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Verse on Ascending the High Seat and Speaking Dharma

Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua:

Cultivate moral conduct; cultivate concentration power; cultivate wisdom.
Be mindful of the Buddha; be mindful of the Dharma; be mindful of the Sangha.
Single-mindedly support the Triple Jewel. constantly apply vigor in cultivation.
Wonderful enlightenment and ultimate bliss will be genuinely attained.
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Shurangama Sutra

The Four Clear and
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A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

% Unalterable Instructions

(Continued from issue #181)

“After my extinction, in the dharma-
ending age, these phantoms and apparitions
will abound, spreading like wildfire as they
surreptitiously deceive others. Calling
themselves good knowing advisors, they will
each say that they have attained the super-
human dharmas. Enticing and deceiving the
ignorant, or frightening them out of their
wits, they disrupt and lay waste to house-
holds wherever they go.”

I’ve met very many of these demonic ghosts.
Westerners may not be too familiar with these
strange things. But it’s not just that they come
to be because Chinese people believe in ghosts
and spirits. It’s just that as time goes on, the
strange phenomena that appear in the world
become more numerous.

“After my extinction, in the dharma-
ending age, these phantoms and apparitions
will abound.” Shakyamuni Buddha is telling
us here that the age we live in will be plagued
with such deviant creatures. We people
shouldn’t have to see things for ourselves to
believe they exist. There are simply too many
things in the world which one will never see. If
we had to wait until we had seen each and
every one of them with our own eyes, we
wouldn’t be done looking in this lifetime.
Consequently, there are many things we know
nothing about. “They spread like wildfire as
they surreptitiously cheat others.” They
will be like a fire that burns people to death.
People who don’t recognize these devious be-
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ings will fall in with them and it will be just
as if they had stepped into a raging fire and
burned. Surreptitiously means secretly and
hidden. Where hidden? Maybe it is intended
to be secretly hidden so that people will not
know. To deceive means to cheat others.

“Calling themselves good knowing ad-
visors, they will each say that they have
attained the superhuman dharmas.” They
will speak of themselves as Bright-eyed
Good Knowing Advisors. They claim to
know everything. Every single one of them
sing their own praises. “Superhuman” re-
fers to a Bodhisattva. In other words, they
will say they are Bodhisattvas. This is a
manifestation of deviant knowledge and de-
viant view.

In Buddhism, even though you are a Bo-
dhisattva, or even a Buddha who has come
again, you cannot say that you are a Buddha
or a Bodhisattva. You must keep silent about
it so long as you live, down to your last
breath. “I'm a Buddha!” “I’'m a Bodhi-
sattva!” “I'm an Arhat!” You cannot speak
like that. Anyone who speaks like that is a
demonic ghost, just like the ones being de-
scribed here. When can you let it be known?
After you die. Then people ought to know.
But you cannot let people know who you are
before you die. What meaning would there be
in your announcing that you are a Buddha?
What meaning? You say you are a Bodhi-
sattva? Why? What is your meaning in say-
ing so? There could be no other reason than
to get people to believe in you. And why
would you want people to believe in you? So
they will give you money. You do it to take
advantage of situations and climb on condi-
tions. If that’s not your intent, then why
would you be telling people you are a living
Buddha? If you are a Bodhisattva, fine,
you’re a Bodhisattva; what would you be
doing telling people so?

That reminds me of something that hap-
pened once in China. An official once went to
Kuo Ching Monastery on Tien Tai Mountain
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to ask questions of the Abbot Feng Kan.
The official and the Abbot chatted. What
was the official’s name, you wonder?
Don’t ask me; I’ve forgotten. Perhaps it
was you, or perhaps it was me; it’s not for
certain. The official said to the Abbot, “In
the past, there used to be a lot of Bodhi-
sattvas who came into the world, but there
aren’t any in this day and age. I’d like to
meet a genuine Bodhisattva, but I can’t find
one.”

Abbot Feng Kan said, “Oh, you want to
see a Bodhisattva? We have two here. I’ll
introduce you to them, and you can go see
them.”

The official was duly surprised, “Two
Bodhisattvas, right here? You mean ones
made of clay, or carved wooden ones?”

“No,” replied the Abbot. “These two
are flesh-body Bodhisattvas. They are liv-
ing Bodhisattvas.”

“No kidding?” asked the official.

“I’m the Abbot here. Would I joke with you
about a thing like that?”

“Who are they?”

“One is the cook and the other boils the
water. One is named Han Shan and the
other is named Shih Te. One is a transfor-
mation of Manjushri Bodhisattva, and the
other is a transformation of Universal
Worthy (Samantabhadra) Bodhisattva.
They practice ascetic practices in this tem-
ple, doing menial tasks. They do the things
that no one else likes to do. If you want to
see them, it’s quite simple. Just go to the
kitchen and you’ll find them there.”

The official asked the Guest Prefect to
take him to the kitchen. There they found
two grimy, tattered monks with long hair
and beards, dirty faces, and a generally
disreputable appearance. They appeared
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like present=day hippies. But the Abbot
had said these two were Bodhisattvas, and
so he dared not look down on them. In-
stead, he bowed to them.

“What are you doing?” the two demanded.
“Why are you bowing to us?”

“Abbot Feng Kan said you were trans-
formations of Manjushri and Universal
Worthy Bodhisattvas, so of course I'm
bowing to you.”

“Fen Kan’s flapped his tongue”--by
which they meant he was loose-tongued.
“He’s said too much this time.” So, as the
official bowed, they backed up and backed
up and backed up, one knows not how
great a distance--probably several hundred
steps from the kitchen to the rock cliff at
the base of the mountain. Then they said,
“Feng Kan has flapped his tongue. You
didn’t even bow to Amitabha. What are
you doing bowing to us?”

“Who’s Amitabha?” asked the official.

“The Abbot is. He’s Amitabha Buddha
come again. He came to China and became
the abbot of Kuo Ching monastery on Tien
Tai mountain. Go bow to him. Leave us
alone.”

As the official stood there in amaze-
ment, the two grimy monks took one last
step backwards and disappeared into the
rock cliff. That place is now known as
Moonlight CIliff on Tien Tai Mountain--
the spot Han Shan and Shih Te disap-
peared into.

The official hurried back into Kuo
Ching Monastery to bow to the Abbot
Feng Kan--Amitabha Buddha. But when
he arrived inside, he found that the Abbot
had sat down and entered the stillness.
He’d entered nirvana. The official now
knew that the Abbot had been Amitabha
Buddha come again, but it was too late. He
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had missed his opportunity. The official
realized at that time that nobody knew
Abbot Feng Kan was the transformation
of Amitabha Buddha until he passed
away.

Why don’t Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
let people know who they are when they
come? If everyone knew, everyone
would be bowing all day long one after
another to to them the point that it would
be pretty disruptive. There would be no
time left to cultivate. So they don’t want
to let on to who they are.

That’s the way it is in Buddhism. One
would never announce, “Look! I'm
enlightened!” “I’m a Bodhisattva!” “I’m
a Buddha!” People like that are no dif-
ferent from the ones being discussed in
this section of the Sutra. I’ve never met
anyone who admitted he was enlight-
ened. Neither Elder Master Hsu Yun,
nor any of the other enlightened monks
in China ever said a word about being
enlightened, even if asked directly.
There’s no such thing in Buddhism, ex-
cept perhaps in “New Buddhism.” Here
in America, there is “new dharma.”

The beings discussed here claim to be
superior people. “Do you know who |
am? I’m a Bodhisattva.” “Do you know
who | am? I’'m Kuan Shih Yin Bodhi-
sattva. Now that you know, you should
not miss out on this opportunity. Bow to
me as your teacher. If you don’t want to
bow to me, you can bow to my teacher.
I’ll give you a certificate and for sixty-
five dollars I’ll transmit a Dharma to
you.” They go about “Enticing and de-
ceiving the ignorant.” They confuse
unsuspecting people. I’ve met so many
people like this. They are very low.
Their line is, *“You should believe me. |
have whatever you want. | have
Dharma Treasures. I’ll sell you one for
only three hundred dollars. It’s only be-
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cause | like you so much that I’ve saved it
for you. If | were not fond of you, I
wouldn’t offer it to you.”

So the disciple gives the teacher three
hundred dollars in exchange for a treasure.
Some hit you up for a thousand dollars.
Soon the old teacher’s wallet is fat.

I know of a person named Liu Tsin
Tung. During the Anti-Japanese War, his
follower abound. Everybody said he’s
emperor or the emperor to be. Everybody
wanted to become government officials
when Liu Tsin Tung became the emperor.
They started reserving their positions with
monetary payment. This person bought
the position for foreign minister; another
person paid for the position of prime
minister. These positions called for tens of
thousands of dollars. Hence, Liu Tsin
Tung had a lot of money. When he moves
his stash from safe to safe, he has to use a
train! Most people fall for this kind of
thing. If you speak true Dharma for them,
such as “Don’t kill,” they don’t believe it.
“Don’t steal.” They don’t believe that,
either. “Don’t be lustful.” They don’t be-
lieve that, either. But if you tell them
you’ve got something that will be to their
advantage, they’ll pay you for it. “or
frightening them out of their wits”: they
make you lose whatever wisdom you had.
They make you confused. “They disrupt
and lay waste to households wherever
they go.” They are really filthy rich, but
everywhere they go they keep amassing
more wealth, stripping householders of
their goods, lock, stock, and barrel.

(To be continued ... )
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Dharma Master Hui Yuan

Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971

(Continued from issue #181)

Many government high officials who did not
believe in the Buddhadharma were so afraid when
they saw Dharma Master Hui Yuan that they be-
came speechless. Basically, people were afraid of
government officials. However, those people
were afraid of a living monk whose awesome
virtue was highly inconceivable. Some people
were doubtful; they said, “If a Dharma Master
could cause people to be so afraid of him, as if
they were revering ghosts and spirits while keep-
ing a distance away, how can he teach and trans-
form living beings?” This represents the knowl-
edge and views of most commoners. What dif-
ferentiates far and near? What is far? What is
near? With regards to far, there is nothing beyond
the Dharma Realm. As for near, there is also
nothing that’s not within the Dharma Realm.
We’re talking a kind of affinity here. As the say-
ing: “Whether one has affinities or not, it’s the
same kind of perfect wisdom.” Do you know why
people were afraid of him? It was because he had
awesome virtue. He had this kind of adornment.

His master, Dharma Master Dao An, had ugly
features. On the contrary, Dharma Master Hui
Yuan’s features were adorned. No matter who the
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great general was, once he saw this Dharma
Master, he would give rise to a respectful and
fearful mind. This is because the Master’s
awesome virtue reflected and brought out the
faults and bad habits of living beings. There is
nowhere to hide from them any more. When
people saw him, they would reflect upon
themselves: “Oh! I’m really a bad person! |
have taken many hallucinogenic drugs. What
am | going to do upon seeing this Dharma
Master?” “l have stolen things, | have taken
alcohol before. In the past I have lied. I cannot
let go of my habit of taking the hallucinogenic
drugs. But I want to study the Buddhadharma
too! | know my indulgences are false. How-
ever, | can’t put them down. | think they’re
fun. Therefore | have nothing to say.”

Because of being in the dark for too long a
time, they can’t see light. Once they see light
they cannot open their eyes. Even if they open
their eyes they still will not see things. This is
the meaning here. Although it is that way,
they can still plant Bodhi seeds. It may be ei-
ther fast or slow for them to come to fruition.
Therefore, there is the saying: “Originally,
there is no sudden or gradual Dharma”. The
Dharma is not sudden or gradual, “Confusion
and Enlightenment can be slow or fast.” One
may be quickly or slowly confused. One can
also attain enlightenment at a slow or fast
pace. As in the Buddha Lecture Hall; there
were many people who came here. But they
were bullied by several of you American left-
home people and they left. They were afraid
to see you. Originally, they wanted to talk to
me. But because they were afraid of you, they
dared not talk to me. However, when the
conditions are mature, they will still have a
chance to talk.

Dharma Master Hui-Yuan began lecturing
on the sutras at the age of 24. Although his
sutra lectures are not like Dharma Master
Spiritual Light, with heavenly flowers raining
down and golden lotuses welling up from the
ground, still, he had a full audience and
Dharma friends like rosy clouds. Perhaps it
was due to his young age; at times there might
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be a Dharma friend in the audience who was
not so cordial and wanted to debate with him.
While he was lecturing above, those sitting
below would say, “Hi! | have a question, can
you answer me?” So one or more might have
questions.

At one time a person asked him: “You speak
of Prajna. You said that there are Literary
Prajna, Contemplative Prajna, and Real Mark
Prajna. | don’t understand the definition of
Real Mark. Can you please explain Real Mark
Prajna so | can comprehend it?” The Master
replied: “Real Mark is just no mark. There is
nothing that is not marked. True emptiness
does not obstruct wondrous existence. Won-
drous existence does not obstruct true empti-
ness. It is empty yet not empty. Thus it is just
wondrous existence. It exists yet does not ex-
ist, this is true emptiness.” The person again
asked, “You can talk and talk. But I still don’t
understand. True emptiness is just wonderful
existence, wonderful existence is just empti-
ness. Is it wonderful existence, or true empti-
ness? You must decide on this!”

Dharma Master Hui Yuan said: “I speak of
Real Mark Prajna and you failed to compre-
hend. | will tell you about Zhuang Tze.
Zhuang Tze said: “My life has a limit. How-
ever, knowledge is limitless. To drive the
limited in pursuit of the limitless -- dangerous
indeed!” What he was saying was that our life
has a limit. Erudition and wisdom are without
boundary. To drive our limited life-span
means using what’s limited, using the share
section of life to learn this boundless, endless,
limitless study of knowledge and wisdom.
When can you finish learning all these? So he
said “dangerous indeed.” It is perilous, not
safe, it’s something that cannot be achieved.”
It is like when we study, and we learn the lan-
guage of English, Chinese, Japanese, Sanskrit,
Hindus, Soviet, Thai, and Myanmar. This
world has hundreds of countries and hundreds
of languages. If you want to learn all of them,
then before you can master them, you will die.
Time will not wait for you. If you say | want to
extend my due date, |1 want to live for another

-10-
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hundred years until 1 have mastered all the
languages in the world, there is no way. You
will die. You say, "What if | continue to
learn them in my next lifetime?”

You’ll forget it. It’s like things that hap-
pened yesterday that we already forgot today.
Isn’t that right? We don’t remember all that
had happened last year. It is just the same.
Therefore, not to mention that, you won’t
remember what’s going to happen in the next
lifetime: This year you can’t even remember
all the things that happened last year. Or,
things that happened yesterday are totally
forgotten today. After a night’s sleep you
can’t even think back. What did | do yester-
day? Who came to see me? Why can’t | re-
member? Did | listen to the sutra lecture
yesterday? Was there a lecture yesterday?
Take a look, you can’t even remember.
Why? You are not awake from your sleep
yet! You are not fully awake yet, that’s why
you forget everything. Thus, if you wait till
next lifetime, you will have forgotten all that
you’ve learned in this lifetime. This is the
same principle.

Dharma Master Hui Yuan continued:
“*My life has a limit’. This is something that
exists. However, ‘knowledge is limitless’.
This is nothing. What exists is a wondrous
existence. How did you come to exist? That
is @ wondrous existence. How did nothing
not contain anything? This is true emptiness.
Right within true emptiness and wondrous
existence, Zhuang Tze had clearly stated,
between these two that is the real mark.”
When that person thought about it, he said:
“Oh! Right! Right! This is the Real Mark.
Now | understand.”

Later, someone reported to Dharma Master
Dao An the event of Dharma Master Hui
Yuan’s sutra lecture, and the dialogue be-
tween the two in their discussion of the real
mark. At the time perhaps Dharma Master
Dao An had many special agents or spies to
check on his disciples: Have they done any
wrongful deeds? Have they violated the pre-
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cepts? Are they following the rules and so forth.
These special agents and spies, upon returning, told
Dharma Master Dao An what was actually hap-
pening; that when Dharma Master Hui Yuan was
lecturing the sutra, there was a person who asked
about the Real Mark. They talked and talked, one
hour passed, then two hours passed, still they could
not resolve the problem. Later, Dharma Master
Hui Yuan used Zhuang Tze’s principle to explain
the Real Mark. Then the person finally understood.

After Dharma Master Dao An heard that, he said:
“Ah! So he knew about Zhuang Tze and Lao Tze.
In the past, | have not permitted him to read those
books. In fact, they can be useful. All right! From
now on, others may not be allowed to read the
books of the heretics (In Buddhism, books of
Zhuang Tze and Lao Tze are called books of the
heretics. Not to mention books from Catholicism
and Christianity. These are all books of the here-
tics.) With regard to Dharma Master Hui Yuan, |
will permit him to read all the books from the
heretics, all the worldly books. He is allowed to
read any books he likes.” He was opening a door
for the Master to widely read all the worldly books.
Each of you, think about this. Worldly books basi-
cally are useful. It is only to be feared that you
don’t know how to use them. If you know how to
use them, that too is the Buddhadharma. If you
don’t know how to use them, it is a mundane
dharma.

(To be continued ... )
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(Continued from Page 14)

In general, we should treat people with a
spirit of kindness and compassion, and use ex-
pedient methods. We should always be consid-
erate of others and make people happy. As long
as we still have a breath left, we should be good
to people, but there shouldn’t be any thoughts of
emotional love involved. Each one of you
should be sure to remember this! This is a very
important Dharma-door.
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Love and Desire: The Stumbling Blocks in Cultivation
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Instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hua
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As long as we still have a breath left, we
should be good to people, but there should-
n't be any thoughts of emotional love in-
volved.

The sea of the emotional love of birth and
death is the fundamental obstacle to the Way. If
cultivators feel love and desire, whether for
people or objects, it will hinder them from
making progress in cultivation. To discuss it in
detail, love and desire are just birth and death,
and birth and death are just love and desire.
Love and desire are the root of birth and death.
If you don’t break through the ignorance of
love and desire, you can never escape the great
sea of love which is birth and death. How can
you escape birth and death? It’s simple—just
cut off desire and get rid of love. There is no
other way.

Cultivators shouldn’t have thoughts of emo-
tional love, even less should they engage in
acts of emotional love. Don’t give rise to
thoughts of emotional love for anyone, no
matter who it is. Once you have emotional
love, you cannot cut off the root of suffering.
Once you have emotional love, you cannot put
an end to birth and death.

Someone says, “Humans are creatures of
emotion. The desires for food and sensuality
are part of their nature.” Precisely for that rea-
son, we must cultivate the Way! The Sutra in
Forty-two Sections says,

Think of those women who are elderly as your
mothers, those who are senior to you as your
elder sisters, those who are junior to you as
your younger sisters, and those who are young
as your children. Resolve to save them, and
quell unwholesome thoughts.

-13-
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Cultivators should contemplate in that way.
Does having no emotion and love mean we
should keep our mouth shut and ignore people
when we see them? No, that's also wrong. We
shouldn’t cling to emotional love, or have
thoughts of love, but we shouldn’t loathe peo-
ple, either. You can’t say, “I don't love people,
so I’ll hate people.” That’s wrong, too. Well,
what’s the right way to act? Neither love nor
hate. Not loving and not hating is the Middle
Way.

What is the Way that we are cultivating'? We
cultivate the Middle Way, by treating everyone
equally, showing kindness and compassion to
all. But we must be careful not to get trapped in
the cage of emotional love.

All of you should pay attention! Don’t let
love confuse you. If someone writes you a let-
ter, your heart thumps like a bunny hopping
wildly in your chest—you think it’s wonderful
that someone loves you. In reality, that person
is just trying to drag you into the hells!

All Good and Wise Advisors! You must ap-
ply your efforts here, and truly understand that
love is a very troublesome affair. From begin-
ningless eons until now, we have failed to end
birth and death. Why? It’s because we have
been harmed by emotional love. Only by cut-
ting off desire and getting rid of love can we
transcend the Triple Realm and be liberated
from birth and death.

Whatever you are fond of, you love; and
whatever you dislike, you hate. If | like this,
then | have a thought of love. If I am annoyed
by that, then | have a thought of hate. This is to
deal with things on an emotional level. Culti-
vators should not handle matters emotionally.
But nor should they be like Lord Guan Yu, sit-
ting there with a wooden expression. Even if
you bow to him, he’ll ignore you. We should be
amiable and courteous to people. We cannot be
arrogant and look down on everyone.

(Continuing on page 12)
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During the Ming Dynasty there was a widow who
was truly a charming beauty and operated a dye shop
in Yi-Shing county. At that time, a merchant who
owned a forestry business was smitten by her loveli-
ness. He exhausted all means to seduce the widow,
but in vain. Afterward, his disappointment turned to
fury. He plotted and schemed to cause her harm. One
evening when no one was around, the merchant pur-
posely dropped a few pieces of wood inside the
widow’s house. The next day, he secretly reported to
government officials that the widow stole some wood
from his land, and he bribed local officials as well. He
filed several false accusations against the widow, hu-
miliated her in the extreme, and attempted to coerce
her to surrender to him. However, the widow stood
firm and did not give in to his malicious attempts. She
underwent a lot of suffering. Her family wanted to
clear her reputation. They sincerely prayed and re-
quested the intervention of spirits. A few days later,
when the merchant went to his forest to trade, a black
tiger suddenly jumped out of the woods, bit off his
head, and disappeared. He died a terribly horrific
death.

Lecture:

Lust is the worst of all evils. One should not casu-
ally commit the offense of sexual misconduct. The
devious behavior of the merchant was extreme and
could not be tolerated by heaven and earth. What be-
fell the merchant was not accidental. Retribution fol-
lowing cause and effect has been the indisputable
principle for hundreds and thousands of years. This is
an admonition to all lustful people to take note and
refrain from continuing their lustful ways.
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From now on until the end of August, Gold Wheel Monastery is undergoing renovation. There will be no Dharma As-
sembly during this period. Please help spread the news. Should this cause any inconvenience to our dharma friends,
please accept our sincere apology.
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Upcoming Dharma Assemblies in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)

Note: If enough people register to go to CTTB for the Dharma assemblies listed below, we will have chartered buses
for the pilgrimage. Please contact Long Beach Monastery at (562) 438-8902.

HA—+mwa ~ AA+=8 1% 3% =38 XK,

April 24 ~ August 12 Transmission of Three Fold Precepts
ZA+EH ~ <ALH ERGE i
May 15 ~ June 7 Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance
EA+ER B & R TR
May 15 Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday (Actual Day)
~A+=n EREAREFBAFLAEE
June 12 Tenth Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana
tA=+wna BARE SR ARE %
July 24 Celebration of Gwan-Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
tA=+wH ~ tA=+8 et
July 24 ~ July 30 Seven-Day Gwan-Yin Recitation
AA+m@A BB EHE
August 14 Celebration of Ullambana
AR=FAH BAHRE R EHEE
August 28 Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday
ARA=+AB ~ LAZH Mot
August 28 ~ September 3 Seven-Day Earth Store Recitation
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