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Verse on the Sixty-Eighth line

“JEJI LAESYI TWO YE”

of the Great Compassion Mantra
Composed by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua:

His physical body in samadhi, he appears throughout the universe.
Seeing his form, hearing his name, frees us from the hells.
Fathoming lifes’ great matter, we have made it across.

Then all of us are personally gathered in by the Enlightened King.
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H A Simple Explanation by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua 1
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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua given at
Gold Mountain Monastery, San Francisco, California, in 1974
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(Continued from issue #154)

Section 12
A List of Difficulties and an Exhortation to
Cultivate

The Buddha said, “People encounter twenty different
kinds of difficulties: It is difficult to give when one is
poor. It is difficult to study the Way when one has
wealth and status. It is difficult to abandon life and face
the certainty of death. It is difficult to encounter the
Buddhist sutras. It is difficult to be born at the time of a
Buddha. It is difficult to be patient with lust and desire.
It is difficult to see fine things and not seek them. It is
difficult to be insulted and not become angry. It is dif-
ficult to have power and not abuse it. It is difficult to
come in contact with things and have no thought of
them. It is difficult to be vastly learned and well-read.
It is difficult to get rid of pride. It is difficult not to
slight those who have not yet studied. It is difficult to
practice equanimity of mind. It is difficult not to gossip.
It is difficult to meet a Good and Wise Advisor. It is
difficult to see one's own nature and study the Way. It
is difficult to teach and save people according to their
potentials. It is difficult to see a state and not be moved
by it. It is difficult to have a good understanding of
skill-in-means.”

The Buddha said, “People encounter twenty different
kinds of difficulties.” All people have twenty kinds of
difficulties. Difficulties are things that are not easy. Easy
things are not difficult. Things that are not easy are adver-
sities. Adverse states are not easily understood or recog-
nized. Easy things go with the flow, making them conven-
ient, which, in turn, makes people feel better about them.
The twenty items on this list are all hard to accomplish.
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The first difficulty is that it is
difficult to give when one is
poor. If you have money and you
want to give, it's easy; because if
you give a little money, it doesn't
count for much. But if you don't
have anything to give and yet you
still can give, that is genuine giv-
ing. What counts is to do things
that can't be done. Anybody can
do what's possible, and there's no
particular value in doing what
anyone can do. An outstanding
person does what others cannot
do. He surpasses everyone else.
This person transcends the com-
mon lot.

Speaking of the difficulty of
giving when one is poor, there is a
story that illustrates this truth.
When Shakyamuni Buddha was
living in the world, there was a
very poor person. Now, although
he was poor, he still had a wife.
This couple had each other, but
their lives were very difficult.
They had only a little hut to live
in; they had nothing to eat and no
clothes to wear. Being so poor,
they had to beg for their food
every day out on the streets. Beg-
ging isn't that difficult a thing, but
what made it hard was that the
couple had no clothes to wear. All
they had was one pair of pants.
How could two people wear one
pair of pants? They could only
take turns. One day the husband
would wear the pants and go out
begging for food, and bring it back
to share with his wife. The next
day the wife would go out wearing
that pair of pants. Her husband,
left at home, had no pants to wear.
The one who went out to beg
would wear the pants and bring
back the food for the two of them
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to eat. In this way they were able to
sustain themselves day by day.
Alas! You might say they were
about as poor as could be.

At that time there was a Pra-
tyekabuddha, and as mentioned be-
fore, Pratyekabuddhas have the
spiritual power of knowing past
lives. He took a look at their situa-
tion and saw that the couple would
not give in past lives; that's why
they were so poor that they owned
only one pair of pants in this life.
The Pratyekabuddha thought, “I
must try to take these two people
across.” He made a vow to take
them across by helping them plant
the seeds of blessings. So the Pra-
tyekabuddha went begging at the
couple's door. He looked like a
Bhikshu as he stood there, with his
bowl in his hand, seeking alms. The
couple saw the monk seeking alms,
but they didn't have any food or
drink to give him, and all they had
in the way of clothing was their one
pair of pants. The husband said to
his wife, “We ought to do a little
giving and seek some blessings.
Why do you think we’re so poor?
It's because we couldn't give in the
past. We should give now.”

And the wife said, “Give? Well,
what do we have to give?”

Her husband said, “Well, we still
have a pair of pants. We could give
that pair of pants to this Bhikshu.”

The wife lost her temper at that.
“You’re really an idiot! We've only
got one pair of pants, which we take
turns wearing. If we give it to that
Bhikshu, we will lose our only
means of going out to beg. With
this one pair of pants that we take
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turns wearing, we can still go out
begging for food. If we were to
give it away, how could we go
out?”

The husband exhorted his wife,
“That's true, it's not at all easy, but
we shouldn't take ourselves into
account. We should just give the
pants to the Bhikshu, and if the
two of us can't go out and beg,
we'll stay here and starve to death.
Why worry so much about it? You
see, the Bhikshu isn't leaving.”

His wife, after hearing him out,
sighed and said, “Okay, if you
want to give, then give!” So this is
what they did: they stuck their
only pair of pants out the window
and handed it to the Bhikshu. The
Bhikshu, who had reached the
fruition of a Pratyekabuddha, took
the pants to where Shakyamuni
Buddha was and offered the pants
to him. He then explained, “I just
received this pair of pants from a
poor household. It was all they
had in the house, and they gave it
to me.”

Shakyamuni Buddha took the
pair of pants and said to everyone,
“Here is a case of great merit and
virtue. A poor couple had nothing
but a pair of pants in the house,
and they were able to give it as an
offering to this Bhikshu, who is in
fact a Pratyekabuddha. They will
reap limitlessly great blessings in
the future.”

The king of the country was in
Shakyamuni Buddha’s Dharma
assembly at the time. When he
heard that, he thought to himself
“There are people in my own
country so poor they have no
clothes to wear and no food to eat,
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while in his palace he himself ate so well
and dressed so elegantly, he felt ashamed
to face his citizens. In his shame, the
king sent people to that poor household
bearing rice, flour, and lots of food and
clothes. The couple immediately re-
ceived a reward for giving up their pair
of pants. They had given their one pair of
pants, and now they received everything
they wanted. Later on, they went to see
the Buddha. The Buddha spoke Dharma
for them, and as soon as he did, the two
of them immediately reached the first
stage of Arhatship.

Therefore it is difficult to give when
one is poor. If you can give when you are
in difficulty, that is really a true mind of
giving. And if, when giving, the more
difficult it is, the more you are able to do
it, then the more value it has. For exam-
ple, you can't stand to be scolded. How-
ever, if people scold you and you can
endure it, then you have virtuous con-
duct. Or, if you can’t stand being hit, but
when somebody hits you, you bear it and
look at it like this: “Oh, this is my Good
and Wise Advisor who has come to help
me eradicate my offenses and leave the
sea of suffering. This is a rare Good and
Wise Advisor!” No matter what kind of
state arises, you should recognize it
clearly. People who criticize you are
truly your Good and Wise Advisors. It
shouldn't be that when people praise you,
you're like a child who gets some candy
and becomes overjoyed; but when you
get slandered, it tastes as bitter as bile.
That is not the way it should be.

The Buddha named twenty kinds of
difficulties. Actually, in human existence
there are many more than that. To be able
to easily resolve difficulties when they
come shows a true understanding of the
Buddhadharma.

(To be continued ... )
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Excerpt from the Hundred-day Chan Session

Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco, 1971
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(Continued from issue #154)

Eventually, Dharma Master Kang Fa
Lang also certified to fruition. However,
no one knew his whereabouts, or where he
had entered nirvana. Had he actually en-
tered nirvana or not? No one knows.

He had a disciple whose last name was
Yu. His Dharma name was Ling Hsiao.
This disciple was also very intelligent.
When he was still a layman, he liked to
roam around. He also liked to hunt. He
hunted many animals, and was fond of
eating their meat. After sometime, he
thought to himself: "Even animals have no
wish to die, why should | hunt and Kill
them? | should refrain from killing -- that's
the right thing to do.” Thereafter, he
bowed to Kang Fa Lang as his Master and
started to learn the principles of the Chan
School. When he sat, he could sit for
many days. His Chan Samadhi skills were
very good. He kept cultivating to the point
that he completely forgot about his Master.
He did not know where his Master was,
and was unable to find him.

RecorddHighSanghans

ittt

Dharma Master Kang Fa Long
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At that time, he went up to a mountain
and bored a cave out of a boulder. He
then sat inside the cave and never lay
down to rest. He also carved his Master's
image out of a piece of wood. Everyday,
he would recite the sutras and bow to his
Master's wooden image. He cultivated
for more than ten years. Afterwards, he
also certified to fruition. While still sit-
ting inside the cave, he entered nirvana.
As he entered nirvana, people who lived
near the mountain all witnessed a great
bright light emitted from the mountain
top. Some curious folks then went up to
take a look and realized that a Bhikshu
had just entered nirvana. Then everyone
knew that the bright light was manifested
by this Bhikshu and many came to be-
lieve in Buddhism.

People! There is a saying: "Those close
to rouge turn red. Those close to ink turn
black." Rouge is a red color, and ink is a
black color, but in the same way, if you
"dye it khaki, it will turn to a khaki color.
If you dye it yellow it will turn to a yel-
low color.” Whoever you draw near to,
you will learn from that person. "Khaki"
is a yellowish color, which may be
slightly lighter or darker. But it is not
yellow. If you dye it yellow then it will
turn to yellow. Why did so many people
come to believe in Buddhism? It was
because they saw a Bhikshu who sat and
entered nirvana in a mountain, which
then emitted light. Therefore, people
with good roots were greatly influenced
by this Bhikshu and they all brought forth
their Bodhi minds.

To propagate the Buddhadharma in a
country where there is no Buddhadharma,
all of you can work hard. If there are
people who can sit for ten days without
dipping their heads or bending their
waist, if they can enter Samadhi for ten
days in one sitting, or if they can enter
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Samadhi for twenty days, or one month,
two months, three months or one hun-
dred days, then those unbelievers will
come to believe in Buddhism. Why?
People can see that you have true skill.
How can an ordinary person sit for a
hundred days? He must be a certified
sage. It is like the Elderly Monk Shu
Yun of China. Why did so many people
come to believe in him? It was because
he could sit for a week, or more than ten
or twenty days. When he went to Siam,
the weather there was extremely hot. |
have been in Siam and it was unbearable.
I had to take a cold shower every day.
Ah! The heat was simply too much.
However, he sat for nine days straight.
The king then invited him to his palace to
lecture the sutras and speak the Dharma.
After he lectured on The Heart Sutra, the
king took refuge with him and gave him
many lands. But he did not want the
lands, so he gave them to Ultimate Bliss
Monastery.

We are now working as the pioneers of
Buddhism in America. We need to truly
and honestly work hard on our cultiva-
tion to obtain true Samadhi. When the
time comes, it will be comparatively easy
to teach and transform living beings. To
begin is the most difficult thing to do and
yet most worthwhile, most meaningful. |
hope that all of you Americans, whether
you are left-home people, laypeople,
Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas, or
Upasikas, forget yourselves, and come
and undergo a bit of suffering for the
sake of Buddhism. This is what we
should do as the disciples of the Buddha.

In this country, we now have twenty-
two people here listening to the
Buddhadharma. What about all the rest?
There are approximately two million
people who would prefer dancing,
drinking, movie going, playing ball, ski-
ing, or joining in the latest fad. To have
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twenty-two people who are now sitting
properly and respectfully listening to the
Buddhadharma is an inconceivable state.
For the young, middle-aged, and older
women as well as others with discomforts
to bring forth a sincere mind to come here
to listen to the Dharma is rare indeed.
Therefore, | am very happy today. Basi-
cally, in this country, there should not be
anyone here tonight. You could have all
gone out played around. But you chose to
come to listen to the Dharma, instead. All
of you people are pioneers in Buddhism. It
is similar to the military; there is a general
and a vanguard. The vanguard consists of
troops moving at the forefront of an army
at war. These are members of a vanguard.
All of you should be brave warriors in
Buddhism. In the future, you should be
victorious wherever you go. Do not get
defeated. You must recognize that you
yourself are a brave warrior in Buddhism.
Do not cry at times. Do not run away at
times. You must neither run away nor cry.
Even if it is too much suffering, you should

FFR¥EHE  — TR ESE grit your teeth and hang on. You must be-
—m @ o b s - come a brave warrior in Buddhism.
#i ,ﬂa 7 tL_ URZNEREXE) (The End of the Article on Master Kang Fa long)
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A New Beginning

To earnestly bow hundreds of times to the golden image,
Bringing single-minded utmost sincerity to jeweled ground,
Can reveal the offenses and defilements from many past lives,
As well as getting rid of many past lives' transgressions.

The Emperor Lyang's Jeweled Repentance marks again the beginning of another year's assembly. The auspiciousness of this
Dharma Assembly depends on whether or not we living beings are truly sincere, because there is no time or place where the Triple
Jewel's abundant virtue and vast kindness is not shining on us. If we rely on the Dharma Assembly's superb conditions, and are
able to bring forth one thought of genuine earnestness, then we can advance to reveal many lives' offenses and defilements. We
must plead with sadness to repent and reform. Repenting, our offenses are eradicated, blessings come forth and the Buddhas all
bestow kindness upon us The merit of repentance is deep and its praise not able to be exhausted. Everyone, do not miss this oppor-
tunity.
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It was a lovely sunny day in the clear
and crisp autumn season on Sunday, No-
vember 18. In the early morning, as my car
approached Avenue 58 where Gold Wheel
Monastery is located, | saw few Dharma-
protecting laymen already setting up the
welcome table at the entrance to the Mon-
astery. It gave the sense of a warm feeling
of joy and concern filling the Monastery.
Also, there were more than 10 laymen, the
majority of them male, which formed the
transportation team, going out to pick up
seniors in the early morning from several
senior apartments to bring them to the
Monastery to celebrate the Respecting
Elders Day together.

The program started around nine o’clock
in the morning with the beautiful, pure
singing voices of the Bodhi Children’s
Chorus. They are a group of naive and
lovable students from the Instilling Good-
ness Chinese Sunday School. They ap-
peared to be deeply touched by the won-
derful ideas of respecting elders and hon-
oring the worthy, which had been taught
by the Dharma Masters and teachers dur-
ing the semester. Under their teacher Miss
Hsieh’s direction, they diligently and con-
centratedly sang "Children's Blessing",
"The Dharma Wheel", and "To the End of
Empty Space”. The Gold Wheel Monas-
tery Adult Choir also sang "The White
Universe”, "Left Home Without Forget-
ting the Original Vows", and "The Hands
of Bodhisattvas™ etc. Suddenly, a solemn
and peaceful atmosphere filled the entire
Monastery. At this point, a Dharma Master
welcomed all the elders and wished them
good fortune and health forever. Follow-
ing that a series of delightful performances

-11-
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including the combined playing of
cello and piano, Chinese violin and
piano, and a solo by Miss Lee. In
addition, a special affinity occurred
this year. During the two weeks of
preparation, Gwhyneth Chen con-
firmed she would arrange time out
of her busy schedule and flew from
Taiwan to Los Angeles to perform
piano recitals for the elders. When
her light skillful fingers touched the
piano keys, suddenly the beautiful
music caught everyone’s attention.
During the short twenty minutes of
her performance, we were all
deeply touched by the beauty of the
classical music.

During the banquet, the students
of Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth
sang "Gwan Yin Praise" and
"DRBY", etc. In addition, there
were four elders from Gow Tai
Elders Apartment who performed
the Chinese fan dance. Every one of
them is over seventy. Their enthu-
siasm for the celebration of this
special day won the heart-felt ap-
plause of everyone. There were
over five hundred people attending
the celebration, and about two hun-
dred and seventy were elders. Every
elder wore a flower pin, which were
made by Dharma Masters appears
very cheerful. After the banquet,
they all received a special gift box
filled with vegetarian delicacies as
they left. Then, they were dropped
off at their apartment by the trans-
portation team.

Many seniors and guests who
attended the celebration were not
Buddhist. However, they all felt the
warmth and meaning of the cele-
bration, because our volunteers
took delight in serving the elders.
The Respecting Elders Day has a
great and deep meaning. This not
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only reminds us to be concerned about elders,
but also to emphasize filiality and to promote
harmony in society. In the mean- time, it is
also a test for us. In today’s society, filled
with violence and disasters, when people’s
minds are lost between wealth and power
struggles, how can we promote the trend of
respecting elders, and help everyone under-
stand how to respect his parents? Also, we
need to ask ourselves if we actually treat
other elders as our own and treat others’
children as our own. To respect elders and
honor the worthy is to stabilize the founda-
tion of our society and culture. We need to
pass it on generation after generation to pro-
tect the good in our culture, so that violence
in society can turn into auspiciousness, ma-
levolent energy can be reduced, and proper
energy increased in the world.

This time all the members of Gold Wheel
Monastery participated in serving the elders.
However, there were more guests these years
than in previous years and there were limited
seats for the banquet tables. Several elders
didn’t have the opportunity to sit with other
elders. Many volunteers felt terribly sorry.
After the exciting banquet was over, we
should continue to learn and to improve.
There are numerous issues left for us to pon-
der such as what type of format to use in the
future in order to benefit more elders. So we
can make the Respecting Elders Day better
and better every year. This way we will not
waste the Venerable Master’s effort in
teaching us.

-13-

(L&RAFI5H)
ARRERZ T TTHZ
HARZA R EE D
A BAERE BZF R
AT RE RHTRAEGH
FoWEREALM HERT -
BRAPVTRFLEI /T
By RIFHRT o

(Continued from Page 15)

For these reasons, music has been promoted ever
since the beginning of time. This is an important
point not to be overlooked. This piano concert by
Gwhyneth as a tribute to our Venerable Master
and in gratitude of the Buddha's kindness has
touched the hearts of the entire audience. Every-
one was filled with the joy of the Dharma. Words
were inadequate to express the audience's praise
and admiration. This event can serve as yet the
best example of how living beings can be gath-
ered in through the Dharma Door of music."
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On the afternoon of November 24,
Gold Wheel Monastery hosted a piano
concert by Gwhyneth Chen in gratitude to
and praise for the Triple Jewel. After lis-
tening to her performance, | was immeas-
urably touched. Gwhyneth's magnificent
piano skills and breathtaking musical
pieces were difficult to come by in this
world. For many days afterward, the
wonderful sounds kept reverberating in
my mind. | was truly fortunate to have the
opportunity to attend. In return, 1 would
like to share my afterthoughts with every
one.

"Too good to be true!" This was what
well-known pianist Pogorelich remarked
about Gwhyneth's performing skills.
"Wonderful beyond words!" acclaimed
Dharma Master Heng Sure.

Here are other comments | heard.

"It was truly great! I am so thankful you
invited me."

"She did a marvelous rendition of
Chopin's music. It's even more than Cho-
pin. | was so touched | started to cry.”

Mitch, a screenwriter and violinist, af-
firmed, "Gwhyneth Chen is definitely one
of the great pianists of the world."

Undoubtedly, this concert touched the
heartstrings of a lot of people.

This is the first time Gold Wheel Mon-
astery hosted this kind of concert. From
the Dharma Masters down to the laity, no
one here is a connoisseur of music. Nev-
ertheless, endowed with sincerity a spirit
of service, they put in their best efforts to
make this event a success. The decora-
tions were ornate and lofty. The ushers
were cordial and warm. The program
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flowed smoothly in a relaxed manner. Every-
one felt a sense of home-coming. When rain
suddenly started to pour from the sky that day,
many volunteers went into the street either to
give free valet service or act as traffic control-
lers. Their main wish was to see that our guests
got to the concert with the least inconvenience.
Seeing them hustling around in the rain was
very touching.

Laywoman Wen from Gwan Yin Chan Tem-
ple brought twenty of her friends, including
students from USC pursuing their degrees in
music. After the concert, she told them, "Gold
Wheel Monastery has just performed a won-
derful act of giving -- a splendid spiritual
nourishment. We are really blessed.” She also
wanted me to convey this message:

I think music is a universal language. It is
free from any form of language barrier. Yet, it
has the power to move the heart. It has been
used by humanity as an expression of their in-
nermost feelings and thoughts, as well as a
means of communication and interchange be-
tween souls. Furthermore, pure and undefiled
music can heal the feelings and nourish the
nature. It can tame and subdue stubborn and
obstinate minds, softening them and helping
them to be receptive to teachings and guidance.
It is written in the Treatise of Great Wisdom
that: "In their wish to purify the Buddhalands,
Bodhisattvas request wondrous music in order
to help the living beings in the Buddhalands to
be pliant and receptive to teachings. For this
reason, they use the causes and conditions of
music as an offering to the Buddhas." The an-
cient sages also composed music. With proper
notes and melodies, they aimed at educating
and transforming the heart and the mind.

The Book of Filiality also stated that the best
way to modify social trends and traditions is
through music. Good music can soothe a
person's mind and nature. It can nurture the
development of wholesome potentials. It can
transform negative energy into peace and
tranquility. It can alter and improve our social
atmosphere. (Continuing on page 13)
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