illustrate the wonder of
the Buddhadharma.

In past events, the sixth divi-
sion, the sutras relate events in the
former lives of Shakyamuni Buddha
or of other Bodhisattvas.

Present lives, the seventh di-
vision, discusses events in Shakya-
muni Buddha’s present life or in the
present lives of other Bodhisattvas.

Vast and Expansive is the
eighth division. Vast refers to the
four directions. Expansive means
broad. Hence this dharma is ex-
tremely vast and essentially subtle.

Previously nonexistent teach-
ing, the ninth division, refers to
dharma that has never been spoken
before.

Without a request from any-
one, the Buddha himself emits light,
shakes the earth, and speaks unre-
quested teaching, the tenth division.
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Interpolation, the eleventh division,
refers to interjected verses that have no con-
nection with the passages preceding or fol-
lowing. It is an isolated verse in a passage.

The twelfth division is discourses.

If you want to know more detail about
these twelve divisions, you have to research
the Great Wisdom Shastra.

A verse says:

Prose, reiterations,
bestowal of predictions,
Interpolations, teachings spoken
without request,
Causes-and-conditions,
analogies, past events,
Present lives, vast-and-expansive,
previously non-existent,
Together with discourses,
form the Twelve Divisions.

In the Shastra of Great Wisdom--
Roll Thirty-three.

These are the names of the twelve sutras
explained in the Shastra of Great Wisdom.
Are these twelve sutras limited to just the
twelve divisions? No. Each sutra has within
itself these twelve divisions. This is not to say
that there are only twelve divisions in the
Buddhist Canon, but that every sutra text falls
under one of these divisions.

Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from the
‘Propelling Force of Subjective Intelligence’ lecture on
March 16, 1987.

What is the Great Buddha’s Summit
Concerning the Tathagata’s Secret Cause of
Cultivation? What is the Great Buddha’s
Summit Certification to the Complete Mean-
ing? What is the Great Buddha’s Summit
Myriad Practices of the Bodhisattvas? What
is the Great Buddha’s Summit Foremost
Shurangama? All these can be said as ‘Great
Buddha’s Summit’. It makes sense however
you say it.

What is the ‘Secret Cause’? It is a per-
son’s seed of wisdom. That is a secret cause.
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What is not the secret cause? It is living be-
ings’ foolishness and ignorance. The whole-
some seed is the secret cause; the evil seed is
not the secret cause. However you say it is
appropriate, as long as you have clearly pene-
trated its meaning. Once you have clearly
understood, then ‘there is no room that you
can’t enter and be at ease’. If you don’t un-
derstand, then whatever you do, you will run
into a wall. Hence, you have to clearly pene-
trate the sutras. You have to deeply enter the
sutra treasury and have wisdom like the sea.

‘Complete Meaning” means it has
reached the point of exhaustion. There is
nothing left. It is neither more nor less. It is
the Middle Way; Complete Meaning of the
Middle Way, no more and no less. No more
and no less is the Complete Meaning.

If we have not entirely done explaining,
we can continue next time because this is
really important. If you have thoroughly
penetrated its meaning, whichever way you
explain it makes sense, and that’s what counts.
It does not mean that when you are able to
speak about the Five Teachings, then you have
mastered the Five Teachings! Being able to
speak about the Four Teachings does not mean
you have mastered the Four Teachings, either!
Do not think, “Since every person has his own
way of delivering topics of Consciousness
Only, Dharma Appearance, etc, then I am fine
per se.” You must truly penetrate the Secret
Cause in order for it to count. If the Secret
Cause is not penetrated, this erudite study is of
no use! Hence, you have to truly penetrate
and deeply enter the sutra treasury. With
wisdom like the sea, only then can you truly
comprehend the sutras. If you truly compre-
hend the sutras and integrated into them, then
however you say will be correct. There is
nothing fixed; there is no fixed attachment.

In addition, the recorder and the pen are
the worst things that impair a person’s mem-

ory.

Lecture on ‘Propelling Force of Subjective Intelli-
gence’ lecture ended here.
(To be continued ...)
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A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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(Continued from issue #221)

On hearing this teaching, everyone in the
great assembly clearly recognize his own na-
ture. Together, they bowed, exclaiming, “This
is indeed good! May all living beings of the
Dharma Realm who have heard this immedi-
ately awaken to understanding.”

After the Great Master’s lecture, they real-
ized that they were never made aware of utilizing
their own bodies. They failed to see that their own
physical bodies represent the Western Paradise.
Now that they had heard the teaching, those pre-
sent in the assembly finally began to see their own
nature. “Really good!,” they exclaimed, “Never
before have we heard such wonderful Buddhad-
harma. Truly inconceivable! May all who hear it
become enlightened immediately and certify to
fruition.”

The Master said, “Good Knowing Advisors, if
you wish to cultivate, you may also do so at
home. Cultivation can also be practiced outside
of the monastery. If you live at home and culti-
vate, you are like the person of the East whose
mind is good. If you live in a monastery but do
not cultivate, you are like the person of the
West whose mind is evil. For as long as your
mind is clean and pure, you are residing in the
Western Paradise of your self nature.

Prior to his leaving the life of a layman, the
Sixth Patriarch once lived among the hunters for
fifteen years. During that time, he continued his
cultivation of the Way with diligence and vigor.
He clearly saw that cultivating the Way was not
exclusively for people living a monastic life.
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Even those living a home life could cultivate the
Way.

Laypeople who cultivate the Way can be
compared to people of the East whose mind is
good; left-home people who do not cultivate can be
compared to people of the West whose mind is
evil. This is just an analogy. Do not misconstrue
about people of the West as having an evil mind.
As long as your mind is clean and pure, you are
dwelling in the Pureland of your self nature.

(To be continued ..)
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(Continued from Page 14)

These ten Dharma-realms are not beyond a
single thought of our own minds. If our minds
constantly harbor the kindness, compassion,
sympathetic joy, and renunciation of the
Buddhas, we will eventually become Buddhas.
If our minds always practice the six perfections
practiced by Bodhisattvas--giving, holding pre-
cepts, patience, vigor, Dhyana samadhi, and
prajna, in the future we will become Bodhisatt-
vas.

When we cultivate the Dharma of Those
Enlightened to Conditions -- the Twelve Causal
Conditions, namely: ignorance leading to activ-
ity, activity leading to consciousness, con-
sciousness leading to name and form, name and
form leading to the six entrances, the six en-
trances leading to contact, contact leading to
feeling, feeling leading to craving, craving lead-
ing to grasping, grasping leading to becoming,
becoming leading to birth, and birth leading to
old age and death, in the future we will become
Pratyekabuddhas (Those Enlightened to Condi-
tions).

When we cultivate the Dharma of Sound-
Hearers -- the Four Noble Truths, namely: suffer-
ing, accumulation, extinction, and the Way, in
the future we will become Shravakas (Sound-

Hearers).
(To be continued ..)



& W i w ¥2224,2012& 03704

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #222, March/April 2012

+/§’ﬁ’$%ﬁ—_4w‘\g

The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond A Single Thought
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A talk given by the Venerable Master on October 8, 1990, Great Gaddesden, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire
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We must have a global vision;
we must expand the measure of our
minds and resolution to encompass

the nature of the Dharma Realm.
(Continued from issue #221)

Buddhism began in India and
then spread across the countries where
each has its own adaptation of
Buddhadharma. Burma has Burmese
Buddhism; Cambodia, Cambodian
Buddhism; Vietnam, Vietnamese
Buddhism; Thailand, Thai Buddhism;
China, Chinese Buddhism; Japan,
Japanese Buddhism; and Korea, Ko-
rean Buddhism. When Buddha spoke
the Dharma, was he speaking only for
the benefit of one country? No, the
Buddha bestowed his teachings to be-
ings according to their potentials and
situations at hand. He regarded people
of all nations equally the same. The
Buddhadharma itself never promotes
differences or divisions in any form.
Alas, many nations do not want Bud-
dhism to flourish. Hence, they con-
sider Buddhism as their own treasure
and claim that Buddhism belongs to
their country alone.

For this reason, during my visit
at a Buddhist monastery in Burma in
1953, when I was asked to provide
comments on their guestbook, I wrote,
“Throughout these years, I focus my
vision on the entire world and enhance
my mind to encompass the entire
Dharma Realm.” In other words, in
order for Buddhism to spread and
flourish, we have to see far ahead of
our future. We have to bring Bud-
dhism to every nation, to every corner
of the globe, and to every mote of
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dust. We must keep turning the great
Dharma wheel everywhere through
our effort to help teach and trans-
form living beings in order for them
to be free from suffering, to be able
to attain bliss and end birth and
death. Hence, I hereby boldly affirm
that Buddhism is not individualized
in each nation as its own. Buddhism
belongs to the entire humanity,
shared by all living beings. We
should not keep Buddhism as a per-
sonal treasure. We should rather
strive as much as we could to help
Buddhadharma  illuminate  the
world.

During my trip to Taiwan
where [ first met the Catholic Cardi-
nal Yubin, I told him, “You should
be a Buddhist among the Catholics.
You shouldn’t hold any sectarian
views.” At the time, he was a Cardi-
nal, just one rank below the Pope.
He was quite taken aback by my
suggestion that he be a Buddhist
Catholic. It was almost perceived as
an insult. I explained, “Don’t worry,
I will be a Catholic among the Bud-
dhists. If we share an ecumenical
vision to eliminate sectarian views,
oppositions, and divisions, then the
world will no longer have wars.
There will no longer be discrimina-
tions. I will not say that you are
wrong, nor would you say that I’'m
no good. We will not be kindling the
world with controversies. Don’t you
agree?” He pondered for a moment.
Slapping his thigh, he exclaimed,
“Fine! Let's do it!” So, he bowed to
the Buddhas and studied the
Buddhadharma. Even so, he still
desired for fame, hoping that he
would be elected as the Pope’s suc-
cessor. Unfortunately, his blessings
were not sufficient enough to secure
his status as the next Pope; nor did
the heaven grant him a long life.
Who knows if he had gone to the

-10-
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Heavenly Kingdom or to the Land of
Ultimate Bliss. Nevertheless, he would
perhaps find himself in whichever place
that had the strongest pull.

When I first arrived in the United
States, a scholar came to see me. I did
not know if he was a Catholic or a Prot-
estant. Nor did I know if he wanted to
ask a question or wanted to challenge
me. He asked, “Which of the world’s
religions do you think is the best?” Most
people, assuming that they are Bud-
dhists, would say that Buddhism is the
best. If I were to say thus, he would not
be pleased with my remark. He would
find a point to argue with me.

I was not playing smart nor getting
the better of him; I just did not want to
argue with him. As one saying goes,
“The good do not argue, those who ar-
gue are not good. The wise do not talk
back; those who talk back are not wise.”
How could I prevent an escalation to
verbal disputes since I did not want to
argue with him? I replied, “The religion
you believe in is the best.” “Why?” he
asked. “If it was not,” I added, “why
would you believe in it? The fact that
you put your faith in it proves that it's
the best. There’s no need for debate.
You believe in the religion you think is
best, and I believe in the religion I think
is best. That way no armies are mobi-
lized, no arguments are created, no de-
bates are necessary.” When he heard
what I said, he did not have anything
else to say.

Sutra says
If people wish to understand
The Buddhas of theThree Periods of time,
They should contemplate the nature of the
Dharma-realm:
Everything is made from the mind alone.

The Thus Come Ones know and
see all thoughts in every living beings.
So, the ancients composed the following
verse:

-11-
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Three dots like a cluster of stars,
A hook like the crescent moon:
Furred creatures come from it;
Buddhas are made from it too.

Why is “everything created from
the mind”? Consider how the Chinese

character for “mind” (-=) is written. It

comprises of three dots as stars being
spread out in the sky, and a hook is
shaped as that of a crescent moon. There
are times when the moon waxes, whilst
at other times it wanes. The phases of the
moon parallel our minds shifting be-
tween two opposite sides. There are mo-
ments, for instance, when our best con-
duct shines the brightest; yet another
when our feral nature perpetuated by our
misguided habits reveals our darkest
selves, deviating us from our commit-
ment to do good.

As we are now investigating the
mind, allow me to share with you my
personal story. When I was young, I
wasn’t on my best behavior, because I
often caused trouble for pulling stunts
on people. Fifteen years of age was
when I first began attending school until
I reached seventeen. Thus, I received
only two and a half years of formal
education. When I was around nineteen,
I became a Shramanera [novice monk].
One of the celebrated customs during
lunar new year in China is couplet writ-
ing where people take part in composing
auspicious phrases or mottoes. As I be-
gan my studies with Buddhism, I too
participated in couplet writing. The fol-
lowing phrase that I wrote haphazardly
with my eyes closed was “Wisdom like
the sea.” Since I did so for the new year,
my couplet was hung on the wall.

One of my fellow novices saw
what I had written. I did not know if he
thought of it as good, yet he kept on
reciting the words I wrote, much less
stunned at my erratic brush strokes as if

-12-
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I were drunk. He recited,
“wisdom like the sea” for another
dozen times during which he
seemed to be in a state of trance
until I interrupted, “Your karma
is like the sea!” He became in-
furiated afterwards, and wanted
to punch me. I said, “Your karma
is like the sea, but you haven’t
heard the rest of my explana-
tion.” I explained, “I could be
implying that your good karma is
like the sea, or maybe your bad
karma is like the sea. If I'm
meaning to say that your good
karma is like the sea, then what’s
there to be mad about?”

After the comment I made, 1
did not know what would follow,
only to discover that his temper
disappeared. As we can see,
word choices can have an effect
on a human mind. They can make
a person angry or happy. Now let
us all think about it. What causes
us to behave in such a manner?

There was a time again
when I went back to mischief.
This, too, happened when I was
still a Shramanera. As I was car-
rying a roll of blank paper and
walking down the road, another
Shramanera called out to me,
“What’s written on that roll of
paper you’re holding? Let me
see.”

He demanded for my paper
to see what was written on it. If I
had told him that there was noth-
ing on it, he would not have be-
lieved me. And so I said, “I can’t
show you this paper, because it’s
a contract indicating that I am
selling you to someone.”

-13-
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When he heard what 1 said, he be-
came upset. “What right do you have to
sell me?” he bickered.

“I really have the right to sell you,” I
responded. He tried to snatch the paper
away from me.

I said, “Since I am a monk, I have
the right to sell you regardless”.

“No way!” he retorted. I countered,
“I’ll tell you. By then, you will have ac-
knowledged that I do have the right to sell

29

you.

“That's preposterous! To whom
would you have sold me?” he asked. “To
the Buddha!” I replied.

When he heard my answer, he re-
mained silent for a brief period. Then he
said, “ Okay.” So you see, a slight change
in a response clearly made the difference.
What is the bottom line here?

The two public records I just de-
scribed earlier were my experiences in the
course of my cultivation. And there’s no
question about the validity of the following
statement, “everything is made from the
mind alone.” As of the word, “Dharma-
realm,” cited above, there are ten Dharma-
realms:

1. the Dharma-realm of Buddhas

2. the Dharma-realm of Bodhisattvas

3. the Dharma-realm of Those Enlightened
to Conditions

4. the Dharma-realm of Sound-Hearers

5. the Dharma-realm of gods

6. the Dharma-realm of asuras

7. the Dharma-realm of people

8. the Dharma-realm of animals

9.
1

the Dharma-realm of hungry ghosts
0.the Dharma-realm of hell-beings

(Continuing on page 8)
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HSun

—Mon

“Tue

=Wed

PMThu

“tFri

- Sat

© ##F K&, Great Compassion Repentance 12:30 pm

10

20 #+
EREANER
HFA&LA
Monthly
Memorial of

Venerable
Master Hua

30

4
BRUEE
Recitation of Shurangama

Mantra
8:00 am - 3:00 pm

=G

60

7© —At+&
Rk RBEER

Shakyamuni
Buddha’s
Nirvana Day

80

90

100

il T+

F A0 R B 4G (P — ) BE)
Daylight Saving Time
begins 2:00 am

BELHEE#R

Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva’s Birthday

XEEE

Great Compassion Dharma
Assembly

ER AP

Recitation of Universal Door
Chapter ; Universal Bowing
8:00 am—10:00 am

REM

Great Compassion Repentance
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

120

130 +—
LRERER

Universal
Worthy
Bodhisattva’s
Birthday

140

150

16©

17©

18

G2 g

Amitabha Buddha Recitation
8:00 am—10:00 am
AEEE

Liberating Life Ceremony
1:00 — 3:00 pm

190

200

210

220=R#—

230

240

25
SFRAREE
Recitation of Six-Syllable

Great Bright Mantra
8:00 am —3:00 pm

260

270

280

290

300

310 #+
ERNEARE
FARANR
Monthly
Memorial of

Venerable
Master Hua
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201254 A &8 %& Schedule of Events — April of 2012
HSun —Mon “Tue =Wed P4Thu ZiFri - Sat
1 20 3© 40 50 =A+% (60 +55 |70 +
RRILEY BEXN | RREEER | FEARRR
Recitation of Shurangama - Fch Bl e MR
Mantra HEKH o [oF ]
sattva’s Birthday Chang Ren’s
8:00 am - 3:00 pm Great Master Birthda
Chang Jr’s Y
Leaving Home TR EARR
Day Venerable
Master Hua’s
Birthday
8 90 10© 11© 120 130 14©
XEEE
Great Compassion Dharma
Assembly
WL
Recitation of Universal Door
Chapter 8:00 am—10:00 am
REM
Great Compassion Repentance
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
15 16© 17© 18© 190 200 210 wWAm—
BhEE
Amitabha Buddha Recitation
8:00 am —3:00 pm
22 230 240 #19 |250 |260 270 280 A
BAUFlERBE LT XHhEEER Fein & RT3
Celebration of Shakyamuni Manjushri Shakyamuni
Buddha’s Birthday Bodhisattva’s Buddha’s
e Birthday Birthday
Dharma Assembly of (actual day)
Bathing the Buddha
8:00 am—10:00 am
AAEZE
Liberating Life Ceremony
1:00 —3:00 pm
29 300 1+ |© ##F K LB Great Compassion Repentance 12:30 pm
NFERAREE FTREARE
Recitation of Six-Syllable Great -
Bright Mantra HAwZH
8:00 am —3:00 pm Monthly
Memorial of
Venerable Mas-
ter Hua
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