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法王長子文殊尊 慈心教化娑婆民 
同願證得無量智 常寂光土萬佛村 

 
Verse on the Seventy-Eighth line 

“PE LU JYE DI” 
of the Great Compassion Mantra 

Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua: 
  

The eldest disciple of the Dharma King is Manjushri, the Venerable. 
Kind-hearted, he transforms and teaches inhabitants of Saha. 

With like vows, they reach certification to infinite wisdom. 
The Land of Stillness and Light is the village of ten thousand Buddhas. 
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  (Continued from issue #164) 
 

Section 30 
 

Stay Far Away from the  
Fire of Desire 

 
The Buddha said, “People who cultivate the Way 
are like dry grass; it is essential to keep it away 
from an oncoming fire. People who cultivate the 
Way look upon desire as something they must stay 
far away from.” 
  
     The thirtieth section tells people to keep at a dis-
tance from all thoughts of desire. Don’t be burned by 
the fire of desire. What is meant by dry grass? The six 
emotions and their corresponding six sense organs 
are like dry grass. The six defiling objects are like a 
raging fire. Before you have reached the state where 
both the mind and external states are forgotten, you 
should cultivate the supreme conduct of keeping your 
distance. What is meant by forgetting the mind and 
external states? Inwardly one contemplates the mind, 
and there is no mind. There isn’t any mind at all; it’s 
truly empty. Outwardly one contemplates forms, and 
there are no forms; nor are there any external states. 
The mind is empty, the body is empty, and both the 
mind and external states are forgotten, The eyes see 
everything, but there is nothing. At that point, you are 
no longer turned by the six sense organs and the six 
defiling objects. 
  
   The Buddha said, “People who cultivate the 
Way are like dry grass; it is essential to keep it 
away from an oncoming fire.”  You could say 
“people who cultivate the Way” refers to Bhikshus, 

Lectures by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua given at  
Gold Mountain Monastery, San Francisco, California, in 1974 

The Sutra in Forty-two Sections  
Spoken by the Buddha 

 

A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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Bhikshunis, Upasakas, and Upasikas; all who culti-
vate the Way are included. They are like dry grass. 
What happens between men and women can be 
compared to dry firewood or dry grass that  is 
brought close to a raging fire. Since it is dry, all you 
have to do is touch it with just a tiny bit of fire, and 
the whole thing will ignite and burn itself up. 
  
   So when there is fire, people who cultivate the 
Way should stay away from it. You should avoid it. 
What is meant by fire here? It means desire and 
love, emotional desire and the experiences of the six 
defiling objects. The six sense organs belong to 
emotion, and the six defiling objects are external 
states that confuse people. The six sense organs 
(eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind) and the 
six defiling objects (sights, sounds, smells, tastes, 
tangibles, and dharmas) have confused people to the 
point that they are born as if drunk and die as if in a 
dream. 
 
   People who cultivate the Way look upon desire as 
something they must stay far away from. People 
who cultivate the Way should stay away from de-
sire. You should keep your distance from it. You 
should see as if not seeing, hear as if not hearing. 
 

The eyes contemplate shapes and forms,  
but inside there is nothing. 

The ear hears the world’s sounds,  
but the mind is not aware of them. 

 
    When you reach that point, there is no need to 
practice keeping your distance. If you can be around 
sense objects all the time without any problem, then 
it is all right. But if you can’t handle that, then you 
should practice keeping your distance. 
   

Section 31 
 

When the Mind Is Still,  
Desire Is Dispelled 

 
The Buddha said, “There was once someone who 
was  plagued  by  ceaseless  sexual  desire  and 
wished to castrate himself. The Buddha said to 
him, ‘To cut off your sexual organ would not be 
as good as to cut off your mind. Your mind is like 



-4- 金 輪 通 訊 第165期,2003年3月 
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #165, March 2003 

 
a supervisor: if the supervisor stops, his em-
ployees will also quit. If the deviant mind is not 
stopped, what good does it do to cut off the or-
gan?’” 
 
   The Buddha spoke a verse for him: 
 

Desire is born from your intentions.  
Intentions are born from thoughts. 

When both aspects of the mind are still,  
there is neither form nor activity. 

 
    The Buddha said, “This verse was spoken by 
the Buddha Kashyapa.” 
 
   The thirty-first section explains that when peo-
ple want to stop desire, they should stop it within 
the mind. If you want to know the method for 
stopping the mind, you should realize that desire 
arises from the mind’s intentions and that your 
intentions are produced from your thoughts. 
 
    Now, take a look at your thoughts. Are they 
produced of themselves? Are they produced from 
something else? Are they produced from a combi-
nation of both? Or are they produced without any 
cause? You should also find out whether thoughts 
are internal, external, or in the middle─between 
the internal and external. Do they come from the 
past, the present, or from the future? 
 
    When you try to find thoughts in this way, your 
thoughts also become still and without any sub-
stance of their own. Once your thoughts are still, 
your intentions also become still. Since your in-
tentions are still, your desires also become still. 
When your desires are still, you will see all forms 
and dharmas as images in a mirror. Like reflec-
tions in a mirror, they are not real. You will see 
that all activities are like bubbles: they are also 
false. All Buddhas successively contemplate and 
transmit these expedient Dharma-doors that en-
able one to subdue the mind. 
 
The Buddha said, “There was once someone 
who was plagued by ceaseless sexual desire and 
wished to castrate himself.” This person couldn’t 
stop his thoughts of lust even for a moment. Be-
cause his sexual desire was so strong and over-
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whelming, he tried to do something about 
it. He finally thought of a method: he de-
cided to cut off his own male organ. 
 
   The Buddha said to him, “To cut off 
your sexual organ would not be as good 
as to cut off your mind. Your mind is 
like a supervisor; if the supervisor stops, 
his employees will also quit.” The Buddha 
said to him, “You say you want to cut off 
your male organ. It would be better to cut 
off your false-thinking mind. Your mind is 
like a supervisor: if the supervisor stops, 
the people working under him will also 
stop.” If the deviant mind is not stopped, 
what good does it do to cut off the or-
gan? You get involved in an activity only 
because your mind has false thoughts. If 
your mind didn’t have false thoughts in the 
first place, then it wouldn’t get any help 
from others, and this kind of activity would 
stop. But if your deviant mind of lust is not 
stopped, then what use would it be to cut 
off your organ? That would be absolutely 
useless. 
 
    The Buddha spoke a verse for him: 
Desire  is  born  from  your  intentions. 
Thoughts of desire arise from your mental 
intentions.  Intentions  are  born  from 
thoughts. What do intentions arise from? 
They come from thoughts. When both as-
pects of the mind are still, There is neither 
form nor activity. Your thoughts of desire 
are made quiet,  and your thoughts that 
contain various kinds of deviant knowledge 
and views also cease.  When these two 
kinds of thoughts both become still, then 
there isn’t sexual behavior, nor are there 
any remaining thoughts of sexual desire. 
The Buddha said, “This verse was spo-
ken  by  the  Buddha  Kashyapa.”  Ka-
shyapa Buddha spoke this verse. 
 

(To be continued … ) 
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(Continued from issue #164) 
  
    In the thirty-sixth year of the Republic of 
China, a living Arhat appeared. The living 
Arhat’s name was Wu Jin (“Boundless”).  
What kind of skill did this Arhat possess?  
He knew how to recite the Great Compas-
sion Mantra.  He recited it to cure people’s 
illnesses.  No matter what sickness people 
had, he could make them well.  In Putou 
Mountain, at Gwan Yin Bodhisattvas’ Way 
Place, he once displayed his great spiritual 
power.  At that time, there were over five 
hundred monks living on Putou Mountain. 
However, during that year, very few people 
came to visit the mountain, so there were 
not enough donations to support the monks. 
As a result, the five hundred had no means 
to come down from the mountain.  The liv-
ing Arhat was curing people’s illnesses in 
the area, so many people came to believe in 
him.  Afterward, he chartered two ships and 
volunteered  to  take  over  five  hundred 
monks to  visit  the  provincial  capital  in 
Shanghai.  Because of this, he had a very 
high reputation.  In the areas of Shanghai, 
Hengjou and Sujou, there was no one that 
did not know of the living Arhat. The gov-
ernment officials believed in him and the 
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Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session 
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971 

Dharma Master Dao An 

—錄自百日禪— 
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citizens believed in him even more.  Some 
left-home people and laymen in Buddhist 
circles also came to believe in him. 
 
   On one occasion, I was living at the 
Buddha  Recitation  Hall  on  Ling  Yen 
Mountain in  Sujou, and I met him there.  I 
had heard that he was a living Arhat. His 
features were not unbefitting.  He had the 
looks of an Arhat and was wearing tattered 
clothes. But when I glanced at him, he 
looked as if he were about to die, so I asked 
him: “You’re the living Arhat?”  He re-
plied: “Oh! I dare not say that. But people 
usually call me by that name.”  I said, 
“What talents do you have that  people 
would call you a living Arhat?”  He said: “I 
cure people’s sickness.”  Then I said., “You 
cure people’s sickness? You should cure 
your own sickness.  Have you cured your 
own sickness already or not?”  He looked at 
me and said, “What kind of sickness do I 
have?”  I continued, saying, “You have a 
sickness of seeking fame.  In the future you 
will also have a sickness --that of seeking 
benefit.  Now you’re curing people’s sick-
ness.  In the future no one will come to cure 
your illness.” I went on, “I honestly tell you 
this; if you continue to cure people’s sick-
nesses and display your spiritual powers, 
you will definitely fall.”  To “fall” means to 
create  offenses.   Perhaps  he  would  no 
longer be a left-home person.  It is like a 
free fall from the highest to the lowest 
point.  This is called a “fall”. After I talked 
to him, he knelt before me.  I said: “What 
are you doing?”  He replied, “If I fall, I beg 
you to save me.”  Basically, I could have 
taught  him  that  if  he  stopped  curing 
people’s sickness, he could avoid falling.  
However, he did not ask how to prevent 
himself from falling. Instead he said that if 
he ever fell, he wanted me to save him.  Oh 
well! At that time, I didn’t hesitate to think 
twice and I accepted his request.  I said, 
“Fine, if you fall, I will cross you over.” 
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   This matter became very strange.  After 
I arrived in Hong Kong, I met this living 
Arhat again. Sure enough, he was no 
longer a living Arhat.  He had turned into 
a commoner, a layman and no longer a 
left-home person.  When he saw me in 
Hong Kong, I still recognized him and 
said, “What are you now?  Where did 
you, the living Arhat go? Why have you 
changed into this form?”  He said, “It’s 
all because of you.  You said I would fall.  
Now I have fallen.  If you hadn’t said 
that, how would I have become what I am 
now?  Your words are too true.  You said 
I would fall.  Now I have fallen.”  I said to 
him, “I promised you that I would cross 
you over if you fell.  Now, do you still 
want to leave the home-life?”  He said, 
“Leaving the home-life?  I don’t have any 
money.”  I said, “You don’t have money, 
but I’ll give you the money.  You go and 
leave the home-life.”  So in Hong Kong, I 
crossed  him over to leave the home-life 
again. 
 
   There was a Dharma master who wor-
shipped him as if he were a living Bud-
dha. Every day, when the Dharma master  
finished his morning recitation, he would 
bow to him. When he was done with his 
evening recitation, he would bow to him 
again.  Originally, this Dharma master 
had thought of requesting me to help him.  
He wanted to use me as an advertisement.  
But I did not go because my trademark 
basically is not for sale.  Therefore, he 
took over the living Arhat instead.  I told 
him, “You should be a bit more careful! If 
you revere him that much, he will fall 
again.”  Sure enough, later on, no one 
knew  where  the  living  Arhat  went.  
Therefore, in cultivation, I have encoun-
tered many people!  That living Arhat 
practiced never lying down to sleep and 
he also maintained not eating after noon. 
Nevertheless,  he  still  fell.   Therefore, 
cultivation is not easy.     
 

(The End of the Article on Master Dao-An) 
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   In ancient times, there was a merchant in Huei 
Chou named Wang Chr Ren. He was    twenty 
years old and had no children.  One day, he met 
a fortune teller. The fortune teller predicted that 
Wang Chr Ren would be facing an unknown 
catastrophe in October which he could scarcely 
escape.  This fortune teller was known far and 
wide for his accurate predictions.  Everybody 
believed in him.  Since he spoke with such cer-
tainty,  Wang  Chr  Ren  accepted  his  words 
without a doubt.  
 
    Not long after, Wang Chr Ren had to travel to 
Suchou because of some urgent business mat-
ters. After he had received money from his 
transactions, he stayed in a hotel.  One evening, 
as he was strolling along the river bank, he 
suddenly saw a young woman,   about to throw 
herself into the river. He quickly took money 
from his pocket and hired a boatman to rescue 
her. After the woman was saved, she cried to 
Wang Chr Ren, “I come from a poor family. We 
are burdened with debts. We rely solely on my 
husband who works as a servant to make a liv-
ing. We also raise pigs to help pay our debts. 
When I sold our pigs in the market yesterday, I 
was paid with counterfeit money.  I am afraid 
that my husband will scold me when I get 
home.  My only other choice is to drown my-
self, ending my misery.”  After hearing this, 
Wang Chr Ren’s inmate sense of compassion 
welled up. Therefore, he gave twice the selling 
price of the pigs to the woman. 

By Yee-Yi Kung 

Priceless Lessons for a 
Good Life and Longevity 
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   After the woman got home, she narrated 
the entire story to her husband. At first, her 
husband did not believe her, so he, along 
with his wife, went over to the hotel where 
Wang Chr Ren was staying to confirm the 
truth of the story. 
 
    It was late at night. Wang Chr Ren had 
already gone to bed. The wife knocked at his 
door and said “I am the woman you rescued 
from drowning.  I came especially to thank 
you for your kindness in saving my life. Can 
you please open the door?” Upon hearing 
this, Wang Chr Ren refused sternly and said 
“You are a young lady and I am a single man 
from out of town. At this hour of the night, it 
is not right to see each other.”  Standing next 
to her, her husband was quite moved by 
what he heard.  He admired Wang Chr Ren’s 
righteous conduct and stern admonishment.  
He immediately said, “I accompanied my 
wife in making this special call to express 
our gratitude.”  Hearing this, Wang Chr Ren 
got up and donned his clothes.  He opened 
the door and let them in.  Surprisingly, right 
after he opened the door, the wall collapsed. 
Wang Chr Ren’s bed was crushed. He thus 
escaped a disaster. The young couple saw 
what happened and they could not help but 
utter, “Doing good deeds gains excellent 
rewards.” They repeatedly thanked Wang 
Chr Ren for saving the wife and then they 
left. 
 
     After Wang Chr Ren returned home, he 
came across the fortune teller.  The fortune 
teller was greatly surprised.  He said, “Your 
face shows signs that you have done good 
deeds secretly.  I think you must have saved 
someone’s life.  Your future blessings will 
be limitless.”  Originally, Wang Chr Ren 
was destined to be childless.  But later, he 
fathered  eleven  sons,  and  lived  a  long 
healthy life until he passed away at the age 
of 96. 

(Continuing on page 12) 
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 “The Sutra of Upasaka Precepts” mentions that a 
lay Buddhist practicing precepts must first learn how 
to cultivate the Bodhi mind. To cultivate the Bodhi 
mind, one needs to learn how to plant the four Bodhi 
seeds.  First is not to be greedy in regard to materials 
and wealth; second is to learn Dharma with complete 
devotion, without reservations for one’s life; third, to 
practice patience and tolerance: and fourth, to com-
miserate with all beings. 

 
The third of the Five Contemplations states: “I 

guard my mind against transgression, the principal one 
being greed and so forth.” It also points out that greed 
is number one among all evil karmic obstructions. Not 
being greedy with materials and wealth encompasses 
things with and without forms and shapes, such as 
time. Greed is the origin of reckless thoughts, worries 
and afflictions. One can build a resolute and steadfast 
mind only when one is free from greed and desire. 

 
To learn Dharma with complete devotion, with-

out reservation for one’s life, means one should regard 
one’s Dharma body with more importance than one’s 
physical body.  One should be able to offer oneself up 
for the cultivation of the Way.  It should not be inter-
preted simply as not to value one’s life; otherwise, 
what is the difference between the totally devoted one 
and a ruthless criminal? There is no suffering that does 
not pertain to the physical body.  All sufferings origi-
nate from the physical body. Therefore, one should be 
able to give up one’s physical body in order to ac-
complish the Way. 

 
 “Is it tolerable or not ?” If one can practice tol-

erance and patience under insult, then one can con-
struct a steadfast and unwavering resolve.  If one can 
tolerate humiliations and shoulder burdens, then ha-
tred and anger will not arise. 

 

A Beginner’s Thoughts on Learning 
 “The Sutra of Upasaka Precepts”  

By Charng-Ching Lin 
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To commiserate with all beings means that one 
should show compassion to all beings in the Dharma 
Realm. One of the essential requirements for a Bud-
dhist is to cultivate a soft heart and a kind and com-
passionate mind. If a person only minds his own in-
terest, then it would not be the Bodhisattva way. 

 
From the literal point of view, it seems quite 

easy to understand the four Bodhi seeds. But, how 
can one actually implement them in reality? Take 
“not to be greedy” as an example. Should a person 
just mend his own greed, or take a step further and 
not create any environment or atmosphere that may 
lead to greed and desire?   Further, should one try to 
prevent others from having the opportunity to give 
rise to greed? “The mouth never ceases reciting 
Amitabha Buddha; the mind never ceases being re-
morseful.”  Only through constant self-examination 
and the repentance of one’s faults can one attain 
one’s goals and not be lazy.  

 

 

(Continued from Page 10) 
 
    Commentary: Wang Chr Ren’s character was 
lofty.  His moral conduct was faultless. He first 
saved a life, then did not cheat in the dark. He was 
full of both blessings and virtue. How could the 
heavenly spirits not come to his aid?  Therefore, he 
turned bad luck into good fortune, and ultimately 
enjoyed health, longevity, and the joy of having the 
company of his children and grandchildren.  This 
was a natural sequence of events. 
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   A new year, a new spirit.  Today is the 
beginning of a new semester.  The students 
of  the  Chinese  School  of  Gold  Wheel 
Monastery have returned to continue their 
lessons.  They wove firecrackers at the arts 
and crafts session today.  The children sur-
rounded the art teacher in groups, holding 
embroidery  strings  in  their  hands,  and 
could hardly wait to make firecrackers in 
order to string them up.  The firecrackers, 
cleverly made of red embroidery strings, 
were attractive and delightful. It was not 
easy to weave even one and many more 
were needed to be tied together.  Many new 
wishes for the new year were also being 
woven, one after another.... 
 

The school was over.  Roland, car-
rying his backpack, was putting on his 
shoes, almost ready to go home.  Two long 
red embroidery strings were lying on the 
floor.  The teacher spotted them and asked, 
“Didn’t you make firecrackers? If not, why 
don’t you return the strings to the teacher.  
Don’t waste them.” He replied, “The art 
teacher gave me these strings.   I want to 
take them back home to my mom.  She 
likes this color.”   For a boy around six 
years old it is truly not easy to make an ex-
quisite firecracker during the time of one 
session.  He thought his mother probably 
would  still  appreciate  two  embroidery 
strings, because she likes red. The teacher 
sat alongside, watching him tying his shoes, 
and chatted along, “Do you know that next 
Saturday is  Chinese  New Year?”   His 
young face looked up at the teacher; he 
seemed to understand and still not to un-
derstand.  The teacher continued, “Do you 

New Wishes for a New Year 
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wish

family good luck

A

A

have any wishes  for  the  New Year?”  
Roland’s  eyes  brightened  immediately 
with the thought of wishes.   Happy and 
positive, he replied, “Oh, I hope I will get 
a present for my birthday.  I wish my 
family good luck -- so my dad can find a 
parking space easily when he goes to 
work, my mom can go to Vietnam to see 
my grandpa and my grandma, and my 
sister can get an A + in math.”  Where 
Roland’s father works is near Chinatown.  
It is difficult to find a parking space in that 
area.  How moving it is to see Roland, at 
his young age, able to understand and 
have sympathy for his father’s problems.  
His mother often talks to her parents who 
live in Vietnam on the phone, so she will 
be delighted if she has a chance to go visit 
them. As for Roland’s older sister, for 
whom he has high regard, she is having a 
hard time with math and is seeking help 
from a tutor. He sincerely wishes that she 
will get an A+ in math.  Roland puts on his 
backpack,  picks  up  two  embroidery 
strings and waves to the teacher.  He gets 
into his father’s car and leaves for home.  
Next week when he comes back, it will be 
the new year. 
 
    Day after day and year after year, see-
ing the children grow up, seeing how they 
weave strings of wishes and how they 
look forward to a wonderful future, my 
heart is filled with gratification.  We at-
tempt to help the students develop honor-
able characters, have filial piety for their 
parents and respect for their teachers and 
elders so that in the future they will be 
pillars of society.  Only by doing this can 
we avoid failing the untiring teaching and 
guidance we have received from the Ven-
erable Master. 



-15- 金 輪 通 訊 第165期,2003年3月 
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #165, March 2003 



-16- 金 輪 通 訊 第165期,2003年3月 
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #165, March 2003 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)   258-6668 

NON-PROFIT  ORG. 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 
MONTEREY  PARK,CA 

PERMIT NO. 27 

2003 3    Schedule of Events – March of 2003  

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

2                                                    
Great Compassion Repentance 

 8:00 am - 9:00 am 
Lecture: Upasaka  

Precepts Sutra 9:00 am - 10:15 am 
 Gold Wheel Choir 12:30 pm  - 2:00 pm 

3◎  

 

4◎ 5◎                       
 

Buddha Recitation Group: 
Cherishing The Same 
Vows As Amitabha  
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm 

6◎ 7◎        1/8◎ 

9                                         
Great Compassion Repentance  

8:00 am - 9:00 am 
Lecture: Upasaka  

Precepts Sutra 9:00 am - 10:15 am 
 Gold Wheel Choir 12:30 pm  - 2:00 pm

10◎           11◎ 12◎                  

 
Buddha Recitation Group: 
Cherishing The Same 
Vows As Amitabha  
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

13◎                
 

14◎

Bus to CTTB  

15◎       

16  
 Celebration of  Gwan Yin 

Bodhisattva’s Birthday 8:00 am—10:15 am 
 Gold Wheel Choir 12:30 pm  - 2:00 pm 
Lecture: Upasaka  

Precepts Sutra 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

17◎      18◎ 
         

19◎                  

 
Buddha Recitation Group: 
Cherishing The Same 
Vows As Amitabha  
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

20◎        21◎             

Gwan Yin 
Bodhisattva’s  
Birthday (Actual day) 

22◎       

 

23                                
 Celebration of  Universal Worthy 

Bodhisattva’s Birthday 8:00 am—10:15 am 
 Gold Wheel Choir 12:30 pm  - 2:00 pm 
Lecture: Upasaka  

Precepts Sutra 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

24◎ 

 
 

25◎ 26◎ 

 
Buddha Recitation Group: 
Cherishing The Same 
Vows As Amitabha  
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

27◎ 28◎ 29◎

30 
Recitation of Conduct and Vows of  

Universal  Worthy Chapter 8:00 am - 9:00 am 
Lecture: Upasaka  

Precepts Sutra 9:00 am - 10:15 am 
Liberating Life Ceremony  

1:00 pm  - 1:50 pm 
 Gold Wheel Choir 4:00 pm  - 5:30 pm 

31◎ ◎ 
Great Compassion Repentance 1:00 pm 
3/12 
Monthly Memorial Day of Venerable Master Hua's Entering Nirvana     

3/14 
Bus to CTTB to Celebrate Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday 
7:00 pm at GWM, 6:30 pm at Vege One


