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法界虛空天外天 微塵剎海盡包含 
有緣無緣同化度 信受奉行即聖賢 

 
Verse on the Eighty-third line 

“BA TWO YE” 
of the Great Compassion Mantra 

Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua: 
  

This is a place beyond anyplace in space and the Dharma Realm 
That contains seas of lands numbering as motes of dust. 

Those with and without affinities will all be taught and saved. 
Those who believe, accept, honor, and practice are saints and sages. 
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  (Continued from issue #169) 
 

Section 37 
 

Staying Mindful of Moral Precepts  
Brings Us Close to the Way 

 
   The Buddha said, “My disciples may be several 
thousand miles away from me, but if they remem-
ber my moral precepts, they will certainly attain the 
fruition of the Way.” 
 
“If those who are by my side do not follow my moral 
precepts, they may see me constantly, but in the end 
they will not attain the Way.” 
 
    The thirty-seventh section says that if you believe in 
the Buddha’s precepts, then no matter how far away 
you are from the Buddha, it is as if you were right next 
to him. But if  you don’t believe in and hold the 
Buddha’s precepts, then you may always be by the 
Buddha’s side, but you won’t see him and you won’t 
hear the Dharma. This is what the Sixth Patriarch 
meant when he said, “If you believe in me, you may be 
108,000 miles away from me, but it amounts to being 
right by my side. But if you don’t believe in me, al-
though you may be right by my side, it will be the same 
as if you were 108,000 miles away.” That is also the 
meaning of this section of the Sutra.  
 

   The Buddha said, “My disciples may be several 
thousand miles away from me, but if they remem-
ber my moral precepts, they will certainly attain the 
fruition of the Way.” The Buddha said, “Even if my 

Lectures by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua given at  
Gold Mountain Monastery, San Francisco, California, in 1974 

The Sutra in Forty-two Sections  
Spoken by the Buddha 

 

A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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disciples are very distant from me, if they 
can constantly recollect my precepts and 
never forget them, and if they can rely on 
them and maintain them in their cultivation, 
such disciples will surely attain the fruition 
of the Way.”  
 
    If those who are by my side do not 
follow my moral precepts, they may see 
me constantly, but in the end they will 
not attain the Way. Someone who is to 
my left or right may always see me, but if 
he doesn’t cultivate in accord with my pre-
cepts, then no matter how he tries, it won’t 
be easy for him to attain the Way. 
 
   This section of text makes it clear that if 
you do what the teachings say, if you rely 
on the Buddhadharma in your cultivation, 
then you are a true disciple of the Buddha; 
you will constantly be in the presence of 
the  Buddha;  and  you  will  always  be 
studying under the Buddha. If you don’t 
hold the precepts, however, you'll miss the 
opportunity that is right in front of you. 
 
    Once there were two Bhikshus in Vara-
nasi who wanted to make the long journey 
to Shravasti to see the Buddha. As they 
walked, they grew more and more thirsty, 
until they could barely walk any further. 
They were about to die of thirst. In front of 
them, they found a little water that had 
collected in a human skull. 
 
   One of the Bhikshus took up the skull, 
drank some of the water, and then turned to 
give some to the other Bhikshu. The other 
Bhikshu, seeing that the water was in a 
skull, and that, moreover, there were many 
bugs in it, didn’t drink it. 
 
   The first Bhikshu said, “Why aren’t you 
drinking the water? We are nearly dead of 
thirst.” 
 
    The other one answered, “Because the 
Buddha’s precepts say that we can’t drink 
water if there are bugs in it. Although I may 
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die of thirst, I’m not going to drink 
water with bugs in it. I want to stick to 
the Buddha’s precepts in my cultiva-
tion.” 
 
    The first Bhikshu said, “Oh, you’re 
really stupid. If you drink some of the 
water, you’ll be able to go and see the 
Buddha. If you don’t drink it, you’ll die 
of thirst. Don’t be so inflexible.” Even 
after such a rebuke, the other Bhikshu 
still wouldn’t take a drink. The first 
Bhiksu drank all of the water, and as he 
walked on he felt very strong. But the 
second Bhikshu, who hadn’t drunk any 
water, died of thirst along the way. 
 
   Because  the  second  Bhikshu  had 
single-mindedly held the precepts, he 
was reborn in the Trayastrimsa Heaven 
and was endowed with the blessed ap-
pearance of a god. From there he went 
to see the Buddha, and upon hearing 
the Buddha speak Dharma for him, he 
attained the pure Dharma-eye and re-
alized the fruition of Arhatship. Mean-
while, the Bhikshu who had drunk the 
water  from  the  skull  arrived  at 
Shravasti  after  three  more  days  of 
travelling. The Bhikshu who had died 
of thirst saw the Buddha on the night of 
his death and then realized the fruition. 
Three days later, the other Bhikshu ar-
rived and saw the Buddha. 
 
   The Buddha asked him, “Where did 
you come from? How many people 
came with you? Was the trip unevent-
ful?” The Bhikshu told his story to the 
Buddha in detail: “We came from Va-
ranasi, and the road was long. At one 
point on the way we were without wa-
ter, but eventually we found some wa-
ter that had collected in a skull. I drank 
some,  but  my  fellow  cultivator 
wouldn’t drink it when he saw that 
there were bugs in it, so he died of 
thirst. The fact is that he didn’t have 
affinities with the Buddha, and so he 
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died instead of seeing the Buddha. His at-
tachments were too strong.” 
 
   After the Buddha heard the story, he told 
the Bhikshu who had died of thirst to come 
forward. The Buddha said, “That very day he 
was reborn in the heavens and was endowed 
with the life span of a god, which is quite 
long. Then he came to my Dharma assembly, 
and I spoke Dharma for him. He has already 
realized the fruition of the Way. You say that 
he was stupid, but in truth you are the stupid 
one. You didn’t keep the Buddha’s precepts, 
and although you have come to see me, you 
might as well not have seen me, because your 
mind isn’t true. You aren’t sincere enough; 
you didn’t hold the precepts.” 
 
    So from this episode you can see that, 
whether or not you are beside the Buddha, 
what matters is holding to the Buddha’s pre-
cepts as you cultivate. Then you actually get 
to see the Buddha. If you don’t cultivate ac-
cording to the precepts, although you may be 
at the Buddha’s side, it’s as if you never saw 
him in the first place. 

 
(To be continued … ) 

(Continued from Page 8)   
After Dharma Master Tan Yi bowed to the 
sharira, he prayed: “If this is the Buddha’s 
sharira, it should manifest light for everyone 
to see.”  Having said that, in the middle of 
that night, the sharira emitted a five-colored 
light that filled the entire room.  At that time, 
all of the Master’s disciples and other Sang-
hans, Bhikshus and Bhikshunis witnessed the 
auspicious event and their faith in the Master 
increased even more. 
 

(To be continued … ) 
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(Continued from issue #169) 
 
    During the Jin dynasty, a High Sanghan named 
Seng Fu stayed at Superior Light Monastery.  
When he was young, he specialized in cultivating 
and upholding the precepts.  He was vigorous in 
maintaining the Vinaya and aspired to cultivate 
asceticism-- to cultivate ascetic practices others 
could not cultivate.  The Master also studied the 
Shastras to the point that he thoroughly pene-
trated and completely understood the Buddhad-
harma expounded in the Sutras. At that time, 
many people in the area of Hunan came to believe 
in him. 
 
    The country of West Jin was in chaos and un-
settled in those days.  Because of this, Masters 
Seng Fu, Dao An and many others retreated to 
this place to live a secluded life.  They stayed 
together to investigate the Buddhadharma and 
thoroughly penetrated the principles of the sutras.  
The Master continued to dwell at the Superior 
Light Monastery in Jing Province. During his 
whole  life  he  was  vigorous  maintaining  the     
Vinaya, eating only vegetarian food, and bowing 
the repentance ceremony daily.   He was ex-
tremely vigorous and vowed to ascend to the 
Sixth Tushita Heaven to see Maitreya Bodhi-
sattva.  That was his ambition. 

宣
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1971 

Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session 
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971 

Dharma Master  Seng Fu  

—錄自百日禪— 

 

。
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            At that time, the provincial governor Wang 

Chern of Lang Ya heard about the lofty and 
profound virtues of the Master, so he invited 
the Master to his household and his whole 
family took the precepts under him.  They all 
took refuge with the Dharma Master.  Two days 
before the Master entered Nirvana, he made an 
announcement: “I will leave tomorrow. If any 
of you has a question you should ask it quickly.  
Soon I will not be here and you will have no 
one to ask.”  The next day, everyone smelled a 
rare fragrance that filled the air.  They also 
heard music playing in empty space.  When all 
of those disciples who had taken refuge with 
the Master heard that their teacher (“Shr Fu”) 
was about to leave, they all came to revere him. 
There were about ten thousand of them.  After-
wards, the Master remained seated and passed 
away without any illness. He left without being 
afflicted with any sickness. 
 

*******Dharma Master Tan Yi****** 
 
   There was another High Sanghan who lived 
in the Chang Sha (“Long Sand”) Monastery, 
named Shih Tan Yi.  This Dharma Master was a 
native of Chi Province near Beijing. He left the 
home-life at the age of sixteen and bowed to 
Dharma Master Dao An as his teacher.  Among 
the Shramaneras, he specialized in studying and 
upholding  the  precepts.   Because  of  this,    
everyone  addressed  him  as  the  “Precept-
holding Shramanera”.  His study penetrated the 
Three Canons of the Sutras, the Vinaya, and the 
Shastras as he understood all of them.  Among 
the pupils and disciples of Dharma Master Dao 
An, it can be said that he was foremost in 
maintaining the precepts.   
 
   Later, he moved to Szechuan.  In Szechuan, 
there was an official, a Provincial Governor, 
whose name was Mao Ju and he was particu-
larly faithful in his belief of the Master.  Once, 
he invited the Master to receive an offering of 
vegetarian food. During the meal, the Provin-
cial Governor personally attended the Master 
with rice and dishes of food.  At that time, 
Dharma master Tan Yi saw a grain among the 
cooked rice and he picked the grain up and ate it 
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first. (When there is husk outside the rice it is 
called  a  grain).   Mao Ju  thought:  “This 
Dharma Master certainly will not waste the 
offerings of a donor.”  With that, his faith in 
the Master grew even more.  
 
   Later, Mao Ju made an offering of one 
thousand measures of rice to the Master.  The 
Master said: “You have given me so much 
rice, how can I eat it myself?”  As a result, he 
invited all the monks in Szechuan to come 
and gave each a share of rice.   
 
    The  Master  always  followed  Dharma 
Master Dao An as he traveled everywhere to 
lecture on the Sutras and speak the Dharma.  
Very often he would also live in Tan Si 
Monastery. Tang Han Jr was a magistrate in 
Chang Sha prefecture at that time during the 
Jin dynasty.  He offered his house in Nanjing 
to be converted into a monastery.  Next, he 
went before the Dharma Master Dao An and 
requested him to select a Dharma master to 
be the abbot of the monastery. At that point, 
Dharma Master Dao An sent Dharma Master 
Tan Yi there to become the abbot. 
 
   Subsequently,  Dharma  Master  Tan  Yi 
shouldered his case, bringing his tin staff, 
and traveled to Nanjing to become the abbot 
of the monastery.  The monastery was named 
Chang Sha Monastery.  At that time, there 
was social unrest in the area and people often 
had to hide from bandits.  Since Nanjing was 
not at peace, later on, Dharma Master Tan Yi 
went to Shang Ming (“Superior Brightness”) 
Monastery,  where  he  built  an  additional 
monastery.   After  the local  bandits  were 
gone, the Master returned to Nanjing and 
renovated the Chang Sha Monastery.  After 
the renovation was complete, because of the 
Master’s utmost sincerity and in particular, 
his earnestness, he brought about a response.  
He was able to obtain the Buddha’s sharira.  
The Master then stored the sharira in a gold 
vessel in the dining hall.   
 

   (Continuing on page 5)   
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 by Dr. Thomas Hou 

        

 
 
        

       

        

    As a professor of Applied Mathe-
matics, I consider myself a scientist. At 
the same time, I am also a sincere Bud-
dhist. Some people may wonder what, 
if  anything,  science has  to  do  with 
Buddhism. I had this question myself 
before I became a Buddhist. Scientists 
always insist in proving the laws of 
Universe,  either  by using repeatable 
experiments or rigorous logical argu-
ments. However, what we can under-
stand from science is still only a small 
part of our universe.  
 
    As we try to understand our universe 
at a smaller and smaller scale, we en-
counter the quantum effect, which one 
cannot measure accurately and reliably 
(the so-called uncertainty principle). In 
this micro-world, subjective beliefs and 
the effect of the mind become important. 
They could affect the outcome of what 
we observe.  
 
   The great value of Buddhism is spe-
cifically found in its understanding and 
detailed description of the mind and its 
effect on our behavior. It goes well be-
yond what we know of as knowledge. It 
is  about  wisdom,  about  having  the 
proper views to understand the world 
around us.  
 
    As science becomes more and more 
developed, the proper guidance of its 
future direction becomes increasingly 
important.  Will  science  continue  to 
benefit mankind, or will the world be-
come more chaotic and self-destructive 

Science and Buddhism  
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because of the high technologies devel-
oped by the advancement of science? By 
seeking proper guidance from the teach-
ings of Buddhism, we can avoid the nega-
tive side effects of science.  
 
   Our Venerable Master Hsuan Hua has 
repeatedly instructed us to follow the Six 
Guiding  Principles:  “No  Fighting,  No 
Greed, No Seeking, Not Being Selfish, 
Not Seeking Personal Advantage and No 
Lying.” These six principles appear to be 
simple, but are actually very profound. 
They provide a pattern for our proper be-
havior. If we can adhere to these six prin-
ciples, we will have peace in our minds 
and the world will be peaceful. The reason 
we have so many problems surrounding us 
is precisely because we are greedy, selfish, 
seeking for  more than we deserve,  or 
fighting to justify our existences and try-
ing to put down other people who are in 
our way.  
 
    The Buddha said that all sentient beings 
have the Buddha nature. We all feel good 
about ourselves if we do something good, 
something that is consistent with the Six 
Principles. We feel guilty if we commit a 
crime, or if we do something that hurts 
other people or living beings.  
 
   Science enhances our knowledge in un-
derstanding the world, but it does not nec-
essarily give us the wisdom to behave 
properly. Buddhism teaches us such wis-
dom. By attaining this wisdom, we obtain 
internal peace of mind and harmony with 
the world surrounding us.  Using this wis-
dom to guide our scientific research, we 
can broaden the horizons of our under-
standing of the universe and avoid the 
negative side effects of science. Only then 
can we make a positive contribution to 
society, and only then will science con-
tinue to benefit mankind. 
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緬懷恩師 
In Reminiscence of and Gratitude to Our Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 

by  Kuo Gwo Chung

       

 
 

   It was the year 1994.  It could have been the last 
time our Venerable Master gave a Dharma lecture at 
Gold Wheel Monastery.  The multitude had not 
seen the Master for an extended period of time.  
Everybody was waiting eagerly for our Master’s 
teaching.  This specific episode stayed fresh in my 
mind even with the passage of time.  The Master 
said, “All of you are seeking the Dharma outside 
of your mind.  You are searching externally.”  At 
that time, I did not understand what this simple and 
short line of teaching meant.  I took refuge with the 
Triple Jewel under the Master in 1993, and it was 
only then that I actually encountered the Buddhad-
harma.  Not until more recent years did I startlingly 
gain some insight into this specific teaching.  Our 
Venerable Master was full of kindness and com-
passion.  His teachings could be short and simple, 
yet more than enough to become our lifelong tenets.  
How can this be denied? 
 
   We are relentlessly seeking externally.  We are 
caught in the maze of the Five Desires, spinning 
round and round in the maze, becoming dazed and 
confused; yet happily thinking that we are at ease 
and diligently cultivating the way.  We keep look-
ing for the Dharma outside of our own minds.  From 
dawn to dusk, we are busy inquiring of good and 
wise advisers, asking for their blessings for peace 
and tranquility.  On the contrary, we forget the pre-
cious Dharma teachings the Master has handed 
down to us, pushing them all the way to the back of 
our minds.  Why don’t we calm down our minds 
and make a firm resolve to realistically follow the 
Master’s teachings?  We should put more effort into 
cultivating the Dharma door of the mind ground 
within our self-nature.  When we relinquish the au-
thentic in lieu of the bogus, we are being upside 
down.   
 
   The Master has manifested sickness and has en-
tered Nirvana.  As his disciples, we no longer have 
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him to rely on for all things.  Hence, the more we 
should awaken.  We should take responsibility for nur-
turing our own Dharma body and wisdom life.  We 
should truly believe in the principle of cause and effect. 
We should read more of our Master’s lectures (It would 
be like listening to the Master’s talks.)  We should up-
hold the precepts and cultivate with vigor.  This is the 
only way we can repay our Master’s kindness and 
compassion for coming to this Saha world and pains-
takingly teaching and guiding us living beings.  Let us 
all mutually encourage each other onwards. 
Amitabha!  

 
Impressions Upon Joining the  

Choir of Gold Wheel Monastery 
 
My personal gains from taking part in the choir are as 
follows: 
 
(1)  Singing in the choir is a real challenge for a person 
like me, who has no training in the theory of music such 
as  reading  musical  scores  or  counting  beats  and 
rhythms.  I thought about quitting at the beginning, but 
decided to follow through the course out of a sense of 
mission and the belief that “Dharma doors are limitless, 
I vow to learn them all.”  Thanks to the guidance of Mr. 
Lin, the conductor of the choir, and the assistance of 
my fellow choir members, I practiced hard to overcome 
all difficulties and was able to catch up after all.   
 
     After the performance of the benefit concert for the 
International Institute of Philosophy & Ethics, our 
choir earned praises from many Dharma friends from 
other branch monasteries.  Even the Dharma master 
who  manages  Gold  Wheel  Monastery  was  asked 
whether the choir members were selected especially.  I 
felt embarrassed and yet encouraged upon hearing 
about this remark.   Success will be achieved as long as 
you work diligently toward your goal, being fearless of 
burden or difficulty.  I hope that those who did not 
participate will bring forth their resolve to join us and 
that all choir members will keep on practicing until the 
day the Institute is accomplished so that we can again 
dedicate ourselves to perform for the celebration . 
 
(2)  Mr. Lin emphasized that a choir does not need an 
extraordinary bass or soprano or a star-like singer.  On 
the contrary, it requires the harmonious blend of reso-
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nance and balance among all choir members.  I 
was amazed at this concept. It is as if to say that 
all of us in our daily life should put down our 
egos to cooperate and work with others so order 
is achieved and the spirit of teamwork is devel-
oped. 
 
(3)   With earnest expectations of the choir, Mr. 
Lin requested that every four choir members, 
one from each voice (soprano, alto, tenor and 
bass), form a group to sing on the stage to re-
ceive a screening.  It was a Herculean task.   
However, what other method could have been 
better to help all members to drive themselves to 
achieve their full potential in singing during a 
short period of time? Furthermore, isn’t it the 
case that the Dharma door of repentance in 
Buddhist practice is to show repentance and re-
solve to make a fresh start in front of the assem-
bly?  These two methods share the same inten-
tion, though the approaches are different. 

 
    In summary, the singing and transmitting of 
Buddhist songs not only assists in regulating our 
bodies and minds during the time left after cul-
tivating but also keeps us from falling into the 
trap of decadent music which is popular in the 
world.  I hope that the principles and spirit of 
Buddhism,  through  the  expedient  means  of 
Buddhist music, will be conveyed to the people 
of the world, as the hymns of Christianity do, so 
that those who have affinities with Buddhism 
will be crossed over.  I wholeheartedly pray for 
the success of the propagation of Buddhist mu-
sic. 
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 妙覺寶殿鋼琴義演感言 
 

by Michael Lo

       

 
 
        

 
 

 

 
 
 

   The first time I met Venerable Master Hua 
was in 1993 when he went to Rochester, New 
York to propagate the Buddhadharma.  My 
family of four became the Master’s lay dis-
ciples. 
 
   The second time was in July of 1995, when 
the Master entered stillness.  In No Words 
Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, 
my family of four was filled with sorrow as 
we paid our respects to the portrait of the 
Master. 
 
   Recently, in the City of the Dharma Realm 
in Sacramento, I got a wonderfully precious 
opportunity to actually participate in working 
towards the fulfillment of the Master’s vow.  
During  the  benefit  piano  concert  by 
Gwhyneth Chen, I was the emcee and I was 
also a member of the Gold Wheel Monastery 
Choir, which performed on this occasion.  
Once again, I deeply felt the Master’s virtu-
ous aura in teaching and transforming living 
beings, touching each and every one.  I felt so 
much inner peace and calmness. 
 
   I arrived at the City of the Dharma Realm 
one day before the piano concert.  I discussed 
with Gwhyneth the details of the program.  
Gwhyneth had arrived there two to three days 
before me, and was on her final stages of 
preparation and rehearsal.  A successful pi-
ano concert requires the support of many 
people.  Hence, everybody contributed effort 
wholeheartedly in preparation for this event.  
Even before the first musical note resonated 

Reflections on the Benefit Piano Concert  
for the International Institute of  

Philosophy and Ethics (IIPE) 
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from the keyboard, Gwhyneth was already 
touched.  Needless to say, when a musician is 
inspired, her state in the musical realm be-
comes dynamically elevated.  Ultimately, the 
piano concert on May 18th was incomparably 
successful.   Through  her  artistic  talents, 
Gwhyneth attained her vow to be part of the 
realization of the Master’s vow. 
 
  From my personal point of view, the es-
sence of this benefit piano concert is deep 
and far-reaching.  This may just be a begin-
ning, but with continuous toil and diligence, 
it  can create a new phase in Buddhism, 
reaching toward more living beings.  Music 
is undoubtedly an universal language, easily 
transmitted and understood by all.  Music can 
certainly contribute toward the unification of 
different religious factors and toward the 
promotion of world peace.   
 
   I  am  sincerely  encouraging  all  music-
loving friends in the Dharma to answer this 
call and work together in  propagating the 
Buddhadharma by means of music.  With the 
pure sounds of Buddhist music, we can teach 
and transform people’s minds and hearts, 
elevate the quality of our lives and bring 
blessings to all the people in this world.  If 
we can achieve this goal, then this initial 
benefit  piano concert  will  be  even more 
meaningful.   

~音樂會圖片集錦 ( Pictures from the Benefit Concert) ~ 
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2003 8    Schedule of Events – August of 2003  

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

◎ Great Compassion Repentance 12:30 pm 
★ 8 11 8 17 7:00 am ─ 9:00 pm
Eradicating Disaster and Protecting the Nation —  A Seven-day Recitation of Shurangama Mantra 
Starting from 08/11 to 08/17,  7:00 am ─ 9:00 pm 
※  7 20 10 27
A Hundred-day Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 
Starting from 07/20/2003 to 10/27/2003 Mondays — Saturdays 7:00 pm-8:30 pm 

1◎※

 
2◎※ 

3 
 Recitation of Earth Store Sutra

8:00 am-3:00 pm

4◎※ 5◎※ 

 
6◎※                 

 
7◎ ※ ☆            
 

8◎※  

 
9◎※        

10 

Celebration of  Great Strength 
Bodhisattva’s Birthday 

  Celebration of  Ullambana 
 Recitation of Earth Store Sutra 

8:00 am-4:00 pm 

11★※ 

     

12★※

 

         

13★※                           

 

14★※ 

         
15★※   

 

 

16★※ 

 

17 ★                        
A Seven-day Recitation 

of Shurangama Mantra
 Recitation of Earth Store Sutra

7:00 am ─ 9:00 pm 

18◎※ 

 
 

19◎※ 20◎※ 

 
21◎※ 

 

22◎※ 23◎※

24 
Celebration of Earth 

Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday 
  

GWM Every Other Month Meeting  
8:00 am-3:00 pm 

25◎※  26◎※                                  

  
27◎※ 

 

Earth Store Bodhisattva’s 
Birthday(Actual Day)           

Venerable Master Hsu 
Yun’s Birthday 

28◎※             29◎※  30◎※  

31 
 Recitation of  Earth Store Sutra

8:00 am-3:00 am 
Liberating Life Ceremony  

1:00 pm  - 1:45 pm 

☆08/07  
Monthly Memorial Day of Venerable Master Hua's  Entering Nirvana   


