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天女散花供行人 嚴持戒律妙通神 
更能迴光觀自在 不久當契大覺尊 

 
Verse on the Seventy-first line 

“ SWO PE HE” 
of the Great Compassion Mantra 

Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua: 
  

Heavenly goddesses scatter flowers as offerings to practicers.  
Our precepts and vinaya held strictly, our spiritual powers superb,  

Let us proceed to turn our light around until we contemplate with ease. 
Before long we will tally with the Great Awakening of Honored Ones. 
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  (Continued from issue #157) 
 

Section 15 

Asking about Strength and Brilliance 
 
A Shramana asked the Buddha, “What is the 
greatest  strength?  What  is  the  utmost  bril-
liance?” 
 
The Buddha said, “Patience under insult is the 
greatest strength, because people who are patient 
do not harbor hatred, and they gradually grow 
more peaceful and strong. Patient people, since 
they are not evil, will surely gain the respect of 
others.” “When the mind's defilements are gone 
completely, so that it is pure and untainted, that 
is the utmost brilliance. When there is nothing, 
from before the formation of the heavens and the 
earth until now, in any of the ten directions that 
you do not see, know, or hear; when you have at-
tained  omniscience,  that  may  be  called  bril-
liance.” 
  
   This fifteenth section tells us that the strength of 
patience is the greatest strength. It can end all de-
filement and enable one to have far-reaching under-
standing. 
 
   A Shramana asked the Buddha, “What is the 
greatest strength?” He asked, “What is the strong-
est substance? What is the utmost brilliance?” 
What is brightest and wisest?” 
 
    The  Buddha  said  in  reply  to  the  question, 
“Patience under insult is the greatest strength.” If 
you can be patient under insult, then your strength is 

Lectures by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua given at  
Gold Mountain Monastery, San Francisco, California, in 1974 

The Sutra in Forty-two Sections  
Spoken by the Buddha 

 

A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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great. If you aren't patient under insult, then you 
have no strength. The strength of patience un-
der insult is infinite. Why is it so great? Be-
cause people who are patient do not harbor 
hatred; because the strength of goodness con-
tains no evil. It is totally good and therefore it is 
inexhaustible. 
 
    It is said that, “The soft can overcome the 
hard; that which yields can defeat that which is 
obstinate.”  Something  soft  can  overcome 
something hard, and victory goes to what yields 
over what is obstinate. I have often asked you, 
“Why do teeth fall out?” The answer is because 
teeth are hard. “Why doesn't the tongue fall 
out?” Because the tongue is soft. Even if you 
live to be several hundred years old, you will 
meet only people whose teeth have fallen out; 
you'll never run into somebody whose tongue 
has fallen off. The tongue is yielding and can 
endure; this is the greatest strength. And they 
gradually grow more peaceful and strong. 
What is more, the patient person becomes calm, 
healthy and robust.  
 
   Patient people, since they are not evil, will 
surely gain the respect of others. If you can 
be patient under insult, you won't do evil. If you 
are incapable of doing evil, you surely will ob-
tain people's respect. When the mind’s defile-
ments are gone completely, when you extin-
guish the selfishness, profit-seeking, greed, ha-
tred, stupidity and related defiled and desirous 
thoughts from your mind, so that it is pure and 
untainted, then you become pure to the point 
that your mind doesn’t have any faults, filth or 
defilements. There's only a pure mind, and that 
is the utmost brilliance. If you can get rid of 
the darkness in your mind, that is the greatest 
brilliance; it is the supreme wisdom. 
 

   When there is nothing, from before the 
formation of the heavens and the earth until 
now, in any of the ten directions that you do 
not see, know or hear; when you have at-
tained omniscience, that may be called bril-
liance.  From  beginningless  time  onwards, 
throughout the ten directions, there is nothing 
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married

that is not seen and nothing that is not known. 
From eons without beginning to the present, you 
know everything that has happened and there is 
nothing you haven't heard of. How can you be 
this  way? Because  you  have  obtained  all-
wisdom, and only this counts as genuine under-
standing, genuine comprehension and genuine 
wisdom. 
 

Section 16 
 

Casting Aside Love and Attaining 
the Way 

 
The Buddha said, “People who cherish love 
and desire do not see the Way. Just as when 
you stir clear water with your hand, those 
who stand beside it cannot see their reflec-
tions, so, too, people who are entangled in 
love and desire have turbidity in their minds, 
and therefore they cannot see the Way. You 
Shramanas should cast aside love and desire. 
When the stains of love and desire disappear, 
you will be able to see the Way.” 
 
     This sixteenth section explains the minds of 
ordinary people. The “water of the mind” is 
fundamentally pure and clear. But if you stir the 
water up, it’s no longer clear. What is the settled 
clarity? It is the Way. That which is not clear 
and pure is love and desire. Desire obstructs us 
so that we are not able to understand our mind 
and see our nature. Desire keeps us from seeing 
the Way, and therefore from realizing the frui-
tion of the Way .One who realizes the first frui-
tion is at the position of the Way of Seeing, 
which also means seeing the Way. 
  
    The Buddha said, “People who cherish 
love and desire do not see the Way.” To ex-
plain this Dharma to Westerners is difficult, be-
cause no matter what Westerners talk about, it 
always concerns love and desire. This is espe-
cially true of followers of certain religions who 
say, “God loves me, and I love God.” They love 
God, just as men and women love one another. 
In fact, some nuns even say that they marry God. 
They simply have no understanding of the Way. 
What people harbor in their minds is love and 
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desire. Everything they do involves love 
and desire. If you cultivate the Way, but 
do not understand it, then on the one 
hand you cultivate, but on the other hand 
you lose your cultivation. You're advised 
not to hold onto any love and desire, but 
your love and desire keep on increasing! 
 
    It is just as when you stir clear wa-
ter with your hand. When love and de-
sire overtake you, you don't see the Way. 
What's it like? It's like stirring up clear 
water with your hand so that it becomes 
murky .The clear water becomes murky 
because it contains sand and silt; if it 
didn't contain sand and silt, then even if 
you stirred it up, it wouldn't get murky. 
What is this sand and silt? It’s love and 
desire. When you bring forth your love 
and desire, it's like stirring up the silt in 
the water with your hand, so that those 
who stand beside it cannot see their 
reflections. The water won't reflect their 
images. Why? Because you've stirred it 
up. Why don't you see the Way? It is be-
cause love and desire have made you so 
murky. 
 
 
    So, too, people who are entangled in 
love and desire have turbidity in their 
minds. From morning to night, people 
think about such unclean things as love 
and desire. They become entangled, so 
that no matter what they think about, it's 
really only variations on that one theme. 
The water of wisdom becomes turbid in 
their minds; their wisdom disappears, 
and therefore they cannot see the Way. 
You cultivate day in and day out, but you 
don't realize the fruition, and you don't 
see the Way. Why? Because you have 
thoughts of love and desire. If you didn't 
have thoughts of love and desire, you 
would be able to see the Way quickly.  
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    So the Buddha said, “You Shramanas 
should  cast  aside  love  and  desire.” 
“Shramanas” includes all of us Bhikshus and 
Bhikshunis of the present age. We should all 
give up love and desire. This does not mean 
that men should say, “I hate women. When I 
see a woman, I get angry and send her 
away.” That’s not the way we should handle 
desire. How should it be? We should see as 
if not seeing, and hear as if we hadn’t heard. 
There’s no reason to despise them. We sim-
ply don't let our minds become swayed by 
them. To cast aside love and desire means to 
give them away. It's just like giving money 
to people; once you’ve given it, you don’t 
have it anymore. To whom should you give 
your love and desire? Give it back to your 
father and mother. When the stains of love 
and desire disappear—if the impure, tur-
bid filth of love and desire are gone—then 
you will be able to see the Way. This culti-
vation can lead you to see the Way and to 
realize the fruition of the Way.  
 

(To be continued … ) 
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  (Continued from issue #157) 
 

So the King turned to Dharma Master 
Gunavarman and said: "Alas! Now that I be-
lieve in the Buddha, people come to bully 
me.   If one is a villain, people will fear him.  
If one is a nice person, people will intimidate 
him.  Before I  became a Buddhist,  they 
would not dare wage war against me.  Now 
that I'm a believer in the Buddha, they come 
to fight with me.  If I order my troops into 
battle, a lot of people will die.  If I don’t go to 
war, then my country will perish.  With all 
due respect,  Shrfu,  how should I  handle 
this?"   

   
Dharma  Master  Gunavarman  replied: 

"Since a neighboring country is coming to 
invade yours, you can use your military to 
defend it.  But you should maintain a mind of 
compassion.  Do not give rise to thoughts of 
killing.  You have taken the Five Precepts, so 
you  should  bring  forth  a  compassionate 
mind.  Use a sympathetic mind while in bat-
tle, do not harbor a hateful mind." 

 
   Having heard his teacher’s instruction, 
the King did as he was told.  He addressed all 
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Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session 
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971 

Dharma Master Gunavarman 

—錄自百日禪— 
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his troops: "All of you should seek help from 
the  Great  Compassionate  Bodhisattva  Who 
Contemplates the World's Sounds.  Have pity 
on your opponents.  Do not focus on killing.  
Be sympathetic toward them."   

 
So, all of his soldiers recited "Homage to 

Guan Shr Yin Bodhisattva" while in combat. 
Sure enough, when the battle started, their op-
ponents all ran away without putting up a fight.  
They were stunned by the awesome virtue of 
the King’s soldiers,  ran away in fear, and thus 
were defeated.  Nevertheless, the King was 
wounded in one of the battles.  He was shot in 
the leg by an arrow.   

 
Although the King was hurt, he was over-

joyed that they had won the war. Dharma 
Master Gunavarman used water blessed by the 
Great Compassion Mantra to wash his wound. 
Three to five days later, the King was cured; 
his leg did not hurt any more.  Afterward, the 
King's faith in the Master grew even greater 
and his belief was very sincere. 

 
When the King of Java was victorious in 

the war with his neighboring country, he came 
to understand that the Buddhadharma was in-
deed boundless. Every day from then on, he 
studied  the  Buddhadharma and  after  some 
time, he said: "There are just too many troubles 
being a king.  People just keep coming to ask 
all sorts of questions.  It is better to become a 
Sanghan, so there won't be as much trouble.  
Why not put it all down in this very lifetime?"   

 
Having  that  thought,  he  summoned  all 

hundred officials and announced that he would 
leave the home-life to become a Sanghan.  He 
said he would  not be their  king anymore.  
When his hundred officials heard that their 
king was to become a Sanghan, they all knelt 
before him, begging him not to renounce his 
throne.  The King refused, but they kept be-
seeching him, weeping and crying in the proc-
ess.  Finally the King said: "All right then.  But 
I have three conditions.  If all of you can follow 
these three conditions, then I won't leave the 



-9- 金 輪 通 訊 第158期,2002年7月 
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #158, July 2002 

 
home-life.  If you cannot accord with 
my three conditions, then I'll certainly 
leave  the  home-life  and  become  a 
Sanghan.  I do not want to be a king."   

 
His officials then asked: "What are 

your three conditions?  Please tell us!" 
 

The king of Java said: "My first 
condition is that within my country, in 
every place that is under my rule, all 
civilians must revere the Triple-Jewel, 
make offerings to the Triple-Jewel, and 
take refuge with the Triple-Jewel.  All 
must abide by this."  The hundred offi-
cials thought about it and said: "We can 
do this.  We can follow your instruc-
tions and carry out your orders in re-
gard to your first condition.  Now, may 
we respectfully ask our King what your 
second condition is?"   

 
"The second condition is that all 

civilians within my country and under 
my rule must take the Five Precepts 
(No Killing, No Stealing, No Sexual 
Misconduct, No Lying and No Taking 
of Intoxicants).  They must also culti-
vate the Ten Wholesome Deeds (No 
Killing, No Stealing, No Sexual Mis-
conduct,  No Greed, No Hatred, No 
Delusion,  No Frivolous Speech,  No 
Lying, No Harsh Speech and No Dou-
ble-tongued Speech).  They must all 
refrain from acts of slaughtering and 
killing.  People of my country must all 
be vegetarians and refrain from eating 
meat."   

 
Originally, the Master had con-

vinced his mother not to eat  meat.  
Next, he crossed over his disciple, the 
King, who now influenced all the citi-
zens of his country to become vege-
tarians.  After the King made his state-
ment, the hundred officials said: "We 
can accept this condition too."  There-
fore, there was no problem with the 
King's second condition. 
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    Next, they asked, "May we respect-
fully ask what your third condition is?"  
The King had yet a third condition to 
speak of!  

 
"Bring out all the wealth and treasure 

from the storehouses and distribute it to  
those who are sick and those who are 
poor. For those who are widowers, wid-
ows, orphans and solitary elders, give 
them a share too.  An elderly man with-
out a wife is called a widower.  He lives 
a bitter life.  An elderly person without a 
child is called a solitary person; his life 
is also full of sufferings.  One who is 
young and without parents is called an 
orphan.  An orphan's life is a life of suf-
fering too.  An elderly woman without a 
husband is called a widow.  One who is 
young and without a husband is also 
called a widow.  Likewise, one who is 
young and without a wife is also called a 
widower.  One need not be elderly in 
order to be addressed as such.   Mencius 
said, “An elderly man without a wife is 
called a widower, an elderly woman 
without a husband is called a widow, a 
young person without a father is called 
an orphan, an elderly person without a 
son is called a solitary person.”  These 
four kinds of people must be aided in 
providing for their living by the wealth 
and treasure of our country." 

   
After the hundred officials heard the 

King's third condition, they said: "That's 
fine too!  We accept your third condi-
tion. There is no problem."  Because 
they had accepted all three conditions, 
the King of Java remained on his throne. 

 
Resuming his role as a king, he 

wished to build a splendid dwelling for 
the Master, saying: "I will build a sub-
lime abode for my teacher, and I will be 
a participant in this endeavor as well.  
Although I'm a king, I also want to per-
sonally  work  to  build  this  sublime 
abode."   
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Obviously  there  were  many  other 

workers.   The King was just one of them.  
Being a king and personally taking part in 
building the sublime abode, he was very 
hard-working and not a bit lazy.  He would 
do nailing and repair jobs wherever they 
were needed.  One day when he was at 
work, a log struck his foot. The swelling 
was very bad.  When he returned, he asked 
for the Master and said: "Shrfu, I worked 
today and my foot got hurt badly."  

 
      The  Master  answered,  "You're  just 
looking for something to do when there's 
really nothing to do.  Why do you want to 
work on this project personally?" 
  
     The King said, "I wanted to demonstrate 
my sincerity to my teacher!" 
   
     The Master replied, "If you want to 
show your sincerity to your teacher, you 
must endure more sufferings!"  Then he 
used a mantra to bless him and the King 
was cured at that very moment.  From that 
point on, his faith in the Master progressed 
to an even higher level. 
 

(To be continued … ) 

 

(Continued from Page 13) 
 

An admonition:  A teacher should educate 
his students to become pillars of upright 
conduct and unwavering virtue.  How can 
he lead them to fall prey to lust?  Leading 
students in the wrong direction is a great 
offense for a teacher.  In addition, young 
people have a responsibility to read and 
study the teachings of the Worthy Ones as 
well as to follow those teachings.  Falling 
prey to lust causes tremendous harm to 
virtue.  If people such as this attain posi-
tions in society,  the damage they can 
cause is beyond conjecture.  Therefore, 
heaven passed this verdict on Teacher 
Chiu and Student Lu as a warning to all of 
us.  How can we ignore it and fail to cut 
off lust?   
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The Imperial Scholar of 
The Fong Family 

 
     Once there was a merchant named Mr. 
Fong.  He had reached middle age, but still 
had no children.  His wife repeatedly en-
couraged him to take a second wife in order 
to produce descendants.  Finally, the hus-
band and wife visited the city and bought a 
young woman home.  When they inquired 
about her family background, this young 
woman sobbed uncontrollably and was not 
able to reply.  Upon further prodding, she 
confessed that her father had sold her in or-
der to pay his debts.  Upon hearing this, Mr. 
Fong was filled with sympathy for her.  He 
went in search of the young woman’s father 
and gave her back to him, without even de-
manding his money back.   
 
      When he returned home, his wife asked 
him what had happened.  He straightfor-
wardly narrated the whole episode to her.  
His wife commented, “Since you are so 
kind-hearted, why should you worry about 
not having descendants?”  A few months 
passed.  His wife became pregnant.  On the 
eve of the baby’s birth, the neighbors saw a 
vision of a band of merrymakers delivering 

Priceless Lessons for a 
Good Life and Longevity 
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the Imperial Examination’s highest honors to the 
Fong family.  That night, a son was born to the Fongs.   
He was named Fong Jing.  When Fong Jing grew up, 
he attained top honors in the Imperial Examination.  
He obtained positions in the Imperial Court easily and 
achieved a great deal. 
 
    A word of encouragement: it is normal for people 
to yearn for descendants.  Nevertheless, it is highly 
noteworthy to be able to give rise to compassion for 
others amidst the pursuit of one’s own wishes and to 
be able to sympathize with the pain caused when 
others are separated from their own flesh and blood.  
The principles of cause and effect are inescapable.  
The fragrance of virtue permeates the whole world.  
We should all learn from the worthy ones and emu-
late their conduct. 
 

A Shortened Life and a  
Diminished Prosperity 

 
      In China, during the Ming Dynasty, there lived a 
youth named Lu Jong Hsi.  By the age of seventeen, 
he had already demonstrated great potential.  He 
stayed with his teacher, Master Chiu, in the capital 
city.  Across the street from their house lived a beau-
tiful maiden.  Very frequently, both teacher and stu-
dent stole looks at this beautiful maiden.  They were 
having butterflies in their stomachs watching her.  
Master Chiu said, “The City-ruling Spirit is very 
powerful.  If you go and request his help, he may help 
you get together with her.” Student Lu followed his 
teacher’s advice.  On that same night, student Lu 
dreamt that he and his teacher were chased and 
caught by the City-ruling Spirit.  Both were heavily 
chastised.  The City-ruling Spirit gave an order to 
check the status of future prosperity for each of them 
and it was discovered that Lu was destined to take 
first at the Imperial Exam in the Year of Jia Shih, 
whereas Chiu had nothing noted.  Another spirit sug-
gested that they should petition the Lord Shakra to 
eliminate Lu’s success in the Imperial Exam, and 
sentence Chiu to death by intestinal inflammation.  At 
this point, Lu awakened from his dream.  A servant 
knocked on his door and informed him that his 
teacher Chiu had died of intestinal inflammation.  In 
addition, for the rest of his life, Lu lived in poverty. 

 (Continuing on page 11) 
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   Many years ago, the students of the Developing 
Virtue Girls’ Secondary School at the City of Ten 
Thousand Buddhas wanted to form a basketball 
team. Eventually, their wishes came true, though it 
still wasn’t a regular basketball team.  They didn’t 
have a professional coach, nor did they have a 
regulation basketball field, but still, students were 
pretty happy with what they had. 
 
    After a period of time, they wanted to compete 
with teams outside of campus. The school had con-
cerns  about  their  ability  to  compete,  but  the 
students’ enthusiasm transcended their inadequa-
cies.  Eventually, they went out to compete happily, 
and had big losses.  However, they didn’t give up, 
continuing to  practice  diligently.   During  their 
practices, they often fell down and hurt themselves.  
They were not perturbed.  They lost nearly every 
game.  
 
   Gradually they built up friendship with other 
teams.  Outside the basketball field, they were po-
lite and helpful to each other.  During games, they 
did not contend amongst themselves when their 
opponents stole the ball and didn’t scold each other 
when baskets were missed.  In fact, they were a 
team with the least intimidation.  Therefore, every-
one welcomed them. 
 
    Finally, one day, they had the opportunity to win 
a game when they were down to the last two penalty 
shots. At that time, if they made one basket, the 
game would tied.  If they made two baskets, they 
would win the game.  In such a crucial situation, the 
student who took the penalty shots recited Guan-
shiyin Bodhisattva’s name and sincerely made a 
wish.  She promised that if they won the game, she 
would recite the Great Compassion Mantra 108 
times every day.   

by Hwai-De Yu 

Thousands of Prayers, Thousands of Responses 
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     Although she should not have tried to bargain 
with Guanshihyin (rather than merely offering to 
recite as a token of her sincerity), a response arrived 
quickly.  They were all surprised when they won the 
game.  Later,  she  recited  the  Great  Compassion 
Mantra happily every day.   
 
       Guanshiyin Bodhisattva responds to thousands 
of prayers simultaneously.  Compassionately pro-
tecting and mindful of living beings, the Bodhisatt-
vas are never apart for even an instance.  As long as 
we turn our minds around, they are always near us. 

A Momentous Mission with a Distant Goal – 
A Mission of Infinite Joy 

Editorial Staff 
 
Recently, the application for the construction of the Jewelled Palace at the City of Ten 
Thousand Buddhas was finally approved. Along with the limitless delight this brings 
forth, I believe everyone feels this is a momentous mission, with still a long way to go 
until completion.  We sincerely appreciate the Venerable Master’s great virtue, which 
brought forth such unusual causes and conditions.   Let us continue to learn how to pro-
tect and prolong the orthodox Dharma.   To promote these causes and conditions, I invite 
everyone to pull together and move forward courageously.  We should make it our own 
responsibility to protect the orthodox Dharma and ensure that it continues to dwell on 
the earth. 



-16- 金 輪 通 訊 第158期,2002年7月 
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #158, July 2002 

Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 
Gold  Wheel  Sagely  Monastery 
235  North  Avenue  58, Los Angeles, CA 90042 
Telephone:  (323)   258-6668 

NON-PROFIT  ORG. 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 
MONTEREY  PARK,CA 

PERMIT NO. 27 

6    Schedule of Events – June of 2002   

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

 1◎ 2◎ 3◎     
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

4◎ 5◎ 6◎ 
 

7

Dharma Assembly of Reciting  
The Six-Syllable Great Bright 
Mantra 
8:00 am-3:30 pm 

8◎ 9◎ 10◎                         
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

11◎ 12◎ 

Wei Tou Bodhisattva’s  
Birthday 

13◎            

14                                           

Dharma Assembly of Reciting  
The Six-Syllable Great Bright 
Mantra 
8:00 am-3:30 pm 
 

15 ◎ 
 

16◎   
 

17◎
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

18◎ 

 
19◎                                                       

 

Monthly Memorial Day of Vener-
able Master Hua's  
Entering Nirvana 
 

 

20◎

21  

Dharma Assembly of Reciting  
The Six-Syllable Great Bright 
Mantra 
8:00 am-3:30 pm 

22◎      23◎         
         

24 ◎                  

 
Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

25◎        26◎ 

 
27◎       

 

28                                    

Dharma Assembly of Celebration 
of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s 
Enlightenment ( actual day )  
8:00 am-3:30 pm 

Liberating Life Ceremony 
1:00 pm  - 1:50 pm 

29◎ 
 

30◎  31◎ 
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

◎ 
Great Compassion Repentance 1:00 pm 


