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菩薩無事找工作 坐寶蓮花放光明 
授諸眾生大覺記 圓滿涅槃證無餘 

 
Verse on the Seventieth line 

“ BWO TWO MWO JYE SYI TWO YE” 
of the Great Compassion Mantra 

Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua: 
  

Having nothing to do, Bodhisattvas go looking for some work. 
Sitting on exquisite lotuses their brilliant light radiates. 

Bestowing predictions of full enlightenment on all beings, 
They perfect Nirvana that is certified to be without residue. 
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  (Continued from issue #156) 
 

Section 13 
 

Questions about the Way and Past 
Lives 

 
A Shramana asked the Buddha, “By means of 
which causes and conditions can I know my past 
lives and understand the ultimate Way?”  
 
The Buddha said, “By purifying your mind and 
preserving your resolve, you can understand the 
ultimate Way. Just as when you polish a mirror, 
the dust vanishes and brightness remains, so too, 
if you cut off desire and do not seek, you then can 
know past lives.” 
  
    The thirteenth section helps people gain knowl-
edge of past lives and an understanding of the Way .
The Buddha tells us that if knowledge of past lives is 
our goal, we must first understand the Way.  
 
    A Shramana asked, “By means of which causes 
and conditions can I know my past lives and un-
derstand the ultimate Way?” “Which causes and 
conditions, or which Dharma-doors, should I culti-
vate in order to obtain knowledge of past lives? How 
can I understand true principle?” 
 

The Buddha said, “By purifying your mind and 
preserving your resolve, you can understand the 
ultimate Way.” The Buddha said, “You should 
make your thoughts pure and guard your resolve. 
Firmly keep your resolve. Whatever vows you have 
made, you should uphold them. You can't make 

Lectures by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua given at  
Gold Mountain Monastery, San Francisco, California, in 1974 

The Sutra in Forty-two Sections  
Spoken by the Buddha 

 

A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 
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vows and then forget them after only a few days. 
You can't withdraw them after a short while. 
That's not permissible. That's not preserving your 
resolve. If you can purify your thoughts, if you 
can get rid of the darkness in your mind—all the 
false thoughts, greed, hatred, and stupidity—and 
if you can preserve your resolve, you will come 
naturally to understand the true Way, the highest 
Way.” What is that like? Now I will give you an 
analogy. 

 

   Just as when you polish a mirror, the dust 
vanishes and brightness remains. It's just like 
cleaning a mirror: when the dust is gone, the 
brightness of the mirror appears. This brightness 
refers to the penetration of past lives. So too, if 
you cut off desire and do not seek, you then 
can know past lives. If you can cut off your 
thoughts of desire and reach the level of not 
seeking for anything, then you can attain the 
penetration of knowing past lives.  
 
     When people cultivate the Way, they certainly 
should not indulge in any scattered thinking or 
false thoughts. If you can do away with false and 
scattered thoughts, then no matter what Dharma-
door you cultivate, you will quickly succeed with 
it. If you have false and scattered thoughts, as well 
as greed, hatred, and stupidity filling up your 
belly, then you certainly aren't going to obtain a 
response, no matter what Dharma-door you culti-
vate.  
 
    When we study and cultivate the Buddhad-
harma, we should first cut off desire and cast out 
love. You should sever thoughts of desire and 
reach the level of seeking nothing. If you seek for 
anything, just that seeking is suffering. No matter 
what you seek, if you cannot obtain it, you will 
experience the suffering of not getting what you 
want. Everyone should pay attention to this.   

  When we cultivate, what is it that we cultivate? 
We cultivate to get rid of false thoughts and 
thoughts of desire. That is real skill. If you cleanse 
yourself of jealousy, obstructions, greed, hatred, 
and stupidity, then you can obtain the penetration 
of knowing past lives. 

 



-4- 金 輪 通 訊 第157期,2002年6月 
Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery Newsletter, Issue #157, June 2002 

 

 

Section 14 
 

Asking about Goodness and 
Greatness 

 
A Shramana asked the Buddha, “What is 
goodness? What is the most great?” The 
Buddha said, “To practice the Way and up-
hold the truth is goodness. To unite your 
will with the Way is greatness.” 
 
    The fourteenth section explains that there is 
no  greater  good  than  genuine  cultivation. 
“Greatness”  is  realizing  and  certifying  to 
genuine principles. This is the most great. 
 
     A Shramana asked the Buddha, “What 
is goodness? What is the best thing? What 
should be done? What is the most great? 
What is the most awesome, the most impor-
tant, the most essential phenomenon?” 
 
    The Buddha said, “To practice the Way 
and uphold the truth is goodness.” If you 
can  cultivate  the  genuine  Buddhadharma, 
that's the best thing to do. Don't follow cult 
practices and religions that lead outside the 
mind. What is the genuine Buddhadharma? It 
is not being selfish; it is being open and public-
spirited; it is letting go of your views that dis-
criminate between self and others. We should-
n't have an ego. We should not be selfish or 
seek for self-benefit. In every move we make 
we should cultivate the Bodhisattva Way and 
benefit living beings. 
 
    However much we understand, we should 
teach others to understand that much. When 
we obtain benefit, we should let others obtain 
that benefit. To be unselfish and seek no per-
sonal advantage is the greatest goodness. To 
practice the Way and uphold the truth means to 
uphold true principles and not to uphold empty 
and unreal dharmas. In cultivating, we must 
understand true principles. If we don't under-
stand true principles, then we are not uphold-
ing the truth. Upholding the truth is the best 
thing. 
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    To unite your will with the Way is greatness. 
When your will and the Way that you cultivate can 
unite as one, you can realize the fruition of a sage. 
Perhaps you can attain the position of Arhatship or 
walk the Bodhisattva Path. That is the most great. 
 

(To be continued … ) 

~ ~
 

An Excerpt from “Priceless Lessons for a Good Life and Longevity” 
 

    In the town of Chang Shou lived a man named Qian Wai Lang.  He was very domineering.  In his 
neighborhood lived a poor man who had a beautiful wife.  Scheming to secretly seduce the man’s 
wife, Qian Wai Lang lent him money and asked him to go to another town called Lin Qing to sell 
cloth. One day, when the man was heading toward Lin Qing, the tide was ebbing and no boat could 
cross the water. Therefore, he returned home.  Without the slightest idea about what had been hap-
pening, the poor man found Qian in his household embracing his wife amidst merry drinking.  In-
stantly, he was filled with extreme shame and anger.  He turned around and went back to the boat.  
Then Qian and the poor man’s wife designed a plot.  They send an assassin to kill the man that same 
night, making it appear to be a burglary. 
 
      Afterward, the poor man’s clan discovered the truth behind the plot.  They presented their griev-
ances to the court, demanding justice.  The magistrate gave Qian the guilty verdict.  However, due to 
his money and connections, Qian was allowed to go free.  When Qian and the poor man’s wife 
stepped outside the jail, rain suddenly poured down amidst deafening thunder.  Qian and the poor 
man’s wife were simultaneously struck by lightning, dying on the spot. 
 
   Coveting another man’s wife or daughter and killing her husband are truly against the law of 
heaven.  They are offenses for which the soul of the deceased will not be appeased.  Topping it all 
with a devious scheme only increased heaven’s wrath, resulting in the quicker arrival of retribution.   
 
    In regard to the previous story, is there anyone who escapes retribution?  For people who per-
form such heinous acts, is there any difference between doing what they did and chopping off their 
own heads? 
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  (Continued from issue #156) 
 
   When  Dharma Master  Gunavarman 
was thirty years old, the King of Kash-
mir died without an heir to succeed the 
throne. At that time, all the common folk 
gathered and declared “Gunavarman is 
virtuous and learned. It would be best if 
he could become our king and help gov-
ern our country.  We will ask him to as-
cend the throne.”  Nonetheless, he re-
fused, saying: ”I have already left the 
home-life to cultivate the Way.  I no 
longer  concern  myself  with  worldly 
matters.  All of you have asked me to 
become your king, but I cannot accept 
your offer.  You must select another 
worthy person.”  After he refused to be 
their king, he set off to visit other coun-
tries. 
 
     In India, the Dharma Master traveled 
to many countries to propagate the Chan 
Teaching and spread the Great Vehicle 
Buddhadharma.  However, a hundred 
officials persisted and repeatedly asked 
him not just once, but twice, three, four, 
five, six and even seven times to become 
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1971 

Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session 
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971 

Dharma Master Gunavarman 

—錄自百日禪— 
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their king.  What do you think 
happened?  The Dharma Master 
simply ran away.  He went off to 
deep mountains and remote valleys 
where no one could see or find 
him.  Eating only leaves and grass 
roots,  he dwelt among the wild 
beasts and cultivated the Way. 
 
     Later,  the  Master  visited  Sri 
Lanka  (Simhala)  to  learn  and 
study,  and  to  propagate  the 
Buddhadharma.  At the time, peo-
ple in general recognized that the 
Master had already attained sage-
hood.  He had a persuasive power 
toward all living beings: Whoever 
saw the Master would be moved to 
bring forth the Bodhi Mind. 
 
     Afterward, the Master traveled 
to Java.  Before his arrival, the 
mother of the king of Java had a 
dream.  What kind of dream did 
she have?  She saw a ship flying 
across the ocean with a Shramana 
on  board.   The  next  day,  sure 
enough, Dharma Master Gunavar-
man arrived.  Upon his arrival, the 
mother  of  the  king  said:  “Last 
night I dreamt a Dharma Master 
was coming here and the Dharma 
Master I saw in my dream looked 
just like this one.” Therefore, she 
had deep faith in Dharma Master 
Gunavarman, took the Five Pre-
cepts  and cultivated under  him.  
After a long time, her understand-
ing  of  the  Buddhadharma  in-
creased considerably.  
 
   One day, the mother of the King 
spoke to her son: “I have great af-
finities with you. That is why you 
are my son, and I am your mother.  
This is really good.  But now that I 
believe in the Buddha, if you don’t, 
our causes and effects will be dif-
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ferent.  I’m afraid that in the future, we 
will not have such good causes and 
conditions anymore, since we will be 
walking different paths.”  When the 
King heard this, he understood that be-
cause his mother believed in the Bud-
dha, she would like him to believe in 
the Buddha, too. Although she was not 
compelling him, nevertheless, she had 
revealed  her  thoughts  through  her 
words.  Then the King replied, “Well 
then, I’ll also receive the precepts.”  
Forcing himself to proceed, he sought 
to take the Five Precepts of no killing, 
no stealing, no sexual misconduct, no 
lying, and no taking of intoxicants un-
der Dharma Master  Gunavarman as 
well. 
           
    In the beginning, after the King re-
ceived the Five Precepts, he had no real 
interest in the Buddhadharma. Never-
theless, because Dharma Master Gun-
avarman was a sage who had certified 
to the First Fruition, the principles he 
expounded  were  both  perfect  and 
complete and, after quite a while, the 
King finally gave rise to faith. At that 
time he said, “The Buddhadharma is 
really indescribably wonderful.   It’s 
truly great!  Why didn’t I study it ear-
lier?”  Therefore he brought forth great 
faith in the Buddhadharma.  He said: “I 
am  fortunate  to  have  had  a  good 
mother who believed in the Buddha 
and who also led me to believe in the 
Buddha. It’s exceedingly good!”  The 
King was overjoyed.  Just when he was 
most elated, trouble erupted.  What 
kind of trouble was that?  A neighbor-
ing country wanted to wage war upon 
him. 
 

(To be continued … ) 
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     Dharma  Realm  Buddhist  Youth 
(DRBY) held its Fourth Annual Confer-
ence this year   from March 22 to March 
24 at Blessings, Prosperity and Longev-
ity Monastery in Long Beach, California.  
This was good news for young people in 
Southern California.  What fell short was 
the extent of the announcements made to 
ensure that people were aware of this 
event and could benefit from it.  Al-
though DRBY has a web-site, there are 
various reasons why people failed to 
gain information through it.  Otherwise, 
more people could have benefited from 
this had they known of this opportunity.  
Hopefully, we can improve this factor in 
our next event.  This would greatly sup-
port the progress of DRBY. 
 
    Approximately  sixty  young  people 
attended the three-day symposium.  They 
consisted  of  Chinese,  American  and 
Middle-Eastern youths.  It was like a 
cultural melting pot.  Some of the young 
people who attended were either non-
Buddhists or agnostics.  Nevertheless, 
they saw the actions of the other atten-
dees, felt the peacefulness of their rela-
tionships, witnessed the spirit of even-
mindedness amongst the believers, and 
thereby brought forth joy as they took 
part in the discussion of the profound 
principles of Buddhism. 
 

by Faye Chen 

Afterthoughts in Regard to the 
Fourth Annual DRBY Conference 
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   When I walked into the symposium, I 
was immediately given a copy of the 
schedule.  The  agenda  covering  the 
three-day event was clearly stated in it.  
It clearly defined information regard-
ing the time, place and topic of each 
session, as well as a brief introduction 
of each speaker.  It portrayed the image 
of a well-organized Buddhist associa-
tion propagating the Buddhadharma.  
Since the great majority of attendees 
were  born  or  raised  in  the  United 
States, it was reasonable to use the 
English language in planting the roots 
of Buddhism here in America. 
 
    On the other hand, I want to share a 
comment regarding the nicely prepared 
schedule booklet.  It was printed only 
in English and no other language.  New 
immigrants, as well as some elderly 
parents who brought their children to 
attend, found it difficult to understand 
Buddhist terminology written in Eng-
lish.   I  saw some  Chinese  parents 
standing by the doorway, booklets yet 
unopened in their hands, watching the 
stream of young people going in and 
out of various sessions, not knowing 
exactly what was going on nor which 
sessions they would like to attend.  My 
heart went out to them.  Even though 
DRBY  is  established  in  an  Asian-
American  setting,  consideration  for 
other cultural backgrounds should not 
be overlooked.   
 
    The beauty of preserving one’s roots 
must also extend to reaching out and 
blending in with other cultures.  With-
out indications of separation, people 
from all cultures will not feel alienated 
and no one will feel left out.  I hope that 
next year’s agenda will be printed in a 
multitude of languages, for instance, 
English, Chinese, Vietnamese, Span-
ish, Japanese, etc.  There may be a 
shortage of resources to perform this 
task, but if we look far down the road, 
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WWW.DRBY.
NET

this can also become an avenue of propa-
gating the Buddhadharma.  Also, this can 
help booster the growth of DRBY.  
 
    Certainly, one can understand the diffi-
culties of  a multi-cultural  function.  In 
propagating the Buddhadharma, it is inevi-
table to be hampered by diversified cultural 
backgrounds.  There will always be differ-
ences in the way people absorb and digest 
information, thereby restricting the depth a 
discussion can reach.  However, we should 
all bear in mind that the Buddhadharma 
originates  from  the  Buddha’s  mind-
dharma, driven by kindness and compas-
sion, moving towards mankind’s highest 
level of wisdom. We may all start out as a 
greatly diversified  group,  with  different 
cultures and mentalities, yet we can ulti-
mately share the same result.  We can also 
lead others to leave suffering and  attain 
bliss. 
 
     In this period of telecommunications, 
utilizing  the  internet  to  propagate  the 
Buddhadharma enables us to reach out far-
ther and wider.  I have looked into the web-
site of DRBY (www.drby.net).  The design 
and contents are fascinating.  Seeing these 
young people diligently putting their time 
and effort into such a worthwhile cause, I 
strongly encourage everyone to give your 
full support to them and to nurture them.  
Under the blessings of Proper Dharma, let 
them follow the wholesome path.  In due 
course, let the brilliance of the Buddhad-
harma radiate more intensely here in the 
West.  

Night of good stories and songs  
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6    Schedule of Events – June of 2002   

Sun Mon Tue Wed 四Thu 五Fri 六Sat 

◎ 
Great Compassion Repentance 1:00 pm 

     
 

  1 
 

2

Three Thousand Buddhas  
Repentance  
8:00 am-3:30 pm 

3 4 5
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

6 7 
 

8            

9                                           

Avatamsaka Dharma  
Assembly  
8:00 am-3:30 pm 
 

10  
 

11   
 

12
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

13 
 

14 
 

15 *** 6:30 am at GWM *** 

Bus to CTTB to attend Sev-
enth Anniversary of Vener-
able Master Hua’s Entering 
Nirvana 

16  

CTTB’s Seventh Anniversary 
of Venerable Master Hua’s 
Entering Nirvana  

There is no Dharma Assem-
bly at Gold Wheel Monastery 

17      18          
         

19                     
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

20                                              
 

Monthly Memorial 
Day of Venerable 
Master Hua's  
Entering Nirvana 

21◎ 

 
22       

Chinese  
Culture Study 
8:30 pm-3:00 pm 

23                                    

Avatamsaka Dharma  
Assembly  
8:00 am-3:30 pm

24◎ 
 

25◎  26◎ 
 

Buddha Recitation 
Group: Cherishing The 
Same Vows As Amitabha 
Buddha's 7:00-9:00 pm  

27◎ 28◎ 29◎ 

30
Avatamsaka 

Dharma Assembly  
8:00 am-4:00 pm 
Liberating Life Ceremony 
1:00 pm  - 2:00 pm 

6 15 6:30 am

In commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s 7th Nirvana Anniversary, Gold Wheel Monastery is 
chartering a bus going to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.  The bus will be leaving GWM at 6:30am 
on June 15 (Saturday) and returning on June 16 (Sunday).  Please register ahead of time to facilitate 
arrangement. 


