& ¥ & A %213#,2010& 9/10°%
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #213, September/October 2010

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery
Newsletter

235 North Avenue 58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 Tel: (323) 258-6668
www.goldwheel.org

EALA--BZTEBR

2 /¢ 2R B

LHi&E—IN=_f +FHFERLE
MXERBALE EHRBPEEER

Verse on Keys to Chan Meditation
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

Return to the Light, Illumine from Within

Today, in the year 1982,
From the Ten Directions, all gather here to investigate dhyana.
Return to the light, illumine from within, contemplate at ease.

Sages and worthy ones will be chosen among the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
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- Shurangama Sutra

A Simple Explanation by
I Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

The

Buddhism’s Freak-spotting Mirror,
Demon-Subduing Pestle,
Demon-Slashing Sword

A talk given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
on 1974 in Vietnam

Today | will first propose that we need to
investigate a sutra. In Buddhism, this sutra
is a freak-spotting mirror, a demon-subduing
pestle, and a demon-slashing sword! What
is this sutra? It is the Shurangama Sutra.
The Shurangama Sutra opens one’s wisdom.
However, this sutra is being assailed by the
so called ‘scholars’ all over the world.
How? They impugn the authenticity of this
sutra, declaring it as not genuine.

Even though they have claimed that this
sutra is a fake, why do we still want to in-
vestigate this sutra? It is of profound value.
It is worthy of study. This sutra uncovers all
the various kinds of deviant knowledge and
deviant views of all the heretics. It clearly
describes all the knowledge and views that
are not in accord with the Buddhadharma.
Hence this sutra is a freak-spotting jeweled
mirror; it is a demon-subduing pestle; it is a
demon-slashing sword! If this sutra is un-
derstood by every person, then the celestial
demons and the heretics will naturally dis-
appear, the wars in the world will cease, and
all human kind will again attain peace.
Therefore this sutra is most important!
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Young people should work hard to in-
vestigate the Buddhist studies now. What
should they investigate? | suggest that all
of you should harness every fiber of your
soul into investigating the Shurangama Su-
tra. If you can all understand the Shuran-
gama Sutra, then you too will be able to
discern the Buddhist studies. In particular,
the Shurangama Mantra is an inconceiv-
able mantra. Once, Upasaka Jun Jung al-
most penetrated the Buddhist studies but
was confounded by numerous thoughts,
ruminating between his preferences. Simi-
larly, you may not be able to turn away
from your thoughts of this Shurangama
Mantra. You can try to ponder but you
won’t be able to penetrate it. Why? Be-
cause it has an inconceivable power.

In Buddhism, the Shurangama Mantra
is regarded as an efficacious text. What is
an efficacious text? It transcends charac-
terizations. It is truly ineffable. If each one
of us can memorize the Shurangama Man-
tra by heart, then 84,000 Vajra Treasury
Bodhisattvas will always come to protect
you. The Shurangama Mantra is most
wonderful! It is also the longest among all
mantras. It has more than 2,320 characters.
All you young people! You should resolve
to study the Shurangama Mantra, to read
the Shurangama Sutra, and to commit both
the Shurangama Sutra and the Shurangama
Mantra to memory. In this way, you can
firmly plant your root in Buddhist studies.

Faithful devotee: The Dharma Master has
just mentioned that everyone should read
and diligently study the Shurangama Sutra.
May | ask the Dharma Master what is this
Shurangama Sutra about? Why do we have
to read and study it? Is it acceptable if we
don’t study it?

Venerable Master: If you want to know
what it is about, then you should read it. If
you don’t want to know, basically there is
no need to ask this question.
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Faithful devotee: Why doesn’t the Dharma
Master introduce the Vajra Sutra? It comes to
mind that the Sixth Patriarch, the Great Mas-
ter, become enlightened upon hearing the Va-
jra Sutra. Why not recommend the Sixth Pa-
triarch Platform Sutra since that sutra be-
stowed the Sixth Patriarch’s attainment of the
Way. Why does the Dharma Master endorse
only the Shurangama Sutra?

Venerable Master: The importance of the
Shurangama Sutra was already mentioned last
night. When the Buddhadharma ends, the
Shurangama Sutra is the first to disappear. If
the Shurangama Sutra is gone, then all the
goblins, demonic spirits and freaks will appear
in the world. In this world, there are five great
demonic armies. In the Shurangama Sutra
there is the Shurangama Mantra. Within the
Shurangama Mantra there are Five Divisions.
These Five Divisions reign in the world’s five
great demonic armies. If there is none who
can read and recite the Shurangama Mantra,
this world will lapse into wretchedness. That
will be really the unthinkable, in a worst-case
scenario. Those goblins, demonic spirits and
freaks will appear in the world. The reason
that you cannot see or hear them is because
they are afraid to manifest now due to the ex-
istence of Shurangama Mantra in this world.
At any place, if there is one who can recite
Shurangama Mantra, the goblins, demonic
spirits and freaks will not dare show them-
selves!

Faithful devotee: Dharma Master! The Can-
tonese talks of using charms and casting spells
on people. May I ask whether not hex actually
exists? How come so many people had per-
sonally experienced it? As Buddhist students,
how should we regard such craft? Why allow
this evil to exist?

Venerable Master: In this world, there exists
hundreds and thousands of strange things.
Anything can happen. It is said that as enor-
mous as heaven and earth, and as vast as the
four seas, there exist every possible strange
things. However, in summation, people must
embrace a proper mind. Have a proper mind,
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cultivate the body, bring harmony to one’s family,
govern one’s country well, and bring peace on
earth. If our mind is proper, then all the heretics
will have no way with us. The reason that you
were imprecated by others is because your mind
had been improper. Thus it allows the deviant
beings to disrupt you. If your mind is proper, as
the saying goes: The deviant cannot win against
the proper, no matter what kind of sorcery is en-
gaged it will not be effective.

So far, | have just proposed that everyone should
investigate the Shurangama Sutra, read and recite
the Shurangama Mantra. If all of you can
memorize the Shurangama Mantra, then all the
hexes will have no effect and they will be ren-
dered useless. This Shurangama Mantra can ex-
tricate from all demonic nets. It can dispel all
magic charms of the heretics. Its power is incon-
ceivable. If you do not want to be disrupted by
any imprecations, you should read and recite the
Shurangama Mantra. Didn’t | just mention be-
fore? Whoever can sincerely read and recite the
Shurangama Mantra will have the protection of
84,000 Vajra Treasury Bodhisattvas.

Faithful devotee: May | ask when should we
recite the Shurangama Mantra?

Venerable Master: Recite the Shurangama
Mantra when you are not bowing to the Buddha.
Whether you are walking, standing, sitting, or
reclining, you can recite and uphold the Shuran-
gama Mantra. When you uphold the Shurangama
Mantra, you will not have scattered thoughts.
Correspondingly, when you recite Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s name, you will have no scattered
thoughts. If you recite and uphold the Shuran-
gama Mantra, it will also cause you to attain
Samadhi. Samadhi is proper concentration and
proper perception. It can cause your mind free
from wandering and perturbation, thus void of
any scattered thoughts.

Faithful devotee: We don’t know how to recite
the Shurangama Mantra, but we do know how to
recite the Great Compassion Mantra and the Ten
Small Mantras. Are they also included in the
Shurangama Mantra?
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Venerable Master: The Great Compassion
Mantra and Ten Small Mantras are part of the
morning recitation, yet they do not belong to the
Shurangama Mantra. The Shurangama Mantra
has Five Assemblies. The Five Assemblies have
Five Divisions: Buddha division, Lotus division,
Production-of-Jewels division, Vajra division,
and the Karma division. These Five Divisions
manage the Five Directions.

You said that you don’t know. If you don’t
know, then take your time to learn it. No one
knows at birth how to recite the Shurangama
Mantra. If one can recite at birth the Shurangama
Mantra, then one is surely a Bodhisattva. Nev-
ertheless, those who don’t know should learn it.
One simply cannot say “l don’t know” and be
excused from learning it. The reason that you
have to study is because you have not graduated
yet. If you say “l won’t study” but still want to
graduate, it will not be permissible at all.
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(Continued from Page 9)

The Master said further, “In the Ta Fan Tem-
ple I have just now spoken the Sudden Teach-
ing, making the universal vow that all living
beings of the Dharma-realm will see their na-
ture and realize Buddhahood as they hear
these words.” Then among Magistrate Wei
and the officials, Taoists and lay-people who
heard what the Master said, there were none
who did not awaken. Together they made
obeisance and exclaimed with delight, “Good
indeed! Who would have thought that in Ling
Nan a Buddha would appear in the world?”

After hearing the Sixth Patriarch’s Verse of
No-Marks, those who were present in the assem-
bly, i.e. Magistrate Wei and the officials, Taoist
followers, lay people, all examine themselves in
retrospect, reformed their ways and awakened to
understanding. They made obeisance to the Sixth
Patriarch and joyfully acclaimed, “Good indeed!
Good indeed! Who would have thought that a
living Buddha would appear here in the land of
barbarians of Ling Nan!”

(To be continued ..)
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The Sixth Patriarch’s
Dharma Jewel

Platform Sutra

A Simple Explanation by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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(Continued from issue #212)

If you attend to others’ faults,
Your fault-finding itself is wrong;
Do not follow others’ faults;

My faults are my own transgressions.

Does the Buddha look at other people’s
faults? No. The Buddha sees all living beings
as Buddhas. If you see other people doing
wrong deeds, do not follow his example. If you
focus on his faults, then you become part of the
faulty enterprise and you will also be at fault.
Instead, you should have great kindness and
compassion for everyone. Empathize with all
living beings and resolve to cross them over to
Buddhahood. It is like a past case of a hippie.
Although this hippie exuded demonic air, he
nevertheless bowed to the buddhas. Last year,
he said, “I have a lot of patience for him.” But,
this year, | have two disciples who can no
longer stand him and chased him away. Nor-
mally, | do not agree with this turn of events.
However, since he’s gone, | just let it go. In
reality, we should regard him with kindness
and compassion instead of focusing on his
faults.

Simply cast out the faulty mind,
Once cast away, afflictions are gone;
When the mind is not bounded by
love and hate,

One can relax, with both legs outstretched.

Love and hate are forms of emotions. Cultiva-
tors of the Way should truly regard all living
beings with kindness and compassion. They
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should make such vow, “I will not become a Bud-
dha until I have crossed-over all living beings to
Buddhahood.”

Today someone asked to formally become a
Buddhist by taking refuge with the Triple Jewel --
the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. After taking ref-
uge you must follow the rules. Those who believe in
the Buddha should not stay put in faulty habits as
they were before. If they are, others will say, “He is
a Buddhist, but he still has his same old habits. He
hasn’t changed.” Therefore | have made this vow: if
those who have taken refuge with me do not realize
Buddhahood, I will just wait here for them. You
must realize Buddhahood before | do. | have no
other method. If you take refuge, you should culti-
vate a little faster. Don’t make me wait for you.
After a long wait, | may eventually decide to wait
no more.

“One can relax, with both legs outstretched.”
This sounds perfectly appealing to the lazy ones!
However, this line does not mean to be lazy and go
to sleep. This line pertains to being free. Unchained,
unshackled, unfettered, and free, you “leave upside-
down dream-thinking far behind and attain ultimate
Nirvana.” Do not interpret the Sixth Patriarch’s
Sutra as saying that you should stretch out both legs
and go to sleep.

If you want to transform others,
You must perfect expedient means.
Not causing others to have doubts,
Your own self-nature will manifest.

To practice expedient means, one must know
what Dharma is befitting to be spoken to specific
living beings. To this end, one must not be attached.
Do not cause living beings who hear this Dharma to
harbor doubts. If you are able to do this, then you
have learned how to utilize your inherent nature,
and the brilliant wisdom of your self-nature has
manifested.

The Buddhadharma is here in the world;
Enlightenment is not apart from the world.
To search for Bodhi apart from the world
Is like looking for a hare with horns.
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What is the Buddhadharma? The Buddhad-
harma includes both mundane and transcendental
dharma. The mundane dharma is just the ordinary
dharma. The Buddhadharma is in the midst of the
world and yet transcends the world. It is not apart
from all the Prajna wisdom in the world. Do you
think you can find a rabbit with horns? There is
no such thing. If you separate yourself from
worldly things to seek the transcendental dharma
elsewhere, that is like looking for a rabbit with
horns.

Proper views are transcendental;
Deviant views are all mundane.
Deviant and proper completely destroyed:
The Bodhi nature appears spontaneously.

Having proper view is transcendental
dharma. Proper view is enlightening to the fact
that sexual desire must be cut off. When you
casually follow your desires, yielding to them
instead of causing them to yield to you, you are
holding to deviant and mundane views. When
neither the deviant nor the proper remains, the
Bodhi nature is spontaneously manifested, and
there is no need to look for the Bodhi nature any-
where else.

This verse is the Sudden Teaching,
Also called the great Dharma vessel .
Confused ones take ages to understand,
Enlightenment happens in split seconds.

The verse that | have just spoken is the
dharma-door of sudden enlightenment and real-
izing Buddhahood. It is called the Great Dharma
vessel because it can ferry all living beings from
the shore of birth and death across the current of
affliction to the other shore of Nirvana.

If you are deluded, many ages may pass before
you become enlightened. However, if you can
instantly awaken to this dharma door and cast out
all your desires, then you can abruptly become
enlightened in the space of an instant.

(Continuing on page 6)



& ¥ & A %213#,2010& 9/10°%
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #213, September/October 2010

&ﬁ&

ﬁﬁiﬁl%
HEXKFTT !

B & ol & APIEME H 78 & 3
B B bR A H A B 48 i
TERH RBARMN T R

FRGHUF LRARALEGTY

JURA B4 B A A ke
AN RASREBMIFRE AR
#ni; D A9 2L R PRy 2Rk

Fgm ) BEE b TRI®
v&&% L TRT58 ) 9 KR
BE EBtHE I RETRRMEE
B F - R M T —RZ%
T o BP0 ARBUALAPT R K
MAY R AT THER
TrEEZER LA EHAETHAE

& o

RARME) &R K EET
Jﬂ*—éFm Hege BT A 0 B T IF A

HEH O hATHELEBRT Kz
@*n&ﬁﬁémxﬁ%ﬁtm
WAL Y 5

KT E AR EH
A ’)&ﬂ:%éﬁlf?ﬁ"ﬁ/\ - HAH
FEGRE R A NERFR
FEFFFRAN S K S T A NI F
AN BARRFRIE -t &

FEA—AAOF+ A=+ @ #NEBERBESARHN Al
A talk given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
on October 24,1990 at UNESCO in Paris, France
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Education -A Nation's Best Defense

Education is the most thorough and
fundamental form of national defense.

Good and wise advisors: Wherever our
delegation journeys, we propagate Buddhist
education. Buddhist education aims to pre-
serve human nature; an education that shel-
ters human souls; and an education that de-
fends human lives.

Any individual endowed with intelli-
gence, good conscience, and common sense
should know that the mistakes made by our
current educational system and educators
alike can harm society much worse than
AIDS. The errors of modern education af-
flicting us are more serious than cancer. They
are more dangerous than the disaster of nu-
clear war. Imperceptibly, because of our poor
education, we are destroying our own
younger generation. We are causing our
children to forsake their own natures, to
compromise their souls, and even to forfeit
their lives.

That is why our delegation travels
about, advocating clamorously at every lec-
ture sites: We hope to awaken the people of
the world, and get everyone we meet to re-
form the educational system. In this way we
want to pull back the future generation from
the brink of disaster, save the world from ex-
tinction, and keep humanity from its end.

My saying these things does not intend to
startle the world or cause trouble, nor rouse
public fear. Take a look at our school chil-
dren. Even while in elementary school, stu-
dents have already learned to take the lives of
another, set properties on fires, and behave
promiscuously between the opposite sexes. |
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ask you, what manner of education is this? It is
extremely alarming when these things have
taken place even at the elementary school level.
What kind of future ought we expect of this
world? We are, in effect, cutting off the roots of
our younger generation. Once those roots are
severed, we face the extinction of humanity and
the end of civilization. There is no need for nu-
clear explosions or poison gas to bring about
the end of the world. Our present education
system is harmful enough to a degree where
students are led away from the road of light into
dark ones.

In high school, students learn to take drugs.
Drug dealers are ubiquitous, concocting poi-
sonous substances accessible around the world
where innocent children are taught to use them.
If you think about it, this problem potentially
endangers humanity. It is an international men-
ace. Yet our governments are not taking care of
the problem at its root. Instead they propose to
fortify national defense systems against inva-
sion from other countries, not realizing that
education is the most thorough and fundamental
form of national defense. If a nation does not
educate its people well, useless then is what-
ever national defense it has. It may have nu-
clear weapons and technology for chemical
warfare, but no one will know how to use them.
Even so, no matter what kinds of technological
advancement in weaponry that a country may
have, they will come to naught.

Citizens of every nations should quickly
wake up from their stupor and indulge not in
the objects of the five desires: wealth, sex,
fame, food, and sleep. Our survival is more
than just eating, drinking, and enjoying the so-
called “good life.” If we do not pay serious at-
tention to education, our world will be in great
danger.

| often tell American audiences that edu-
cation of our world has gone bankrupt. The
major cause of this bankruptcy is the negative
influence of television on children. The televi-
sion set in every homes is a monster in dis-
guise. This monster not only teaches our chil-
dren bad habits, but also saps their vital energy.
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Students study very little and spend most of their
time poisoning themselves in front of the tube.
This is why | say that education has been driven
bankrupt by the television.

Luckily, some places have so far escaped the
adverse effects of television viewing, but this kind
of “virus” can transmit very easily and spread
rapidly to every corners of the world. If we do not
come up with some preventive measures, the
consequences will be extremely severe. What
preventive measures are there? The solution is
very simple and easy to apply. And we do not
need to carry out a similar US approach of con-
ventional proceedings at appropriating costly
funds to solve this problem--not at all. All we
need is to employ the eight virtues of traditional
Chinese culture: filiality, brotherhood, loyalty,
trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness, integrity,
and a sense of shame. If every family advocates
these eight virtues and every person cherishes
them, then our educational system can be rescued
from its current predicament. These eight virtues
are a panacea that can save people’s spiritual na-
tures; they are a miracle medicine capable of saving
our souls and our lives. They are an elixir for res-
cuing and revitalizing education throughout the
world.

If, instead of revitalizing education with these
eight virtues, we continue to teach children the kind
of knowledge that lead them to crave fame and
profit, to seek the most lucrative salary after
graduation, and to pursue power and position, we
will simply be guiding people down the wrong road
without realizing it.

The basis of education should be teaching chil-
dren not to contend, not to be greedy, not to seek,
not to be selfish, not to want personal advantage,
and not to lie. If every school could teach their stu-
dents not to contend, not to be greedy, not to seek,
not to be selfish, not to want personal advantage,
and not to lie, as well as to abstain from alcohol,
tobacco, drugs, and promiscuity, then there is hope
for the revival of education and the younger gen-
eration need not face oblivion. If this cannot be
done, however, then the world would be in un-
thinkable peril and the fall of civilization would be
certain; it is only a question of time.
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At the end of the Zhou Dynasty in China, a wave
of corruption and licentiousness had swept over the
country. Fathers did not fulfill their roles as fathers,
and sons did not act like sons. The rulers did not
know how to rule, and ministers failed to behave as
ministers. People did not act like proper people, and
even animals showed uncommon traits. As dishon-
esty and deception became widespread, none in the
country trusted each other. That was during which
Confucius was born. He traveled throughout the land,
preaching humaneness, morality and ethics. He
taught filiality, brotherhood, loyalty, trustworthiness,
propriety, righteousness, integrity, and a sense of
shame. These traditional Confucian values have held
Chinese society together for thousands of years. This
cultural heritage have kept the Chinese civilization
intact from ancient times to the present, and even
continued to sustain China that was once divided and
oppressed by internal dissensions and foreign powers
respectively.

The modern world is swarmed by licentiousness
as people indulge in their unfettered desires . Some
country leaders deem national defense as their top
priority, but overlook the vital matter of the education
of our younger generation. Nowhere do we find
leaders who emphasize humaneness, justice, virtue,
filiality, brotherhood, loyalty, trustworthiness, pro-
priety, righteousness, integrity, and a sense of shame.
The people responsible for governing our countries
are either infatuated with wealth or indulge in sex. If
not preoccupied with wealth and sex, they will seek
fame or crave good food. Such people pass their lives
working solely to satisfy the five desires for wealth,
sex, fame, food, and sleep. They fight for power and
profit. There is an ancient saying:

Propriety, Righteousness, integrity,
and a sense of shame,
Are the four pillars of a nation.
If the four pillars aren’t set up upright,
The country will perish.

Any country that fails to honor these four virtues
will certainly perish. Yet no matter where you look,
you will not find even one child who actually under-
stands propriety, righteousness, integrity, and a sense
of shame. Would you be able to find a student who
practices these virtues? Most of whom may not even
heard of them, much less their practice of them.
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Our era resembles that of the Eastern Zhou Dy-
nasty‘s impending demise. Men did not behave as
should, and women did not know their proper roles.
No matter where you looked, you would find the
populace in rampant debauchery and indulging in
their desires. People everywhere thought that life
pertains only to eating, drinking, and gratifying
pleasures devoid of contentment. They failed to re-
alize that:

Enduring suffering puts an end to suffering.
Enjoying blessings exhausts blessings.

Confucius traveled among the feudal states of
ancient China teaching humaneness, justice, virtue,
propriety, righteousness, integrity, and a sense of
shame. His awe-inspiring medicine had kept China
united as one governing body for thousands of years.
However at the end of the Qing Dynasty and the be-
ginning of the Republic [1912], a number of dis-
dainful villains within the intellectual circles con-
tending for power and fame overthrew Confucius,
the Sage. They struggled against Confucius whose
good teaching was nearly denigrated. Consequently,
they drove the Chinese people to a nightmare of
misery and despair, homelessness, exile, and un-
speakable sufferings.

Now | want to travel among the United Nations
with these eight virtues comprising of filiality,
brotherhood, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety,
righteousness, integrity, and a sense of shame, using
this elixir to save the souls, lives, and inherent na-
tures of all young people throughout the world.

Please pay heed, everyone! What | am telling
you is the critical formula for saving the world. You
should not think that I am just trying to intimidate all
of you. This is the Space Age; and some people have
thought about moving to outer space. When people
move to outer space, the Earth will be destroyed.
Even if people manage to thrive on this planet, we
may all become unintelligible people or
“vegetables” attributed to the severity of polluted
air, land, and water.
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November 21st - 28th, 2010 (8:30 am - 5:00 pm) Gold Wheel Monastery will be holding the
Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Lyang. All faithful ones are welcome to participate.
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Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Leaving Home 8:00 am — 3:00 pm

Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Leaving Home Day

31
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Shurangama Mantra 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
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