£ % € ® %197#,2008% 1/2°%
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #197, January/February 2008

Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery
Newsletter

235 North Avenue 58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 Tel: (323) 258-6668
www.goldwheel.org

EALA--BZTEBR
BEIREH

ALEPMRELEE +FARRBS
HEEFRET ik OAELFR

Verse on Keys to Chan Meditation
Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

One's Original Face Before Birth

Within the Prajna (Wisdom) Hall of Gold Mountain Monastery,
From the Ten Directions, we gather where Buddhas are chosen.
Whoever is able to gain awareness of his own original face,
Is promised a mind which is pure, clear and free from delusion.
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The Sixth Patriarch’s
Dharma Jewel

Platform Sutra

A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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(Continued from issue #196)

One day the Patriarch summoned his disciples
together and said, “l have something to say to
you: for people in the world, the matter of birth
and death is a great one. All day long you seek
fields of blessings only; you do not try to get out
of the bitter sea of birth and death. If you are
confused about your self-nature, how can bless-
ings save you?”

The Fifth Patriarch said, “For people in the
world, the most important matter is the matter of
birth and death. No matter how wealthy or aristo-
cratic your life, you cannot escape from death. You
need to know how to live; you also need to know
how to die. If you do not understand the matter of
birth and death, then you have lived in confusion
and died muddled. As cultivators of the Way, day
in and day out, you do nothing but seek blessings
among the gods and among humans. You do not
know how to cultivate wisdom. You do not work on
getting liberated from birth and death. You keep
turning to and fro in the bitter sea of birth and death.
If you have lost your inherent nature in confusion,
how can blessings alone save you from the matter
of birth and death? ” It is said that one who culti-
vates wisdom and does not cultivate blessings is
like an Arhat with an empty begging-bowl.
(Although he is endowed with wisdom, no one
makes offerings to him). It is also said that if one
cultivates a field of blessings but not wisdom, he is
just like a big elephant wearing a pearl necklace.
Beneath the adornments of blessings, the elephant
is short of wisdom. This is analogous to a person
who has lost his inherent nature in confusion. De-
pending on blessings alone will not rescue you from
the problem of birth and death.
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“Each of you, go back and look into your
own wisdom. Use the Prajna-nature of
your own original mind to compose a
verse. Submit it to me so that I may look
at it. If you understand the great mean-
ing, the robe and Dharma will be passed
on to you and you will become the Sixth
Patriarch. Hurry off! Do not delay!
Thinking and considering is of no use in
this matter. When seeing your own na-
ture, it is necessary to see it at the very
moment of speaking. One who does that
perceives as does one who wields a
sword in the height of battle.”

“Verse” here refers to the Sanskrit word
“gatha.” A gatha is composed of lines of
uniform length, though the length may vary
from gatha to gatha. “Go quickly!” said the
Fifth Patriarch. “Do not keep putting it off
and do not try to think about it. It is useless
to use your discriminating mind. If you
have genuine prajna wisdom, you will un-
derstand the moment you hear the words
spoken. Just as one seizes a weapon and
confronts the oncoming enemy, so do you
perceive. You can see your nature in the
same immediate way.”

After receiving this instruction, the as-
sembly withdrew, saying to one another,
“We do not need to clear our minds and
use our intellect to compose a verse to
submit to the High Master. What use
would there be in this? Shen Hsiu is our
senior instructor and teaching transmit-
ter. Certainly he should be the one to
obtain it. It would be not only improper
for us to compose a verse, but a waste of
effort as well.” Hearing this, everyone
put his mind to rest, and said,
“Henceforth, we will rely on Master
Shen Hsiu. Why vex ourselves writing
verses?”

They went away, saying to themselves,
“Why worry about writing this verse? We
do not need to waste the effort.” | believe
the people who said this belong to Shen
Hsiu’s party. Why did they not write
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verses? Because Shen Hsiu’s followers
were trying to make him the patriarch; all
his followers, disciples, Dharma brothers,
friends, and relatives contrived to set up
the position for Shen Hsiu.

They convinced everyone not to write
the verse because they wanted to ascertain
that Shen Hsiu become the next patriarch.
They added, “We are not learned. For sure
our verse will not be chosen. The Senior-
seated Shen Hsiu is second to the Abbot.
His literary skill is good, his virtue is high.
He lectures on the Sutras and speaks
Dharma for us. Certainly he should be-
come the sixth patriarch. Even if we
racked our minds composing the verse, it
will just be a waste of our efforts.”

When the assembly heard Shen Hsiu’s
followers’ words, they all decided not to
write verses themselves. They didn’t want
to compete with Shen Hsiu, their superior.
They unanimously said, “In the future, we
will rely on master Shen Hsiu for food,
clothing and shelter. We will rely on him
for our cultivation. Why should we go into
the trouble of writing the verse?”

Shen Hsiu was deep in thought, “The
others are not submitting verses be-
cause | am their teaching transmitter. |
must compose a verse and submit it to
the High Master. If I do not submit a
verse, how will the High Master know
the level of my understanding? If my
intention in submitting the verse is to
seek the Dharma, that is good. How-
ever, if it is to grasp the patriarchy, that
is bad, for that would be no different
from the covetous mind of a commoner.
But, if 1 do not submit a verse, in the
end | will not obtain the Dharma. This
is a terrible dilemma!”

The Fifth Patriarch had announced that
in order to obtain the Dharma, one must
compose a verse. Shen Hsiu knew that if
he did not submit one, the Fifth Patriarch
would not know whether Shen Hsiu had
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wisdom and he could not transmit the
Dharma to him. If my intention in sub-
mitting the verse is to seek the Dharma,
that is good.

However, if it is to grasp the patriar-
chy, that is bad, for that would be no
different from the covetous mind of a
commoner. But, if | do not submit a
verse, in the end | will not obtain the
Dharma. Shen Hsiu fretted and wor-
ried, “What shall I do? This is very
hard; it is just too difficult!”

At that point, everyone had decided to
let Shen Hsiu be the next Patriarch.
They were not greedy for the position.
Nevertheless, Shen Hsiu was filled with
anxiety. He did not know how to com-
pose the verse. Hence, he exclaimed,
“Extremely difficult! Extremely diffi-
cult!”

In front of the Fifth Patriarch’s hall
were three corridors. Their walls
were to be frescoed by Court Artist
Lu Chen with stories from the
Lankavatara Sutra and with pictures
portraying in detail the lives of the
five patriarchs, so that the patriarchs
might be venerated by future gen-
erations.

A court artist is one appointed as an
official to the Imperial Court because of
his talent. The word Lanka in The
Lankavatara Sutra is the name of a
mountain. It has the meaning “cannot
be gone to.” This city is located in the
summit of Malaya Mountain in the
South Sea. It is inaccessible to those
without spiritual powers.

Shakyamuni Buddha used his spiri-
tual powers to arrive there and speak
The Lankavatara Sutra for the benefit of
those who had spiritual powers. The
court artist was to depict the enchant-
ing, inconceivable, wonderful transfor-
mations which took place in the assem-
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bly on Lanka Mountain. The court artist
was also to paint pictures illustrating the
uninterrupted course of the Dharma from
the First Patriarch, Great Master Bo-
dhidharma, to the Second Patriarch,
Great Master Hui K’o, continuing se-
quentially onward from generation to
generation, to the Fifth Patriarch, Great
Master Hung Jen.

After composing his verse, Shen Hsiu
made several attempts to submit it.
But whenever he stood in front of the
Fifth Patriarch’s hall, he was besieged
with anxiety and his body broke out in
profuse sweating. In as much as he
wanted to, he did not dare submit his
verse, although in the course of four
days he made thirteen attempts.

During that moment, Shen Hsiu’s stu-
dents were not greedy to become Patri-
arch, but Shen Hsiu could not let go of
his aspiration to become Patriarch.
Originally, he said that it’s wrong to
covet the position. Yet, he could not stop
his thoughts and desire to be Patriarch.

Whenever he tried to submit his verse,
he went a little crazy. “What am | going
to do? Is this verse right or not? Can |
submit it?” He did not know if it was
right or wrong. “Ah, maybe...is it this
way or is it that way? Maybe it isn’t.
Maybe it is..more or less.” Endless
questions flooded his mind, making him
extremely nervous. Every time he tried
to hand it in, he broke out in a heavy
sweat. Why? It was a huge gamble; if he
failed, he would not be a patriarch, but if
he passed, he would. Fear of failure
caused him extreme agitation. It was
really a torture! It is not easy to be a pa-
triarch. Look at how much effort he ex-
pended. For four entire days and nights
he could not neither sleep nor eat. He
was very concerned about his chances of
becoming the next patriarch.
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He went before the Patriarch’s hall
thirteen times and still did not submit the
verse. Now, when | give you a quiz, you
readily write down the answers and hand
them in. Suppose | were to give you a pa-
triarch test! | think your hands would
tremble so much that you could not write

out the answers.
(To be continued ..)

(Fa49)
(LAEE 14 ) (Continued from Page 14)
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Why are they selfish? It is because they
are seeking something, or greedy for
something, or contending about some-
thing. If one is not selfish, does not pursue
personal advantage, does not seek any-
thing, does not contend, and has no greed,
then one does not need to lie and to cheat
people. Like some people doing business,
they claim their merchandise is worth a
hundred dollars when in fact it is worth
only ten dollars. Yet, they advertise it,
saying, “This is really a bargain. I'm not
making any money from this.”

Since we apply the principles of no
contention, no greediness, no seeking, no
selfishness, and not pursuing personal ad-
vantage, we also do not tell lies. I cherish
the lives of other people more than my
own. That’s why, now that you have taken
refuge with me today, |1 am willing to take
on your karmic offenses as my own. Why
am | this way? It is because | have read
about the ancient sages and worthies.
They took upon themselves the mistakes
other people made, yet never blame other
people for their own mistakes. Emperor
Tang of the Shang dynasty said, “If | have
offenses, do not blame the people. If the
people have offenses, the blame lies with
me.” He appealed to the Supreme Lord, to
God, to the spirits, and perhaps even to the
Buddha, requesting all of them not to
blame other people for the offenses.
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Dhavma Master Jan Yong

Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971

(Continued from issue #196)

At that time, a monk in Chang An be-
came interested in him and invited him to
live in Yang province. However, since he
had to attend to Great Master Huei Yuan,
he was unable to leave. Dharma Master
Huei Yuan was advanced in age, so he did
not want to leave his teacher. He had be-
come attached to the elderly monk and
wanted to follow and serve him. Great
Master Huei Yuan had many good disci-
ples. Wanting to help him to accomplish
his Way karma and to propagate the
dharma, Great Master Huei Yuan asked
him to leave as a consequence of just one
small incident. Although he was asked to
leave, there was no feeling of resentment
in his mind. There was no frown on his
face. His teacher had asked him to leave,
had forced him to go away. Someone else
might have held a grudge, but he did not
feel that way. He maintained his usual
demeanor, he obeyed his teacher’s words
and left.

He did not go to another place but re-
mained on Mt. Lu and built a straw hut on
another part of Mt. Lu. He brought a dis-
ciple with him.  This Dharma Master’s

ans
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name was Tan Yong, and his disciple was called
Tan Guo. Both of them, in addition to others,
dwelt in this place and focused in cultiva-
tion. One night, Tan Guo had a dream. In his
dream he saw a mountain spirit approaching
him and requesting the Five Precepts. Tan Guo
told the mountain spirit, “My teacher is now
living here. If you are seeking the Five Precepts,
you should request them from my
teacher. Since my teacher is here, | cannot ig-
nore that fact. |1 must respect my teacher. That
is why if you seek to receive the Five Precepts,
you should request them from my teacher. |
dare not transmit the precepts to you. | am un-
able to do so. | cannot transmit the precepts to
you. I am not yet qualified to do so at this time.”

The next day, a person wearing very light
clothing led more than twenty people before
Dharma Master Tan Yong and requested the
Five Precepts. Because Dharma Master Tan
Yong had heard from his disciple about the
dream, he knew that this person must be the
mountain spirit. Therefore, he transmitted the
Three Refuges and the Five Precepts to him and
his group.

The mountain spirit made him an offering of
seven pairs of chopsticks. Those chopsticks
were no ordinary chopsticks.  They were
probably imported from Japan. In those days,
the Japanese used ivory chopsticks, not plastic
chopsticks. This information should be
known. Most people who heard the story of
this event came to make offerings to the Dharma
Master and took refuge with him. The Dharma
Master received them as his disciples. Later, no
one knew where the Dharma Master went.

We Buddhists should do everything in a
truthful manner. When things are done truly, it
will bring about a response. How do we do it
genuinely?  When you cultivate, you should
honestly cultivate. No matter what you do, you
do it in all honesty. Do not covet a useless
name or worthless glory. You shouldn’t say,
“Ah! | want to let everyone know that | am a
cultivator.” If you cultivate, it is you who cul-
tivate. Why do you want to let others know?
What advantage can you gain from it? This is
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applying your effort superficially - like
scratching on the surface of skin and hair. It
is not applying true effort. Why would people
who truly work hard want others to know
about them? Why would they want others to
understand them? Why would they want a
false name? Why would they be greedy for
this kind of a deceptive name? Therefore, one
must return the light to look within one-
self. Do not apply effort on illusory
things. Do not apply effort superficially. One
should truly obtain genuine happiness within
one’s inherent nature. When you can gain true
happiness within your inherent nature and get
rid of all illusory thoughts, this is true culti-
vation.

When we work, we should honestly work
without striking up any polluted thoughts in
our minds. When we work this way, we can
certainly generate merit and virtue. In par-
ticular, if one contributes his services to a
temple or a Way-place, the kind of rewards
one reaps, even | have no means to fully de-
scribe them and tell you how good they are.
This kind of inconceivable state is truly won-
derful beyond words. Whoever does the
work will have his share. Those who do not
do it will not have a share. What kind of a
share? It’s a share of merit and virtue. Re-
garding merit and virtue, one might ask, “Can
| see it? Is it white, red, yellow, or black in
color? Ultimately what color is it?” There is
no color whatsoever. This is “to look but not
to see”. You want to look, yet you can’t see
anything. You want to listen, yet you can’t
hear anything.  “Listening, yet cannot
hear; breathing in, yet cannot smell.” You
say you want to use your nose to smell it, yet
there isn’t any scent or fragrance. However,
even though you can’t see, hear or smell it,
yet right within it is contained an inconceiv-
able miracle. Hence, in the future, the rewards
of those who lend their services to the temple
are inconceivable.

With regard to work, this does not only
refer to manual labor. If, in your mind, you
want to offer your help in a temple or in a
monastery and you think of ways to find more

-10-
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people to come and establish the Way-place,
all this counts as merit and virtue. Perhaps one
works on Sutra translation. This too is creating
merit and virtue. Or perhaps when you talk
with people, you don’t engage in feverish gos-
sip. If, instead, you talk about how to apply
effort in cultivation, or how to establish a Way-
place, you are then accruing merit. Do not be-
have in such a way that when you talk, you
continuously chatter uselessly. While working,
no one should talk. If one talks too much, the
work flow will stop. The job we are now do-
ing is a big job. At all times we should progress
forward, we should not let time slip by even for
a second! You should know that when one
second is gone and you want to bring it back,
there is no way to do it. Each one of you
should think it over; the teacher you bow to is
also a worker who works hard to transport
these construction materials. Several disciples
can bear witness for me. | also come to work.
If no one will bear witness on my behalf, then |
am lying. If they will be my witnesses and say,
“That’s right, he is also a worker,” then | have
not lied. I am very willing to do this kind of
work. Although no one pays me any money,
nevertheless | feel very happy in my heart.

| established Tse Hsing Monastery and the
Western Bliss Garden in Hong Kong. When |
was building Western Bliss Garden back then,
I was living in the Central District and was
lecturing on the Earth Store Sutra from 7:00pm
to 9:00pm. From the Central District to
Shaokeiwan (translator’s note: these two are
places in Hong Kong) | had to take a bus for
about half an hour each way. A round trip
therefore would take about an hour. Every day
I would go to Shaokeiwan twice to see how the
construction work had progressed. When |
was there | would also lend a hand. Because of
that, I now know how to do all kinds of
work. I can just take a look and know how to
do it. Because | have seen many phases of
construction, now this “engineer” no longer
needs to learn the trades, he no longer needs to
study in school and he can be considered a
graduate. Now that | am here in America, | am
still working. I am not the only person who is
willing to service the Way-place. All the great
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and wise advisors of the past were the same
way. When Elderly Hsu of recent times con-
structed a monastery, he personally went to see
the progress every day. He would pick up even
just a single piece of wood left behind, and
save it for future use. He would not let any
construction materials be wasted.

However, | am now in America. In America,
people not only discard unsatisfactory materi-
als for construction, they even casually throw
good materials into the dumpsters. Basically
they do not use old materials. In this situation,
if we can use old materials to build a new Way-
place, then we can save money and we can also
adorn the Way-place. This is the best
method. Therefore, we are now turning some
old pieces of wood into new items. Itis like a
child enjoying making something new out of
what he has. To adorn the Way-place is a de-
lightful and enjoyable thing to do. Whoever is
not afraid to work hard can come to help out
the Way-place. Paying no attention to the dif-
ficulties, all of us can have some fun complet-
ing the task of adorning the Way-place together.
This is my expectation of all of you. Every one
of you should not be afraid of exhaustion. You
should not be selfish and say | want to save my
energy. Energy is meant to be used! You
don’t have to save it. Where do you want to
store it? There is no place to do
that. Therefore, people should help the world,
not just help themselves. If you are too selfish
now, in the future no one will help you. Cur-
rently, what we are doing does not pertain to
helping people, but helping ourselves. Every
person should move forward and work dili-
gently. All Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in the
past accomplished the Way through dili-
gence. We must walk this path, and not lean to
the left or to the right. Leaning toward the left
is wandering into the Communist party, while
leaning toward the right is rambling into the
Kuomintang party. Now we are neither lean-
ing towards the left nor the right. We are ap-
plying our efforts to advance diligently in the
middle path, without affiliation to any party or
favoring any political concept. This is where
we stand.

(The End of the Article on Master Tan Yong)
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To Stop Wars, First Stop the Flghtlng in Your Mind

ERIA-HAOCFTA+—BRTAEBRR
A talk by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on October 11, 1990 in London, England
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What kind of strength can stop wars?
It is the power of sincerity.

In our every thought we should keep our

minds free of hatred.

Wars result in the loss of life, in property dam-
age, and harm to people’s psychological well-
being. Wars also increase environmental pollu-
tion. Although we are but a tiny percentage of the
total human population in the world, we will win
against all odds. In our small group we need to
pray to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas of the Ten
Directions to put an end to wars. If we can be ex-
tremely sincere in our wish to end all wars, we
will have a response against all odds.

Everyone, please repeat after me, “We disci-
ples, Hsuan Hua and so on, beseech the inex-
haustible, eternally-dwelling Triple Jewel — the
Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha -- of the Ten
Directions in the Three Periods of time, pervading
throughout empty space and the entire Dharma
Realm, to bring forth great vows to protect all
living beings in the world. We pray that the war in
the Middle East will cease and that all living be-
ings will soon enjoy peace and happiness. In life
after life, we shall eternally strive to repay the
kindness of the Triple Jewel. With utmost sincer-
ity, we hope that the inexhaustible, eternally-
dwelling Triple Jewel — the Buddha, the Dharma,
and the Sangha -- of the Ten Directions in the
Three Periods of time, pervading throughout
empty space and the entire Dharma Realm, will
compassionately fulfill our request.”

Today’s Dharma assembly is extremely im-
portant. Everyone should bring forth the mind to
save the world. Everyone should regard the lives
of all living beings as more important than their
own lives. We should all strive to end wars. In
wanting to cause wars to cease, we cannot oppose
wars. If you have the thought of opposing war in
the world, then there is a war of opposition raging
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within yourself. Once you oppose any person or
any war, you start a war right within yourself. We
want to stop wars. What kind of strength can stop
wars? It is the power of sincerity. In our every
thought we should keep our minds free of hatred.
Do not harbor any hatred in our minds. When the
mind is devoid of hatred, there will be a reduction
of enmity in the world. Eventually, there will be
no enemies, and naturally no more hatred.

Hence, in Buddhism, there are no armies. There
is nothing equivalent to the Crusaders. We treat
everyone with kindness, compassion, joy, and
equanimity. The karmic offenses of living beings
have brought about the emergence of the Com-
munist Party, the Republican Party, the Democ-
ratic Party, and so forth. You have your party, and
he has his. People who share the same views
group together and they regard others with dif-
ferent views as their enemies. Buddhism has no
parties or factions. It opposes no one. It loves
everyone as one of its own and doesn't hate any-
one. And so the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
advocates the six bright paths, also known as the
six kinds of wisdom, or the six demon-subduing
pestles, or the six demon- discerning mirrors.
What are they? The first one is not contending.
Why shouldn’t you contend? As soon as you
contend to covet something that other people want,
that person will compete with you and fight you.
That is why the practice in the City of Ten Thou-
sand Buddhas is that: If people discard it, I’ll pick
it up. If people want it, I’ll give it away. We take
in whatever others don’t want; we won’t take
anything that people want. That’s the way in the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

The second one is not being greedy. We are not
greedy for things that other people are greedy for.
If you are greedy, then you will be selfish. If you
have no greed, that is true unselfishness. Being
unselfish, you will not seek for anything. Why do
people go everywhere seeking for things? It is
because of greed. We want to be unselfish and not
seek. The third is not seeking. The fourth is not
being selfish, and the fifth is not pursuing per-
sonal advantage. These all work the same way.
The sixth is not telling lies.

(Continuing on page 7)
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