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Verse on Keys to Chan Meditation
Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua:

The myriad sounds of nature descend into stillness.
Various conditions come to a sudden standstill.
The vast heavens and immense earth,
Combine as one with the Dharma Realm.

In both coming and going,

There is neither self nor others.

The wonderful truth within this
Can benefit those who recognize it and use it.
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The Sixth Patriarch’s
Dharma Jewel

Platform Sutra

A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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(Continued from issue #188)

Now that | am speaking The Sixth Patriarch Dharma
Jewel Platform Sutra, let me tell you that | am not a good
speaker, but | have the courage to speak. There are good
speakers, but they dare not speak. After | have spoken,
those who are good speakers may come forth. When you
have opened your wisdom in the future, you will be better
speakers than I am. Good speakers evolve out of not-so-
good speakers.

In his great anger, Dharma Master Shen Kuang knocked
out two of Bodhidharma’s teeth. He thought he had won a
great victory because the Indian monk did not retaliate.
But not long after, the Ghost of Impermanence, wearing a
high hat, paid a call on Master Shen Kuang: “Dharma
Master, your life ends today,” said the ghost. “King Yama
(the King of the Dead), has sent me to come fetch you.”
Upon hearing this, Master Shen Kuang said, “What? Me?
Do | have to go through death as well? When | speak the
Dharma, flowers fall from the heavens and the earth
bubbles forth golden lotuses. If I still have not ended
birth and death, then is there anybody in this world who
has ended birth and death?” “There is,” came the reply.
“Who?” asked Shen Kuang. “He’s that black-faced
Bhikshu whose teeth you just knocked out. Not only is he
beyond King Yama’s control. King Yama bows to him
every day.” “Oh, Big Brother Ghost! Could you please
wait a little bit more? Please speak to King Yama on my
behalf to grant me an extension of time. Allow me to learn
from that Bhikshu the dharma door of ending birth and
death.” “Well,” said the ghost. “Since you are truly sin-
cere, your request will be granted.”

Dharma Master Shen Kuang was delighted. He was so
quick to rush after Bodhidharma, that he forgot to put on
his shoes. He ran until he met the parrot which Bodhid-
harma had helped, and listened to the parrot’s narration of
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what transpired. Then, he understood. “Oh! So this is it.
It is to act dead. It is to be a living dead person!” Bo-
dhidharma walked on, ignoring the barefoot Dharma
Master following behind. Arriving at Bear’s Ear
Mountain in Loyang, the Patriarch sat down to meditate
facing a wall. Dharma Master Shen Kuang knelt close
by. For nine years, Patriarch Bodhidharma sat meditat-
ing and Dharma Master Shen Kuang knelt beside him,
seeking the Dharma. In the past, when | spoke this
public record, an eleven year old child asked me,
“During the nine years he knelt, did he eat or not?” |
replied, “How could anyone kneel for nine years with-
out eating and still live? When the Patriarch meditated,
Shen Kuang knelt, and when the Patriarch ate, Shen
Kuang ate.” But this is not recorded in the books. Dur-
ing the nine-year-period, many people came to bow to
Patriarch Bodhidharma as their teacher and took refuge
with the Triple Jewel.

One day a great snow fell, and it rose in drifts as high
as Shen Kuang’s waist, and yet he continued to kneel.
Patriarch Bodhidharma asked him, “What are you doing
kneeling here in such deep snow?” *I want to end birth
and death,” replied Shen Kuang. “In the past, | was
lecturing Sutras but I was not able to end birth and
death. Now, | beseech the Patriarch to transmit to me
the dharma of ending birth and death. “What do you see
falling from the sky?” asked Bodhidharma. “Snow,”
said Shen Kuang. “What color is it?” asked Bodhid-
harma. “It’s white.” “When red snow falls from the
sky,” said Bodhidharma, “I will transmit the Dharma to
you. Otherwise, do not even think about it. You are such
a wicked monk, knocking out my two teeth with your
recitation beads. | have been most compassionate in not
taking revenge. Do you really expect me to transmit the
Dharma to you?” This was the test Patriarch Bodhid-
harma gave to Master Shen Kuang.

How did Shen Kuang complete the test? Cultivators
of the Way carry a knife to protect the substance of their
precepts. A true cultivator would rather cut off his head
than break a precept. Shen Kuang drew his precept
knife, and with one stroke, cut off his arm. His blood
covered the snowy ground. He scooped up the crimson
snow, came before Patriarch Bodhidharma, and said,
“Patriarch, look! The snow is red!”

This event had already been foretold. However, Pa-
triarch Bodhidharma needed to confirm Shen Kuang’s
sincerity. Now that Shen Kuang had passed the test,
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Patriarch Bodhidharma was very happy, saying, “My
coming to China has not been in vain. | have met a person
who has such a true mind in seeking the dharma and culti-
vating the Way, he would even relinquish his arm in search
of the Dharma. This is a true measure of sincerity.” The
Patriarch then transmitted to him the Dharma door of
“using the mind to seal the mind.” It points straight to the
mind to see the nature and to realize Buddhahood. While
he was listening to the dharma, Shen Kuang didn’t think
about the pain in his arm. Prior to that, he only had one
thought — that of turning the white snow red. But now, he
gave rise to a discriminating mind. “My arm really hurts!”
he said. “My mind is in pain. Please, Patriarch, quiet my
mind.” Patriarch Bodhidharma replied, “Give me your
mind and | will quiet it for you.” Dharma Master Shen
Kuang searched for his mind. He looked in the ten direc-
tions: north, east, south, west, in the intermediate points,
and up and down. At last Shen Kuang said to Patriarch
Bodhidharma, “I can’t find my mind! Great Master, it is
nowhere to be found.” “This is how well | have quieted
your mind,” said the Patriarch. At these words, Shen
Kuang had a great awakening right then and there. He ut-
tered:

Ten thousand dharmas return to one;
Where does the one return?

Shen Kuang did not understand,
And ran after Bodhidharma;
Before him at Bear’s Ear Mountain
He knelt nine years
Seeking Dharma to escape King Yama

Ten thousand dharmas return to one; Where does the one
return? Shen Kwang did not understand the principle and
essence of “unity.” He chased after Patriarch Bodhid-
harma, kneeling for nine years at Bear’s Ear Mountain,
seeking for the Patriarch’s teaching on how to end birth
and death, and escape from King Yama.

After the transmission of the Dharma, Shen Kuang was
given the name “Hui K’0” which translates as “Able Wis-
dom”. It means that he had sufficient wisdom and good
roots. Master Hui K’o asked Patriarch Bodhidharma, “In
India, did you transmit the Dharma to your disciples? Did
you also give the robe and bowl as proof of certification?”
“| transmitted the Dharma in India,” replied Bodhidharma,
“but I did not use the robe and bowl. Indian people are
straightforward. When they attain the fruit, they know they
must be certified. If no one certifies them, they do not say,
‘I have attained the way! I have certified to Arhatship! I am
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a Bodhisattval” They do not speak like this.”
“Chinese people, however, are different. Many
Chinese have the Great Vehicle Root Nature, but
there are also many people who lie. Having cul-
tivated without success, such people claim to
have attained the Way. Though they have not
certified to fruition, they claim to be certified
sages. | am now passing on to you the robe, the

(Foate) bowl and the precept sash as proof of certifica-
tion. You should take good care of them.”
(To be continued ..)
(EAREE 12 7) (Continued from Page 12)
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said, “I, Lu, but a small child, presume to use this
black bull in venturing to make known to the Su-
preme Ruling Lord that if | have offenses, they are
not the people’s, and if the people have offenses,
the offenses rest with me.” Emperor Tang’s name
was Lu, and he referred to himself as a small child
out of respect for the Supreme Lord. He earnestly
told the Lord that if he made errors, the citizens
should not be blamed, and that if the common folk
of his country committed offenses, the responsi-
bility should rest with the Emperor for not having
taught them correctly.

The ancient sages and worthies would always
blame and punish themselves, unlike people
nowadays who, clearly knowing they are at fault,
say, “Oh, I didn’t have anything to do with it. It’s
all his doing.” “It’s his fault, so why are you
blaming me?” “God, you’re really unfair! Why is
that person so rich, while I’m penniless? Why is
he so noble, while I’'m lowly? ” They damn
heaven and curse at people, never admitting that
they are wrong, and only looking for the faults of
others. The ancient sages always acknowledged
their own mistakes.

(To be continued ..)
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Dharma Master Hui Chih

Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971
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(Continued from issue #188)

When we study the Buddhadharma and ad-

here to it in our cultivation, what is our mo-
tive? Each one of you should reflect within
and take a look at yourself. Ask yourself,
what is your motive? Some people might say,
| study the Buddhadharma because it is
something to study. Since | want to advance
my learning, | study the Buddhadharma.
Other people might say, the reason | want to
study the Buddhadharma is because | want to
cultivate. If I do not study the Buddhadharma,
then I will not know how to cultivate. Both
sayings have some meaning. However, they
are not complete. What is the complete
meaning? It is to gain genuine freedom and
obtain genuine liberation.

What is genuine freedom? You may say, |
know our country is a free country. Parents do
not pay attention to their children. Children
also do not listen to their parents. Hence all
are liberated and carefree. One can do what-
ever one pleases and that is freedom. In fact,
this is a misinterpretation of freedom. To ob-
tain genuine freedom, first, one must restrict
freedom. If you want to be free in the begin-
ning, in the end you will not be free. If you are
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not free in the beginning, in the end you will be
free. The freedom that | stated is different from
what you know about freedom. Your kind of
freedom is free in the beginning and not free in the
end. The freedom that | stated is not free in the
beginning and free in the end. How is freedom
restricted in the beginning? To start with, one
must cultivate. One must study the Buddhad-
harma. One must abide by the rules. One must
refrain from doing evil or bad things. One must

*““Select and be in accord with all good, and
Correct what is unwholesome.”

If you find something good you must actually do
it. 1f you find something bad, then you must cor-
rect it. You must follow along and cultivate in
accord with the Buddhadharma. If you can culti-
vate to the point that you are free and unimpeded;
worriless and unobstructed; no person and no self;
no self and no others; no big and no small; no in-
side and no outside; no beginning and no end; if
you can be in this state and return to the source and
go back to the origin, you will then be able to re-
alize your original face and gain genuine freedom.
Genuine freedom is the freedom from birth and
death. If I wantto live, I can live forever. If | want
to die, | can die at any time. | am not constrained
by heaven and earth. As the saying goes, “Heaven
and Earth create all things.” It means that all the
myriad things are created by heaven and earth.
They are created by God. If I gain genuine free-
dom, not only would God be unable to create me,
but instead | can create God. | can create and
transform heaven and earth. | can create and
transform empty space. | can create and transform
the entire “great enlightenment.”

Today, we will tell a joke. What kind of joke is
this? | am saying that between heaven and earth in
this world, the big entities consume the small en-
tities. For example, people eat pigs, cows, and
creatures that are smaller than people. They eat
things that are more dull-witted than people.
Generally speaking, the bigger can eat the smaller,
like fish and its kind. In China, there is a saying,
“The big fish eats the small fish. The small fish
eats tiny shrimp. Tiny shrimp eats soft mud.” Al-
though the saying is quite ordinary, yet it is the
truth. When you cut open a big fish, in its belly are
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many smaller fish it ate. This is a fish eating fish.
However, one has not yet seen and heard that hu-
man beings eat human beings. With regard to hu-
man beings, since they are the same species, they
realize that they should not consume one another.
Hence they are not as fierce as the fish species. On
the other hand, what does heaven and earth con-
sume? Heaven and earth consume mankind. Take
a look; after a man is born, he grows up and ma-
tures, he gets old, becomes sick and dies. After his
death, he is buried in the ground. He is being con-
sumed by the earth. After being consumed by the
earth, he returns to heaven. Heaven and earth are
created to consume mankind. Then, what consumes
heaven and earth? Emptiness! Since heaven and
earth are too vast, therefore emptiness is employed
to consume it. Itis like iron or a boulder. They are
very hard by nature, but once they are blown about
by the wind, even boulders will become smaller.
That is empty space consuming heaven and earth.
Then, what consumes empty space? Awakening! It
is the Great Awakening! As indicated, “Emptiness
is created from Great Awakening. It is like a small
bubble in the ocean.” You see, empty space is very
big. But if you compare it with Great Awakening,
then empty space is simply the size of a small bub-
ble in the ocean. Therefore, the greatest thing is
Great Awakening. Hence it is said, “Empty space is
created within Great Awakening. It is like a small
bubble in the ocean.”

Big entities consume tiny entities. Tiny entities in
turn consume big entities. Take a look at each one
of us. Inside our stinking skin-bags are countless
bacteria. These countless bacteria eat your flesh
and drink your blood every day without your
knowing it. When they grow and mature, you will
die having been eaten up by those bacteria. Today
we crack this joke, regardless of whether it is true or
false.

If you think about it, no matter if one explores
science or philosophy, it does contain this principle.
During one’s research, chemistry is put to the test.
Take a look at how many bacteria are contained in
one’s body and consuming a human. These tiny
entities consume big entities: little bugs eat big
bugs. Big bugs in turn eat little bugs. Hence they
devour and eat one another. Now the bacteria are
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eating us. In the future, we will become
another kind of bacteria and consume these
bacteria. Each will take turns in consum-
ing one another— you eat me, | eat you; |
eat you, you eat me. We keep eating one
another. When will it ever stop? When
will it end? It is when you obtain genuine
freedom, genuine liberation, all these
problems will cease to exist. A person
once told me, “l can’t deal with these
problems. Even in earlier times | couldn’t
handle them.” You need not say that. |
already knew you couldn’t manage them.

Time will not wait for me. In addition, |
do not need time to wait for me. We have
to start meditation at an earlier time.
However, any one who has an important
question can speak out and examine it. |
said this life is like a dream. However,
even if | tell you now that life is like a
dream, everyone won’t believe it’s a
dream. They won’t believe life is like a
dream. Don’t try to chase after that dream.
The state of the dream is empty and false.
You should not think that you want to sleep
and cultivate in your dream every day. Itis
not that way. Do not add a head on top of a
head. Do not ride on a horse and be look-
ing for the same horse. That is adding one
more share of attachment. | am saying that
life is like a dream. Having said that now,
no one will believe it. Let me give you
another analogy. It is like when you are ina
dream, someone tells you that you are, in
fact, dreaming. You, being in the dream,
will not believe it. When you wake up
from your dream, you will say, “Oh! | just
had a dream. In my dream a person told
me that | was dreaming and | didn’t believe
him. Now I really know that | was dream-
ing.” Because you have awakened, even if
no one tells you, you yourself will realize
that you just had a dream. Likewise,
originally life is like a dream. Now a
dharma master has told you that you are in
a dream, but you say, “I eat well, I dress
well and | live well. | have a good hus-
band, | have a good wife, good son and



£ # € ® %189#,2006& 9/10%
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #189, September/October 2006

"D FREAET TR ZRR
AN BRI Y o ARERAZAR
AET HRAFBM L A ERA
IXEFABE EET > ARG
@S ZRREBARIHA
WM BT K T 7 iE1E AR
BAWEBEY -

HEXM > ZRZTEREET?
BERRIXABTEENE S04
o AR —FLFARR AR
B AR AR R E
PR RAR > A Rk H AR £
ROBAFRERGIRAK
(#1318 ] » LRWFF /18 >
EALE AR oPTVAIEAE B AR P AR
CRBAFF A AR — I
W ORERGAER REH B
AT B RA D FRRTEA
84 o iB{E AR & &£ 7.China Town >
15 18 LecturedL &R #k 3 38 52 %k - &
(S EIRED T SRS P ke gl
o RA AT RE 69 B RR 0 TR AR
Pem) RAEFF & O RBET RITFR
KAB) 28 & AR F AR 0w RAR
PIT L& RLBEZHEE
KRG LT -REFRM A E
FEAA[ R m g s R
) T2 ARRAERTS
C—ReEXbET BIEEEH R
A BERTLEEAMAT - 4
B R AESF M SARIE RS A
TEARSGF Mo o7 &L & A P AR A o L
AR & B TR ST A4 E
% ?RAERTF OKBHOKST B
FTEREOTEKR BEERME

-—-{Eﬂ/‘\.ééljgi_l;iﬁg ) %é%}ﬁaii; j, o
(REZFLEXRT)

daughter, everything | have is fine. How can |
be dreaming?” Wait until you are enlightened,
then you realize “Ah! Life in fact is like a
dream.” Then you will believe it. | am just
giving you an analogy, do not look for that
dream now. Do not try to chase after that
dream to find how it turns out. Where did it
go? | have no way to answer that question.

A lay person asked, what do the Five Eyes
look like? The Five Eyes have hundreds and
millions of different types. There is not just one
kind. They are called the Five Eyes by name.
There are the Five Eyes of an Arhat, the Five
Eyes of a Pratyekabuddha, the Five Eyes of a
Bodhisattva, the Five Eyes of a Buddha and the
Five Eyes of a common person who is replete
with good roots but has not yet certified to
fruition. This is called “a penetration from
retribution”. It is the penetration gained as a
result of retribution. It is also called the Five
Eyes. Originally the Five Eyes is part of your
pure inherent nature. Perhaps it’s due to your
good roots you have cultivated in past lives,
otherwise you would not have them. This 7-
day Chan session will still be in China Town,
and we have also moved the lecture here.
Since we have just moved here, if you are out
in the street and get into trouble, you can
quickly come back and let me know. | will
think of a way to help and will send out several
dharma protectors to safeguard you. If you
don’t tell me and I think nothing is happening, |
will go to sleep. Let me tell you all, everything
IS just,

All dharmas are produced from conditions,
All dharmas cease to exist from conditions.

Generally speaking, if you have a good heart,
then misfortunes and disasters encountered
will turn into auspicious events. There will be
no problem wherever you are. Tonight | have
been perspiring profusely. Why? Because
when we purified the boundaries, too much
water was sprinkled. The sweet dew from
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva has been sprinkled on
top of everyone’s head and has been trans-
formed into perspiration.

(The End of the Article on Master Hui Chih)

-10-
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Where do the Ten Dharma Realms come from?
They originate from the single thought presently in your mind.
FEREAMT
Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua

(Continued from issue #188)

. (R When the Buddha arrived at Deer Park, he turned the
HhE| T RN BALE =94 Dharma Wheel of the Four Holy Truths three times for the
usfer DX T five Bhikshus.
A "ﬂ?'%;# . The first turning:
HAE > @AM - This is suffering, its nature is oppression;
bR E > BRM This is accumulation, its nature is enticement;
ook 0 T o This is cessation, its nature is that it can he realized.

. This is the Way, its nature is that it can he cultivated;
R > T - g
=8k The second turning:
R e This is suffering, you should know it;
SR kRl This is accumulation, you should cut it off;
AR This is cessation, you should realize it;

o

o

LRI K MEE o This is the Way, you should cultivate it.
s 0 K JEME - The third turmi
- saoy - e third turning:
"%Vi’ﬁ’% N o This is suffering;
EE o Kk THEE Lo | already know it and need not know it again:
LRE > RTET > T8 P B o This is accumulation;
B2k HER o R o | have already cgt it off and need not cut it off again:
9 . Sk 5 B 15 o This is cessation; o o
HAE > ROE o FIEEAS | have already realized it, and need not realize it
anymore;

RS T 2 4 vk it ITrr]lizfvi;5 ;Tﬁe\;\g?/yé:ultivated it and need not cultivate it any-
3 TSR RRALERKEE o
KRB ARIF BRI o | B R —

i TRE | MEE  {EkMEIET o “AAftteLspezlfing the Fourtl40I3l;ITcrjutt)hst,r]the Bu?(iihatsaidCi
ny o g a2 S . jnatakaundinya, you are troubled by the guest-dust an
H_[g M E R "5"}5;{:51/; have not obtained liberation.” When Ajnatakaundinya
T B R T B OBRAETF heard the words “guest-dust” he became enlightened.

)R - KRAMBEELTEA AMREF What is meant by “guest?” The guest is not the host. What
T A e [ 47 is meant by “dust?” The dust is something impure. The
'j} # FIT‘M% = H%S}[‘%j [ o T A self-nature is the host, and it is pure. So Ajnatakaundinya
B G RRGEE o became enlightened, and his name means “one who un-

derstands the original limit,” because he understood the
basic principle.
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The Shravaka Sangha, both men and women: Women
can realize the fruition, and so can men. Once they real-
ize the fruition, they are called Hearers, or Arhats.
Dharma Master Kumarajiva's mother, for instance, real-
ized the third fruition of sagehood.

Contemplate and practice the Four Holy Truths:
Contemplate and cultivate the four holy truths of suffer-
ing, accumulation, cessation, and the Way. Know suf-
fering, cut off accumulation, yearn for cessation, and
cultivate the Way, thus cultivating the Dharma-door of
the Four Holy Truths.

Concealing the real and displaying the provisional:
Some of the Hearers were actually great Bodhisattvas of
the provisional teaching. They manifested as Hearers
who practiced the provisional teaching; thus, they are
said to be “concealing the real.” They hid away their true
merit and virtue. “Displaying the provisional” means
instructing by means of clever and skillful expedient.
Therefore, you shouldn’t take them to be Hearers, fol-
lowers of the Small Vehicle; don’t look down on them.
Not all of them are great Bodhisattvas, but some of them
certainly are. Those Bodhisattvas of the Great Vehicle
manifest as followers of the Small Vehicle in order to
gather in those of the Small Vehicle, and then guide
them to turn from the small toward the great. This is
called “concealing the real and displaying the provi-
sional.”

(5) The Dharma Realm of Gods

The Six Desire and Brahma Heavens,
With five precepts and ten good acts,
Planting causes with outflows,
Makes it difficult to sever transmigration.

The Six Desire and Brahma Heavens: The Six Desire
Heavens are the heavens of the Desire Realm. The De-
sire Realm, the Form Realm, and the Formless Realm
are called the Three Realms. Right now, we are under
the Heaven of the Four Kings, which is one of the Six
Desire Heavens. The heaven which we can see directly
is the Heaven of the Four Kings, ruled by the Four Great
Heavenly Kings. This Heaven is located halfway up
Mount Sumeru.

The people of ancient China recognized the Supreme
Lord, but did not know about the Buddha. In the Shang
Dynasty, Emperor Tang used a black bull as an offering

to the Supreme Lord and (Continuing on page 5)
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Priceless Lessons for a
Good Life and Longevity
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In the olden days in the city of Hang Chou, there was
a scholar named Liu. One time on his way to visit
relatives, he ran into a rainstorm. He had no choice but
to take shelter at a nearby abandoned farm house. Un-
expectedly, there was already a young woman taking
shelter inside. Thus, Liu decided to stay under the eaves
to shield himself from the rain. The whole evening he
dared not move. Soon after dawn, he took off. He didn't
linger any longer.

The young woman was the wife of a scholar named
Wang. She felt grateful for Liu's noble character and
upright conduct. After she arrived home, she told her
husband the details of the whole incident. Alas, her
husband became suspicious of her. He accused his wife
of infidelity and divorced her.

After some time, Liu participated in the local civil
examinations. After the examinations, the examining
officer began to go through the exam papers for grad-
ing. When the examining officer read Liu's composi-
tion, he deemed the content simply plain, nothing ex-
traordinary, holding nothing new. He set it on the dis-
card pile and did not choose it for submission. A few
moments later, Liu's paper suddenly appeared on top of
the examining officer's desk. The examining officer
was very surprised. He thought there must be a reason
behind this. He picked up Liu's composition and reread
it. Again, he did not consider anything outstanding in
the composition, and disregarded it a second time. Af-
terward, he gathered all the chosen papers, placed them
in the examination hall in preparation for submission to
his superior for the final round of review. Who would
expect that Liu's paper, which had been discarded twice
earlier, appeared in the pile for the final review? The
officer was highly perplexed. He believed Liu must
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have done some unpublicized good deeds in the past that
warranted support from the spirits, bringing about such a
strange phenomena. He figured he would include Liu's
exam paper, and not discard it again. Finally the results of
the exam were announced, Liu came in as the seventy-
first among those who passed. Coincidentally, Wang,
who was the husband of the young woman, was also in
the list of those who passed.

It was customary that all who passed the exam would
have an audience with the exam officer. Liu and Wang
were both included. When the exam officer saw Liu, he
talked publicly about the inconceivable events that sur-
rounded the inclusion of Liu in the selection process.
Then, he asked Liu what he had done which brought
about this heavenly protection from the gods and spirits.
At that moment, Liu could not think of any, he didn't
know where to start. Later, he recalled the incident of the
rainstorm years ago. He narrated how he took shelter
under the eaves and not inside the house because there
was a young woman inside at that time. Wang was
among the people in the room listening to the narration.
After he heard the truth, he gave a heavy sigh. He felt
ashamed and regretful. He realized he had wronged his
wife by divorcing her. Hence, he brought her back and
the family was reunited. He also matched his sister to Liu
as Liu's wedded second wife. Thereafter, Liu and Wang
became in-laws. Good things abounded. Eventually,
they became legendary.

Comments:

Heaven sees what goes on and will not disappoint good-
hearted people. As long as we always keep good
thoughts and benefit others, eventually we will obtain
heavenly protection. Liu had an upright character and
great sense of propriety. He exercised self-discipline
and strove to protect the reputation of others. Even the
ghosts and spirits respected him; how could they not
come to his protection? Ultimately name and fame came
knocking on his door without his seeking them. It is a
joyful thing that the Wang couple could resolve their
misunderstanding and have their family reunited. Liu
has the virtue of helping others, and this brought good
affinities to himself. These are two joyful events simul-
taneously coming to the family. Actually, the retribution
from causes and conditions, whether wholesome or
wicked, has its set principles. Things are arranged im-
perceptibly but inexorably. No one can defy it. Accord
with the heavens and abide by principle. Reflect within
yourself. Always maintain proper thoughts. Plant lots
of good roots and good results will eventually come.
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© ##AF K EMH Great Compassion Repentance 12:30 pm
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FEMRL

The Fall semester of Instilling Goodness Chinese School at Gold Wheel
Monastery will begin on September 2, 2006. We welcome your children to enroll.
Please call Gold Wheel Monastery for registration.
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Master Hua
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Recitation of Universal Door Chapter
8:00 am—10:00 am

REWK

Great Compassion

Repentance
1:00 pm —3:00 pm

40

50
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80

90
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AIAE

Recitation of Earth Store Sutra
8:00 am—10:00 am

ok
Earth Store Repentance
1:00 pm —3:00 pm

110

120

130

140
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160

17

WANFRAR

Recitation of Six-Syllable Great Bright
Mantra

8:00 am—3:00 pm

18©

190

200
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220 /\H m—

230

24
NEERKRGERA
Venerable Sixth Patriarch’s Nirvana Day

Bhikd

Dharma Assembly of
Amitabha Buddha Recitation
8:00 am—10:00 am
RAEZE

Liberating Life Ceremony
1:00 pm —3:00 pm

250

260

270

280

290

300
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Gold Wheel Monastery will be celebrating Respecting Elders Day on Sunday, November 5.
Seniors 65 and above are cordially invited. Due to limited space,
please register ahead of time to ensure accommodation.
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Recitation of the Chapter of the Conduct and
Vows of Universal Worthy Bodhisattva;
Recitation of Pure Conduct Chapter

8:00 am—10:00 am

ki{&‘rﬁ

Great Compassion Repentance

1:00 pm —3:00 pm

8 90 10© 11© 120
BRI &

Recitation of Shurangama Mantra
8:00 am—3:00 pm

130 += | 140

WL hER
Burning Lamp
Buddha’s Birthday

15 16© 170 18© 190
Bk e

Medicine Master Repentance
8:00 am—3:00 pm

200 210

22 # A A— | 230 240 250 260

A€ Dharma Assembly of

Amitabha Buddha Recitation
8:00 am—10:00 am

A4 24 Liberating Life Ceremony
1:00 pm —3:00 pm

270 280
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AR M &R (e — 1) Great Compassion Repentance 12:30 pm

Return to Standard Time at 2:00 am
Afki:€ Dharma Assembly of
Amitabha Buddha Recitation

8:00 am—10:00 am

# % %4 Liberating Life Ceremony
1:00 pm —3:00 pm
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